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The Orchard Arlington Heights              Sunday, March 6, 2022  
Invitation: For All People                         Pastor Brad Wetherell  
Matthew 22:1-14  

   
  

Let’s keep our Bibles open right there at Matthew, Chapter 22.  
  
In Matthew 22:1-14, Jesus tells a parable about a wedding feast. It’s a story about invitation full 
of helpful application for us as we seek to invite people to Christ and his church.  
  
Last fall, Pastor Greg and I attended a conference on the topic of outreach. And in one session, 
one of the speakers made the case that Christmas of 2021 was going to be one of the greatest 
opportunities for inviting people to church in our lifetime. The conference was in late October, 
the delta variant in decline, and it looked like Christmas would be a wonderful time to invite 
everyone to come and worship! Well, we know what happened. Omicron happened. That 
conference speaker was wrong.  
  
But! He was right to see something exciting on the horizon. And I want you to see it too. As we 
come out from the challenges of COVID, there is a wonderful opportunity in front of us to invite 
people to church and I’m praying that we will make the most of it at The Orchard.  
  
Let me highlight two factors that make this current moment so significant:  
  
First: Right now, there are many Christians who need a church home. In 2020, church 
attendance in America dropped by roughly 1/3. Around 30 million people who attended church 
at some frequency prior to the pandemic, stopped going altogether. Now, we would hope that 
many of these people will simply return to their churches, including the members and regular 
attendees of The Orchard who we long to welcome back again. But for a variety of reasons, 
there are believers looking for a new church and a simple invitation may be all they need to 
come and find a home with us.  
  
Second: Right now, there are many people that do not profess faith in Jesus, but who are more 
open to an invitation than you might think. It’s easy to grow disheartened by the religious 
landscape in our country right now. The fastest growing religious group in America is not 
religious at all. They are called the Nones. And that’s not N-U-N-S. It’s N-O-N-E-S.   
  
They are called the Nones because when asked to select their religious affiliation on surveys, 
they chose the very last option which is “none.” In 2018, the Nones comprised nearly 1/3 of the 
American population, over 100 million people, and their numbers continue to increase. But, if we 
think that these 100 million people are all hardened atheists, strongly opposed to the faith, we’re 
mistaken.  
   
Dr. Ryan Burge of Eastern Illinois University has become a leading voice writing and speaking 
about the Nones. And his research demonstrates that of the 100 million Nones only 20 million 
would call themselves atheists, another 20 million would call themselves agnostics, but 60 
million would simply say they are “nothing in particular.”  
  
And among that largest group of Nones, most actually say they believe God exists, and they are 
open to learning more about him. Which means, while the number of Nones is increasing, our 
communities are not filling up with people who are ferociously opposed to religion, but people 
who lack any particular religious identity. And yet, some of them would be interested in hearing 
what we believe, and some would be willing to come to church with us if we invite them.   
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A Scottish preacher named James Stewart once wrote, “Do not allow the drift away from the 
Church, and the apparent indifference and even hostility to organized religion, to deceive you. 
Everywhere today, even in the least likely places, there are men dimly seeking the Lord.”  
  
Every week we gather to meet with the Lord, to praise him and to hear from his Word, and we 
want to invite others to join us so that they might worship him as well. We want to be a church 
committed to invitation. We want to make the most of the great opportunity that is before us 
now. There are many Christians who need a church home. And there are many people that do 
not profess faith in Jesus, but who are more open to an invitation than you might think. And this 
parable Jesus tells in Matthew 22 is full of encouragement for us as we seek to invite.  
  
We’re going to walk through this story, and as we do, I want to draw out…  
 
Five Instructions for Invitation 
  
Here’s the first. As we go and invite people to church, we need to…  
 
1. Remember the goodness of the offer 

  
When we invite someone to church, we are inviting them to something really, really, good.  
  
Take a look at Matthew 22, verses 1-2. It says, And again Jesus spoke to them in parables, 
saying, “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who gave a wedding feast for his 
son.”  
  
Jesus says the kingdom of heaven, the kingdom over which he reigns and to which his people 
belong, is like a wedding feast! And not just any wedding feast. The kingdom of heaven is like a 
wedding feast that a king gave for his son. It’s an extravagant, lavish, celebration. Who wouldn’t 
want to come to that!? Well, in this story, at first, no one does!  
 
Look at verse 3: …and [the king] sent his servants to call those who were invited to the wedding 
feast, but they would not come.  
  
Imagine this! A king has planned a great wedding feast for his son, he has invited guests who 
presumably RSVP’d yes, but now the big day has arrived and everyone is a no-show! How 
disrespectful. How dishonoring.  
 
But look how kind the king is: He sends his servants out to invite the guests again…  
Verse 4: Again he sent other servants, saying, ‘Tell those who are invited, “See, I have prepared 
my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready. Come to 
the wedding feast.”’ 
  
He is enticing them with the goodness of the event. The dinner is prepared, and it is top notch. 
The oxen and fat calves have been slaughtered. There’s prime meat grilled to perfection on the 
table. There’s an abundance of the best drinks, sides, and desserts to go with it. Everything is 
ready! Come and feast! That’s the invitation.  
 
The kingdom of heaven is like a wedding feast that a king gave for his son. Church, we are 
citizens of this kingdom. And one day when we get to heaven, we will enjoy the fullness of all 
God has for us in Christ. But, in this life, week by week as we gather for worship, we get a little 
preview of what the kingdom will be like as we feast on the goodness that God has already 
given us in Christ.  
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We know that man does not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth 
of God, so we come to feed upon the Scriptures! We come to worship the Lord Jesus Christ, 
who says to us, ”I am the bread of life; whoever comes to me shall not hunger, and whoever 
believes in me shall never thirst.”  
  
We come to celebrate the gospel, the good news that Jesus died and rose again, offering the 
forgiveness of sins and the hope of eternal life to all who trust in him.  
  
I love the way J.C. Ryle puts it when he says, “There is in the Gospel a complete provision for 
all the wants of man’s soul. There is a supply of everything that can be required to relieve 
spiritual hunger and spiritual thirst. Pardon, peace with God, lively hope in this world, glory in the 
world to come, are set before us in rich abundance.”   
  
We’ve got to remember this: When we invite someone to come to worship, we are inviting them 
to come to a rich, abundant feast! Remember the goodness of the offer. 
  
But understand that despite all that our King has prepared, not everyone will want to come. In 
fact, we should…  
  
2. Expect both apathy and hostility  
  
There is a wonderful opportunity for invitation before us, but it will not be without its challenges 
and its setbacks, and we get a picture of that in the next few verses. The king has sent his 
servants to remind all his invited guests that there’s a feast on the table.  
 
Verses 5-6, But they paid no attention and went off, one to his farm, another to his business, 
while the rest seized his servants, treated them shamefully, and killed them.  
  
There are two responses here: apathy and hostility. The apathetic ones hear about the feast, 
but they pay no attention, they don’t care. They have better things to do. They have fields to 
plow. They have businesses to run. So, they go off. They refuse the invitation. And they miss 
out on everything that is offered.  
  
That happens all the time. You will encounter this. Many of you have encountered this. You 
invite someone to come to church, and they’re not angry, they’re not offended, they’re just not 
interested. They have better things to do. Their kids have a soccer game, they’re way behind on 
projects around the house, it’s their one day off from work and they really need some rest.  
  
I actually had someone tell me once, “I can’t go to church on Sunday, because Sunday is my 
day!” Most people wouldn’t put it that bluntly, but it’s how plenty of people live. And tragically, 
they miss out on the feast that would provide for their greatest needs and satisfy their deepest 
longings, because other things just seem more important.  
  
When we invite, we should expect apathy.   
  
But that’s not the only response in Jesus’s parable. Some people go off to their farms and some 
go back to their businesses, but others take hold of the king’s servants, treat them shamefully, 
and kill them. This is clearly an allusion to the persecutions God’s people have experienced 
throughout history. Many of the prophets in the Old Testament suffered greatly at the hands of 
hostile opponents. Jesus, of course, was crucified. And many of his followers have endured 
great trials for the faith.  
  



4 
 

In our context, very few of us are at risk of losing our lives for the sake of the gospel. But that 
doesn’t mean following Jesus has come without a cost. Some of you have lost friendships. 
Some of you have felt your relationships with family members significantly strained. Some of 
you have endured challenges that never would have come had you not committed your lives to 
Christ. And if you have faced any form of hostility because of your commitment to Jesus, here’s 
an encouragement for you. 
  
In Matthew 10:32, Jesus says, “Everyone who acknowledges me before men, I also will 
acknowledge before my Father who is in heaven.” 
  
When you follow Jesus and invite others to do the same some people may reject you, but Jesus 
will recognize what you are doing. And whatever other people may say about you, Jesus will 
proudly acknowledge your faithfulness to the Father, an honor that far outweighs any dishonor 
you may experience in this life.  
  
As you invite, expect apathy and even hostility, but know that your Savior is pleased with your 
effort, and also…  
 
3. Leave vengeance to the Lord  
  
Let’s jump back into the parable. The king sends his servants to call his invited guests to the 
wedding feast, some are apathetic, others are hostile and even kill those servants. And the 
question now is, how will the king respond?  
 
Verse 7: The king was angry, and he sent his troops and destroyed those murderers and 
burned their city.  
  
Now, if you head into Arlington Heights this afternoon for lunch and invite someone to church, 
and if they proceed to yell mean and nasty things at you before storming away, don’t expect the 
armies of God to come and burn down the city. But know this: A day is coming when anyone 
who was harmed for the sake of the gospel will be vindicated. The King will come and set things 
right. But that is his responsibility. Not ours.  
 
Which is why Romans 12:19 says, Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave it to the wrath 
of God, for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.”  
  
When someone wrongs you, you can trust Jesus to put it right. Believing this will free you from 
the need to retaliate. And, believing this will enable you to look upon the person who wronged 
you with genuine compassion. One day God will pour out his wrath upon his enemies. They will 
face his vengeance, his repayment for rebellion. And it is helpful to remember that we deserve 
to face his wrath ourselves. We were once his enemies. But he showed us mercy and gave us 
grace in Christ, and we should long for all people, including our enemies to receive his mercy as 
well.  
  
When Jesus was hanging on the cross, he did not cry out, “Father, destroy them!” He cried out, 
“Father, forgive them.” So, when someone is hostile toward you because you follow Jesus, 
when someone hurts you because you follow Jesus, follow Jesus’s example… Pray for their 
forgiveness, and leave vengeance to the Lord.  
  
This is a parable full of practical instruction for invitation:  

• Remember the goodness of the offer  
• Expect both apathy and hostility   
• Leave vengeance to the Lord  
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And fourth…  
 
4. Invite everyone  
  
I love this next part of Jesus’ story. So far everything has gone poorly. The King has prepared a 
great feast but the people he initially invited refused to come. So, does the king call off the 
party? Does he tell his servants to pack up the food, clean up the tables, and turn off the lights?  
  
Nope. Verses 8-9: Then he said to his servants, ‘The wedding feast is ready, but those invited 
were not worthy. Go therefore to the main roads and invite to the wedding feast as many as you 
find.’  
  
This King is bound and determined to gather a people to celebrate his son’s wedding. “The feast 
is ready!” He tells his servants. “So, get out there and invite anyone you can find to come and 
enjoy it!” He tells them to go down the main roads, the streets running through the center of 
town where the most people are gathered, and to extend an invitation to anyone they see. And 
when he says anyone, he means anyone! Watch who his servants get…  
 
Verse 10: And those servants went out into the roads and gathered all whom they found, both 
bad and good. So the wedding hall was filled with guests. 
  
Don’t miss this! They gathered all whom they found…and the wedding hall is full of guests... 
guests who are described as both good and bad! No one is excluded from the invitation and all 
kinds of people come -- the put-together and the falling apart, the wealthy and the poor, the 
upstanding citizens, and the criminals. They all come into the wedding hall.  Some are surely 
stunned that they are even stepping foot inside… and they begin to enjoy the feast.  
  
Friends, this is what the kingdom of heaven is like! Everyone is invited! Both bad and good! 
There is not a single person on this planet excluded from the offer to come and enjoy the riches 
God provides in Jesus Christ. And therefore, there is not a single person on this planet that we 
should exclude from our invitation to come and taste the goodness of the Lord in our gatherings 
for worship. This is our call: to hit the streets and invite as many as we find!  
  
And it doesn’t matter if we think someone has bad morals, bad theology, bad politics, or bad 
breath! The King has invited them and so should we. That’s a clear instruction for invitation from 
this verse: invite everyone.  
  
But, let this also be an encouragement to anyone who is here today who feels out of place. In 
the years I’ve been around The Orchard, I’ve heard multiple people say something like this, “I 
just don’t know if I fit here. Everyone seems so mature, so godly, so put-together. But I’m 
struggling. I’m suffering. I’m dealing with some trouble in my life that, frankly, I’m feeling 
embarrassed to even talk about.”  
  
Every week, there are people in our worship services wrestling with these thoughts. Perhaps 
you’re wrestling with them right now. If so, here’s what I want you to see very clearly from this 
story Jesus told: His kingdom is for everyone. It’s like a wedding feast with an open invitation to 
all who will come. And “all” is a broad category. You can fit in there.  
  
Plus, listen to Jesus describe the kind of people he calls to himself… In Matthew 9:13, Jesus 
says, “I came not to call the righteous, but sinners.” 
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In Matthew 11:28, Jesus says, “Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give 
you rest.” 
  
Do you see your sin? Do you feel worn down and burdened? Then Jesus invites you into his 
kingdom. You are precisely the person who belongs in his church.  
 
This parable is full of instruction for invitation. If we want to make the most of this unique 
moment before us, we need to: 

• Remember the goodness of the offer  
• Expect both apathy and hostility  
• Leave vengeance to the Lord  
• Invite everyone  

  
And finally, we need to…  
 
5. Call everyone to honor Jesus 
 

Simply coming to church is not enough. And the final verses of this parable make that clear. 

Let’s pick up the story in verses 11-12: But when the king came in to look at the guests, he saw 

there a man who had no wedding garment. And he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here 

without a wedding garment?’ And he was speechless. 

What’s going on here? In Jesus’ day, attending a wedding required less formal attire than most 
weddings today. Instead of fancy suits and dresses, people were simply expected to come in 
clean white clothing, a kind of garment available to anyone. And so, as people heard this 
invitation to come to the king’s feast they would have run home and tossed on a clean garment 
before heading to the event. It was the proper thing to do.  
  
But here is a man who receives the invitation and doesn’t put on clean clothes. He just shows 
up for the free meal. And in doing so he devalues the significance of the feast and he dishonors 
the king. Which is why when the king arrives and asks this man how he got in without a wedding 
garment, he is speechless. He knows he is in the wrong. He knows he has failed to give the 
king the honor he deserves, and he has nothing to say in his defense.  
  
Then, the parable takes an unexpected turn. The man is not only thrown out of the feast. He is 
cast into hell. Verse 13: Then the king said to the attendants, ‘Bind him hand and foot and cast 
him into the outer darkness. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 
 

With this dramatic ending, Jesus is leaving the story behind and pressing home a crucial 
warning for us to hear. He sums it up in verse 14: “For many are called, but few are chosen.” 
  
Here’s what that means. The kingdom of heaven is like a great wedding feast, full of rich food, 
and wonderful blessings. And many are called to come! In fact, everyone is invited! But even 
though the invitation is universal, the access is restricted in one crucial way. You must honor the 
king. And only those who honor the king are among the chosen. The ones that truly belong to 
his kingdom.  
  
So, how do we honor King Jesus? Certainly, we honor him with our faith. We believe in our 
hearts that he died to save us from our sin and rose that we might live forever with him. We 
honor Jesus with our faith.  
 
But we also honor Jesus with our lives. As we saw earlier, in Matthew 10, Jesus says, 
“Everyone who acknowledges me before men, I also will acknowledge before my Father who is 
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in heaven.” But, in the very next verse he says this, “whoever denies me before me, I also will 
deny before my Father who is in heaven.”  
  
And what does it mean to deny Christ? It can mean to refuse to believe in him with your heart, 
but it can also mean to refuse to honor him with your life. Titus 1:16 speaks of people who 
profess to know God, but… deny him by their works. So, it’s one thing to say we believe in 
Jesus, but do our lives show it?  
  
None of us will honor him perfectly, not in this life. But we can honor him genuinely. And if we 
do, we will be ready to meet him in the end.  
  
This final section of Jesus’ parable begins with these words: When the king came to look at the 
guests… Friends, the King is coming! And when he comes, he will look at all the world, 
admitting some into the eternal blessings of his kingdom, and casting others away. And 
admission into the eternal blessing of his kingdom will not be based on anyone’s record of 
church attendance.  
  
There is only one thing that will matter in the end. Did we honor the King? Did we honor him 
with our faith? And did we honor him with our lives?  
  
Don’t be caught speechless at his coming! Believe in Jesus today! Honor him with all of your life 
and enjoy the rich feast of his kingdom forever and forever!  
  
Conclusion  
  
There is a great opportunity for invitation before us. There are many Christians who need a 
church home. And there are many people that do not profess faith in Jesus but who are more 
open to an invitation than you might think. And the invitation is really, really good. When we 
invite people to church where the gospel is proclaimed we are inviting them to a feast!  
  
And sadly, some will respond with apathy and others with hostility, but we can leave that to the 
Lord. Our job is to invite everyone, not only to come to church, but to believe in Christ and honor 
him now so that they might share in his glory for all of eternity.  
  
Who can you invite to come and join us next week?  
 


