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3. Tested Faith        Pastor Colin Smith 
1 Peter 1:3-9 
 
Please open your Bible at 1 Peter chapter 1. We are continuing our series Growing in Faith and 
today we are looking at how faith is tested. I want to begin by offering a simple definition of 
faith. What is faith? Faith involves two elements. The first is belief and the second is trust. These 
are two sides of the same coin. 

 
Someone asked me last week if believing is the same as faith. That’s a good question, and the 
answer is “sometimes!” Sometimes the word ‘believe’ is used in the Bible of knowing that 
something is true. For example, James says that “even the demons believe – and shudder!” 
(James 2:19) The demons know that Jesus rose from the dead. They have no doubt about that 
whatsoever. They believe it. They know it to be true. And they tremble because of it. The 
demons believe, but they do not trust. Despite what they know to be true, they remain in 
rebellion against the Lord. So faith is more than believing that certain things are true. Faith 
involves trusting the One we have come to believe. 

 
Sometimes the Bible uses the word “believe” in a way that includes trust. When Paul said to the 
Philippian jailer,  “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved,” (Acts 16:31) he was saying 
more than that the jailer should believe as the demons so, that Jesus died and rose.  Believing in 
the Lord Jesus Christ involves trusting Him to save you. And you trust Him to save you, because 
you believe that He is the Son of God and that He died and rose again. 
 
Faith involves believing and trusting, and these are two sides of the same coin. I’ve found it helpful  
to put the two dimensions of faith alongside a distinction that God makes in Deuteronomy 29:29. “The 
secret things belong to the LORD our God, but the things that are revealed belong to us and to our 
children forever… (Deuteronomy 29:29) 
 
There are some things that God has revealed and there are other things that God has kept hidden. 
Putting the two dimensions of faith alongside this distinction, we can define faith in this way.  
Faith is believing God in what He has revealed and trusting God in what He has kept secret. God 
has revealed His Son. God has revealed His promises and faith believes what God has revealed.  
But there are many things that God has kept secret. None of us knows what tomorrow holds. God 
has not revealed it, so we have to trust Him.  
 
Faith trusts God in what He has kept hidden and we trust God in what He has kept hidden because  
we believe what He has revealed. God has said, “I will never leave you and I will never forsake you.” 
Faith says I can trust God for tomorrow because I believe the promise He has given today.  
Faith involves believing God in what He has revealed, and trusting God in what he has kept 
hidden or secret. So when we pray ‘Lord, increase our faith,’ what we are actually asking is, 
‘Lord, help me to believe You in what You have promised, and help me to trust you in what I do 
not understand.’ 
 
Today we are going to look at how faith is tested. Every believer knows what it is for our faith to be 
tested. It comes to us. If a signup sheet was passed round the congregation inviting us to sign-up for 
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our faith to be tested, I don’t think we’d be getting many volunteers. The reality is we know that the 
testing of our faith simply comes to us in the course of life. We’re going to see from the Scripture 
today that the testing of our faith yields a genuineness that is more precious than gold. The same trial 
that brings you grief and sorrow now will bring praise, glory, and honor when Jesus Christ is 
revealed. Right now, you are grieved by the trials of your life, but a day is coming when you will 
rejoice in what God has accomplished through them. 

 
Peter begins by reminding us of the blessing that is ours in Jesus Christ. Blessed be the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great mercy, he has caused us to be born 
again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.  (1 Peter 1:3) 
We have new birth. We have living hope. These gifts are ours by the mercy of God and they 
come to us because of the resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
 
Then Peter says that we have an inheritance kept in heaven and the Lord keeps that inheritance 
for us. And not only does He keep the inheritance for us, He keeps us for the inheritance. By 
God’s power you are being guarded through faith… (v5). So God keeps the inheritance for you, 
He keeps you for the inheritance and one day He will bring the two together. 

 
Peter says in this you rejoice, (v6).  Look at what is yours in Christ. You have new birth, you 
have a living hope, you have an inheritance in heaven, you are guarded and kept by God 
Himself. In this you rejoice! Then Peter says, “though now for a little while, if necessary, you 
have been grieved by various trials,” (v6). Here we come to the great enigma of the Christian 
life, why would God, who has blessed us so richly in Christ, allow His own dearly loved children 
to be grieved? How can it be that if you are a child of God and an heir of heaven, that you would 
be grieved by various trials? You have been grieved by various trials… (v6). Grief is what we 
feel when we experience loss.  
 
J.I. Packer says: 

“Grief is the inward desolation that follows the losing of something or someone we loved -  
a child, a relative, an actual or anticipated life partner, a pet, a job, one’s home, one’s hopes, 
one’s health, or whatever.”       (J. I. Packer1) 

 
Notice that Peter says, “you have been grieved by various trials.” This is an all-encompassing 
word that the ways in which our faith is tested come in many different shapes and forms. Some 
are tested with physical pain; others are tested by mental anguish. Some live with the stress of 
responsibilities they carry. Others grieve the loss of responsibilities they once enjoyed. Some 
wish that they could enjoy the gift of marriage. Others endure a marriage from which they would 
gladly be free. Some live with great anxiety over a loved one. Others grieve with great pain 
because a loved one has been taken away from them. 

 
Everyone has something that they wish was different in their life. Peter says, “You have been 
grieved by various trials.” You can fill in the detail of what that means for you. Now why? That 
is the question. What purpose does God have in these trials? What good can come from them? 
Peter tells us, You have been grieved by various trials so that…  That should get our attention for 
sure. He is going to tell us that something good will come from the trials that cause you to 

 
1 J. I. Packer, A Brief Sanctified, p. 9. 
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grieve. Peter is going to tell us what that is. We’re going to see three things today: Tested faith is 
genuine faith; tested faith is more precious than gold; and tested faith will result in praise, glory, 
and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed.  
 
1. Tested Faith is Genuine Faith 

you have been grieved by various trials, so that the tested genuineness of your faith… 
may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ.  
(1 Peter 1: 6, 7) 
 

The tested genuineness of your faith means that your faith has been proved genuine by testing.  
How do you know that your faith is genuine? This is a real question because we all know people  
who at one time professed faith and then turned back. Jesus speaks about this in the parable of 
the sower. He said some people are like rocky soil. “When the seed of the Word is sown in them, 
they receive it immediately with joy,” (Mark 4:16). But Jesus says, “they have no root in 
themselves, but endure for a while; then, when tribulation or persecution arises on account of 
the word, immediately they fall away.” (Mark 4:17) 

 
Then Jesus says, “And others are the ones sown among thorns. They are those who hear the 
word, but the cares of the world and the deceitfulness of riches and the desires for other things 
enter in and choke the word, and it proves unfruitful.” (Mark 4:18-19)  We all know someone 
who at one time professed faith and then turned back, so how do you know that your faith is 
genuine? 

 
Peter has the answer.  When you are grieved in various trials and despite them you continue to  
love, trust and obey the Lord Jesus Christ, you have decisive proof that your faith is genuine. 
Here’s why. If your faith was simply a human decision – a passing phase, an interest in religious things 
that you took at a certain stage of your life, if that’s all that it was then as soon as this faith became 
costly you would immediately renounce it.  If God did not give you what you wanted, you would turn 
away from worship, turn away from the Word. You would give up on prayer. You would no longer 
believe God and you would no longer obey Him. The natural response when Jesus Christ leads you 
into hard places would be to turn back and no longer follow Him. 
 
But Peter is writing here to people who have endured great trials and have not turned back. There 
can only be one explanation. You have been born again to a living hope through the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ from the dead. The life of God is in you and the Spirit of God indwells you. Your 
faith has been proved genuine. You belong to Christ and He is yours forever. And that has been 
demonstrated through the very trials that have caused you so much grief and sorrow. The tested 
genuineness of your faith. It’s been proved genuine as you have persevered through great 
difficulty. 
 

2. Tested Faith is More Precious Than Gold 
the tested genuineness of your faith – more precious than gold that perishes… (1 Peter 1:7) 

 
Peter speaks here about the value of a genuine faith. The world looks on faith with a condescending 
disdain. “Well it’s a good thing to have a faith if you feel that you need it.” The world sees faith as a 
kind of crutch for weak people. Peter tells us that far from being a crutch, genuine faith is a gift of 
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infinite value. To make his point, he compares faith to money. Genuine faith is more previous than 
gold. Suppose a man or a woman has millions of dollars. He or she is blessed. There are many joys of 
life that he or she can savor because of this money. But only for a short time. The time will soon come 
when he or she has to kiss this money good-bye. 
 
Gold is of great value, but it is of finite value. And genuine faith is of greater value by far. It is 
more precious than gold. Gold will give you access to many pleasures for a short while. But 
genuine faith will give you access to God’s presence where there is fullness of joy and pleasures 
at His right hand forevermore. (Psalm 16:11) Faith that is tested and proved genuine is more 
precious than gold. Spurgeon says, “If you have faith, you don’t need to ask for much more, 
except that your faith will grow.”2 
 
Peter then presses this comparison between faith and gold a step further. He speaks about gold that 
perishes though it is tested by fire. (v7) Gold is purified or refined in the fire and in the same way, 
faith is refined, strengthened, when faith is tried or tested.  

 
Amy Carmichael was an Irish missionary who started a rescue home for young girls who were 
being trafficked in India. She tells of an occasion when she went with the girls under her care to 
visit a goldsmith who was refining gold in a charcoal fire. They watched as he put the gold onto 
a curved tile and put the crucible into the fire. Then he took it out to look at the gold. Then he put 
it back into the fire. Then took it out to look at the gold again. Someone asked him, “How do you 
know when the gold is refined?” “When I can see my face in it, then is it pure,” he said. When 
your faith is tested, it will be refined. And when the refining is done, God will produce a 
reflection of His own image and likeness in you and that is of greater worth than gold.  
 

3. Tested Faith Will Result in Praise, Glory, and Honor 
You have been grieved by various trials, so that the tested genuineness of your faith…. 
may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ.  
(1 Peter 1:6, 7) 

 
Whose praise, honor and glory? There are two answers to that question. 
 
Praise 
Jesus tells us that faithful servants will be praised by the Master Himself.  Well done, good and 
faithful servant. Enter into the joy of your master.  (Matthew 25:21) Faithful servants will hear 
these words from the Lord Jesus Christ Himself. In Romans 2, Paul says of a person who has 
come to love God from the heart and is indwelt by the Holy Spirit that his praise is not from man 
but from God. (Romans 2:29) If the world doesn’t think much of you, don’t worry about it. For 
the believer there is this great anticipation that persevering through trial and testing your praise 
will come from God Himself.  
 
Honor  
Then in 1 Corinthians 4:5, Paul speaks about the great day when God will bring to light the things 
that are now hidden in darkness and disclose the purpose of every heart. “Then each one will receive 

 
2 Sermon #2055 
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his commendation from God.” (1 Corinthians 4:5).  It may be hard to imagine God commending  
you, but if you are in Christ and if by faith you persevere through trial, the Bible says that God will 
commend and honor you.  
 
Glory  
Listen to these words given to elders that can be applied to all who extend themselves in the service 
of the Lord Jesus Christ. And when the chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading crown 
of glory. (1 Peter 5:4) Praise. Honor. Glory. And here Peter brings all three together: Faith that is 
proved genuine will result in praise, glory, and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. 
 
Who are these people that Jesus Christ honors and commends?  They are those who in the face of 
great trials, great darkness, great suffering and loss have loved and trusted Him still. The greatest 
honor you can give to Christ is to love and trust and obey Him in the midst of things that you do 
not understand. 
 
What will those who have endured great trials do with this praise, glory, and honor? They will lay  
any praise, glory and honor that they receive at the feet of Jesus. They will say, “Any strength that we  
had, any perseverance that we showed, any faithfulness we sustained was by Your strength and it was 
by Your grace alone.” 
 
John gives us a glimpse of that in the book of Revelation where he describes the elders who are 
around the throne and cast their crowns before the Lord Jesus Christ. In other words, that which 
was given to them to honor them, they cast at the feet of the Lord Jesus Christ. Taking up that 
theme, Charles Wesley wrote these words: 

Finish then Your new creation, pure and spotless let us be; 
let us see Your great salvation, perfect in eternity. 
Changed from glory into glory, till in heaven we take our place 
till we cast our crowns before You, lost in wonder, love and praise. 

 
Notice that Peter says this praise, glory and honor will come “at the revelation of Jesus Christ,” (v7). 
Peter is speaking of the return of Christ. The Bible often speaks of this as His “coming,” but here 
Peter uses the word “revelation.”  What is the difference between the ‘coming’ of Christ and the 
‘revelation’ of Christ? They both clearly refer to the same event, but there’s a different emphasis, 
a different nuance.  Peter has chosen this word under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit here. 
 
When you have a ‘reveal’ at the end of a show, or at the end of a project, it is the unveiling of some-
thing that is already there. A scholar by the name of Alan Stibbs has said, the revelation of Jesus 
Christ is, “not the ‘coming’ of someone hitherto absent but the visible unveiling… of someone  
who has been all the time spiritually and invisibly present.”   (Alan Stibbs3) 
 
When Amy Carmichael took her girls to see the goldsmith, she pointed out to her girls that the 
refiner never leaves the gold when it was in the fire. In every trial you have faced, your Savior 
has been present all the time. So Peter refers to the unveiling of the One who all the time has 
been spiritually and invisibly present. Brother, sister in Christ, your faith will be tested, and 

 
3 Alan Stibbs, 1 Peter, (Tyndale New Testament Commentaries), p. 79.  
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when your faith is tested it will grow. Tested faith is genuine faith. Tested faith is more precious 
than gold. Tested faith will result in praise glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. The 
same trial that brings you grief and sorrow now will one day bring praise, glory and honor when 
Jesus Christ is revealed. 
 
The Parable of the pit 
There are discoveries of God’s grace you can only make in the darkest places. Suppose you are told  
that you will be imprisoned in a pit for a week. You are told that you will never go there again in your  
life, and that you are to use your time in the pit to gain something of value.  
 
You are lowered into this pit. It is dark and damp. It smells. You feel around the walls. You can’t 
see anything of course. The walls feel like glass. You cut your finger and you think how can I 
gain anything of value here? So you just sit miserably in the darkness. You think at least its only 
one week, then I will be out of here and I will never be here again. You count hours, you count 
days, you do nothing. You just sit there.   
 
Finally, the day comes when you are lifted out of the pit. You rejoice because you will never be 
there again. As you leave the pit, you look backwards, and you see a sign that tells you the place 
you have spent the last week is a diamond mine! There are gems of grace that can only be found 
in the hardest and darkest places of life. So when your faith is tried and tested, make sure you 
don’t come out empty handed! 
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