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Introduction: 

• As we come to the end of our series, I want to speak to you today about the danger of 
forgetting the joy of heaven.  

o Because Satan is determined to rob us of looking forward to the joy of heaven.  
o Revelation chapter 13 verse 6 states, “It (that is Satan or the beast) opened its 

mouth to utter blasphemies against God, blaspheming his name and his 
dwelling” (Revelation 13:6). i 

o This verse is teaching us that, not only does Satan curse God, but he also curses 
the dwelling place of God, he curses heaven.  

o And the reason he curses heaven, the reason he wants us to forget about 
heaven, is so that we’d lose our motivation to persevere in this world.  
 

• But when you look throughout the Bible, what you see is Jesus reminding his people of 
the joy of heaven. 

o He tells his disciples in John chapter 14, “Let not your hearts be troubled…In my 
Father’s house are many rooms…And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will 
come again and will take you to myself…” (John 14:1-3). 

o We’re even told that Jesus himself persevered, as he looked forward to the joy 
of heaven.  

o The writer of Hebrews states, “Let us run with endurance the race that is set 
before us, looking to Jesus, the founder and perfector of our faith, who for the joy 
that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at 
the right hand of the throne of God” (Hebrews 12:1-2). 

o And that’s exactly what we see the Apostle Paul doing in our passage today.  
o He writes about the joy of heaven, the crown of righteousness he’s going to 

receive.  
 

• In 1952, Florence Chadwick stepped into the waters of the Pacific Ocean off Catalina 
Island, determined to swim to the shore of California.  

o But on the day of her swim, the weather was foggy, and she could hardly see the 
boats accompanying her.  

o Still, she swam for fifteen hours.  
o And when she begged to be taken out of the water, her mother, in a boat on the 

side, told her she was close and that she could make it.  
o But, physically and emotionally exhausted, she stopped swimming and was 

pulled out of the water.  
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o But it wasn’t until she got on the boat that she saw the shore was less than half a 
mile away. 

o Later at a news conference, she told the reporters, “All I could see was the fog, if 
I could’ve seen the shore, I would have made it.”ii 
 

• When you get weary and tired, what you need to see is the glory of heaven waiting for 
you. 

o Because that will energize you, that will give you comfort.  
o When you get weary and tired, what you need to see is Jesus Christ, calling you 

home from the shoreline of heaven.  
o Because he’s the one who gives you strength, because he’s the one who will 

bring you home.  
o J.C. Ryle once wrote, “I pity the man who never thinks about heaven.”iii 
o This morning, let’s fill our minds with the joy and glory of heaven, so that instead 

of shipwrecking our faith, we might find strength to persevere.  
 

Point 1:  
• As we begin, I want you to first see the calling you’ve received, the calling to serve and 

to love.  
o God has commanded you to love and serve those around you, to pour out your 

heart, to empty your energy to help those around you.  
o Our primary purpose as Christians isn’t to change the world, or to produce 

results, or to do something big for God, rather it’s to serve others.  
o That’s why Jesus says, the greatest commandment, is to first love God, then to 

love others.  
o And this was also the highest calling for Paul, this is what he spent all his life 

doing.  
 

• As the Apostle Paul came to the end of his life, there are many achievements he 
could’ve mentioned.  

o He could’ve said that he planted many churches, that he went through many 
hardships, that he trained many leaders, that he endured more pain than anyone 
else.  

o But as he comes to the end of his life, he writes about how he’s poured out his 
heart to serve others and to love others.   
 

• Look at verse 6 with me.  
o Paul writes, “For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time 

of my departure has come” (2 Timothy 4:6).  
o The drink offering was basically a container filled with wine or with oil, and it was 

poured out on the side of the food offering.  
o And Paul is picturing how he’s poured himself out for the sake of others.  
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o He’s not thinking of how other people needed to fill him.  
o He’s not saying, “Where is everyone? Why has everyone deserted me?” 
o Rather, he’s thinking of his life as a sacrifice for others.  
o He’s imagining himself as a container, and all the liquid has been emptied and 

drained.  
o There’s not a drop left.  
o He’s poured out all he’s got.  

 
• That’s why he says in chapter 2 verse 10, “Therefore, I endure everything for the sake of 

the elect, that they also may obtain the salvation that is in Christ Jesus with eternal 
glory” (2 Timothy 2:10). 

o He’s endured everything.  
o He’s given everything to serve others.  

 
• In fact, this is exactly what Jesus himself did for us as well.   

o Instead of looking to himself, he looked to the interest of others. 
o He served others and loved others, by taking the form of a servant.  
o He could’ve counted himself equal with God, but they Bible says that instead, he 

humbled himself, he emptied himself, he poured himself out to serve those he 
loved.  
 

• I wonder if some of you are feeling drained today, poured out.  
o Some of you are giving yourself to raising children.  
o Do you ever feel depleted, thinking about laundry, and rides, and homework, 

and what you’re going to cook, and how you’re going to clean? 
o I know that some of you are serving with our children, in children’s ministry.  
o Whether on Sunday or Tuesday in Awana, or Wednesday evening in youth group, 

and I know it can take a lot of energy to teach kids.  
 

• But remember, this is a good thing.  
o It’s good to be drained for the Lord.  
o Because when you pour into children, you’re entrusted them with the gospel.  
o And when I come home and talk with my kids, I can tell you that’s it’s not the 

world, but your teaching that is shaping them.  
o 50 weeks a year of Bible teaching is forming their minds and shaping their 

hearts.  
o And I just want you to know, how grateful we are for your labor of love, for all 

you’re doing for our children, as you pour out your heart.  
 

• And parents, when you pour yourself out to raise your kids in the Lord, you’re dying to 
yourself so that there might be fruit in them.  
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o In fact, that’s why Timothy was able to stand in faith as well, because of his 
grandmother and because of his mother.  

o They poured themselves out, to raise little Timothy in the Lord.  
o That’s why Paul writes, “But as for you, continue in what you have learned and 

have firmly believed, knowing whom you learned it and how from childhood you 
have been acquainted with sacred writings…” (2 Timothy 3:14-15). 

o “A faith that dwelt first in your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice and 
now, I am sure, dwells in you...” (2 Timothy 1:5). 

o Parents, it is a good thing, a glorious thing, it’s your calling, to pour out your 
heart, to teach your children the Bible, to raise your children in the Lord.  
 

• Or perhaps some of you may feel drained at work, or you may be in a situation where 
someone is being unjust to you, or in a situation with a difficult person.  

o And you may feel drained, as you pour yourself out to serve, to love, to care.  
o But remember this is pleasing to the Lord.  
o This was Moses in the wilderness.  
o For 40 years, he was in the wilderness, and the people kept complaining and 

arguing.  
o His own brother and sister even tried to remove him from leadership (Numbers 

12).  
o But he continued to pour himself out.  
o Because this was his calling, because this is what pleased the Lord.  

 
• Peter writes, “Servants, be subject to your masters with all respect, not only to the good 

and gentle but also to the unjust. For this is a gracious thing, when, mindful of God, one 
endures sorrows while suffering unjustly…When you do good and suffer for it you 
endure, this is a gracious thing in the sight of God. For to this you have been called 
because Christ also suffered for you” (1 Peter 2:18-21). 

o Let’s love others, as Christ as loved us.  
o Let’s serve others, as Christ has served us.  
o Let’s pour out ourselves for others, as Christ poured himself out for us.  
o Here we see our calling.  

 
Point 2:  

• Second, I want you to see from our passage the strength you can find as you think of the 
joys of heaven.  

o Again, look at verse 6.  
o “For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of my 

departure has come” (2 Timothy 4:6). 
o The Apostle Paul knew he was going to die.  
o He knew he was going to be executed.  
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o And he could’ve just said, “I’m being poured out, and soon, I will come to my 
death.”  

o But instead of saying that, he says that the time of his departure has come.  
 

• This word, “departure,” literally means to loosen or to untie.  
o And it’s used to describe the loosening of a rope from the dock, so that the ship 

can leave and set out to sea.  
o And that’s the picture he’s describing here.  
o In other words, the Apostle Paul isn’t considering his death a cease of existence, 

but rather he calls it a departure.  
o He’s basically saying that he’s leaving this world and entering another world.  
o This isn’t the end for him.  
o He’s departing to the joy and glory of eternal life.  

 
• This summer, my family is planning on taking a vacation to the city of Seoul, in South 

Korea.  
o And our kids are so excited.  
o The last time they went was in 2018, and they keep asking when we’re going to 

go.  
o And finally, we made a count down chart, so they can keep track of the days until 

we depart.  
 

• I don’t know how much you know about Seoul, but it’s a beautiful city.  
o There’s so much culture, and history, so many modern and historical buildings 

and things to do.  
o At almost every block, you’re able to find nice cafes. 
o And on top of that, it has some of the best food you’ll ever taste.  
o It’s a beautiful city to visit.  

 
• But what we’re most looking forward to is visiting family.  

o For both April and I, it’s been a while since we’ve seen our family members.  
o Both of our grandparents aren’t feeling well, and just a few months ago, April’s 

grandmother called, and told her, that she’s hanging on, so that we could see her 
one last time.  

o And it’s after that phone call, we decided to go and visit Seoul.  
o Unfortunately, just a few weeks ago, we got a phone call from that April’s 

grandfather had passed away, and two days after that, her grandmother as well.  
 

• But both April’s grandmother and grandfather believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, and one 
day we will all be together.  

o Though we won’t see them in the city of Seoul, we’ll see them in the city of God.  
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o And for those of you, who’ve lost friends and family members, you can find 
comfort, because through faith in Jesus Christ, you will one day be with those 
who’ve departed this world.  

o Listen to what Paul writes to those who were grieving the death of their loved 
ones, “But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about those who are 
asleep, that you may not grieve as other do who have no hope. For since we 
believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with 
him those who have fallen asleep…Therefore, encourage one another with these 
words” (1 Thessalonians 4:13-14; 18). 

o This is the hope we have in heaven.  
 

• Not only that, but you can look forward to a glorious city.  
o John writes, “And he carried me away in the Spirit to a great mountain, and 

showed me the holy city Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from God, having 
the glory of God, its radiance like a most rare jewel, like a jasper, clear as crystal” 
(Revelation 21:9-11). 

o For you nature lovers, John speaks about a great mountain.  
o I think you’ll see nature like you’ve never seen it before, more glorious and 

majestic than Mt. Everest or the Grand Canyon, or Niagara Fall.  
o And you’ll see architecture like you’ve never seen before.  
o It’s so glorious, it’s hard for John to even describe in words.  
o And the awesome thing is that none of these things will decay, there won’t be 

any natural disasters, it will last forever and forever.  
o And you’ll be able to enjoy your new home, forever and forever.  

 
• Not only that, but you’ll also be healed of all your wounds.  

o John writes in Revelation 7:17, “God will wipe away ever tear from their eyes” 
(Revelation 7:17). 

o Not only will God wipe away every tear, but he’ll also wipe away everything that 
produces painful tears. 

o If you’re struggling with depression, and you just can’t seem to overcome the 
darkness, in heaven, you’ll be set free from all the weight of darkness.  

o If you’ve struggled with a physical disability, with a mental disability, you’ll be 
able experience a completely healed and restored body.  

o As we plan our trip to Korea, one thing we’re careful about looking at is where 
we eat.  

o Because two of our kids have severe allergies, and sadly they can’t enjoy all the 
good food. 

o It’s so sad that one of the boys can’t eat pizza.  
o But in heaven, he’ll be able to eat pizza forever, their bodies will be healed, your 

bodies will be healed.  
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• The Apostle Paul knew he was going to die.  
o But he knew that his death wasn’t the end. 
o He’s looking forward to the joy and glory of heaven.  
o You don’t have to despair. 
o You don’t have to fear death.  
o Because when your time on earth is done, you will depart to your final and 

glorious resting place.  
 

Point 3:  
• Third, I want you to see from this passage, the confidence you have, in the finished work 

of Jesus Christ.  
o In verse 7 Paul writes, “I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I 

have kept the faith” (2 Timothy 4:7). 
o It may not seem clear at first, but all these phrases are referring to the same 

thing.  
o They’re all talking about faith.  

 
• That’s why in 1 Timothy 6 verse 12, Paul tells Timothy to, “Fight the good fight of the 

faith” (1 Timothy 6:12). 
o The good fight is the fight of faith.  
o And when Paul writes about finishing the race.  
o He’s speaking about how he’s persevered in the faith.  
o In Hebrews we read, “Let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us” 

(Hebrews 12:1). 
o The writer is referring to running, as persevering in faith.  
o And so, with these three phrases, Paul is summarizing his Christian life as a life of 

faith.  
o To paraphrase verse 7, he’s essentially saying, “I’ve fought the good fight of 

faith, I have run with perseverance in faith, I have kept the faith.” 
 

• In some ways, the Apostle Paul could’ve wondered if he failed the Lord at this point in 
his life.  

o Instead of pastoring a large congregation, and building up a large following, he 
was actually alone in prison.  

o He writes how all in Asia deserted him.  
o And instead of hearing reports of revival and church growth, he was getting 

reports of division, and false teaching, and gossip, and immorality, and even 
Christian leaders falling away from the faith.  

o And instead of the culture getting better, he tells Timothy that in the last days, 
things are going to get worse, that things are going to more difficult.  

o The people were deserting him, the churches weren’t in the best position, 
leaders were leaving the faith, the culture was growing more evil, and yet 
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despite all of this, Paul doesn’t say, “I failed in the end, what’s going to happen 
to the churches, I’m scared how the culture is going.”  

o Rather he says, “I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept 
the faith” (2 Timothy 4:7). 
 

• Do you see what he’s saying? 
o He’s saying that’s he’s leaving the results up to the Lord.  
o He’s saying he fought to keep his faith, no matter the hardship that came his 

way.   
o He’s saying that he trusts God, no matter what the culture looks like.  
o He’s saying that no matter how many times he fell into sin, he kept getting up, 

and trusting that Christ would forgive. 
o He’s saying that no matter what his ministry looks like today, he kept his faith in 

Christ.  
o He’s saying that no matter his successes or failures, his faith was always in the 

finished work of Jesus Christ on the cross.  
 

• Do you ever feel that you’re lacking, that you’ve failed the Lord, that your ministry 
didn’t work out the way you wanted, that you didn’t bear the fruit you were hoping for? 

o But the Lord is telling you here, that it’s not your fruitfulness, but your 
faithfulness that matters.  

o We learned last week, that when we don’t give up, God will bring the fruit in due 
season.  

o We absolutely want to bear fruit.  
o But there will be times of suffering and hardship.  
o There’s going to be times when things seem to be going backwards, more than 

forwards.   
o When things don’t go according to plan.  
o But the Lord is telling us, that our confidence needs to always be in him, never in 

the fruit of works.  
 

• I imagine all of us will face a time when, due to age, we’ll feel limited in what we can do.  
o We won’t be able to feel self-worth in all we’re achieving at home, at work, at 

church.  
o We may feel less useful, wondering what we can even do.  
o And we may even feel forgotten, and left behind by a younger generation, 

maybe even sidelined.  
o But let’s remember, that the Apostle Paul was in a similar situation.  
o He was limited in his effectiveness, he was deserted by most of his friends, and 

his career was at an end, all that was left for him was death.   
o But his confidence wasn’t in his achievements, his confidence wasn’t in, “look at 

all I did.” His confidence was in the finished work of Jesus Christ.  
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o And he says, “I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, and I have 
kept the faith” (2 Timothy 4:7). 

o Let’s put our confidence in what Christ has done for us. 
 

Point 4:  
• Fourth and finally, I want you to see here the reward you will receive, on that final day.  

o “Henceforth there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, 
the righteous judge, will award to me on that day, and not only to me but also to 
all who have loved his appearing” (2 Timothy 4:8). 

o The crown of righteousness refers to the perfect righteousness that you will 
receive on that final day.  

o When you’ll be fully made white as snow, with no blemish, covered in the blood 
of the Lamb.  

o The crown of righteousness refers to the honor you will receive, to those who 
fought the good fight, to those who finished the race, to those who kept the 
faith.  
 

• And look at those who receives this reward.  
o It’s not those who accomplished great things, or have a long resume, or those 

who were perfect, but the crown of righteousness is given to those who love his 
appearing.  

o To those who are waiting for him with eagerness.  
o To those who long to see Jesus, face to face.  

 
• Is that you today? Do you long for his appearing?  

o Do you long for the day when you’ll be clothed and made perfectly righteous? 
o If that’s not you, I plead with you, to trust in the Lord Jesus Christ today.  
o Because this verse also talks about Christ’s righteousness judgment.  
o And those who aren’t in him will be judged.  
o But if you believe, you can be clothed in his righteousness, beginning today.  

 
• In the book, The Pilgrims Progress, when Christian and Hopeful finally made to the steps 

of the heavenly city, they had to cross a river.  
o And as they begin crossing the river, Christian begins to sink, because he begins 

to doubt whether he can make it across, begins to fear that be doesn’t deserve 
to enter the holy city, he begins to get discouraged by his past sins.  

o But then, Hopeful shouts at him that Christ has made him whole, that Christ has 
covered him with all righteousness.  

o And Christian shouts out to Hopeful, “I see Him again.”iv 
o And he says that he hears Jesus’ voice say to him.  
o “When you pass through the waters, I will be with you and through the rivers, 

they shall not overwhelm you…” (Isaiah 43:2). 
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o And looking to Christ, he’s able to make it to the city of God.  
o Christian brother and sister, you don’t have to shipwreck your faith, but look to 

Christ, and he will bring you home.  
 

i Unless otherwise noted, all references to the Bible are from the English Standard Version (ESV). 
ii Alcorn, Randy. Heaven: A Comprehensive Guide to Everything the Bible Says About Our Eternal Home: Clear 
Answers to 44 Real Questions About the Afterlife, Angels, Resurrection...and the Kingdom of God (p. 23). Tyndale 
House Publishers, 2004. Kindle Edition. 
iii Ryle, J. C. Heaven (p. 19). Ross-shire, UK: Christian Focus Publications, 2000. 
iv Reade, Thomas Shaw B. et al. (pp. 48-49). Free Grace Broadcaster, Issue 254. Chapel Library, 2021. Kindle Edition. 


