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Introduction: 

• As we continue in our series this morning, I want to speak to you of the danger of giving 
up, the danger of quitting.  

o If we want to keep ourselves from shipwrecking our faith, we need to learn to 
persevere, to continue even when our situation isn’t ideal, even when we feel 
discouraged.  

o Because all of us will face quitting points in life, when we want to give up, in 
work, or school, or marriage, or ministry, or faith, or even in life.   

o When you’ll question if your effort is really worth it.  
o But God’s word reminds us that we need persevere.  
o In Galatians we read, “Let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due season we 

will reap, if we do not give up” (Galatians 6:9-10).i 
 

• In Acts chapter 15, we’re told a story about a strong disagreement between Paul and 
Barnabas (vv. 36-41). 

o Paul wanted to go with Barnabas and visit all the churches he planted to 
encourage the believers.  

o And Barnabas suggested they take John Mark, his cousin, with them.  
o But Paul didn’t want to take Mark, because on their first missionary journey, 

Mark deserted. 
o We’re not told what happened, perhaps he became exhausted, perhaps he felt 

insecure about his abilities, perhaps it just wasn’t what he expected…we don’t 
know.   

o But for whatever reason, Mark called it quits and he left Paul and Barnabas in 
the middle.  

o But Barnabas wanted to give Mark another chance, while Paul wanted to make 
sure they had reliable people to finish the work.  

o And they had such a strong disagreement, they decided to go their separate 
ways.  

o Barnabas took Mark and sailed to Cyprus, and Paul took Silas and went to Syria.  
 

• Now, why is this story in the Bible? 
o This story is in the Bible to show that there will be disagreements even among 

godly people.  
o That’s why the Bible never says who was right.  
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o And it’s important to point out that, though they disagreed, they didn’t hate 
each other, they weren’t quarrelling, they disagreed and decided to go their 
separate ways.  

o And we’re told that God blessed both their ministries. 
o Now, this could’ve been discouraging to the church in Antioch, to see Paul and 

Barnabas, their first two missionaries, go their separate ways.  
o But this story is in the Bible to show that even godly people will disagree, and the 

Lord may lead them on different paths.    
 

• But I also share this story because of what Paul says about Mark in the book of 2 
Timothy.  

o Listen to what Paul writes in 2 Timothy chapter 4. He says to Timothy, “Do your 
best to come to me soon. For Demas in love with this present world, has deserted 
me…Crescens has gone to Galatia, Titus to Dalmatia. Luke alone is with me. Get 
Mark and bring him with you, for he is very useful to me for ministry” (2 Timothy 
4:9-11). 

o He also writes in the book of Colossians, “Aristarchus my fellow prisoner greets 
you, and Mark the cousin of Barnabas…if he comes to you, welcome him” 
(Colossians 4:10). 

o There may have been a time when Mark was insecure, when Mark wasn’t up for 
the challenge, when Mark didn’t have the stomach for suffering in ministry, but 
here Paul says, “Get Mark, because he is very useful to me in ministry.”  

o In fact, Mark was even chosen by God to write the Gospel of Mark for the whole 
world to read. 
 

• You’ll face a time when you feel the challenge is too hard, when you feel insecure about 
your ability, but I want you to see today that God can grow you so that you can become 
useful to him.  

o Mark may have not done so well on his first missionary journey, but he 
persevered, and God was able to use him. 

o In fact, when you look through the Bible, you’ll see how God trained all his 
people.  

o He trained Moses, Joseph, King David, Peter and all the disciples.  
o But you’ll also see how they persevered.  
o Many of them had failures, many of them made mistakes, but they didn’t give 

up, they continued to train, and all of them became useful to the Lord.  
o And here in our passage, I want to point out 2 ways you can persevere, 2 ways 

you can grow in your usefulness to the Lord, 2 ways our church can become 
more useful to the Lord.  

 
Point 1: 
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• First, I want you to see that you can grow in your usefulness, and persevere, when you 
share in suffering as a good soldier of Jesus Christ.  

o Look at chapter 2 verse 3.  
o Paul writes, “Share in suffering as a good soldier of Christ Jesus” (2 Timothy 2:3-

4). 
o Here, God’s word tells us that we’re soldiers for him.  
o This means there’s a battle that’s happening.  
o There are spiritual forces of darkness trying to break God’s people, trying to 

divide the church. 
o I’m sure many of you have seen pictures of the war in Ukraine. 
o And the destruction war has brought.  
o That’s the picture the Lord wants us to imagine.  

 
Point 1A:  

• And one way we can share in suffering is by fighting as a good soldier, by getting in the 
fight.  

o Because that’s what good soldiers do: they fight.  
o That’s why Paul writes to Timothy, “Wage the good warfare” (1 Timothy 1:18). 
o “But as for you, O man of God, flee these things. Pursue righteousness, 

godliness…Fight the good fight of the faith. Take hold of the eternal life to which 
you were called” (1 Timothy 6:11-12). 

o The Lord is commanding Timothy, the Lord is commanding us, to get in the fight, 
to start waging the good warfare.  
 

• Sadly, this is the exact opposite of what the world tells us.  
o The world tells us that this is a time of peace.   
o That sin is normal.  
o That you’re fine the way you are, and that you don’t have to change, that our 

spiritual life isn’t that important.  
o That no one should force you to change.  
o But the Bible is telling us here, that if you’re a Christian, you have the power to 

change, you have the power to fight because you have the Holy Spirit living in 
you.  
 

• Perhaps there was a time you served the Lord, served in the church, you fought against 
your sin, you fought to pursue godliness, you worked on becoming more useful to the 
Lord.  

o But for whatever reason, you’ve taken a back seat.  
o And now you’re sitting on the bench.  
o But the Lord is speaking to us today, and he’s saying that it’s time to get back in 

the fight.  
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o Because you have the power to overcome fear, you have the power to overcome 
sin, you have the power to change, to have joy, and peace, and courage.  

o Because if you didn’t, the Lord wouldn’t command these things.  
o Share in suffering, by getting back in the fight.  

 
Point 1B: 

• Not only by getting in the fight, but we can share in suffering by getting on our knees, by 
being committed to prayer.  

o In Ephesians chapter 6, Paul brings up the imagery of soldier, and there he 
states, “Take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the 
word of God, praying at all times in the Spirit, with all prayer and supplication” 
(Ephesians 6:17-18). 

o Do you see the weapon the Lord has given to you to use? 
o We’re called to fight and endure, through prayer.   

 
• One commenter states, “I have been impressed more than ever before, that God has 

given us prayer not as an intercom for increased convenience in our secluded cottages, 
but as a walkie-talkie connecting the general's headquarters with the transportation line 
and the field hospital and the front line artillery. Prayer is not a bell to call the servants 
to satisfy some desire we happen to feel, it is a battlefield transmitter for staying in 
touch with the general. The power of prayer was not given to the church to win 
comforts but to wield a weapon.”ii  
 

• If a soldier wants to be useful on the battlefield, he needs to be in communication with 
his commanding officer.  

o So, he can get tactical advice and tactical support.  
o It’s the same with us.  
o And if you’re feeling a lack of strength today perhaps it’s because you’ve been 

neglecting prayer in your life.  
 

• In this battle, the Lord has called us to be devoted in prayer.  
o Because the power to fight comes from the Lord, and it’s through prayer that we 

can receive his power.  
o Because the power of prayer was not given to the church to win comforts but to 

wield a weapon. 
o Because the Christian that prays is the Christian that will become useful to the 

Lord.  
o Because the Christian that prays is the Christian that will persevere to the end.  

 
Point 2:  

• Not only are we to share in suffering, as we get in the fight, and get on our knees, but 
we’re also told that our aim must be to please the Lord.  
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o “No soldier gets entangled in civilian pursuits since his aim is to please the one 
who enlisted him” (2 Timothy 2:3). 

o Here the Apostle Paul isn’t commanding everyone to leave their jobs and to 
pursue a career in ministry.  

o Rather, this verse is commanding us to please the Lord, in how we live every day. 
o Whether at work or home, whether with family or friends, whether at church or 

at the store, he’s saying to you, “make it your aim to please the Lord.”  
o Are you living to please the Lord? 

 
• Let me give you five areas, where you can ask yourself, if you’re living to please the 

Lord.  
 
Point 2A: 

• First, we need to ask if our aim is to please the Lord in our speech.  
o It’s good to ask, what you’ve been talking about with other people recently, 

what have you been saying? 
o Because what we say matters.  
o Because what you say will impact your heart and your faith.  
o Because what you say will impact your perseverance and usefulness to the Lord.  

 
• Look at what Paul writes in 1 Timothy chapter 5: “Besides that, they learn to be idlers, 

going about from house to house, and not only idlers, but also gossips and busybodies, 
saying what they should not…For some have already strayed after Satan” (1 Timothy 
5:13; 15). 

o Do you see what the apostle is saying here? 
o He’s saying that gossip has led some to seek after Satan.  
o Gossip is talk that diminishes others.  
o It’s speech that tears the body down, it encourages judgment on others, creates 

an inside and outside group.  
o And in our passage, it says that it will lead people to chase after Satan, the king 

of all slanderous speech.  
 

• Also, in 2 Timothy chapter 2, Paul writes, “Avoid irreverent babble, for it will lead people 
into more and more ungodliness, and their talk will spread like gangrene…upsetting the 
faith of some” (2 Timothy 2:16-18). 

o Here we’re told how our speech can lead to ungodliness, that it’ll ruin our 
character.  

o Not only that, Paul says that our speech can lead others to question their faith, 
to upset their faith.  

o Your speech may not only lead you to more and more ungodliness, but it may 
have an impact on another person’s faith.  

o What we say matters.  
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o And so God’s word tells us that we need to watch our speech.  
 

• If you want to grow in your usefulness to the Lord, if you want to persevere, consider 
what you say.  

o Ask yourself this week if you’re aiming to please the Lord in your conversations. 
o With your co-workers, with your children, with your friends.  
o Are you building up or are you tearing down? 
o Is it honoring to Christ? 
o Aim to please the Lord with our speech, and you will persevere, you will become 

more useful to the Lord.  
 
Point 2B: 

• Second, we need to ask if our aim is to please the Lord in our conduct.  
o Here Paul is speaking about our behavior.  
o How do we treat others? 
o What would others say about our behavior? 
o If you say you’re going to do something, do you follow through? 
o Does your speech match your conduct? 

 
• In 1 Timothy chapter 5, Paul gives an outline of how we’re to conduct ourselves in the 

church.  
o He says, “Do not rebuke an older man but encourage him as you would a father, 

younger men as brothers, older women as mothers, younger women as sister, in 
all purity” (1 Timothy 5:1-2). 

o Here he’s speaking about how we’re to show respect to others in our conduct.  
o Those who grow in their usefulness to the Lord, are those who aim to please the 

Lord in their conduct.  
o Those who treat others with respect.  

 
• When you treat those who are marginalized, when you respect those whom other 

people overlook, Jesus says, that you are actually serving him.  
o He says that on the last day, he’s going to say to his people, “I was hungry and 

you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a stranger and you 
welcomed me, I was naked and you clothed me, I was sick and you visited me, I 
was in prison and you came to me” (Matthew 25:35-36). 

o And when we ask, “When did we do all these for you Jesus?” 
o Jesus is going to say, “As you did it to one of the least of these my brothers, you 

did it for me” (Matthew 25:40). 
o Aim to please the Lord with your conduct.  

 
Point 2C: 

• Third, we need to ask if our aim is to please the Lord in our love.  
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o Paul writes in 2 Timothy 3, “In the last days there will come times of difficulty. For 
people will be lovers of self, lovers of money, proud, arrogant, abusive, 
disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, heartless, unappeasable, 
slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not loving good, treacherous, reckless, 
swollen with conceit, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God…” (2 Timothy 
3:1-4). 

o There are so many things in this world that we can love.  
o And God’s word is warning us of falling into the trap of loving things that will 

lead us away from him.  
o Paul even mentions Demas, who was once a part of the church, but who now in 

love with the world, has deserted him.  
 

• I recently read a book written by James Smith called You Are What You Love. 
o And in that book, he warns believers to guard their hearts, to guard their desires, 

because we become what we love, because we become what we desire.  
o Listen to what he writes, “Discipleship, we might say, is a way to curate your 

heart, to be attentive to and intentional about what you love. So discipleship is 
more a matter of hungering and thirsting than of knowing and learning.”iii 

o Do you see what the writer is saying, he’s saying, that if you love the world, you 
will become like the world, but if you love Jesus Christ, you will become more 
like Jesus Christ.  

o If we want to grow in our usefulness to Christ, if we want to persevere in our 
faith, we need to aim to please the Lord in what we love.  
 

• The book of 1 Timothy was written to the church in Ephesus.  
o And somewhere along the line, the church in Ephesus must have stopped loving 

the Lord.  
o They were doing the work of ministry, they were serving and grinding it out, they 

were even enduring persecution, but they lost their love for the Lord.  
o John writes in Revelation chapter 2, “I know you are enduring patiently and 

bearing up for my name’s sake, and you have not grown weary. But I have this 
against you, that you have abandoned the love you had at first. Remember 
therefore from where you have fallen; repent, and do the works you did at first” 
(Revelation 2:3-4). 

o They were working, but not loving.  
 

• Are you just going through the motions of Christianity? 
o Perhaps it’s time that you sought to cultivate your love again for Christ. 
o As we seek to be a church useful to the Lord, as we seek to persevere in our 

faith, let’s make it our aim, to love the Lord our God, with all our heart, with all 
our mind, and with all our strength.  
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Point 2D: 
• Fourth, we need to ask if our aim is to please the Lord in our faith.  

o We spoke about living by faith a few weeks ago, but let me remind you of what 
Paul writes in 2 Timothy chapter 1 verses 5 and 6.  

o He says, “I am reminded of your sincere faith, a faith that dwelt first in your 
grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice and now, I am sure, dwells in you as 
well. For this reason I remind you to fan into flame the gift of God” (2 Timothy 
1:5-6). 

o In this verse, the gift that God has given to Timothy is his faith.  
o This faith that was in his Grandmother Lois, and his Mother Eunice, has now 

been given to him.  
o And Paul tells Timothy to stretch his faith, to use his faith, to fan into flame his 

faith, so that he can step out in faith.  
 

• And if we want to be useful to the Lord, if we want to persevere, we need to ask if we’re 
aiming to please the Lord with our faith.  

o If we’re willing to stretch our faith.  
o Because the Lord didn’t give us faith so that we can hide it until he returns, 

rather the Lord gave us faith so that we can fan it into flame and use is for his 
glory.  

o To grow in our confidence in what the Lord can do, not to grow pessimistic, not 
to become insecure, but to trust him every day with our work, with our 
relationships, with our lives.  
 

• The Lord may be speaking to some of you today, and he may have given you a strong 
sense to step out in faith.  

o Whether to leave your job, to begin a new job or a new career.  
o Whether to start a business, or to take on a leadership role, or to take on more 

responsibility.  
o Perhaps he may be calling some of us to end a relationship, or for others to start 

a new relationship.   
o Perhaps there are big changes that are going to take place in your future.  
o Is there any area in your life in which you need to give up to the Lord? 
o Whatever that might be, the Lord is telling you to put your faith in him.  
o “Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not lean on your own 

understanding. In all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make straight your 
path” (Proverbs 3:5-6). 

 
Point 2E: 

• Fifth and finally, we need to ask if our aim is to please the Lord in our purity.  
o Paul tells Timothy to treat younger sisters with absolute purity.  
o He tells him to flee youthful passions and pursue righteousness.  
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o Here, he warns Timothy of the dangers of sexual temptation.  
o Literally, he tells Timothy to run away, to flee from impurity, from youth 

passions. 
 

• It’s a rare case where someone will wake up one day and suddenly say, “Today, I’m 
going to have an affair.”  

o Rather, adultery begins with a small flirtatious conversation.  
o A drink after work.  
o Small decisions, that lead to shipwreck, that lead to foolishness.  
o And the Lord is telling us, to flee.  
o Is there some place, or a conversation, or a situation we need to flee?  
o To grow in our usefulness, to persevere in our faith, let’s flee unrighteousness, 

and pursue purity.  
o Let’s aim to please the Lord in our purity.  

 
Conclusion:  

• Instead of giving up, if you want to persevere, if you want to grow in your usefulness to 
the Lord: 

o If our church is to grow in our usefulness to the Lord.  
o We need to first share in suffering as good soldier by joining the battle and by 

cultivating a lifestyle of prayer.  
o And second, if we are to grow in usefulness and persevere, we’re called to aim to 

please the Lord in our speech, in our conduct, in our love, in our faith, and in our 
purity.  
 

• But I want you to notice where our strength comes from.  
o In chapter 2 verse 1, Paul writes, “You then, my child, be strengthened by the 

grace that is in Christ Jesus” (2 Timothy 2:1). 
o Paul tells Timothy, that the strength for being a good soldier doesn’t come from 

inside of him.  
o He tells Timothy, that the strength to suffer, the strength to please the Lord with 

all his life comes from Jesus himself.  
o The Christian life is a battle, and it takes great effort, but the wonderful truth we 

see here is that it’s Jesus Christ himself who enables it, who gives us the strength 
to endure and to fight and to persevere. 
 

• Several years ago, there was a very well-known pastor who came to The Orchard to 
speak to some of our pastors.  

o And he spoke to us on how to finish well in life and ministry.  
o And after giving us great wisdom and practical advice on ways to finish well.  
o In the end, he said, “I wasn’t able to finish well because I was better than others, 

or because I tried harder, or because I had stronger will power.” 
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o He said, “I am what I am, because of the grace of God.” 
o It was all of grace.  
o We can persevere, we can grow in our usefulness, through the grace of God.  
o Because God’s grace doesn’t just give us forgiveness for our past sins, God’s 

grace gives us strength for the future that’s before us.   
 

i Unless otherwise noted, all references to the Bible are from the English Standard Version (ESV). 
ii Piper, John. The Weapon Serves the Wielding Power. January 6, 1985. 
iii Smith, James K. A. You Are What You Love: The Spiritual Power of Habit (p. 2). Baker Publishing Group. Kindle. 


