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The Orchard Arlington Heights                              Sunday, February 12, 2023 
The Promise Fulfilled: Confirmation                                 Pastor Brad Wetherell 
Matthew 3:13-17 
 
 
Let’s keep our Bibles open right there at Matthew, Chapter 3 as we continue our journey through this 
Gospel together. Today we come to a key turning point in the book of Matthew. So far we have been 
looking at the opening scenes of the story. Each scene has been full of important information and 
secondary characters. But now, the main character steps onto the stage.  
 
Matthew 3:13 begins with these words: Then Jesus came from Galilee… 
 
This is the start of Jesus’s public life and ministry, which spanned just three years or so, but left an 
indelible mark on this world. So much so, that we have divided all of human history into the years 
before Christ (BC) and the years since he came which are now marked with the Latin phrase, Anno 
Domini (AD), “the year of our Lord.” And in the year of our Lord 2023, this man’s life remains of the 
utmost importance for every single person on the planet. In fact, it is not an overstatement to say that 
what you think and believe about Jesus is the most important thing about you. But here’s the problem: 
our world is full of confusion regarding Jesus. 
 
People have all kinds of opinions about Jesus and all sorts of questions about Jesus. Is he nothing 
more than figment of religious imagination, or is he truly a historical figure? Is he an exemplary moral 
teacher, or is he a moral monster, promoting the kind of ethic that more enlightened people today 
should cast off and disregard for the sake of social progress? Is he just a man? Or is he something 
more? Who is Jesus? Well, we need the entirety of Matthew’s Gospel, and the rest of the Bible for 
that matter, to answer these questions fully. But our passage today provides us with an excellent 
starting point. Because in these verses we’re going to hear God’s direct answer to the question.  
 
So, if you came here today with an unsettled opinion regarding Jesus or unanswered questions about 
Jesus, I am praying that you will trust what God says. Because it’s the kind of thing you should want 
to be true even if it feels hard to believe. It’s very good news. And, if you’ve been following Jesus for 
years as so many of you have, I am praying that what God says will deepen your trust in Jesus and fill 
you with a fresh sense of love for Jesus. So, what does God say about Jesus in Matthew 3:13-17?  
 
Two things: 

1. Jesus is the Servant. 
2. Jesus is the Son. 

 
Let’s look at those one at a time and see what they mean for us. 
 
1. Jesus is the Servant 
 
Let’s pick up the story in verse 13. It says, Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to John, to be 
baptized by him.  
 
Last week we saw that John the Baptist was a preacher and a prophet sent by God to prepare the 
way of the Lord. His message was clear and straightforward: Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at 
hand. “God is coming,” John proclaimed, “And there is only one way to be ready to meet him.” “You 
must confess your sins, seek his forgiveness, and pursue a life that is honoring to him.” And as an 
outward symbol of the inner cleansing the people needed, John baptized them in the water of the 
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Jordan river. Now Jesus comes out to the wilderness where John is preaching and baptizing and he 
does not come to observe, he comes to participate. He comes to be baptized by John. And if that 
sounds odd to you, Jesus being baptized, it was odd to John too. 
 
Listen to verse 14: John would have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you 
come to me?”  
 
Here at The Orchard, if you want to be baptized, you fill out a baptism request form and meet with one 
of our pastors. It’s an opportunity for us to listen to your testimony to hear how you came to realize 
you were a sinner in need of a Savior and what repentance has looked like in your life. If we got a 
baptism request form from Jesus, and if I sat down at that meeting, I’d want to say the same thing as 
John! No way, Jesus. You don’t have any sins to confess. You don’t have any reason to repent. You 
don’t need to be baptized! As we read through Matthew we’re going to see again and again that Jesus 
does not always act in predictable ways. He does things that people find surprising, confusing, and 
even shocking. And every Christian knows this from our own experience. We set out to follow Jesus, 
and at times we find ourselves saying, “I have no idea what he is doing!” But we will also see that 
even though Jesus is not always predictable, he is always purposeful. He knows what he is doing, 
even when no one else seems to understand. 
 
So, what’s his purpose here? Verse 15: But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now, for thus it is fitting 
for us to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented.  
 
Jesus sympathizes with John’s confusion. It’s as if he says, “I know this is unusual. But trust me, right 
now, this is the right thing to do.” This baptism. It’s a righteous thing. It’s something God requires. 
John hears that and he consents. He obeys. When I issue a command in our house, most of the time 
our kids will ask, “Why?” And usually, I’ll provide a detailed explanation. But sometimes the answer is, 
“Because I said so.” And that should be enough. Church, sometimes Jesus’s commands make perfect 
sense to us, other times we feel like we’d like more of an explanation. But the simple fact that he says 
so should be enough for us. John knows that. So, he consents. He obeys even though he does not 
fully understand. But an explanation is coming. In the next two verses we see that the baptism of 
Jesus was an opportunity for God to declare something crucial about Jesus. Something every witness 
of his baptism needed to know. And something all of us need to know as well.  
 
Look first at verse 16: And when Jesus was baptized, immediately he went up from the water, and 
behold, the heavens were opened to him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and 
coming to rest on him.  
 
After his baptism, God visibly places his Spirit upon Jesus. In Luke’s Gospel we read how the Holy 
Spirit descended on him in bodily form, like a dove. Like a dove swooping down from the sky the Holy 
Spirit of God comes down from heaven and rests upon Jesus. Surely, the Holy Spirit was active in 
Jesus’s earthly life before this moment, but now his presence is unmistakable. The Spirit of God is 
upon him.  
 
And then, we read this in verse 17: behold, a voice from heaven said, “This is my beloved Son, with 
whom I am well pleased.”  
 
That last phrase, “With whom I am well pleased,” could also be translated, “In whom I delight.” So, 
who is Jesus? He is someone in whom God delights. And he is someone upon whom God puts his 
Spirit. Now, the opening chapters of Matthew have repeatedly shown us that Jesus came to fulfill 
every promise, every prophetic word, and every part of the Old Testament. And that same thing is 
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happening here. In the book of Isaiah, God promised that one day he would send a servant to his 
people.  
 
This servant becomes a major theme in the book, and he is introduced in Isaiah 42:1 with these 
words: Behold my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; I have put my Spirit 
upon him. (Isaiah 42:1)  
 
Hundreds of years before Jesus’s baptism, God promised that one day, a servant would come, a 
servant in whom God delights, a servant upon whom God puts his Spirit. And at Jesus’s baptism, God 
says, “He’s here!” The promise is fulfilled. And this is wonderful news for us. Because God said this 
servant would do many wonderful things for us. Let me highlight two of those things and show you 
how they are fulfilled in Jesus. 
 
First, Jesus is… 
 

A. The servant who came to identify with us. 
 
As you read Isaiah’s description of the servant, you quickly come to find that he is not 
someone who stands at a distance from God’s people. No, the servant draws near to God’s 
people. He enters their world, and he shares their experiences both the good and the bad. For 
example, nowhere in Isaiah is the servant more fully described than in Chapter 53.  
 
And Isaiah 53:4 says this, Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows. 
 
So God’s servant will not simply come and see the griefs and sorrows of his people, he will 
bear them, he will experience them too. This is Jesus. He was born into this world as one of 
us. He experienced the painful realities of life in this fallen world like all of us. Tonight, if you 
happen to watch a certain football game, you are going to see a commercial that is trying to 
make this precise point about Jesus, that he gets us, that he understands, that he’s not aloof 
or ignorant of the difficulties we face, that he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows.  
Friends, try to take that in.  
 
What grieves you? What is the source of your sorrow today? We’re all dealing with something.  
What is it for you? Are you grieving the loss of someone dear to you? Jesus knows what that 
is like. He once stood outside the tomb of his friend and wept. Are you enduring the sorrow of 
a betrayal? Jesus knows what that is like. He once invested in a man for three years, who 
turned his back on him to gain a couple of dollars. Are you saddened by the unbelief you see 
in a member of your family? Jesus knows what that is like. His mother and his brothers were 
once convinced he was out of his mind. Are you frustrated by the hypocrisy and abuse of 
authority you see in people with power? Jesus knows what that is like. He called it out when 
he saw it and suffered greatly for it. Are you exhausted by a relentless schedule? Jesus knows 
what that is like. Even when he tried to get away from it all, crowds of people found him and 
demanded things from him. We could keep going all day. 
 
There is not a single grief we bear that he has not borne as well. There is not a single sorrow 
we carry that he has not carried as well. He is the servant who identifies with us. He gets us.  
And that should fill you with confidence that you can draw near to him in your grief and in your 
sorrow. In other words, this is one of the great motivations we have for prayer. Because when 
we pray, we are speaking to someone who truly understands what we are talking about! Not 
just intellectually, but experientially!  
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We all know how helpful it is when we share some struggle or some burden with someone 
who not only listens to us, but then says to us, “I know what that’s like.” Then, as you talk, you 
realize that while there are of course differences in your situations, you really have gone 
through something similar. This is someone who understands. And you find great comfort in 
talking with him or her. Church, this is the same comforting experience we can have every 
time we pray. 
 
When you talk to Jesus about your griefs and sorrows, you are talking to someone who knows 
what it’s like, you are talking with someone who has gone through something similar, you are 
talking to someone who truly understands. He is the servant who came to identify with us by 
suffering in this fallen world just like us. But there’s more than that. He did not only come to 
sympathize with us. He came to save us. 
 
He is also… 
 
B. The servant who came to die for us. 
 
In Isaiah’s prophecy about the servant, he makes it clear that this servant is going to die in the 
place of God’s people to save them from their sins. 
 
Listen to Isaiah 53:5: But he was pierced for our transgressions; he was crushed for our 
iniquities; upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with his wounds we are 
healed. 
 
Grief and sorrow are significant problems, but they are not our greatest problem. Our greatest 
problem is the guilt of our sin. There is no sin in Jesus. Which is why, at his baptism, God 
says, without qualification, that he is well pleased with Jesus. But God cannot say the same 
about us. Many people find this surprising. They assume that God (if he exists) must be pretty 
well pleased with them. “After all,” they might say, “I’m doing my best. I’m trying to be a good 
person.” “Won’t God give me an ‘A’ for effort? Or at least a passing grade? There are plenty of 
people doing way worse things than me.” Friends, it’s very important that we let the Bible tell 
us the truth about ourselves. And if we are willing to do that, here’s what we find. In Romans 3, 
Paul sums up Scripture’s testimony concerning all people.  
 
He says, it is written: “None is righteous, no, not one; no one understands; no one seeks for 
God. All have turned aside; together they have become worthless; no one does good, not 
even one.” “There is no fear of God before their eyes.”  
 
That is the universal human condition. It manifests itself in different ways in different people. 
But we’re all a part of it. We’re all guilty of rebellion against God. And the result is that we are 
at enmity with God. And if nothing changes, we can only expect to face the wrath of his 
judgement. If nothing changes… But, praise God, something has changed! God sent a 
servant. A servant who was pierced for our transgressions, crushed for our iniquities, 
chastised so that we might know peace. A servant who stood in our place, who paid for our 
sins, and who makes us right with God again. This is Jesus! He was born in the likeness of 
sinful flesh. He was baptized alongside sinners who need to repent. And he died a sinner’s 
death on a cross, not because he was a sinner, but that he might save sinners like you and 
me. 
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Jesus is the servant who came to identify with us, so that he might ultimately die for us. He is 
the one with whom God is well-pleased, who laid down his life, that God might be well-pleased 
with us too. Friends, trust God’s servant. Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be 
saved. Your sins will be forgiven. Your relationship with God will be restored. This is what 
Jesus came into the world to accomplish. Jesus is the Servant. 
 
But that’s not all. 

 
2. Jesus is the Son 
 
At the very end of Matthew’s Gospel, as Jesus dies on the cross, the Roman Centurion will make his 
famous declaration: Truly this was the Son of God! But he’s not the first person to make that 
declaration! It was clear from the very beginning of his public life and ministry.  
 
Listen to verse 17 one more time: Behold, a voice from heaven said, “This is my beloved Son, with 
whom I am well pleased.” 
 
So, who is Jesus? Jesus is God’s Son. God’s beloved Son. Now, most of us are very familiar with this 
truth. In fact, as Christians we are so familiar with the doctrine of the Trinity that it doesn’t surprise us 
to read about God the Spirit descending upon God the Son while God the Father speaks from 
heaven. We know that we believe in one God who eternally exists in three equally divine persons. But 
if we’re honest, we’re not always sure what difference that doctrine should make in our lives. After all, 
when we try and wrap our minds around it we get confused, when we try and talk about it we end up 
saying the wrong thing, so perhaps we should just leave it alone. Perhaps it’s a truth for seminarians 
and theologians, but not for the rest of us. Maybe we should just acknowledge it here in Matthew 3 
and move on. Well, not so fast.  
 
Let’s just dwell on those words “beloved Son” for a few moments here before our time in this passage 
is done. God the Father says Jesus is his beloved Son. Not simply his Son. His beloved Son. God the 
Father loves Christ the Son. And he has loved Christ the Son for all of eternity. 
 
In John 17:24, Jesus is praying, and he says, Father… you loved me before the foundation of the 
world. 
 
Think about that! Michael Reeves puts it like this, “Before he ever created, before he ever ruled the 
world, before anything else… God was a Father loving a Son.” Our world loves love. We’ve got a 
whole holiday for it on Tuesday! But where does love come from? Is love something real, meaningful, 
eternal? Or, is love simply one more result of the evolutionary process, developed in humans for 
some unknown reason, and possibly just a temporary part of this phase of our perpetual progress 
forward as a species? Try putting that in a Valentine’s card! No, love exists because we have God 
who is love! And he decided to share the love. So, he created the world.  
 
He didn’t create because he was lonely. He didn’t create because he was lacking anything. He didn’t 
need us. He was perfectly content, delighting in the eternal love of Father, Spirit, and Son. But in his 
abundant generosity, he decided to make people with whom he could share that love. Like a bucket 
completely full of water, God was full of love before the creation of the world. But then he decided to 
keep the hose running and allow his love to spill over onto those whom he created. But we were not 
grateful. As we’ve already seen, we devalued his love, and we rejected his love. And that could have 
been the end of the story. God could have wiped the world clean, starting over with a whole new 
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creation. But his love for us endured. And instead of destroying the world, God sent his Son to save 
the world. 
 
For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, his beloved Son, that whoever believes in him 
should not perish but have eternal life… Eternal life enjoying the eternal love of God.  
 
And when Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to John, to be baptized by him, John did not 
understand what was happening. But God had selected this as the moment to confirm Jesus’s 
identity. And when Jesus came out of the water, and the Spirit descended, the Father declared, “This 
is my beloved Son.” “He is here to restore what humanity has lost, to bring my people back into my 
love.” And in the rest of the book of Matthew we’ll see him accomplishing this mission.  
 
But here’s where we’ll end today. 
 
Conclusion  
 
Friend, what you think and believe about Jesus is the most important thing about you. So, who is he? 
Who is Jesus? How will you answer that question? You don’t have to guess. You don’t have to 
wonder. God has told you. Jesus is the servant. He is the Servant who came to identify with us. Who 
walked on this earth, who experienced this life in all its sorrows. And he is the Servant who came to 
die for us. Who laid down his life to pay for our sins and secure our pardon. 
 
And he is the Son, the beloved Son of God, who came on a mission, to bring us back for all eternity 
into the love we were created to enjoy. Draw near to him today. Confess your need of him today. And 
profess your love for him today. What a wonderful thing it would be to leave this place saying in our 
hearts something similar to what God spoke at Jesus’s baptism. He said, “This is my beloved Son, 
with whom I am well pleased, in whom I delight.” May we all leave today saying, “Jesus is my beloved 
Savior, with whom I am well pleased, in whom I delight.” 
 


