
Growing in Love        January 8, 2023 
2. Love is Our Greatest Need      Pastor Colin Smith 
1 Corinthians 13 
 
Please open your Bible 1 Corinthians 13.  Our series is titled, Growing in Love. We are spending 
two weeks looking at why we must grow in love and then two weeks on how we can grow in 
love. Last week we saw that we must grow in love because love is our distinct calling. Jesus said, 
“A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you, you also 
are to love one another. By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love 
for one another.” (John 13:34-35) This is the distinctive calling of the disciples of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 
 
Our world is becoming increasingly angry and divided and the natural response to growing anger 
and hostility in the world is growing anger and hostility in the church. But Jesus calls us to 
something different. By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for 
one another, (John 13:35). Jesus does not present this as an option. It is a commandment. “A new 
commandment I give to you,” Jesus says. Love is our distinct calling, and as the world becomes 
harsher, our calling will be all the more distinct. I am wholly persuaded that the greatest need of 
the church today is a fresh outpouring of faith, hope, and love. If we grow in faith, hope and love 
we will shine like lights in the world and people in darkness will be drawn to the light. 1 
Corinthians 13 gives us three reasons for growing in love. We looked at the first last week. 
 
1. Love is essential for effective ministry  
Paul identifies six gifts that are given to Christian believers. Eloquent speech, spiritual 
experiences, brilliant minds, outstanding achievements, unusual generosity, and courageous 
commitment. These are all marvelous gifts from the hand of God, but we saw that every gift 
brings its own temptation. Paul warns us that it is possible to engage in ministry without love and 
if we exercise our gifts without love, we will gain nothing. 
 
Paul offers himself as an example. He speaks in the first person. If I do not have love, then all my 
speaking, and my spiritual experience are nothing more than a repulsive noise. If I do not have 
love, then despite all of my knowledge, my insight into theology, and my work in planting 
churches, I am nothing. If I do not have love, then despite all I have given, all I have sacrificed, 
and all I have suffered, I will gain nothing. If that was true for Paul, how much more is it true for 
me and for you? We all need to grow in love because love is essential for effective ministry. So I 
am inviting you to join me in asking God that we will grow in love this year and that we will 
pursue this priority together. 
 
If you are married, ask God to refresh, renew, and deepen your love for your spouse. You 
provide, you work, you maintain a home, but it is possible to do these things without love. If you 
have children, ask God to renew your love for your children. You work tirelessly for them. You 
provide the best home and the best education you can, but it is possible to do these things with 
little love. If you are employed, ask God that you will grow in love for your colleagues. It is 
possible to be efficient and effective, but to remain detached and not show love to the people 
around you. 
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Think about neighbors and friends who do not know Christ. Ask God that you will grow in love 
for them. You don’t want to be like a noisy gong or a clanging symbol when you speak to them. 
Think about someone with whom you deeply disagree. A person with whom you might easily 
find yourself in conflict. Who comes to your mind? God calls you to love this person too, so ask 
God that you may grow in love for him or her. 
 
Ask Christ that you will grow in love for His church. The Church is the bride of Christ and 
Christ loves the Church with all her many blemishes. Ask Him that you may grow in love for her 
too. Ask Christ that you will grow in love for a lost world. God so loved the world… Ask God to 
deepen your compassion for the needs of others around you and as you grow in love, ask Him to 
move you to greater endeavor. Love is the fountain of effective ministry. Effective ministry is 
impossible without love, so grow in love. That’s the first answer to the question ‘why?’ Today 
we come to the second and third reason for pursuing love. Why should we seek to grow in love? 
 
2. Love will equip us for life 
Paul identifies six ways in which growing in love will change you and equip you for life.  
 
a. Love is patient and kind (v4) 
It would be easy to misread these verses and to feel overwhelmed by a sense of your own failure. 
And the good news is that if reading these verses leaves you with a sense of hopeless failure, it is 
probably because you have not understood them correctly. Think with me for a moment about 
baking a cake. The first thing you need to do is to get the ingredients. You need the butter, flour, 
eggs, sugar… Then you mix these together and put them in the oven. But without the 
ingredients, you can’t bake the cake.  
 
When you read these verses, they might sound like a list of ingredients.  Love is patient. Love is 
kind. Love does not envy… It is not irritable… 
It does not insist on its own way. Someone might say, ‘Well this is very clear. If I am to have 
love, I must be patient, and kind and I must get rid of all envy. I must stop being irritable, and I 
must quit insisting on my own way. But here’s the problem: I don’t have the ingredients. I am 
not very patient. I am sometimes unkind. I struggle with envy; too often I am irritable and I like 
getting my own way! I don’t have the ingredients. So how can I grow in love? 
 
Thank God, these verses are not telling us what we need to have in order to grow in love. These 
verses are telling us what we will receive when we grow in love. Forget the picture of baking a 
cake and think about a tree that bears good fruit. Love is patient. Love is kind. Love does not 
envy. It is not irritable. It does not insist on its own way. This is telling us that if you have love, if 
this gift is growing in your life, you will have patience. You will grow in kindness. The more 
you have love, the more you will find that you’re not envying or irritable. You will not insist on 
your own way. This is the good fruit that growing in love will bear in your life. Paul is telling us 
why love is the gift of supreme value. Why is this the thing that we should be going after?  Why 
is it so valuable? That is what the whole chapter is about. In these verses he’s telling us that love 
is of supreme value because of the marvelous fruit that it will bear in your life. So try to take in 
the hope and encouragement that these verses bring. Some people will try your patience and 
when they do, you may be tempted to be harsh in return. But this is telling us that if you have 
love you will be patient. If you have love, you will be kind.  
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Love will restrain the impulse of your flesh to respond in anger when someone hurts you. Love 
will lead you to trust God for his or her  
repentance and to wait for it patiently, even if there is no sign of that on the horizon. And what 
will you do while you are waiting to see  
repentance? You will show kindness. This is how God has loved us. It was His kindness that 
leads us to repentance (Romans 2:4). Love will  
produce the good fruit of patience and kindness in you. These are the good fruits of growing in 
love. And there’s more! 
 
b. Love does not envy (v4) 
Again, notice, the apostle is not saying ‘if you are going to grow in love, you have to get rid of 
envy’. It’s the other way round. He is saying, “If you grow in love, you will be delivered from 
the destructive power of envy! This is good news because somewhere in your life, you will feel 
that something was given to someone else that should have been given to you. You will feel that 
they were shown favor that should have been shown to you, and that they did not deserve what 
they received. But love will deliver you from the destructive power of envy. The more you grow 
in love, the more content you will be. Love is God’s antidote to envy. Love will release you from 
the self-destructive power of bearing a grudge. Love will enable you to rejoice when God gives 
more to others than He gave to you. The more you love the more content you will be.  
 
c. Love does not… boast; it is not arrogant (v4) 
Here love deals with the opposite temptation. Envy focuses on what my neighbor has and I do 
not. Pride focuses on what I have and my neighbor does not. Pride wants other people to see who 
I am and what I have done and love is God’s antidote to pride. Love does not boast; it is not 
arrogant. Love will produce the good fruit of humility in your life. The more you love, the more 
humble you will be.  
 
d. Love… is not rude. It does not insist on its own way; (v5)  
Literally translated, what Paul says here is, love does not act unbecomingly. The old King James 
version of the Bible says, love does not behave itself unseemly. Another way to say it would be, 
‘love does not behave inappropriately’. One writer catches the meaning of this phrase well by 
saying, “[Love] considers the fitness and proprieties of things. It is careful… of what would 
touch painful feelings. It is attentive to the courtesies of life.”1  
 
It is easy to get so taken up with your own world that you speak in a way that causes hurt or 
offense to another person. You didn’t intend to do that. It’s just that you didn’t think about how 
what you said would affect them. What this verse is telling us is that love is God’s antidote to 
putting your foot in it. It will deliver you from being like a bull in a china shop, unaware of your 
impact on other people. We’re learning here that love will equip you to discern when you should 
speak, what you should say, and how you should say it.  
 
Here’s how we would say this today. Love will help you to grow in emotional intelligence. It 
will equip you for sustaining healthy relation-ships. Growing in love will teach you how to 
behave and speak appropriately. You will learn tact. You will have greater self-awareness. And 

 
1 John Duncan, Pulpit and Communion Table, p. 23 
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the reason you will grow in these things is that love will make you more aware of the 
sensitivities of other people and you will be less taken up with yourself. 
 
e. Love… is not irritable or resentful (v5) 
The literal translation of the phrase ‘love is not resentful’ is ‘love does not reckon the evil.’ The 
King James Bible gives the most literal translation, love…is not easily provoked and it thinks no 
evil. When you are provoked, it is very easy and natural to think the worst of the person who 
provoked you. A suspicious heart always assumes the worst. “He said that to hurt me.” But a 
loving heart thinks the best. Love puts the best construction on difficult things that happen in life. 
Love will say, “That was really hurtful, but I don’t think it was malic. It may just have been that 
he was thoughtless.” That’s putting the best construction rather than the worst. Thinking the best 
rather than thinking the worst. It will free you from imagining that people are conspiring against 
you. Love really will equip you for life. It is God’s remarkable gift. The antidote to the 
suspicious heart. 
 
f. Love… does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth (v6) 
Love will lead you to make a generous judgment, but love is not blind. It can tell the difference 
between what is wrong and what is right or true. And it is my prayer that your love may abound 
more and more, with knowledge and all discernment, so that you may approve what is excellent, 
and so be pure and blameless for the day of Christ, (Philippians 1:9-10) As you grow in love, you 
will be able to discern what is good, and true. You will be drawn to it and you will find joy in it. 
Grow in love and you will grow in discernment. 
 
Then, as if that was not enough, Paul says in v7, Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes 
all things, endures all things. (1 Corinthians 13:7)  Grow in love and you will be able to bear the 
burdens you carry. Grow in love and you will be able to form relationships of trust. Grow in love 
and you will have hope. Grow in love and you will be able to endure however hard things 
become. Love will equip you for life. Grow in love and you will have more patience and 
kindness. Grow in love and you will be delivered from the destructive power of envy. Grow in 
love and you will grow in humility. Grow in love and you will develop emotional intelligence. 
Grow in love and you will put the best construction on the words and actions of others and as 
you grow in love, you will grow in discernment. Love is an amazing gift. It is the gift of supreme 
value. So seek to grow in love. 
  
Philip Ryken makes the point that if you want to see how much you need to grow in love, all you 
need to do is put your name in the place of love in verses 4-7.2  Here’s how that would be for 
me: Colin is patient and kind; Colin does not envy or boast; he is not arrogant or rude; he does 
not insist on his own way; he is not irritable or resentful; he does not rejoice at wrongdoing but 
rejoices with the truth. Colin bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all 
things. 
 
Try doing that yourself and, like me, you will find yourself saying, ‘I have such a long way to 
go.’ But here’s the good news. This may not be the love that you have, but it is the love you have 
received. Put the name of the Lord Jesus Christ into these verses and you have a perfect portrait 
of our Savior. Jesus is patient and kind. Jesus does not envy or boast. Jesus is not arrogant or 

 
2 Philip Ryken, Loving the way Jesus loves, p.19 and 28.   
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rude. He does not insist on his own way. He is not irritable or resentful. He does not rejoice at 
wrongdoing but rejoices with the truth. Jesus bears all things, believes all things, hopes all 
things, endures all things. Jesus never fails. This is the love with which you are loved. God’s 
love surrounds you in Jesus Christ and it is poured into our hearts by the Holy Spirit. The reason 
we can grow in love is that God first loved us. You are loved with an everlasting love and the 
more you believe that, the more you will grow in love.  
 
Next week we will look at how we can grow in love. But the why always comes before the how 
and I Corinthians 13 tells us why we must grow in love. Why is this the thing we should go after 
more than anything else in the year that lies ahead of us?  
 
3. Love will endure forever  
So now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; but the greatest of these is love (v13). 
 
When believers are filled with faith, hope and love they shine like lights in the world. When the 
world is marked by increasing fear, people who have a strong faith will shine like lights. When 
the world is marked by increasing exasperation and despair, people who have a living hope will 
shine like lights. When the world is marked by increasing anger and hostility, people who are 
growing in love will shine like lights. That is why I am convinced that the greatest need of the 
church today is a fresh outpouring of faith, hope and love. Everyone wants to be loved. Everyone 
wants to have hope. Everyone wants something or Someone to believe in. Everyone is looking 
for faith, hope, and love, and we have found these in our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Paul says 
that faith, hope and love remain. So these are the things to go after. Everything else passes away. 
But these gifts that have lasting value. ‘Lord let me grow in faith, hope, and love all the days of 
my life.’  
  
But then notice that Paul says, ‘but the greatest of these is love.’ Why is love the greatest? Two 
reasons. First that God Himself is love. Bishop Ryle says: 
“God has no need of faith. He is dependent on no one… God has no need of hope. To Him all 
things are certain, whether past, present or to come. But ‘God is love’ and the more love His 
people have, the more like they are to their Father in heaven.”3 
 
But there is a second reason why love is the greatest gift. Faith and hope are gifts of God for 
time, but love will endure forever. One day your faith will give way to sight. You won’t need 
faith when you see your Lord face to face. You’ve loved Him, trusted Him all these years and 
when you see Him you no longer need to trust Him. You see Him! Your faith is turned to sight 
and you’re in the joy of His immediate presence and that will be your blessing forever and 
forever. And one day your hope will be completely realized. As long as you are in this world you 
are looking forward. Hope says, ‘One day!’ One day the earth will be filled with the glory of 
God as the waters cover the sea. One day all wars will cease. One day there will be a new heaven 
and a new earth. One day God will wipe away all tears from our eyes. You live with hope – the 
confident expectation of all that God has promised. But a time will come when instead of saying 
‘one day!’ you will say ‘Today!’ When you enter that eternal day, all your faith will be 
vindicated, your hope will be realized, but your love, which is made perfect, will remain forever. 

 
3 Ryle, Practical Religion, p. 178. 
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