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Please open your Bible at 1 Peter 1:8. I want to speak today about our response to Jesus Christ.  
When Jesus came into the world, there were three responses: shepherds and wise men worshipped 
Him; Herod tried to kill Him; and the vast majority of people carried on exactly as they were before. 
The coming of Jesus into the world made no difference to their lives whatsoever. The world never 
changes, and we still see these three responses of worship, hostility, and indifference towards Jesus 
today.  
 
We are with the shepherds and the wise men and Peter describes our response to Jesus in this verse. 
Though you have not seen him, you love him. Though you do not now see him, you believe in him 
and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory, (1 Peter 1:8)  Peter was writing to 
ordinary Christians living in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia (v1). For us this might 
be like saying, Illinois, Iowa, Kansas, Nebraska. And these people were in exactly the same position 
as us because they had never seen Jesus. Though you have not seen Him… (v8).  
 
Peter had seen Jesus. He was there when Jesus gave the sermon on the mount. He was there when 
Jesus fed the 5000. He was a witness to the resurrection. He saw the risen Lord. But these people 
were like us. They had never seen Jesus. Peter tells us about their response to Jesus and what he says 
is true of every Christian. The response of a Christian to Jesus is like a cord of three strands. 
 

Our Response to Jesus  
1. We Love Him  
Though you have not seen him you love him, (1 Peter 1:8). The heart of the Christian faith is a 
relationship with a living person. Peter says that the people to whom he is writing have been  
“…born again to a living hope though the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,” (v3). 
The Lord Jesus Christ is a living person. The heart of what it means to be a Christian is that you 
come to love this person who was born into the world on that first Christmas.  
 
To be a Christian is more than believing a creed. It is more than pursuing the ethic of a good life. 
It is a relationship of love with a living person. “…though you have not seen him you love 
him…”   
 
2. We Believe in Him  
Though you do not now see him, you believe in Him (1 Peter 1:8). This is remarkable because 
Peter has already said that the faith of these people was being tested. In verse 7 he says, “you 
have been grieved by various trials.” It may be that when Peter says, “you do not now see Him,”  
he means, “you don’t know what He is doing”. 
 
A trial comes into your life, and you ask, “Why is this happening?” Kind people stumble around 
trying to say something helpful, but when all is said and done, you aren’t any further forward. 
“I don’t get it,” you say.  “I can’t understand it. Where is God in all of this?” You do not now see 
Him. These people were enduring great trials, but Peter says, “you believe in Him, and you love 
Him.” If I love God only when He gives me what I want, I do not truly love Him. 
 
When a couple gets married, they take a vow in which they pledge their love whatever the 
circumstances: for better, for worse; for richer, for poorer; in sickness, and in health. That’s how 
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it is with a believer’s love for God. And if I love God only when He gives me what I want, I do 
not truly love Him. The same is true for trust. If I trust God only when I can see what He is 
doing, I do not truly trust Him. An Oxford professor by the name of Basil Mitchell framed a 
parable about the nature of faith: 
 

Picture yourself in an occupied country during a time of war. One night you meet a 
stranger, and over time you get to know him. He tells you that he leads the resistance 
movement. He tells you that he wants you to join him in his work. Then he tells you that 
there will be times when you won’t understand what he is doing. He looks you in the eye 
and says, “When these times come, I want you to trust me!” 

 
You give him your word that you will, but what you find is that trusting isn’t always easy. 
Sometimes when you ask the stranger for help, he gives you what you ask for. Other times  
you ask and get no response. Once in a while you see the stranger talking with the enemy.  
It makes you wonder ‘Is he really on our side?’ And then you remember. He said you 
would not always understand what he is doing and he asked you to trust him. 

 
Here is a distinguishing mark of a Christian. We trust Jesus especially when we do not understand 
what He is doing. Because if I trust Jesus only when I can see what He is doing, I do not truly trust 
Him.  
 
3. We Find Joy in Him  
Though you do not now see him, you… rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory 
(1 Peter 1:8)  An inexpressible joy is a joy you cannot put into words and Peter says it is a joy 
that is filled with glory, so this is a joy that comes from knowing the glorious future that Christ 
has prepared for us.   
 
Peter has already referred to joy in verse 6, where he says, in this you rejoice. What do we rejoice in? 
The previous verses make clear that we rejoice because of our future hope. Blessed be the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great mercy, he has caused us to be born again to 
a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an inheritance that is 
imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, who by God's power are being 
guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. In this you rejoice,  
(1 Peter 1:3-6). You rejoice because you have a living hope! And Peter says two things about it: 
 

a. There is an inheritance… kept in heaven for you. It is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading. 
What Christ has prepared for you can never perish, spoil or fade. This glorious future can never  
be taken from you. And it will not disappoint you. Jesus keeps or guards this inheritance for you. 
Then Peter says that Jesus guards or keeps you for this inheritance.  

 
b. You, who by God’s power are being guarded through faith, (v4). In one hand God holds 
and keeps your inheritance. In the other hand, God holds and guards you and one day, God 
will bring the two together. He will bring you into your inheritance. He will give the 
inheritance to you. The joy of our future hope runs right through these verses.  

 
In verse 7 Peter speaks about how your faith will result in praise and glory and honor at the 
revelation of Jesus Christ. Peter is speaking of the return of Christ and the Bible often speaks of  
this as His ‘coming.’ But here Peter uses the word, ‘revelation.’ What is the difference between 
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Christ coming and Christ being revealed? When you have a ‘reveal’ at the end of a show or the  
end of a project, it is the unveiling of something that is already there. A scholar by the name of Alan 
Stibbs says that the revelation of Jesus Christ is, “not the ‘coming’ of someone hitherto absent but 
the visible unveiling… of someone who has been all the time spiritually and invisibly present.”1 
 
Brother, sister in Christ, you have never seen Jesus, but He is always with you. So when He returns  
in power and glory, He will not be a stranger to you. His return will be the appearing of the person  
who has invisibly walked with you all the days of your life. You will see face to face the one you  
have loved and trusted heart to heart and when you do, you will be filled with an inexpressible and 
glorious joy.  
 
Here is our response to Jesus: Though you have not seen him, you love him. Though you do not 
now see him, you believe in him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory,  
(1 Peter 1:8). We love Him. We believe in Him. We rejoice in Him. We love Him because of 
Who He is. We trust Him because of what He has done. We rejoice in Him because of the 
glorious future He has promised. I want to ask two questions by way of application: Why and 
how? Why is this our response to Jesus?  How can this be your response to Jesus? 
 
Why is this our response to Jesus?  

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great mercy,  
he has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ 
from the dead, (1 Peter 1:3). 

 
God did something that brought us to love Jesus, trust Jesus and rejoice in Jesus. You see this very  
clearly in the Christmas story. Bethlehem was sleeping on the night Christ was born. To the vast  
majority of people, the birth of Jesus didn’t make a scrap of difference. The one exception we are told  
about on that night were some shepherds who were out in the fields keeping watch over their flocks  
by night.  
 
Love, faith, and joy filled their hearts when they came to the manger. Why was that? It was because  
of something that God did. An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone 
around them, (Luke 2:9). These shepherds had love for Jesus, faith in Jesus, and joy in Jesus, 
because of something God did. It was exactly the same with the wise men, or kings as they most 
likely were, (Isaiah 60:3-6). One king responded to the birth of Jesus in a rage of murderous fury. 
To most of the kings of the earth, the birth of Jesus made no difference at all. But three kings 
came from the east to worship Jesus. They had love, faith and joy when they came to worship 
with their gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. But why did they come? It was because of 
something that God did. God led them by a star that came to rest over the place where Jesus lay. 
 
So the love, faith, and joy of the shepherds and the kings was a direct result of something that God 
did. And Peter is telling us that the same is true for ordinary Christians who have never seen Jesus. 
How did we come to love Jesus, trust Him and find joy in Him? It was because of something that 
God did. Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great mercy, 
he has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from 
the dead, (1 Peter 1:3). 
 

 
1 Alan Stibbs, 1 Peter, (Tyndale New Testament Commentaries), p. 79.  
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Friends, why are we here this morning? Its nearly Christmas and there are so many other things 
we could be doing! So why are you here? For the vast majority of us the reason is very simple. 
We are here because we love Jesus. We are here because we believe in Jesus. We are here 
because we find joy in Jesus. 
 
But millions of people have no love for Jesus, no faith in Jesus and no joy in Jesus, so how in the 
world is it that you do? It is because of something that God has done. God has caused you to be 
born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. That miracle  
has happened in your life. It may have happened in the quietest possible way, but as truly as God’s 
glory was revealed to the shepherds, as truly as God led the wise men by the star, God has infused 
love for Jesus, faith in Jesus, and joy in Jesus into your soul. No wonder Peter says, Blessed be the 
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!  
 
We have looked at our response to Jesus. We love Him, we trust Him, we rejoice in Him. We have 
looked at the reason for this. God has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. That leads to a final and obvious question. 
 
How can this be your response to Jesus? 
If God gives this new life that brings love, faith, and joy in Jesus, someone may reasonably ask,  
how can this gift be mine? I want to answer that by asking you a question: How do you know that 
God has not given it to you already? 
 
If you have any interest at all in Jesus. If you have any sense that there just might be some hope 
for you in Him, if you feel that you would like to have Him in your life, that would be a clear 
sign that God is at work in you. Others may be completely unresponsive to God. But you’re not.  
New life is stirring within you. It may be that last year you had no real interest in Jesus, no desire  
for Him, no time for Him, but now you do. Why the change? What has made the difference? God  
is at work in you! 
 
For someone here, it may be that you had no real interest in Jesus when you arrived in the parking  
lot this morning. You came because of your friends, or to keep someone else happy. But right now, 
something is stirring in your soul, and you are thinking, “I would like to have what Jesus offers. I 
would like to have Him in my life.”  
 
Why the change? What has made the difference? God is working in your heart. This is how people 
come to faith and right now it is happening to you. So what should you do? The Gospels tell us  
that Jesus came to Jericho and when He was leaving the city, He was surrounded by a great crowd.  
A blind man by the name of Bartimaeus was sitting by the side of the road. What hope did this man  
have of getting to Jesus? Bartimaeus was blind and even if he could see, Jesus was on the move  
surrounded by a great crowd. How could he ever get to Jesus? 
 
Bartimaeus cried out. “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me.” And Mark tells us that “Jesus stopped 
and said, “Call him.” And they called the blind man, saying to him, “Take heart. Get up; he is calling 
you.” (Mark 10:49) Then Mark records that, “throwing off his cloak, (Bartimaeus) sprang up and came  
to Jesus.”(v50) He couldn’t get there quickly enough. He came to Jesus, and Jesus gave Him what he did 
not have. His sight was restored and Bartimaeus became a follower of Jesus.  
 
If you are drawn to Jesus, it is because Jesus is calling you to love Him, trust Him and find joy in 
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Him. You may be saying, ‘I don’t know how to get to Jesus. I don’t know if I can live the Christian 
life. I don’t have faith like these other people.  And I’m saying to you today, “Take heart. Get up; He 
is calling you.” 
 
Here is what you must do, and here is what by God’s grace you can do. Believe in the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Trust yourself to Him. Love the Lord Jesus Christ. It is His love that is drawing you. Yield 
yourself to this love, and the more you discover of the love of Christ for you, the more you will find 
that you love Him in return. 
 
Maybe you are wondering, ‘what about the sins I will have to give up?’ It’s amazing what you can 
give up for love. When your soul gets filled with the love of Jesus, you will have the desire and the 
strength to overcome the sins that have beset you. Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ. Love Him in 
response to His great love for you and as you believe in Him and love Him, you will find joy in 
Him. And then what Peter says here will be true of you.  

Though you have not seen him, you love him. Though you do not now see him, you believe in 
him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory, (1 Peter 1:8) 
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