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Isaiah 53:12 

 
Please open your Bible for the last time in this series at Isaiah 53. We have spent one weekend 
in each of the first eleven verses and today we come to verse 12. This chapter was written 
hundreds of years before the time of Jesus. But in it, God reveals what Jesus would accomplish 
in His life, death and resurrection. Isaiah tells us that when the Son of God came into the world.  
He was despised and rejected (verse 3).  Jesus was oppressed, pierced, crushed, wounded. 
 
In eight verses Isaiah describes the suffering and death of Jesus. Then in verse 9, he prophesies  
the burial of Jesus. In verse 10, he points to the resurrection of Jesus and in verse 11, he announces  
the work of the ascended Jesus: He will make many to be accounted righteous.  
 
So we have the life, death, burial, resurrection and ascension of Jesus. What’s left? His glorious 
second coming, the fulfillment of His Kingdom, the gathering together of all His people and that 
is the focus of verse 12 that is before us today.  
 

Therefore I will divide him a portion with the many, and he shall divide the spoil with the 
strong, because he poured out his soul to death and was numbered with the transgressors;  
yet he bore the sin of many, and makes intercession for the transgressors. 

(Isaiah 53:12) 
 
I called today’s message ‘Celebration’ because Isaiah is describing the ultimate triumph of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. Isaiah begins with the word ‘Therefore.’ So what we have here is the final 
outcome of all that Jesus has accomplished in His life, death, resurrection and ascension.  
 
The final outcome of all that Jesus suffered is that He will enjoy a great triumph and that we, His 
people, will share it with Him. Notice that there is an ‘I’ and a ‘He’ in this verse. 

I will divide him a portion with the many, and he shall divide the spoil with the strong.  
(Isaiah 53:12 ESV) 

 
The Christian Standard Bible says, I will give him the many as a portion. (Isaiah 53:12 CSB) 
The ‘I’ is God Himself. This is God the Father speaking and He tells us, through the prophet 
Isaiah, what He is going to do for His Son. 
 
In the light of all that Jesus has done, God the Father will divide him a portion. A portion is simply  
what is given to you and it seems that what Isaiah is saying here is that the many who come to  
believe in Jesus are the Father’s gift to His Son. Literally translated, this verse says, “I will apportion  
out to Him the many”1 
 
As a believer you are a gift from God the Father to His Son. Jesus spoke about this repeatedly.  
Four times in John 17 Jesus speaks to the Father about the people He has been given. I have 
manifested your name to the people whom you gave me out of the world. Yours they were, and 
you gave them to me, (John 17:6). 
 
So Jesus reveals the Father to the people He is given. I have manifested your name to them. 
Then Jesus says that He prays for the people He has been given. I am praying for them. I am 

 
1 Isaiah by the Day p.260. See also Motyer, The Prophecy of Isaiah p. 443. 
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not praying for the world but for those whom you have given me, for they are yours, (John 17:9). 
The Father gives people to His Son. The Son reveals the Father to them, He prays for them 
and He keeps them. I kept them in your name, which you have given me. I have guarded them, 
and not one of them has been lost… (John 17:12). Those who are given by the Father to the 
Son, come to know God. Jesus prays for them and keeps them and He will bring them into His 
glorious presence. 

 
Father, I desire that they also, whom you have given me, may be with me where I am, to see my 
glory…, (John 17:24).  The Father gives people to his own dearly loved Son as a gift. The Son 
receives them and reveals the Father to them. He prays for them, He guards them and He 
keeps them and brings them all the way home. That’s what Jesus does for those who are given 
to Him as His portion.   
 
Who are these people given by the Father to the Son? How can we know if we are among 
them? Jesus said, “All that the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I will 
never cast out. (John 6:37) Those who come to Jesus are the Father’s gift to His Son. The 
Father draws them (John 6:44), and the Son receives them. (John 6:37)  This vast company of 
redeemed people that cross all generations and are drawn from all of the nations and tribes of 
the world, are Jesus’ portion. They are the reward Jesus receives for all that He suffered.  
 
The Bible tells us that Jesus endured the cross for the joy set before Him (Hebrews 12:2).   
The joy set before Him was the gift of a vast crowd of redeemed people who would share His 
joy for all eternity. There is an ‘I’ in this verse, and the ‘I’ is God the Father.  And there is also a 
‘He’ in this verse, ‘He shall divide the spoil with the strong’. 
 
The He is our Lord Jesus Christ. And again, it seems most likely that Isaiah is referring to the 
strong are those who have resisted Jesus and thereby become the spoil that is His in His 
triumph. 

I will allocate to him the many and the strong He will allocate as spoil2 (Motyer) 
 
At the end of time there will be two distinct and very different communities of people. The many 
are those who have come to Jesus. And there will be those who are described here as the 
strong; that is those who have put up a fight against the Lord Jesus Christ. The many come to 
Jesus because they are given to Him by the Father, and He receives them. But the picture is 
very different when it comes to the strong who resist Him. They are the ‘spoil,’ and that indicates 
that He triumphs over them by His own power. 
 
The Scripture tells us that, …God has highly exalted him (Jesus Christ) and bestowed on him the name  
that is above every name so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow… and every tongue  
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of God the Father, (Philippians 2:9-11).  

 
One way or another, every person who has ever lived will one day bow the knee before the Lord Jesus  
Christ. Some will bow with joy because they came to Christ, and He received them; others will bow  
because they resisted Christ, and He has conquered them. 
 
Jesus will enjoy a great triumph and He will share it with His redeemed people. There will be a new 
heaven and a new earth, and it will be the home of righteousness. God will wipe away all tears from  
our eyes. There will be no more death, no more mourning, no more pain. God Himself will be with us,  

 
2 Motyer Isaiah p442. 
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and we will share His joy forever.  
 
That is the glorious outcome of the work of the Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious triumph that lies 
ahead. And the question that leaves us with then is simply this.  How can you be sure that you 
will share in the triumph of Jesus?  How can you be sure that heaven will be yours?  
 
Isaiah gives three answers to that question in this verse. Those who believe will be in heaven 
because of the will of Jesus, the death of Jesus, and the life of Jesus. This is a very simple way 
to remember the basis and the ground of assurance. The will of Jesus, the death of Jesus and 
the life of Jesus are why as a believer you will share in His triumph and one day heaven will be 
yours. 
 
1. The Will of Jesus  
Therefore I will divide him a portion with the many, and he shall divide the spoil with the strong, 
because he poured out his soul to death, (v12). The point here is that Jesus died willingly. Death  
did not overcome Him. He was the One who poured out His soul to death. 
 
Isaiah has described how Jesus was oppressed, pierced, crushed, wounded, and cut off. When you  
read the story of the cross, it seems that evil has got the upper hand. Darkness seems to reign. But,  
through all that He suffered Jesus was in complete control even at the moment of His own death.  
The life of Jesus was not taken, it was given. And He gave it because He wanted to redeem 
you.  
 
Jesus spoke about this very clearly. He was in control, not only of His own life, but also of His 
own death.  He said, “…I lay down my life that I may take it up again. No one takes it from me, 
but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down, and I have authority to take it 
up again.” (John 10:17-18)  No one takes my life from me, Jesus says. Of course He’s the only 
one in history who could ever say such a thing. 
 
You see this very clearly in the eye-witness descriptions we are given of the moment when our 
Lord Jesus died. Matthew tells us, And Jesus cried out again with a loud voice and yielded up 
his spirit. (Matthew 27:50)   
 
Luke records, Then Jesus, calling out with a loud voice, said, “Father, into your hands I commit 
my spirit!” And having said this he breathed his last, (Luke 23:46).  When a person is dying, their 
voice becomes weaker and weaker. As life slips away they can only speak with a whisper and 
sometimes it is hard to know what they are saying.  
 
But with Jesus it was very different. Jesus died with a shout! He entered death in triumph. Jesus 
was in complete control, even at the moment of His death. He poured out His soul to death. The 
life of Jesus was not taken from Him. He laid it down and He chose to lay it down when His work 
of atoning for our sins on the cross was finished.  Jesus died on the cross giving Himself for us.  
The Lord Jesus Christ wants you in heaven. He wants you there so much he was prepared to 
go to the cross and lay down His own life because that’s what it would take to get you there.  He 
did this to redeem the many who had been given to him by the Father. Jesus wants to save you. 
He chose to do this even though it meant suffering and dying on the cross.  
 
The will of Jesus for those who come to Him is not in doubt. Father, I desire that they also, whom  
you have given me, may be with me where I am, to see my glory (John 17:24). That’s the will of  
Jesus and the will of Jesus gets done.  
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2. The Death of Jesus  
Therefore I will divide him a portion with the many, and he shall divide the spoil with the 
strong, because he… was numbered with the transgressors; yet he bore the sin of many, 
(Isaiah 53:12) 

 
Isaiah reminds us again of what Jesus accomplished in His death. He begins by saying that 
Jesus was numbered with the transgressors. That’s what those who despised and rejected 
Jesus thought of Him. Just another transgressor. Just another of those wretched people for 
whom we have no room in the world as we think it should be. That’s what they thought, but 
Isaiah says, “yet he bore the sin of many.”  This has been the central theme of Isaiah 53. 

We saw it in verse 5.  …he was pierced for our transgressions; he was crushed for our 
iniquities; upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with his wounds we are 
healed, (Isaiah 53:5). 
 
We saw it in verse 6.  All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned—every one—to his 
own way; and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all, (Isaiah 53:6). We saw it last week 
in verse 11.  …by his knowledge shall the righteous one, my servant, make many to be 
accounted righteous, and he shall bear their iniquities, (Isaiah 53:11). And now here it is again 
in verse 12. He bore the sin of many…  Jesus stood in the place of sinners. He suffered and 
died for our sins.  
 
How do you know that God loves you? Some people get confused because they try to read the 
love of God from the circumstances of their lives. When things are going well, they feel that God 
loves them. When things are going badly, they feel that God must be against them. How do you 
know that God loves you? The Bible answers that question clearly. You don’t read it from the 
circumstances of your life that will change throughout the course of your life.  
 
This is how you know the love of God. God shows his love for us in that while we were still 
sinners, Christ died for us, (Romans 5:8). 
 
Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his friends, (John 15:13).  
…this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the 
propitiation for our sins, (1John 4:10).  Here’s how you know that God loves you. God the Father 
gave His dearly loved Son for you! And Jesus, the Son of God, gave Himself for you.  
 
Let me read to you some words of Jerry Bridges, that I think describe the experience of many 
people. 

“There was a period in my early Christian life when my concept of God’s love was little more 
than a logical deduction: God loves the world; I am part of the world; therefore, God loves 
me.  

It was as if God’s love were a big umbrella to protect us all from His judgment against sin, and I 
was under the umbrella along with thousands of other people. There was nothing particularly 
personal about it. Then one day, I realized, ‘God loves me!  Christ died for me.”3 

 
Has this taken hold of your heart? The Lord Jesus Christ bore your sins, and in Christ, you are 
counted righteous. He gave Himself for you so that through His sin bearing death it would be 
just as if you had never sinned.  Because of His righteous life, it is just as if you had always 

 
3 Jerry Bridges, The Practice of Godliness, p. 25. 
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obeyed. He did this because He wants you in heaven. Greater love has no one than this, that 
someone lay down his life for his friends, (John 15:13).  And this is what the Lord Jesus Christ 
has done for you. 
 
How do you know that you will share the triumph of Jesus?  How do you know that heaven will 
be yours? Well, not only because of the will of Jesus and the death of Jesus, but because of the 
life of Jesus and all that Jesus is still doing today. 

3. The Life of Jesus  
Therefore I will divide him a portion with the many, and he shall divide the spoil with the 
strong, because he… makes intercession for the transgressors. (Isaiah 53:12) 

The word intercede or intercession means “make to meet”. Jesus stands in the gap between us 
and God. We are transgressors. And how can sinners ever come near to a holy God? The 
answer to that question is that Jesus stands in the gap. He intercedes.  He ‘makes to meet.’  
Sin once stood between us and God as a barrier. Now Jesus stands between us and God, not 
as a barrier, but as a bridge. Christ… suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous,  
that he might bring us to God, (1 Peter 3:18).  
 
Notice that Isaiah uses the present tense here. He makes intercession for the transgressors. 
He used the past tense when He was prophesying what Jesus would accomplish on the cross. 
He poured out his soul to death. He bore the sin of many. Jesus work of dying for our sins is 
done. Finished. Complete. 
 
But when Isaiah speaks about the intercession of Christ, he uses the present tense. This is the  
constant and continuing work of Jesus. This is what He is doing in heaven right now and what He  
will continue to do for His redeemed people until all of us are brought safely home.   
He is able to save to the uttermost those who draw near to God through him, since he always 
lives to make intercession for them.  (Hebrews 7:25) 
 
Who shall bring any charge against God's elect? It is God who justifies. Who is to condemn?  
Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was raised— who is at the right hand of 
God, who indeed is interceding for us.  (Romans 8:33-34) 
 
When you are hard pressed, you know what it is to say, ‘I need some friends to pray for me.’ 
When someone says, “I have been praying for you,” you feel strengthened. Someone who knows  
God is coming before Him on your behalf and asking that you will receive the help that you need.  
Try to take this in. The Lord Jesus Christ is at the right hand of the Father, and He is interceding 
for you. He speaks to the Father on your behalf. He brings your needs before your Father in 
heaven. 
 
Thomas Manton said,  

“It is a great privilege for us to pray to God  
but it is a much greater to have God praying for us4” 

 
This does not mean that Jesus is on His knees in heaven agonizing in prayer as He did in the 
Garden of Gethsemane. He is seated on the throne, and whatever He commands in heaven,  
the Holy Spirit delivers on earth. When you find yourself in trouble, Christ speaks with authority 
in the presence of the Father, and His word releases the resources of heaven to strengthen you. 

 
4 Thomas Manton, Works, vol. 3, p. 494. 
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The intercession of Jesus is what makes the Christian life possible. Suppose that after Jesus 
died and rose from the dead, He retired in heaven and simply watched to see how we would get 
on. None of us would make it to heaven. So thank God, Jesus lives to intercede for us. And He 
will give you all that you need to get through all that you will face until you arrive in His presence 
in heaven. 
 
Robert Murray M’Cheyne wrote in His diary, “I ought to study Christ as an intercessor…” 
Why? Why is this truth at the end of Isaiah 53 so important?  This was M’Cheyne’s answer: 
 

If I could hear Christ praying for me in the next room I would not fear a million enemies.  
(Robert Murray M’Cheyne5) 

The Son of God intercedes for you. You can’t hear Him, but Jesus is praying for you. And Jesus 
gets what He asks for so everything you need will be yours. And Isaiah tells us that, he… makes 
intercession for the transgressors. (v12) Brother, sister in Christ, here is a marvelous truth: Our 
many sins and failures in the Christian life will not keep us out of heaven. 
 
C. S. Lewis wrote a letter to a former student. She had written to Lewis, and it seems from 
Lewis’ reply that she had fallen into some sin in her life, and was down, discouraged, and 
feeling defeated. Lewis wrote to encourage her, and this is what he said: 

“No amount of falls will really undo us if we keep on picking ourselves up each time. We 
shall of course be very muddy and tattered children by the time we reach home. But the 
bathrooms are all ready, the towels put out, and the clean clothes in the airing cupboard.  
The only fatal thing is to lose one’s temper and give up.”6 

 
Here's why you keep pressing forward. God the Father has given to Jesus a great company of 
people and if you believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, you are among them. You are the Father’s 
gift to His Son, and Jesus will bring you all the way home. Jesus wants you to be with Him. He 
gave Himself for you willingly. He bore your sins on the cross, and now He lives to make 
intercession for you.  
 
Therefore you will have all that you need for all that you face until the day when faith is turned to 
sight and you enter into the joy of the presence of the Lord forever.  

 
5 Andrew Bonar, Memoir and Remains of R M. M’Cheyne p.154 
6 Letters of C S Lewis p. 470 


