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Please open your Bible at Isaiah 53, this remarkable chapter that describes what Jesus 

accomplished in His life, death and resurrection. Last week we looked at verse 9 which is the 

turning point of the whole chapter. The first 8 verses are about the life and death of Jesus. They 

tell us that the prevailing response to the life and ministry of Jesus was unbelief. Who has 

believed what he has heard from us? (v1) or He was despised and we esteemed Him not. (v3) 

 

Isaiah describes how Jesus was arrested, tried, and sentenced. By oppression and judgement he 

was taken away, (v8). He was led like a lamb to the slaughter, (v7). The focus of the first 8 

verses of this chapter are on the rejection of Jesus. He was despised, rejected, oppressed, pierced, 

crushed, wounded, cut off. 

 

Then last week we saw that the burial of Jesus is the turning point of the story. Those who condemned  

Jesus to death intended that His grave should be with the wicked (v9). But what they intended did not  

happen. A rich man by the name of Joseph came forward, and asked Pilate for the body of Jesus. And  

Jesus was given an honored burial in a new tomb that Joseph had intended for himself, but gave to honor  

Jesus. We saw that Jesus is honored on earth by believers who love Him. And Jesus is honored in  

heaven by the Father who has vindicated Him. 

 

Now today we come to verse 10 that points to the resurrection of Jesus. We’ve walked through 

the life, the death, the burial and now the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Here we have 

the most wonderful statement of all that Jesus has accomplished. 

Yet it was the will of the LORD to crush him; he has put him to grief;  

when his soul makes an offering for guilt, he shall see his offspring;  

he shall prolong his days; the will of the LORD shall prosper in his hand. 

(Isaiah 53:10) 

 

Notice that God’s will is at the beginning and the end of the verse. Yet it was the will of the 

LORD to crush him…and at the end of the verse, the will of the LORD shall prosper in his hand. 

God’s will is the main theme of this verse and Isaiah wants us to know that God’s will prevailed 

in the death of Jesus and God’s will prevails through the resurrection of Jesus. 

 

1. God’s Will Prevailed in the Death of Jesus 

The story of the crucifixion of Jesus is a story of human injustice, abuse, profound darkness and evil.  

Peter could say on the day of Pentecost,  This Jesus,… you crucified and killed by the hands of lawless  

men, (Acts 2:23).  That’s clear. So now we know. The death of Jesus was the work of wicked men.  

 

The gospels tell us what these wicked men did. Judas betrayed Jesus and he did it for money. 

Caiaphas condemned Jesus and he did it out of envy. Pilate handed Jesus over to be crucified, 

even though he’d pronounced Him innocent, and he did it because he wanted peace at any price.  

So was the death of Jesus a triumph for evil over good? Was it a triumph of darkness over light?  
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Was God’s purpose thwarted by human evil and blindness through the crucifixion of Jesus? NO! 

NO! NO! A thousand times no! 

 

God’s will prevailed even in the darkness, evil, and violence of the cross. This is at the very center of 

the message of the Gospel.  And to give you the full statement that Peter made on the day of 

Pentecost, he said this:  This Jesus, delivered up according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of 

God, you crucified and killed by the hands of lawless men. (Acts 2:23) Isn’t that a remarkable 

statement?  

 

You would expect Peter to say, ‘This Jesus delivered up by Judas, or delivered up by Caiaphas, 

or delivered up by Pontius Pilate you killed by the hands of lawless and wicked men.’  But that is 

not what he says. He makes it very clear that though the cross involved the work of the hands of 

wicked and lawless men that Jesus was delivered up according to the definite plan and 

foreknowledge of God. God’s hand was at work even in this most awful darkness. God did not 

spare his own Son, but gave Him up for us all, (Romans 8:32). 

 

Isaiah says, Yet it was the will of the LORD to crush him; he has put him to grief; (v10) 

God remains sovereign even in the greatest darkness. This raises an obvious question: How 

could it possibly be the will of God that His dearly loved Son should suffer? The first thing to 

say is that the will of the Son was completely aligned with the will of God the Father. 

 

God the Father willed at unfathomable cost to give up His own dearly loved Son. And God the 

Son willed to give Himself for us, to lay down His life for His friends. The Father and the Son 

were one in loving us and in self-giving at unfathomable cost.  

 

The second thing is that Jesus gave Himself as a sacrifice. You see how Isaiah makes this very 

clear in this verse.  

Yet it was the will of the LORD to crush him; he has put him to grief;  

when his soul makes an offering for guilt, (v10) 

 

Jesus offered Himself in the place of sinners. The death of Jesus in all of its horror and pain and 

agony and darkness, was the means by which we would be brought into everlasting life and joy. 

God willed the outcome and so God also willed the means. And that is why in verse 5 Isaiah 

says, He was pierced for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the 

chastisement that brought us peace, and with his wounds we are healed. (Isaiah 53:5)  God’s will 

prevailed in the death of Jesus.  

 

What was true of the will of God in the suffering of Jesus will also be true of your suffering as 

well. There is no grief, no sorrow, no loss, no darkness that can ever derail God’s commitment to 

your ultimate good. The Bible speaks about, the purpose of Him who works all things according 

to the counsel of His will, (Ephesians 1:11).  And we read in Romans 8:28 that, in all things God 

works for the good of those who love Him, (Romans 8:28 NIV).  

 

Paul says in 2 Corinthians 4, that what we suffer right now, what we wish we could be without, 

is working for us an eternal weight of glory that far outweighs it all. God has willed the end, the 

eternal weight of glory, and because He wills the end, so He also wills the means. This is a 
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wonderful assurance when we come to the hardest times in our own lives.  

 

There may come a time when someone in your life turns out to be a Judas who betrays your trust. 

You may endure great pain because of a Caiaphas in your life who abuses his or her power or because  

of a Pilate in your life who neglects his or her responsibility. But here’s what we can hold to heart in the  

hardest times of life and it comes right out of the will of God being accomplished in the suffering of  

Jesus: Whatever darkness you face, whatever evil you encounter, whatever suffering you endure, God  

will always be at work for your eternal good and for the good of others and His purpose will prevail.  

God’s will prevailed in the death of Jesus.  

 

2. God’s Will Prevails Through the Resurrection of Jesus 
 

a. Because He will bring many children to birth  

He shall see his offspring (v10). This word “offspring” is really important. Literally translated, 

the word here is “seed”. He shall see His seed. Another way to say this would be “children.” 

Isaiah says that Jesus will see His offspring. 

 

Having “offspring” means that your life is reproduced in another person. Something of what is in 

you is also in them. Jesus was never married. He never had physical children. Isaiah is referring 

here to the work of the risen Christ. He will have offspring. He will bring many children to birth.  

 

John tells us, 

To all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become 

children of God,  children born not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will  of 

man, but of God. (John 1:12-13) 

 

When you believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, you become His offspring. Something of the life  

that is in Him, something of the life of God Himself comes into you. Paul says, I  have been 

crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me.  (Galatians 2:20) 

 

The great purpose of God is that you will be conformed to the image of His Son that He might be 

the firstborn among many brothers (Romans 8:29). The image used here is of “brothers” rather 

than “children”, but the point is the same. It’s about the reproducing of family likeness. God is 

committed to reproducing the likeness of the Son He loves, and He does this by infusing the life 

of Christ into us. I want us to take in the significance of this because it’s absolutely wonderful 

for living the Christian life.  

 

Do you not find that sometimes our calling to live a truly Christian life can seem overwhelming? 

We are called to be disciples of Jesus and he lived the perfect life, so what hope is there of us 

being able to follow His example? If discipleship is the only category you have for thinking 

about the Christian life, you will soon be discouraged because you’ll say how can I follow in the 

footsteps of the One who is perfect?  

 

One reason some people give for holding back on commitment to Christ is that the Christian life 

is just too difficult. ‘Following Jesus is beyond me. If I commit to try this, it will only end in 
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failure.’  Being a Christian is more than you doing your best to follow the example of Jesus. 

Jesus brings offspring to birth and the life of Jesus is in His offspring. 

 

I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. (Galatians 2:20) 

 

The Christian life is Jesus living His life in and through you. Try to take this in. In Christ you are 

more than a disciple. In Christ you are more than a servant. You are Christ’s offspring. The life 

of Jesus is in you and the Holy Spirit dwells in you. Something of the love, peace, wisdom, 

strength, and joy of Jesus are in you by virtue of the presence of Jesus in you. Nourish this life 

and it will grow.  

 

Becoming more like Jesus goes with the grain of who you are as a believer. As a believer you are 

never more true to yourself than when you follow the example of Jesus, because that is who you 

are. You are Christ’s offspring. As a believer, you are never more in conflict with yourself than 

when you sin. That’s not who you are. You are Christ’s offspring. So the more like Jesus you 

become, the more peace and the more joy you’re going to have because you’re being true to 

yourself. It’s who you are. You are His offspring. 

 

Isn’t it a wonderful thing that the risen Lord Jesus Christ has more than many followers? He has 

many offspring and He’s brought them all to birth and His life is in each and every one of them. 

 

b. Because He will live forever  

He will see His offspring and prolong his days, (v10) 

 

The promise is not only that Christ will have offspring, but also that He will see His offspring. 

People who have children may live to see their grandchildren. Some will live to see their great 

grandchildren, but that’s about it. 

 

But with Jesus it is different. Isaiah says, He shall prolong His days. Jesus lives forever, and He 

will see His offspring in all generations. Jesus rose from the grave in the power of a new and 

eternal life. He sees His offspring in every generation. He knows each of His children by name, 

and He is intimately involved with each of our lives. 

 

Here is something very wonderful. The life of Jesus is in His offspring so what is true of Jesus 

will also be true of us. The New Testament makes it very clear that Jesus was the first to rise 

from the dead and because He lives, we will live also. Jesus enjoys an eternal life and because 

His life is in us, we too will live forever. Jesus said, “Because I live, you also will live.” (John 

14:19). 

 

Brother, sister in Christ – You will live forever. He shall prolong his days. And what is true of 

Jesus will also be true of you. Every promise in the Bible is given to help us now and it is a 

marvelous promise for the future to know that we will live forever, but the question is how, does 

that promise for the future help me live today?  

 

Let me give you two examples by way of application of this truth to the realities of our lives 

now. The first would be this, that the Bible applies this truth that we will live forever to times 
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when we fear the rising tide of evil. Does that sound familiar?  There are times when God’s 

people fear the rising tide of evil and we all know what it is to feel distressed over the rising tide 

of evil in our world. But the Bible encourages us to look at human defiance toward God from an 

eternal perspective. 

 

though the wicked spring up like grass and all evildoers flourish, 

they will be destroyed forever. But you, LORD, are forever exalted. 

(Psalm 92:7-8) 

If we consider our world only from the perspective of our life span, we get distressed. We feel that  

evil is taking over. We fear that everything will be lost, and we find ourselves either in the grip of  

anxiety or in the grip of anger.  

 

But the Bible points us to this truth that those who defy God only last for a short time. The 

enemies of God who opposed Him in the seventh century are all gone. The same is true of those 

who opposed God in the 9th century and in the 11th century, and in every other century. From 

God’s eternal perspective, the wicked are here today and they are gone tomorrow.  

 

And when we fear the rising tide of evil, we need to remember that. That’s the whole point of 

what we’re being told in Psalm 92.  You have it again in Psalm 37. This is a biblical principal 

that we need to apply to our own anxieties and fears. Psalm 37:1-2, Fret not yourself because of 

evildoers; be not envious of wrongdoers! For they will soon fade like the grass and wither like 

the green herb.  

 

But God is from everlasting to everlasting. Jesus rose to an everlasting life. He shall prolong His 

days and you are His offspring. You have an eternal life. The wicked will soon be gone, but you 

will dwell in the house of the Lord forever. Remember that when you fear the rising tide of evil. 

 

Then the Bible applies this wonderful truth to times when we feel the shortness of life. David 

knew about this. In Psalm 102 he says, My days are like an evening shadow; I wither away like 

grass, (Psalm 102:11). 

 

Those who are older know what it is to say, ‘Where did all these years go? How did they pass so 

quickly?’ And it’s not just those who are older. You lose a loved one: your father, your mother, a 

sister, a brother, a close friend, and suddenly you have a new awareness of your own mortality. 

You have a new sense that I will not be here forever.  

 

You receive a diagnosis of a serious illness and suddenly you realize that the life that seemed to 

stretch out in front of you may be very short. “My days are like an evening shadow.” These are the 

realities of life, and the question is what do we do when we come to such a place? Listen to what 

David says, “My days are like an evening shadow; I wither away like grass. But you, O Lord, 

are enthroned forever; you are remembered throughout all generations. (Psalm 102:11-12)   

 

Later in the same Psalm David says, He has broken my strength in midcourse; he has shortened 

my days (Psalm 102:23). “…but you are the same, and your years have no end. The children of 

your servants shall dwell secure; their offspring shall be established before you.”  

(Psalm 102:27-28) 
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David could not see all that we see this side of the empty tomb, but he knew and believed that  

somehow even when life in this world was shortened, all would be well with God’s offspring. 

In the light of the resurrection, we know why. Christ is risen and when the days of God’s 

children are shortened on earth, they “shall dwell secure.”  They will be established in the 

presence of God living, reigning, rejoicing with Him forever. 

 

The Puritan writer, Thomas Manton said, “Christ’s life was not shortened by his death, but 

prolonged; so shall yours be that have an interest in Christ.”  (Works, Vol.3, p. 396) 

 

Death will not make your life shorter, but longer! It will prolong your days because in Christ 

death for you will be an entrance into life everlasting. Death will bring you into the glorious 

presence of your loving Savior forever. God’s will prevails not only through the death of Jesus 

Christ, which is the means of our salvation, but through the resurrection of Jesus because He will 

bring many children to birth and because He and therefore, we will live forever. 

 
c. Because He will accomplish it 

the will of the LORD shall prosper in his hand (v10) 

 

The risen Lord Jesus Christ is not passively watching the world from a distance. He is actively  

engaged in getting God’s will done. He is bringing people to new birth. He is giving strength for the  

trials we face. He is hearing and answering the prayers of His people and when it is God’s will, He  

will bring us to glory. 

 

Isaiah says that the will of the Lord shall prosper. We look at the world in its defiance toward 

God and it looks as if God’s will is barely getting done. But faith sees beyond the chaos of the 

world and believes this promise: The will of the Lord will prosper in Jesus’ hand. Notice that 

God’s will prospers in His hand, not ours. All that God has planned will come to pass through 

our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

We read in the book of Hebrews that Christ will bring many children to glory (Hebrews 2:10). 

And Hebrews paints this marvelous picture of the Son of God standing in the presence of the 

Father with the entire company of His redeemed children around Him, saying,  

‘Father, Here I am and here are the children you have given me  

I have brought every one of them to glory’ (Hebrews 2:13) 

 

And as a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ, you’re going to be in that crowd! 

 

Jesus will get the will of God done. And He tells us quite clearly what God’s will is:  

 

I have come down from heaven, not to do my own will but the will of him who sent me. 

And this is the will of him who sent me, that I should lose nothing of all that he has given 

me but raise it up on the last day. (John 6:38-39) 

 

The Son of God died to save you. He lives to keep you and He will never, never let you go.  

Then Jesus says,  
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For this is the will of my Father, that everyone who looks on the Son and believes in 

him should have eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day.   (John 6:40) 

 

You can be in this crowd, around Jesus on the last day. He tells you plainly how this can be true 

of you. You must look to the Son; that is you must believe in the Lord Jesus Christ; you must 

trust yourself to Him as your Savior and Lord. Do that today.  

 

The will of God is your salvation, and Jesus will get it done. The will of God is your 

sanctification, and Jesus will get it done. The will of God is your preservation, and Jesus will  

get it done. The will of God is your glorification, and Jesus will get it done. The will of the  

Lord shall prosper in the hand of Jesus and if your life is in His hand, you have nothing to fear.  
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