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Isaiah 53:9 
 

Please open your Bible at Isaiah 53. This marvelous chapter was written hundreds of 
years before the time of Jesus, but it describes in detail what happened in His life, 
death, and resurrection. 

 
Isaiah begins with the life of Jesus. The Son of God came into the world, He taught the 
Word of God and did the works of God. But the overwhelming response was unbelief. 
Who has believed what he has heard from us? (v1).   …He was despised, and we 
esteemed him not (v3). 
 
Then, Isaiah tells us about the death of Jesus. We looked last week at his description of 
the arrest, trial and sentencing of Jesus. 

By oppression and judgment he was taken away; and as for his generation,  
who considered that he was cut off out of the land of the living…? (Isaiah 53:8) 

 
We saw in verse 7 that Jesus submitted freely to all that He suffered. At any time, He 
could have called on legions of angels, but He did not do that. Jesus endured the cross 
because there, He became our substitute. He stood in our place. 

He was pierced for our transgressions; He was crushed for our iniquities; 
upon Him was the chastisement that brought us peace, (v5)  

 
Looking back at what we have covered, verses 1-8 of Isaiah 53 focus on the life and death  
of Jesus. Here we see Jesus: Despised. Rejected. Oppressed. Afflicted. Pierced. Crushed. 
Punished. Wounded. Cut off.   
 
Looking forward, verses 10-12 focus on the resurrection, ascension and second coming of 
Jesus. There we will see Jesus, satisfied. Making many to be accounted righteous, dividing  
the spoil of His triumph with His people. So, this chapter begins with the suffering and 
humiliation of Jesus and ends with the triumph and exaltation of Jesus. It begins with an  
entire community rejecting Jesus and ends with an entire community rejoicing in Jesus.  

 
Verses 1-8 descend to the lowest place as Jesus is despised and rejected. Verses 10-
12 ascend to the highest place as Jesus is exalted and glorified. And between these we 
have verse 9, which is our focus today. Verse 9 is the turning point of this chapter, and 
the focus of this verse that comes between His death and resurrection is the burial of 
Jesus. I want us to see that the burial of Jesus is the turning point between the agony of 
Jesus’ death and the glory of Jesus’ resurrection.  
 
Look at Isaiah 53:9, 

And they made his grave with the wicked and with a rich man in his death, 
although he had done no violence, and there was no deceit in his mouth.    
(Isaiah 53:9) 
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They made his grave with the wicked. “They” refers to those who despised Jesus. 
Those who rejected Him. Those who esteemed Him not. 
 
They made his grave with the wicked. That is, they condemned Jesus to a criminal’s 
death. He was crucified between two thieves, so He died in the company of the wicked. 
These two thieves were not mischievous people who stole apples from an orchard. These  
men were receiving the death penalty. So their crimes were not misdemeanors. They were 
robbers, and most likely they had acted with aggravated violence. That may be why Isaiah  
refers to Jesus as having done no violence, in contrast to those who were on either side of  
Him who certainly had. 
 
These were wicked men, and by condemning them to the death penalty, the authorities were 
making a clear statement that there was no place in society for people who acted as these  
men had done. And there in the middle they had condemned Jesus to the same sentence.  
 
What would have happened to the bodies of these two wicked men after they were crucified?  
Most likely, they would have been dumped in the Valley of Hinnom, outside Jerusalem. The 
Valley of Hinnom was a like a giant garbage dump in which fires constantly smoldered. It was  
a place of death, decay, and destruction. The stench must have been awful. No one would  
ever want to go there.  
 
The name of the Valley of Hinnom in Greek was Gehenna and that translates into our English 
word ‘hell.’ Writing in the New Bible Dictionary, David Payne says,  

“The valley seems to have been used for burning the corpses of criminals… and 
indeed refuse of any sort. Hence the name came to be used as a synonym for hell.” 

David F. Payne, Valley of Hinnom 
in The New Bible Dictionary (IVP) 

 
The Valley of Hinnom was the grave of the wicked. Understand what Isaiah is saying in verse  
9, hundreds of years before the time of Jesus, he is stating by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, 
this is where the authorities thought Jesus belonged. Their intent was literally that He would go 
to Gehenna. But the body of Jesus was not dumped in Gehenna. Isaiah says, “And they made 
his grave with the wicked and with a rich man in his death,” (v9). 
 
Isaiah must have wondered when he wrote this: Who is this rich man? How does he get into  
the story? The gospels give us the answer. Each of the four gospel writers record the story of 
the honored burial that was given to Jesus. The burial of Jesus is the turning point between  
the agony of Jesus’ death and the glory of Jesus’ resurrection. I want us to learn two things  
from the burial of Jesus and then to make three applications for us from it. 
 

1. Jesus is Honored on Earth by Believers who Love Him 
And they made his grave… with a rich man in his death, (Isaiah 53:9) 

 
After all the mocking, spitting, despising and rejecting that went into the crucifixion of Jesus,  
a rich man came forward and took charge of giving Jesus an honored burial. Matthew tells us  
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that, “When it was evening, there came a rich man from Arimathea, named Joseph, who also  
was a disciple of Jesus.”  (Matthew 27:57).   
 
What do we know about this man? 
 
a. We know that Joseph was a good man. Luke tells us that He was “a good and 
righteous man” (Luke 23:50). Mark tells us that He was “looking for the kingdom of God” 
(Mark 15:43).  
 
b. Joseph was a member of the ruling council. The Jewish community was governed by 
the Sanhedrin, a council of 70 members. Mark tells us that Joseph was “a respected 
member of the council” (Mark 15:43). And Luke tells us that Joseph “had not consented 
to their decision and action” in condemning Jesus to death, (Luke 23:51). Joseph was a 
secret disciple. John tells us that Joseph was “a disciple of Jesus, but secretly for fear of 
the Jews,” (John 19:38). 
 
c. Joseph asked for the body of Jesus. Each of the four gospel writers records that 
Joseph went to Pilate after the death of Jesus and asked for the body of Jesus. 
Remember that Joseph was a member of the Jewish ruling council. This would have 
given him access to Pilate and I suspect that Pilate, who must have been troubled by 
what he had done in handing over a man, who three times he had found to be innocent 
was glad to agree with Joseph’s request. 
 
d. Joseph was the one who took the body of Jesus down from the cross. Mark tells us that 
Joseph bought a linen shroud, and taking him down, wrapped him in the linen shroud  
(Mark 15:46). Now that was not something that one person could easily do alone, and  
Joseph was not alone in doing this. John tells us that,  

Nicodemus also, who earlier had come to Jesus by night, came bringing a mixture of 
myrrh and aloes, about seventy-five pounds in weight. So they took the body of Jesus 
and bound it in linen cloths with the spices, as is the burial custom of the Jews, (John 
19:39-40).  

 
e. Joseph laid the body of Jesus in his own tomb. Matthew tells us that it was, “his own new 
tomb, which he had cut in the rock.” (Matthew 27:60).  Joseph had commissioned the hewing 
out of this new tomb. Presumably he intended that this would be his own resting place. And it 
was lavish. John tells us that the tomb was in a garden (John 19:41). This would have been a 
beautiful spot. A place suitable for the burial of a king. But Joseph gave what he had intended 
for himself to Jesus. In a world that despised and rejected Jesus, there was a rich man who 
esteemed and honored Him. And he was not alone. 
 
Matthew says, When it was evening, there came a rich man from Arimathea, named 
Joseph, who also was a disciple of Jesus, (Matthew 27:57). The “also” refers back to 
others in the story who also honored Jesus.   
 
Matthew tells us about many women.  
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There were also many women there, looking on from a distance, who had followed 
Jesus from Galilee, ministering to him, among whom were Mary Magdalene and 
Mary the mother of James and Joseph and the mother of the sons of Zebedee, 
(Matthew 27:55-56). 

 
These many women had stood at the cross for six hours, watching and waiting as Jesus 
suffered and died. They were there because they loved Him. And these women were 
not alone in honoring Jesus.  
 
Matthew also tells us about the centurion and his soldiers. 

When the centurion and those who were with him, keeping watch over Jesus, saw  
the earthquake and what took place, they were filled with awe and said, “Truly this was  
the Son of God!” (Matthew 27:54) 

 
Notice that the centurion was not alone in honoring Jesus. Matthew says, the centurion 
and those who were with him said, “Truly this was the Son of God!”  
 
When these soldiers nailed Jesus to the cross, our Lord prayed, ‘Father forgive them, 
for they know not what they do (Luke 23:34). Here we see how that prayer was 
answered. Before the day was done, the centurion and those who were with him were 
confessing faith in Jesus. So, we have the centurion and the soldiers who were with 
him, the women, Joseph of Arimathea, and Nicodemus, all honoring Jesus!   
 
The first 8 verses of Isaiah 53 focus on Jesus being despised and rejected. And Isaiah has  
been asking two questions. In verse 1 he asks, “Who has believed what he has heard from  
us?” In verse 8 he asks, “Who considered that he was cut off out of the land of the living.”  
Who believes? And who cares? 
 
Joseph of Arimathea would have said “Well, I do. I believe in Jesus.” The women would  
have said, “We do. We care about Jesus.” Nicodemus would have said, “Me too. I believe  
in Jesus.” The centurion and those who nailed Jesus to the cross, those who were with him 
would have said, “Yes, and we believe that He is the Son of God.”  
 
Do you see this important principle? God’s answer to a world that hates His Son, is a community 
of people who love and honor His Son. And that community of people was already emerging  
at the cross. Christians today are rightly concerned about the degree to which the world 
despises and rejects Jesus. What is God’s answer to a world that despises and rejects Jesus? 
God’s answer to a world that hates His Son, is a community of people who love and honor His 
Son. That is what we do and what we express every time we gather for worship.  
 
Our world doesn’t believe in Jesus, and it doesn’t care about Him, but every time we gather for 
worship, we are making an open and a public confession we do believe in Him. And we do care 
about Him, and we are here to honor and exalt Him.  
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2. Jesus is Honored in Heaven by the Father Who Vindicated Him 
And they made his grave with the wicked and with a rich man in his death, 
although he had done no violence, and there was no deceit in his mouth.  (Isaiah 
53:9) 
 

Remember who is speaking here. These are the words of God Himself speaking 
through the prophet Isaiah. God is vindicating His Son. He is saying, “My Son has done 
nothing wrong. He suffered as the substitute for sins He did not commit, He laid down 
His life for His friends. My Son did no violence, and there was no deceit in His mouth. 
My Son has been despised and rejected. The world thinks He belongs in Gehenna, but 
My Son will have an honored burial and on the third day I will raise Him up.” 
 
So here are two entirely opposing views of Jesus. The world despises Him and consigns  
him to Gehenna. God the Father honors Him and exalts Him to the highest place. This is 
precisely the point that is at the heart of Peter’s message on the day of Pentecost. When  
the Holy Spirit was poured out after the ascension of Jesus, what did Peter say? “This 
Jesus,…you crucified and killed by the hands of lawless men. God raised him up, loosing  
the pangs of death because it was not possible for him to be held by it (Acts 2:23-24). 
 
Peter says, ‘you have to repent.’ You have to repent, because in your rejection of Jesus 
you are on a direct collision course with God. God is committed to the exaltation of His 
dearly loved Son, so you can’t walk away from Jesus without consequence. Jesus is 
now ascended to the right hand of the Father who has vindicated and exalted Him and 
those who honor Jesus will be welcomed into heaven.  And those who have no place for 
Jesus will find that there is no place for them in heaven. 
 
Here's what comes out of this remarkable verse, Isaiah 53:9, the turning point of the 
whole chapter. Jesus is honored on earth by believers who love Him and He is honored 
in heaven by the Father who vindicated Him. 
 

Three applications from the burial of Jesus  

1. Don’t hide your faith in Jesus 
Joseph of Arimathea…was a disciple of Jesus, but secretly for fear of the Jews… 
(John 19:38) 

 
But Mark tells us that after the death of Jesus, Joseph “took courage and went to Pilate 
and asked for the body of Jesus. (Mark 15:43). The death of Jesus put courage into this 
man. He was a member of the ruling council that had condemned Jesus to death. He 
had not consented to the decision, but now he felt that he had to come out into the open 
and identify Himself as a disciple of Jesus.  
 
Nicodemus was the same. Early in the ministry of Jesus, Nicodemus had come to Him 
by night (John 3:1-2). The clear implication is that he did not want anyone to see him 
talking with Jesus. Nicodemus was drawn to Jesus, but he wanted to keep it private.  
But when Jesus died on the cross, he too felt that he had to come out into the open.  
 



6 

 

I want to speak to the person who has been drawn to Jesus. You have considered 
Jesus. You may have begun to believe in Jesus, but you have kept it private. Jesus 
stood in your place openly and publicly when he suffered and died for you on the cross. 
And now in the in the light of the cross, you must take your stand openly and publicly 
with Him.  
 
Peter said on the day of Pentecost, “Repent and be baptized” (Acts 2:38). Don’t hide 
your faith in Jesus. It’s not simply a private matter. Confess it openly. On the cross, 
Jesus identified Himself with you. He died in your place and now you must identify 
yourself openly with Him. Those who saw that Jesus died and believed that He died for 
their sins, came out into the open and took their stand with Him. 
 

2. Devote what you have to Jesus  
Joseph took the body and… laid it in his own new tomb, which he had cut in the rock 
(Matthew 27:59-60). 

 
Joseph had planned his own funeral. He had picked a spot in a garden, and he had paid 
for a tomb to be hewn out of the rock. That would have been an expensive project and 
Joseph had intended this lavish tomb for himself. But he gave the tomb to Jesus and 
that was the best thing he could have done with what he had. Look at what you have 
and ask, ‘How can this be used for Jesus?’ 
 
Do you have a home? How can your home be used for Jesus?  Do you have money? 
How can the money God has trusted to you be used for Jesus? Do you have gifts and 
talents? How can your gifts and talents be used for Jesus? Do you have time? How can 
your time be used for Jesus?  
 
That’s a very clear application for all of us of this remarkable story of Joseph of 
Arimathea who’s remembered for one thing. That he gave what he intended for himself 
to Jesus.  
 

3. Trust Jesus and follow His example  
 
Isaiah says, He had done no violence and there was no deceit in his mouth.(v9) Peter picks  
up these words in the New Testament and says, He committed no sin, neither was deceit  
found in His mouth. (1 Peter 2:22) 
 
I looked up the word ‘deceit.’ To practice deceit is to mislead another person. It is to pretend 
one thing in order to cover up another. The Bible speaks about the deceitfulness of sin 
(Hebrews 3:13). Sin misleads. It deceives. It promises one thing and delivers another. 
 
The Bible also talks about the deceitfulness of riches (Matthew 13:22, Mark 4:19). Money 
misleads. It promises security and happiness, but it cannot deliver on its promise. It takes  
great wisdom to overcome the deceitfulness of sin. And it takes great wisdom to see through  
the deceitfulness of riches. Sin and riches are in their very nature deceitful – that’s straight  
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from the New Testament. But there is absolutely no deceit in the Lord Jesus Christ. He never 
promises one thing in order to cover up another. Jesus will never mislead you; He will deliver  
on all that He promises and that is why in this world of great deception, you can always trust 
Jesus.   
 
But quoting from Isaiah 53, Peter reminds us that as we trust Jesus because there’s  
no deceit in Him, He’ll never mislead us, we must also follow Him and pursue His example. 
 

“Whoever desires to love life and see good days, let him keep his tongue from evil 
and his lips from speaking deceit; let him turn away from evil and do good; let him 
seek peace and pursue it,” (1 Peter 3:10-11). 

 
Whoever wants to love life and see good days. Well that’s all of us! We all want to love 
life and every one of us wants to see good days. And Peter tells us how we must do to 
pursue them: Keep your tongue from evil, and your lips from speaking deceit!  Be done 
with living a double life. Be done with pretending one thing to cover up another. Turn 
from evil and do good. Seek peace and pursue it. 
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