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Please open your Bible at Isaiah 53, one of the best known and best loved chapters of  
Scripture. No chapter of the Bible shows more clearly why Jesus came into the world. No  
chapter explains more fully what Jesus accomplished in His birth, life, death, resurrection,  
and ascension than this chapter that is before us today.  Isaiah begins by telling us that the  
first reason we need a Savior is that by nature, none of us believes. Who has believed what 
 he has heard from us?  (Isaiah 53:1) 
 
The birth, life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ are the greatest good news this 
world has ever heard. His coming into the world is good news of great joy for all people 
(Luke 2:10). You would think that people would receive this good news gladly. But 
across the world in every culture the dominant response to the Gospel is unbelief. 

 
Isaiah says in v3, ‘He was despised, and we esteemed Him not.’  We saw that the word 
‘esteemed’ comes from the world of accounting. When people looked at Jesus, they 
were asking, “Is there any value here?” And, in large measure, their answer was “No.” 
He was despised and rejected by men. (v3) His own did not receive Him and unbelief 
led us to crucify the Son of God. Isaiah then describes what Jesus accomplished on the 
cross. We saw that Jesus purchased our restoration by substitution and imputation. 
 
 
Restoration 

Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; (v4). 
 

Griefs and sorrows are the effects of sin in the world. If Adam had not sinned, no one 
would ever have grieved a loss. If Eve had not sinned, no one would ever have shed a 
tear. But Jesus bore our griefs and carried our sorrows. He took them in order to 
remove them, and through His death and resurrection,  all grief and sorrow will be  
taken away. 
 
God will make all things new. In His new creation, He will wipe away all tears from our 
eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain (Revelation 21:4, NIV). 
And this great restoration was purchased by Jesus through his death on the cross.  
 
Substitution  
What would it take for us to enjoy this great restoration?  Isaiah answers in verse 5, 
“he was pierced for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities”  Jesus will 
bring about a great restoration and the way He does this is by substitution. 

 
Jesus stood in our place. He was pierced for our transgressions; He was crushed for 
our iniquities; He bore the punishment that was due to us. 
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Imputation  
How did this substitution happen?  By means of imputation. 

All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned—every one—to his own 
way; and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all. (v6) 

 
Imputation means crediting or charging a person with what does not belong to him or her. 
Our sins were imputed to Jesus. They were counted as His and charged to Him. They 
were ‘laid on Him’ and He paid for them in full. So Jesus purchased our restoration by 
substitution and imputation. That is what happened at the cross. Jesus endured the 
most appalling suffering. He was pierced. He was crushed. He was chastised. He was 
wounded (v5). But what He suffered is life-giving for us.  

Isaiah tells us that through what He suffered, 
 
i. We have peace 
Upon Him was the chastisement that brought us peace (v5). The punishment for our 
sins was spent on Him, so there is none left for us. There is therefore now no 
condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. He is our peace.  Through Jesus and 
what He accomplished we are reconciled to God.   
 
ii. We are healed 
And with His wounds we are healed (v5). Healing is a process but, in Christ our healing 
has begun and in Christ, our healing will one day be complete. One day you will enjoy 
complete healing of  your mind, your heart, your will, your memories, your imagination, 
and your body.   
 
Jesus purchased our restoration by substitution and imputation.  
 
Then we saw in v7 that Jesus submitted to all that He suffered freely. He was 
oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth; like a lamb that is led to 
the slaughter, and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, so he opened not his 
mouth. (v7). This suffering was not forced on Jesus. He could have called on 12 legions 
of angels if he had wanted to, but He did not do that. He gave Himself for us.   

Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his friends. 
(John 15:13) 

 
We take it up today at verse 8. 

By oppression and judgment he was taken away; and as for his generation, who 
considered that he was cut off out of the land of the living, stricken for the 
transgression of my people? (Isaiah 53:8) 

 
Now let’s take this a line at a time:  
By oppression and judgment he was taken away (v8). What Isaiah says here was 
fulfilled in the arrest, trial and sentencing of Jesus.  
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He was taken away…  Jesus was “taken” in the Garden of Gethsemane. A large group 
of soldiers arrived along with a crowd armed with swords and clubs (Mark 14:43), and 
Jesus was arrested and bound (John 18:12). 
 
By oppression… he was taken away. Jesus was “oppressed” in the house of the High 
Priest; He was spat on and struck on the face in what was supposed to be a court of law 
(Matthew 26:68). Luke tells us that Jesus was blindfolded, and then surrounded by 
guards who struck him and said ‘Prophesy! Who hit you?’ (Luke 22:64). 
 
By… judgment he was taken away. The death of Jesus was a judicial process. But it 
was a judicial process in which Jesus was denied justice. Pontius Pilate - the presiding 
judge - pronounced that Jesus was innocent. But the crowd called for Jesus to be 
crucified and Pilate handed Him over.  
 
Isaiah was written hundreds of years before the time of Jesus, but what happened in the 
arrest, trial and sentencing of Jesus is all prophesied here. By oppression and judgment 
he was taken away. 
 
Then Isaiah speaks about ‘his generation’. By oppression and judgment he was taken 
away; and as for his generation… (v8)  ‘His generation’ are the people who were alive 
at the time of Jesus. And Isaiah tells us that people living at the time of Jesus did not 
consider… 

By oppression and judgment he was taken away; and as for his generation, who 
considered that he was cut off out of the land of the living…? (v8). 

 
We might say, “as for the people who were living at the time, who cared?” It seems to 
me that this word “considered” is the key to this verse. It raises two questions: What did 
people in the time of Jesus not consider? What do we need to consider about Jesus 
today?  
 
Remember that the context of this verse is unbelief. The chapter begins with Isaiah 
asking, Who has believed what he has heard from us? And to whom has the arm of the 
LORD been revealed? (v1). Those who did not believe did not consider. And here, Isaiah 
is telling us there were certain things that those who did not believe did not consider.  
 
All of us have unbelieving friends, colleagues, neighbors and relatives. What should we 
ask them to consider about Jesus? I want to suggest from this verse three things you 
might ask your unbelieving friends to consider:  
 

1. Consider the Evidence in Relation to Jesus  
By oppression and judgment he was taken away; and as for his generation, who 
considered…? (v8) 
 

Isaiah’s reference of ‘judgment’ points to the trial of Jesus, where the normal process of 
justice was denied to Him. Matthew tells us that, “the chief priests and the whole council 
were seeking false testimony against Jesus that they might put him to death, but they 
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found none, though many false witnesses came forward. At last two came forward and 
said, “This man said, ‘I am able to destroy the temple of God, and to rebuild it in three 
days.’” (Matthew 26:59-61) They were seeking false testimony and many false 
witnesses came forward. Eventually there were two who came forward with a similar 
story, but Mark tells us that ‘even about this their testimony did not agree’ (Mark 14:59). 
 
The seeking of false witnesses speaks for itself, but it also raises another question. 
When you read the story of the trial of Jesus, the obvious question is, ‘Where were the 
witnesses who could speak in Jesus’ defense?’ Jesus was accused of ‘forbidding 
people to give tribute to Caesar’ (Luke 23:2), but Jesus had said publicly, ‘Give to 
Caesar what is Caesar’s and to God what is God’s.’ (Luke 20:25). There were clearly 
witnesses who could have testified to that.  
 
The high priest condemned Jesus because He claimed to be the Messiah. “I adjure you 
by the living God, tell us if you are the Christ,” (Matthew 26:63). But there were many 
who could testify that Jesus was indeed the Messiah because He did things that only 
the Messiah could do.  
 
Charles Simeon, a 19th century pastor in Cambridge, points out that there were many 
who could have been called to testify in defense of Jesus. One would have said, ‘I was 
blind and Jesus gave me my sight.’  Another would have said, ‘I was gripped by Satan’s 
power, but Jesus cast them out and set me free.’ If Lazarus had been called, he could 
have testified under oath, ‘I was dead and buried and Jesus raised me to life!’” 
 
Even Judas, who had betrayed Jesus, regretted what he had done. He threw the 30 
pieces of silver he had been paid onto the floor of the temple and said, ‘I have sinned by 
betraying innocent blood,’ (Matthew 27:4). But none of these witnesses were called. 
Jesus’ generation did not consider the evidence. Loud voices were raised against 
Jesus. False witnesses came forward. A distorted picture was presented, and true 
witnesses were never called. So Jesus was crucified by people who did not know who 
He was.  
 
The Bible repeatedly emphasizes that those who crucified Jesus didn’t know who He 
was. Remember when Jesus was nailed to the cross He said, “Father, forgive them, for 
they know not what they do.” (Luke 23:34) 
 
And shortly after the resurrection and ascension of Jesus in Acts 3, we read about Peter 
preaching again to a crowd, including some who would have called for the crucifixion of 
Jesus, and he says in Acts 3:17, “And now, brothers, I know that you acted in 
ignorance, as did also your rulers.” They didn’t know who He was.  
 
The Apostle Paul says exactly the same thing in 1 Corinthians 2:8, “None of the rulers 
of this age understood this, for if they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of 
glory.”  The people in Jesus’ generation crucified the Lord of glory and they did it  
because they didn’t know who He was. Why did they not know who He was? Because 
they did not consider the evidence in relation to Jesus. That’s why they didn’t believe. 
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Our generation is in the same position. Loud voices are raised against Jesus in all kinds 
of ways in our generation. People being presented with a distorted picture and people 
rejecting the Lord Jesus Christ without ever really knowing who He is. How would you 
know if you had a distorted picture of Jesus? The only way to find out is to actually look 
at the evidence for yourself.  
 
The good news is the evidence is available to you. There are four gospels: Matthew, 
Mark, Luke and John. They tell you what Jesus said, and what Jesus did. John says, 
‘these are written so that you may believe’ the evidence given to you so that you may 
come to faith so that you may know who Jesus is.  That He is the Christ, the Son of 
God, and that by believing you may have life in his name, (John 20:31). 
 
I’m suggesting from this verse where Isaiah says that the first problem with Jesus 
generation was that they didn’t consider the evidence in relation to Him. I’m saying that 
here is an opportunity for us to say to friends in our generation, “Will you not consider 
the evidence in relation to Jesus? Would you be willing to read one of the Gospels with 
me? Could we talk about that together because these are written that you may believe.”  
You see this is how people come to faith through the evidence of Scripture pointing us 
to who Jesus really is.  
 
 
2. Consider the Loss in Rejecting Jesus 

who considered that he was cut off out of the land of the living…? (v8) 
 
This verse clearly invites us to consider the fact that our world has rejected Jesus.  
He was cut off out of the land of the living. The gospels record that on one occasion, 
Jesus went across the lake of Galilee on a boat with His disciples and arrived to an area 
known as the Gerasenes, (Mark 5:1). When He arrived, He was confronted by a man 
possessed by evil powers. The man was a terror to the community. The people had 
tried to bind him with chains, but he always managed to break free. He lived among the 
tombs, a haunting presence, bringing fear to the people.  
 
Jesus cast out the evil powers that bound this man. The man was restored and when 
the people of the town saw him dressed and in his right mind, they must have been 
astonished. You would think they would have said to Jesus, ‘Please stay! We have 
many problems in this community and since You have the power to deliver this man 
from the evil that possessed him, we want You to make your home with us. Stay and 
help us!’ 
 
But that is not what they said. Mark records that the people of the town “began to beg 
Jesus to depart from their region.’ And He did. Jesus did what they asked. He got into 
the boat and left. What will happen to a place that asks the Person who has the power 
to subdue evil to leave? In that place, evil will abound.  
 
Here is a question that everyone – including those who do not believe - will ask: Why is  
the world as it is? Why does evil abound? We can ask our unbelieving friends in this  
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generation to consider the fact that Jesus, who has the power to subdue evil was cut off  
out of the land of the living. We should say to our unbelieving friends, consider the loss  
that comes in rejecting Jesus. Our world has very clearly said to Jesus, ‘We don’t want you  
here.’  We crucified Him. And when the light is put out, what can you expect but darkness? 
 
I want to say from the heart to anyone who has not yet come to faith in the Lord Jesus  
Christ, would you consider today the loss to you of rejecting Jesus? I have to tell you that  
the loss to you of rejecting Jesus, if you persist in that, will be eternal. Consider the loss in  
rejecting Jesus. 
 

3. Consider the Gain in Receiving Jesus  
who considered that he was… stricken for the transgression of my people? (v8) 

 
These are the words of God Himself, speaking through the prophet Isaiah. Jesus bore 
the punishment for the sins of God’s people. Other Scriptures clearly state that the 
death of Jesus is sufficient for the sins of the whole world (1 John 2:2). However far you 
are from God, however great your sins may be, however long you may have resisted 
God grace, Jesus is ready to receive you. Jesus is ready to forgive you. His death for 
sinners is sufficient for you. 
 
But the focus here is not on the sins of the whole world, but on the sins of God’s people. 
The danger we face as believers is that we become so familiar with the great truth that 
Jesus died for sinners on the cross, that we think of this as something that other people 
need to hear.  
 
‘Jesus died on the cross for sins.’  I know this. I believe this. This is what my unbelieving 
friends need to hear. But brother, sister in Christ – This is what we need to hear. Jesus 
was stricken for the transgression of God’s people. That’s us! 
 
It would be easy to get the idea that that somehow God owed it to us to send His Son 
into the world. That there was some kind of moral obligation on Jesus to be stricken for 
our transgressions. But nothing could be further from the truth. 
 
Think about this: There are legions of fallen angels. Angels who fell into sin before the 
creation of the world and there is no Savior for them. Peter tells us that, ‘God did not 
spare angels when they sinned, but cast them into hell and committed them to chains of 
gloomy darkness to be kept until the judgment;’ (2 Peter 2:4)  
 
If God did not send a Savior for fallen angels, why did He send a Savior for us? I hope 
you are not expecting me to answer that question! No one could. To all eternity we will 
be lost in wonder, love, and praise as we stare into the mystery of God’s mercy and 
grace.   
 
 Amazing love! 
 How can it be 
 that thou, my God,  
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 should die for me? 
   Charles Wesley  
 
 
Consider what is yours in Christ.  And if you have not yet believed, consider what could 
be yours in Christ. If you will believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, if you will turn to Him in 
repentance, and trust yourself to Him as your Savior and your Lord, He will be yours, 
and all that He accomplished on the cross will be yours as well. 
 
Consider the gain in receiving Jesus. Your sins will be forgiven. You will have peace 
with God. And your healing will begin.  
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