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Mark 14:66-72 
 

Please open your Bible at Mark 14 as we continue our series in the life of Peter. We saw last 
time that to be a fully committed disciple of Jesus is a beautiful thing. Peter was ready to lay 
down his life for Jesus (John 13:37) and you can’t get more committed than that. 
 
We felt the challenge: Am I ready to endure, to suffer, to sacrifice as Peter was? Am I 
ready to give, to serve, and to go? To be fully committed to Jesus is a beautiful thing. 
 
But there is a powerful temptation that comes to those who are fully committed: the  
temptation to spiritual pride. You begin to feel that you are stronger than other believers.  
You hear the Word of Jesus for others, but not for yourself. You no longer feel that you need  
to pray. You begin to feel that the entire weight of the work of Jesus rests on your shoulders. 
 
That is spiritual pride, and Peter fell into it on the same night he committed himself to 
follow Jesus, even if it meant laying down his life. Pride comes before a fall (Proverbs 
16:18) and today we are going to follow the story of Peter’s spiritual collapse when he 
denied ever having known his Lord. We’ll be drawing today from the accounts of this 
event in each of the four gospels. 
 
Mark tells us that when Jesus was arrested, they led Him to the high priest. 

all the chief priests and the elders and the scribes came together. (Mark 14:53) 
 
Peter’s First Denial  
Peter followed Jesus into the courtyard, where one of the High Priest’s servants said 
‘you also were with…Jesus’ (v67). John tells us that this servant was the one who 
opened the door to the courtyard and let Peter in (John 18:16-17). And he tells us that 
the servant asked Peter if he was one of Jesus’ disciples.  
 
To the statement ‘You also were with Jesus,’ Peter replied, I neither know nor 
understand what you mean, (Mark 14:68).  [I don’t know what you are talking about.]  
And to the question about whether he was one of Jesus’ disciples, Peter replied, “I am not” 
(John 18:17). 
 
Then Mark tells us that after Peter denied Jesus the first time, the rooster crowed (v68). 
You would think this would be a warning to Peter because Jesus had said to him,  

“Truly, I tell you, this very night, before the rooster crows twice, you will deny me 
three times.” (Mark 14:30) 

 
You would think that Peter would decide it was time to leave, but he had been blinded 
by his own spiritual pride, and he stayed in the courtyard even after he had denied 
Jesus for the first time.  
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Peter’s Second Denial  
It must have been a cold night because the High Priest’s servants and the soldiers who 
were on duty had made a fire in the courtyard. The servant who had let Peter in felt sure 
that he was one of Jesus’ disciples and she began to spread the story to the servants 
round the fire. “This man is one of them” (v69).  
 
Matthew tells us that another servant also recognized Peter and spread the same story 
This man was with Jesus (Matthew 26:71). Peter denied it a second time, only this time  
more strongly. Matthew tells us he denied it with an oath (Matthew 26:72).  ‘I swear that  
I was not with Jesus.’ 
 
Peter’s Third Denial  
Then, sometime later, one of the group standing around the fire said, Certainly you are 
one of them, for you are a Galilean (Mark 14:70). Peter had a northern accent, and 
Matthew records that this third accuser said, Certainly you too are one of them, for your 
accent betrays you (Matthew 26:73). 
 
So, Peter was not the only believer in the courtyard that night. John tells us that 
“another disciple” who was known to the high priest was also there (John 18:15) and 
that he was the one who told the high priest’s servant to open the door and let Peter in, 
(John 18:16).  
 
Most scholars think that John was this ‘other disciple’ (v16), but we can’t be sure. John 
tells us more about this third accuser:  

One of the servants of the high priest,  
a relative of the man whose ear Peter had cut off, asked,  
“Did I not see you in the garden with him?” (John 18:26)  

 
Now we have an eyewitness who saw Peter with Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane. 
And since this man was a relative of Malchus, who Peter had attacked with his sword, 
he was most likely a man with a grievance.  
 
Did I not see you in the garden with him? 
 
Peter must have been thinking, ‘If this crowd finds out that I was the one who lashed out 
at the High Priest’s servant, I will be in big trouble.’  So now the stakes are raised. Peter 
had attacked a servant of the High Priest. One of the man’s relatives may have 
recognized him. Peter’s conscience condemns him. And he becomes even more 
vehement in his denial that he ever knew Jesus. 
 

But he began to invoke a curse on himself and to swear,  
“I do not know this man of whom you speak.” (Mark 14:71) 

 
To curse means to consign to destruction. So, when Peter invoked a curse on himself, 
he was saying, ‘May God consign me to destruction if what I say is not the truth, I do not 
know this man of whom you speak.’ 
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And as soon as Peter said this, the rooster crowed a second time (v72). And Peter 
remembered how Jesus had said to him, “Before the rooster crows twice, you will deny 
me three times.” And he broke down and wept. (Mark 14:72) 
 
That’s the story. It is not a story of a minor failing. It is the story of a spiritual disaster. 
The ruined public testimony of a once esteemed leader. 
 
There are two parts to the message today. First, how to guard against temptation. 
Prevention is better than cure. We need to ask the question; how can we make sure 
that we don’t fall into sin as Peter did?  
 
Second, how to guard against despair. Peter’s spiritual collapse was not the end of his 
story. I want us to see why there is hope in Christ even after our worst sins and failures. 
 

1. How to Guard Against Temptation  

a. Don’t put yourself in the way of temptation 

Mark tells us that after Jesus was arrested, Peter had followed him at a distance,  
right into the courtyard of the high priest. (Mark 14:54) 

 
These words “Peter followed at a distance” have often been used by preachers to say 
that we need to follow Jesus closely and that if we follow Jesus at a distance we will 
soon be in trouble. That is undoubtedly true, but I think it misses the point. 
 
“Peter… followed him at a distance.” That is precisely what Jesus told him not to do!   
 
We saw this last time from John 13. Jesus said to Peter, “Where I am going you cannot 
follow me now, but you will follow afterward.” (John 13:36)  ‘Don’t try to follow me when I 
am arrested. This is not the time for you to lay down your life. I have to face this cross 
alone!’ 
 
But Peter didn’t like that. He was a fully committed disciple and when Jesus said, ‘Don’t 
follow me,’ Peter pushed back. ‘Well, I’m going to follow you anyway, but I will do it at a 
discrete distance.’ 
 
Peter should never have been in the courtyard in the first place. He put himself in the 
way of temptation that was greater than he could bear. And it was spiritual pride that led 
him to do it. Remember Peter’s problem. He overestimated the power of his willing 
spirit.  He underestimated the power of his reluctant flesh. And by going into the 
courtyard, he was asking for trouble.   
 
Spiritual pride will lead you to say, “I can handle this”. But God tells us to flee 
temptation. Flee youthful passions and pursue righteousness, faith, love, and peace… 
(2 Timothy 2:22) Flee from sexual immorality. (1 Corinthians 6:18) Therefore, my 
beloved, flee from idolatry. (1 Corinthians 10:14) Don’t deceive yourself by saying “I can 
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handle this!” 
 
When our boys were in High School, one of my sons asked if he could go to an all-night  
party. I asked a few questions, and it soon became clear what kind of party this was likely  
to be. So, I told him ‘No, I don’t think you should go there.” To which he said what any  
teenage boy would say: ‘Dad, don’t you trust me?’ I said to him, “Of course I don’t trust you.  
I wouldn’t trust myself!” And then we had a really good conversation about this principle:  
Don’t put yourself in the way of temptation.  
 
The Bible says, He who trusts in his own heart is a fool, But whoever walks wisely will 
be delivered (Proverbs 28:26, NKJV).  
 
Don’t put yourself in the way of temptation. Peter should never have been in the 
courtyard in the first place. 
 

b. Repent before the wayward becomes willful 
 
I’ve been helped here by a comment of James Philip, an esteemed pastor now with the 
Lord. He quotes the words of Isaiah 53:6, “All we like sheep have gone astray; we have 
turned – every one - to his own way.”  
 
Then he says,  

“In the first part of the verse we have the human, wayward element, that calls 
forth the compassion of Christ; in the second the deliberate and rebellious 
element. Every sin combines these two in some proportion; and the more the 
rebellious and deliberate preponderates over the wayward, the more dangerous 
and demonic the sin becomes, until it loses all its wayward element and becomes 
utterly willful.”  (James Philip, Up Against It, p. 157) 

 
You see this in the three times that Peter denied Jesus. At first, Peter simply denies that 
he is a disciple of Jesus. The second time, he denies Jesus with an oath. The third time, 
he denies Jesus, calling down a curse on himself (Mark 14:71). Each denial is darker 
than the one that went before.  
 
I wonder if you have seen this in your own life. You fell into a particular temptation,   
and it happened because of the weakness of your flesh. But if you keep falling into the 
same sin, the pattern changes. The wayward becomes less. The willful becomes more.  
And this sin increasingly becomes something that you choose.   
 
Every sin combines the wayward and the willful in some proportion. The more you 
indulge a particular sin, the more willful it becomes. And the more willful a sin becomes, 
the harder it is to repent.  So, here’s what we learn: Repent before the wayward 
becomes willful.  
This is surely the significance of Mark telling us that the rooster crowed for the first time 
after Peter’s first denial, (Mark 14:68). The first denial was bad enough, but the rooster 
crowing was a warning. ‘Peter, you have fallen because of the weakness of your 
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wayward flesh. You need to get out of this courtyard before this goes any further!’   
 
But Peter was blinded by spiritual pride. He ignored the warning. The sin into which he 
had fallen tightened its grip and he plunged into spiritual disaster.  
 

c. Remember that sin wounds the heart of Jesus 
How was it that Peter repented of his defiant and willful sin? One minute Peter is denying  
Jesus for the third time, calling down a curse on himself. The next he is weeping bitter tears  
of repentance. What made the difference? What turned him round?   
 
Luke makes this very clear.  

But Peter said, “Man, I do not know what you are talking about.”  
And immediately, while he was still speaking, the rooster crowed. 

And the Lord turned and looked at Peter.  

And Peter remembered the saying of the Lord, how he had said to him, “Before the 
rooster crows today, you will deny me three times.” 
And he went out and wept bitterly. (Luke 22:60-62) 

 
Here we have the extraordinary convergence of three events: Peter denies Jesus for 
the third time; while he is still speaking, the rooster crows; and at that very moment, 
Jesus is dragged across the courtyard, and He looks directly at Peter. 
 
Only God could have arranged for this timing. Jesus was brought out of the High 
Priest’s house and into the courtyard at the very moment when Peter denied Him for the 
third time. Jesus heard Peter calling down curses on himself. Jesus heard Peter deny 
on oath that he had ever known Him.  
 
And the Lord turned and looked at Peter (Luke 22:61) No words. Just a look of great 
sorrow. A look of great pain.  A look of great love. As Peter looked into the eyes of the 
Lord he loved, and had just denied, his heart was melted. He was brought to 
repentance and the sign of it was that he went out and wept bitterly. 
 
Sin always brings pain at multiple levels. When we sin, we let ourselves down. When 
we sin, we hurt other people. But for a person who loves Jesus, the worst effect of our 
sin is that it wounds the heart of our Lord.  How could I do this to the Savior I love?  
 
How to guard against temptation:  Don’t put yourself in the way of temptation; Repent 
before the wayward becomes willful; Remember that sin wounds the heart of Jesus. 
 

2. How to Guard Against Despair  
The story of Peter is full of hope because it tells us that your worst sin need not be the 
end for you. Peter repented, and as we will see next time, he was wonderfully restored.  
Why was this great sin not the end for Peter? And why is it that your worst sin need not 
be the end for you?  Two reasons: 
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a. Jesus Has Prayed for You 

“Simon, Simon, behold, Satan demanded to have you, that he might sift you like 
wheat, but I have prayed for you that your faith may not fail. And when you have 
turned again, strengthen your brothers.”  (Luke 22:31-32) 

Wheat was sifted by putting it in a sieve and shaking it violently. That led to the wheat 
being separated from the chaff so that the chaff, which was of no value, could be blown 
away.  Satan had demanded to sift Peter like wheat. ‘Peter, Satan wants to show that 
you are chaff. He wants to blow you away. He wants to prove that you are not a true 
disciple.’  
 
This is what happened in the story of Job in the Old Testament. Here was Job, an 
upright and blameless man who feared God and turned away from evil (Job 1:8). 
And Satan asked, Does Job fear God for nothing? ‘Job doesn’t really love God. He only 
loves what God gives him. ‘Let me take away what he has, and I will prove that this man 
is chaff.’  That was the enemy’s accusation.  
 
Job was sifted, but when he was tested, he came out as gold (Job 23:10). He loved God 
still even when the gifts God had given were taken away. And Satan was shown as the 
liar he is. 
 
Now Jesus says to Peter – something similar is going to happen with you. The enemy 
wants to show that you are chaff. He wants to prove that you were never a true disciple.  
But he won’t succeed, and here’s why: I have prayed for you, that your faith may not 
fail. 
 
Jesus did not pray that Peter would be saved from the sifting. Jesus prayed that his faith 
would not fail. And Peter’s repentance was the answer to Jesus’ prayer. Yes, Peter 
denied Jesus, but he could not live with his denial. He repented. And that was the sure 
sign that his faith was genuine.   
 
Then Jesus said When you have turned again, strengthen your brothers. Notice, not if 
you turn again, but ‘When you have turned again.’ Jesus knew that Peter’s terrible sin 
would not be the end for him. It would not define him. It would not condemn him. It 
would not lead to his ruin, but to his restoration. You will turn again! Nothing is more 
certain. And the reason you will turn again is that I have prayed for you.  
 
Jesus prayed for Peter and Jesus prays for us. He is able to save to the uttermost  
those who draw near to God through him, since he always lives to make intercession for  
them. (Hebrews 7:25)  
 
Here is what will guard you from despair. Here’s what will hold you when you wonder if you  
were ever really a disciple: Jesus prays for you. 
 
b. Jesus will wash you 
We saw last week that when Jesus washed the disciples’ feet, Peter’s first response 
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was to refuse. But, Jesus answered him, “What I am doing you do not understand now, 
but afterward you will understand.” (John 13:7) 
 
‘Peter you are a fully committed disciple. You have a willing spirit and right now, you don’t 
think that you need to be washed. But when you have denied me three times: When you  
see how weak your flesh is, you will understand how much you need me to wash you.  
 
Jesus came into the world so that we could be washed. He came so that our sins would  
not define us, so that our sins would not condemn us, so that our sins would not lead to  
our destruction.  
 
John writes, My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin.  
But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the 
righteous. He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of 
the whole world. (1 John 2:1-2) 
 
Earlier in this series, we looked at the story of Peter walking on the water. A storm was 
raging, and the disciples were in the boat, straining at the oars, making little progress in 
the middle of the night. And Jesus came to them walking on the water.  
 
At first the disciples thought they were seeing a ghost. But Jesus said ‘Take heart; it is I. 
Do not be afraid.’ (Matthew 14:27) Peter said, ‘Lord, if it is you, command me to come to 
you on the water.’ He [Jesus] said, ‘Come’ (Matthew 14:28-29). Peter stepped out in 
obedience and in faith and he walked on the water. But when he saw the wind, he was 
afraid, and beginning to sink he cried out ‘Lord, save me.’ (v30) 
 
The strong hand of Jesus saved Peter from drowning when his faith failed in the water.  
The strong hand of Jesus saved him from destruction when his faith failed in the courtyard. 
When your faith fails you, the strong hand of Jesus will save you too. If we are faithless, He  
remains faithful - for He cannot deny Himself (2 Timothy 2:13). 
 
When I fear my faith will fail, Christ will hold me fast. When the tempter would prevail, He will  
hold me fast.  Peter had been warned, but warning did not save him. Peter was devoted, but  
his devotion could not save him. Peter was saved because even when he was faithless, Jesus  
remained faithful.  
 
Christ prayed for Him and Christ washed Him. Jesus prays for us.  And Jesus will wash  
us. The Lord who died to save you lives to keep you, and He will never let you go.  
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