
The Gospel According to Isaiah                June 26, 2022 
7. Submission           Pastor Colin Smith 
Isaiah 53:7 
 
Please open your Bible at Isaiah 53:7. We’re also going to be looking at 1 Peter 2 where 
what we learn in Isaiah 53 is directly applied to us today.  
 

He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, 
    yet he opened not his mouth; 
like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, 
    and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, 
    so he opened not his mouth.  (Isaiah 53:7) 

 
We have seen that God will bring about a great restoration of all that has been lost 
through the entrance of sin into the world. Jesus bore our griefs and carried our sorrows 
(v4), so that we will live in a world of love, peace and joy where griefs and sorrows are 
no more. 
 
We saw that Jesus purchased this marvelous restoration by means of substitution. He 
was pierced for our transgressions; He was crushed for our iniquities; (v5) and Jesus 
endured all this because our sins were laid on Him (v6). 
 
This is what happened at the cross from the perspective of God the Father. What was  
God the Father doing while Jesus was suffering and dying at the cross? Isaiah tells us:  
the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all (v6). That’s what God the Father was doing  
for us at the cross. This is the language of transfer. God took something from one place and  
put it in another. That is He took the sins that were on us, that were ours, our iniquities, our  
transgressions, our sins and He put them on His Son Jesus Christ. He laid them on Jesus.  
He counted them against the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

God made him who knew no sin to be sin for us,  
so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.  

(2 Corinthians 5:21 NIV)  
 

We saw that Jesus is our substitute. He stood in our place. Our sins were imputed to 
Him, laid on Him, counted as His, the sentence that would have been ours was upon 
Him. This is how we have peace with God. Upon him was the chastisement that brought 
us peace, (v5). Jesus purchased our restoration by substitution and by imputation.  
 
Every major doctrine of the Christian faith has come under attack, and this will continue 
until Christ Himself puts a stop to it when He returns in power and glory. The truth that 
Jesus became our substitute, goes to the very heart of the Gospel and so it should not 
surprise us that it has been the focus of sustained attack over many centuries and that 
is still the case today.  
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The attack on the substitutionary atonement; that is Jesus standing in our place, comes 
in three waves. The first wave of this assault is to deny the severity of sin. The biblical 
doctrine of sin tells us that there is something wrong with us: Our transgressions, or 
defiance. Our iniquities, or twistedness. This does not fit well in a world of affirmation. 
So, it is tempting to ignore the entrance of sin into the world and replace original sin with 
original goodness. You may have heard someone say, “Doesn’t the Bible tell us that 
God made everything good? Sure, none of us is perfect, but is it not the case that at 
heart, we are all essentially good?” 
 
The second wave is to deny the reality of judgment. Jesus enduring punishment in 
our place very clearly tells us that there is a judgement. Upon Him was the 
chastisement that brought us peace (v5).  But that points to the disturbing reality that 
there is a hell as well as a heaven and that people who ultimately reject Jesus will 
actually go there. So, it is tempting to ignore what the Bible says about punishment and 
replace God’s judgement with God’s acceptance. 
 
You may have heard someone say, “Doesn’t the Bible says that God is love? Doesn’t 
that mean that God will accept us all, that in the end He will welcome us all into His 
heaven?”   
 
 
And then the third wave of this assault is to deny substitution itself.  Having denied the 
severity of sin and having denied the reality of judgement, the third wave is the claim 
that Jesus being our substitute is simply a theory. You may hear people say something 
like this, “Well, this idea of Jesus being our substitute, bearing our sin, paying a penalty, 
you know it’s just a theory. And since it relates to sin and punishment, in which we no 
longer believe, it’s a theory we can safely easily discard.”  
 
But what I want you to notice as you have the Bible open in front of you is simply this, 
that Isaiah says, (Jesus) was pierced for our transgressions; He was crushed and the 
reason for it was our iniquities (v5). That is substitution. And speaking under the direct 
inspiration of the Holy Spirit, Isaiah states it not as a theory, but as a fact. When Isaiah 
says, the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all (v6), he is not speculating on what 
might have happened at the cross, he is declaring under the direct inspiration of the 
Holy Spirit what God has actually done! 
 
And when Isaiah speaks about the chastisement or punishment that was upon Jesus (v5),  
he is not announcing a theory. Isaiah is describing the brutal reality of what happened at 
the cross. Upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace. (v5) 
 
It is certainly possible for people to say they don’t believe what Isaiah says. The prophet  
himself begins this chapter by asking, ‘Who has believed our message?’ (v1, NIV). 
Of course people don’t believe this, but the plain and obvious message of Isaiah is that  
Jesus became our substitute. He took our place. Our sins were laid on Him by God the  
Father, and we have peace with God because the punishment that was due to us was on Him.  
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Then we come to v7.  A truth which when applied, could not be more relevant to 
Christian witness in our world today.  

 
He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, 
yet he opened not his mouth; 
like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, 
and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, 
so he opened not his mouth. (Isaiah 53:7) 

 
The message of this verse is very simple. The application of it profound. Let’s look at 
what it says first. When Jesus went to the cross, He did not complain. He didn’t resist. 
He didn’t fight against it. Jesus knew that what He suffered was the Father’s will and His 
own will was completely aligned with the will of His Father. Remember in the Garden of 
Gethsemane, wrestling with all that this would mean. He said in triumph, ‘Not my will but 
Yours be done. Shall I not drink the cup that the Father has given me?’ 
 
When Jesus was arrested a short time later, Peter was ready to resist. He drew his sword.  
But Jesus said to Him, “Put your sword back into its place. For all who take the sword will 
perish by the sword.” Then Jesus said, “Do you think that I cannot appeal to my Father, and  
he will at once send me more than twelve legions of angels?”  (Matthew 26:52-54) 
 
Jesus could have stopped the process of His arrest, His trial, and His crucifixion at any 
moment. But He chose not to do so. Why? Because, in all that He suffered, His will was 
completely aligned with the will of His Father. That is the point of this verse. Jesus was 
oppressed and afflicted. He was oppressed in His unwarranted arrest. He was afflicted 
by a supposedly legal process that was a flagrant abuse of power. And yet he opened 
not his mouth.  
 
When false witnesses testified against Jesus in the house of Caiaphas, Jesus remained 
silent and made no answer, (Mark 14:61). When Jesus was accused before Pontius 
Pilate, he gave no answer, (Matthew 27:12). Pilate was absolutely astonished. “Do you 
not hear how many things they testify against you?” But he gave him no answer, not 
even to a single charge, so that the governor was greatly amazed.  (Matthew 27:13-14) 
 
He's never seen anyone like this before. Nobody remains silent when accusations like 
these that will bring the death penalty, are made. Why are you silent? This is exactly 
what Isaiah was pointing to.  
 

He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, 
yet he opened not his mouth; 
like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, 
and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, 
so he opened not his mouth. (Isaiah 53:7) 
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Isaiah is not suggesting that Jesus never spoke during His trial or His crucifixion. We  
know that Jesus spoke seven times from the cross. We know that Jesus said to Pontius  
Pilate, “My Kingdom is not of this world.” But what Isaiah is telling us is that Jesus did  
nothing that would save Himself from going to the cross and the reason for this is that His  
will was completely aligned with the will of the Father. 
 
This suffering is in the will of the Father for Me. It is part of His purpose. He will use it to 
bring eternal good to Me, and eternal blessing to others, so I will not complain. I will not 
object, I will not fight, I will not resist. That’s the very simple truth of this verse. I want to 
apply this verse to all of us in three ways. Its application is very profound and highly 
relevant to our witness in this world today. 
 
1. The Submission of Jesus Answers a Pressing Question 
Isaiah says in v5 that Jesus was pierced for our transgressions, and crushed for our 
iniquities.  He says in v6 that, the LORD has laid on Him the iniquity of us all.  
Someone will say, are you telling me that God the Father punished His Son Jesus 
for sins He did not commit? Isn’t that a grotesque perversion of justice in all the history 
of the world? What kind of Father would do this to His own Son? 
 
You may have heard that question raised in regard to the story of Abraham and Isaac. 
You remember the story of how father and son went up the mountain and Abraham laid 
his son Isaac on the altar and was ready to offer him up as a sacrifice to God. What kind 
of father would do that to his own son? It’s a really important question. 
 
I’ve been helped on this by A.W. Pink, who points out that Isaac would have been a  
young man when he climbed the mountain with his father, so forget any artistic 
impressions you may have seen of a young child lying helpless on the altar. Isaac was  
a man in the prime of his life, and he could easily have overpowered Abraham, who was 
over 100 years old, if he had wanted to. 
 
But Isaac didn’t do that. Why? Because Isaac, as a mature man, probably in his 30’s 
was willing to lay down his own life. And what you have in that remarkable and 
disturbing story in Genesis 22, is the story of a father who is willing to give up his son, 
and a son who is willing to lay down his own life. And they are at one in this because it 
is only through a sacrifice that blessing will come to the world. 
 
Of course, God did not allow Abraham to give up his son. But God did what Abraham 
and Isaac could only illustrate. God the Father did give up His own Son for us and God 
the Son did freely and willingly lay down His life for us. And the Father and the Son are 
at one in this because only this sacrifice will blessing come to the world. Do you see that 
is the point of verse 7 and that is why is comes after verse 6. Because verse 6 is telling 
us what happened at the cross from the perspective of the Father. The Father laid our 
sins on His Son. And now verse 7 is telling us, so that there should be no 
misunderstanding, that Jesus willingly took this upon Himself. That the Father and the 
Son were at one in this great sacrifice. A great sacrifice for the Father and a great 
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sacrifice for the Son. They were at one in it because this was the only way in which 
blessing would come to the world.  
 
Which is harder? To lay down your own life or to give up the life of one you dearly love? 
God experienced both agonies at the same time at the cross. God the Father did not 
spare his own Son but out of an agony of heart, gave Him up for us all. And the Son of 
God, in agony, gave Himself for us. The Son of God loved me, Paul says, and gave 
Himself for me. 
 
The love of God is displayed at the cross, because at immeasurable cost to the Father 
and to the Son, God accomplished something of infinite value to us. The price was paid. 
The punishment was exhausted. Justice was done. And in this way, He saved us. He 
redeemed us and He reconciled us to Himself. That’s why this truth in verse 7 is really 
important because the submission of Jesus answers a very pressing question.  
 
2. The Submission of Jesus Models a Distinct Calling 
The end of 1 Peter 2 is really a New Testament application of what we’re learning here  
in Isaiah 53.  
 

For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, 
leaving you an example, so that you might follow in his steps. (1 Peter 2:21) 

 
Peter tells us that the submission of Jesus is a model for us today. Jesus aligned 
Himself with the will of the Father and God calls us to do the same. Peter is writing to 
Christian believers and he says, “to this you have been called!” 
 
This is a distinct calling that belongs to us. We’re called to it. To follow the example of 
Jesus to walk in His footsteps when we suffer. We all suffer in many ways, but Peter is 
speaking especially about times when we suffer injustice.   

For this is a gracious thing, when, mindful of God,  
one endures sorrows while suffering unjustly. (1 Peter 2:19)  

 
Jesus suffered unjustly, and that will be part of our experience too. When you do, you 
are called as a distinct calling to follow the example of Jesus and to walk in His steps?  
What would it look like to follow the example of Jesus when we suffer, especially when 
we suffer unjustly?  Peter identifies two temptations that will always come to us when 
we are wronged.  
 
The first is to revile. When he was reviled, he did not revile in return; (1 Peter 2:23) 
The word ‘revile’ is where we get our word revulsion. To revile a person is to treat them 
with utter contempt; to renounce them; to view them with disgust. There is loathing in 
this word and there is even hatred as well.  
 
You may be thinking, well there’s none of that in me. But I’m saying to you from the 
Bible, that when you are wronged, if you suffer a serious injustice, you will be tempted 
to revile the person who caused you to suffer. Anger and resentment will come knocking 
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on the door of your heart whenever you are wronged. And behind anger and 
resentment, bitterness, hardness of heart, and even hatred will not be far behind.  
 
The second temptation when you suffer unjustly is to threaten. When he suffered, 
he did not threaten, (1 Peter 2:23).  Think of how Jesus could have threatened the 
soldiers who nailed Him to the cross. ‘You are doing this to Me now, but there’s a Day of 
Judgment is coming and you wait!’ 
 
But Jesus did not do that or anything like it. Instead, as they nailed Him to the cross,  
He said, ‘Father forgive them. They do not know what they are doing.’ Jesus was 
repeatedly wronged. He suffered one injustice after another and He was innocent – 
more than any of us could ever be! But He did not threaten and He did not revile. 
And Peter says, “to this you have been called, because Christ suffered for you,  
leaving you an example, so that you might follow in His steps” (1 Peter 2:21). 

 
Now if you take that verse of Scripture seriously at all there’s one very obvious question, 
and it is this. How is that possible? How can we follow in the footsteps of Jesus? That 
takes us to the last thing I want us to see in this verse today. 
 
3. The Submission of Jesus Opens a Compelling Prospect 
How is it possible for a person who suffers serious injustice not to be consumed by 
anger, resentment and a desire for revenge? How is that possible? There are two 
answers right here and the first is this. It is possible when the Holy Spirit lives in you.  
 
a. When the Holy Spirit lives in you 
Following the example of Jesus is not something that any of us can do in our own strength. 
But it is possible when the Holy Spirit lives in you. Peter uses a very striking phrase 
here, not once by twice: 

 
For this is a gracious thing, when, mindful of God,  
one endures sorrows while suffering unjustly. (1 Peter 2:19) 

 
A gracious thing… This is more than you being gracious. It means that something has 
been given to you that you did not have in yourself. The Holy Spirit is reproducing the 
likeness of Jesus in you. Then Peter says the same thing again, But if when you do 
good and suffer for it you endure, this is a gracious thing in the sight of God, (1 Peter 
2:20). 

 
When you act like Jesus, you give clear evidence that the Holy Spirit lives in you 
because it wouldn’t be possible for you to do this otherwise. The compelling prospect of 
following the example of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ is possible when the Holy 
Spirit lives in you, and then Peter tells us something else very important - when you 
know that God is just.  
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b. When you know that God is just 
When he was reviled, he did not revile in return; when he suffered, he did not 
threaten, but continued entrusting himself to him who judges justly (1 Peter 2:23). 

Peter is telling us how it was that Jesus didn’t revile. How it was that Jesus didn’t 
threaten. How did He do that? How did Jesus overcome the dark powers of anger, 
bitterness, resentment, and hatred that threaten to possess us when we are treated 
unjustly? The answer Peter gives us is, Jesus was victorious over all these dark powers 
because He knew that God is just, and He entrusted Himself to the Father who judges 
justly. Notice that this was not something that Jesus just did once. He had to do it again 
and again. He ‘continued entrusting himself to him who judges justly.’ So, this is not 
something that we settle just by saying a prayer at the end of the sermon. This is 
something that we have to do again and again and again, whenever we are wronged. 
And whenever we face injustice. 
 
When Jesus was betrayed by one of His own disciples, Jesus had to entrust Himself to 
the Father who judges justly. When He was falsely accused, Jesus had to entrust 
Himself to the Father who judges justly. When there was no justice in the court of Pilate, 
He had to entrust Himself to the Father who judges justly.  
 
‘There will be justice for me.’ And there was. On the third day, the Father raised Him up 
from the dead and exalted Him to the highest place of all. 
 
As I’ve pondered this verse in Isaiah and its application in the New Testament to all of 
us today, it has become very striking to me that nothing could be more pressing or more 
relevant for us in these days in which we live.  
 
Conclusion  
We look at our world today and what do we see all around us? We see anger, we see 
bitterness, we see hatred, we see reviling and we see threatening. And we ask the 
question sometimes in our conversations, why is the world so angry? And there are 
many answers to that question, but I want you to think deeply about this. The world 
does not have the Holy Spirit and the world does not believe in the justice of God. And 
at the deepest level these two things will give you the answer as to why the world is so 
angry.  
 
But think about this. Imagine the impact of communities of people who actually follow 
the example of Jesus. That when they suffer, they do not become bitter. When they are 
wronged, they do not revile. When they suffer injustice, they don’t make threats. They 
choose to love, rather than to hate. And do you see, this is our distinct calling and it’s 
our distinct calling because believers in the Lord Jesus Christ are the only people who 
can do this. Why? Because only the people who believe in the Lord Jesus Christ have 
the Holy Spirit and only those who believe in the Lord Jesus Christ have a true 
knowledge of the justice of God. 
 
And this is true of you as a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ, the Holy Spirit lives in you 
and in a world that is always crying out for justice, you know and believe that God 
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Himself is just. You know that God has set a day when He will judge the world in 
righteousness and you know that not only God’s love, but also His justice has been put 
on display at the cross.   
 
And you know victory over the dark powers that knock on the door of our hearts when 
we are wronged. When we experience injustice, the dark powers of anger and 
bitterness and resentment and even hatred, victory over them is possible when we 
believe that God has set a day on which He will judge the world. And reconciliation 
becomes possible when people believe that justice has been done at the cross. 
 
So, I want to end with this very personal question. What is going on in your life today 
that might tempt you to become angry, bitter or resentful toward God or towards another 
person? Here is how you will gain victory over the dark powers that threaten your soul. 
You trust what you have suffered into the hand of God; you let God deal with those who 
have oppressed and afflicted you; God is just and He will do what is right. And then you 
ask that by His Holy Spirt, God will give you the strength that you need to follow the 
example of Jesus and to walk in His footsteps. 
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