
 

 

The Gospel According to Isaiah         June 19, 2022 
6. Imputation             Pastor Colin Smith 
Isaiah 53:6 
 

Please open your Bible at Isaiah 53. This marvelous chapter that takes us to the heart  
of what Jesus accomplished on the cross. We’ve seen that God’s great purpose is to 
bring about a complete restoration of all that was lost through the entrance of sin into 
the world. 
 
Isaiah begins there. He tells us that Jesus bore our griefs and carried our sorrows, (v4). 
Griefs and sorrows are the effects of sin. So, Isaiah is telling us that Jesus took all the 
effects of sin, all that blights human life in this world on Himself. 
 
We live in a fallen world where griefs and sorrows abound. But God has promised a 
new creation. A world free from sin and all its ugly effects. A world where death, 
mourning, crying, and pain will be no more. A world where God Himself will be with us 
and He will wipe all tears from our eyes. This great restoration will come about because 
Jesus carried our griefs and sorrows.  
 
In order to deal with the effects of sin, God had to deal with sin itself. And Isaiah tells us 
that God did this through Jesus becoming our substitute. 

He was pierced for our transgressions; 
he was crushed for our iniquities; 
upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, 
and with his wounds we are healed. (Isaiah 53:5) 

Jesus purchased our restoration and He did it by substitution. 
 
Today we are asking questions that takes us even further: What did it mean for Jesus to 
become our substitute? And what does this mean for us?  Isaiah tells us in v6, which is 
our focus today: 

All we like sheep have gone astray; 
we have turned - every one - to his own way; 
and the LORD has laid on him 
the iniquity of us all. (Isaiah 53:6) 

 
The word that describes what God did here is the word “imputation”. To impute simply 
means “to charge” or “to count”. It is used several times in older translations of the 
Bible. 

Blessed is the man to whom the LORD does not impute iniquity.  
(Psalm 32:2, NKJV) 

Another way of saying that would be, blessed is the person against whom God does not 
count their sins or their iniquities. You are blessed if God does not charge your iniquity 
against you. 
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How could God, in justice, not charge our sins against us? The answer is that Jesus 
became our substitute, and God charged our sins to Jesus. Our sins were laid on him. 
And because they were laid on Him they are no longer on us.  
 
So, the message of these verses, in summary, is that Jesus purchased our 
restoration by substitution and imputation. This verse is stunningly simple and at the 
same time unfathomably profound. I want to make three observations from it: 

1. What we have done. 
2. What God has done. 
3. What we must do.  

 

1. What We Have Done  
All we like sheep have gone astray; 
we have turned—every one—to his own way  

(Isaiah 53:6) 

Isaiah describes our common condition, and its individual expression. He tells us what 
is true of all of us. Then he tells us what is true of each of us. Notice what is true of all 
of us. All we, like sheep have gone astray. 
 
Isaiah has described our condition in words in v5. Transgressions speak of our 
defiance. Iniquity speaks of our twistedness. Chastisement speaks of our guilt, and our 
need to be healed speaks of our woundedness.  
 
Now God gives us a picture to illustrate: Here’s what our defiance, our twistedness, our 
guilt and our woundedness looks like in practice. We are all like wandering sheep: All 
we like sheep have gone astray. Remember Isaiah is speaking to God’s people. He is 
reminding us that we are sinners as much as those who have no time for God at all. 
 
If you have been a Christian for a few years or for a few decades, it’s easy to get the 
idea that other people need a Savior more than you do. It’s easy to get the idea that our 
sins are less than the sins of others because at least we are making an attempt to live 
for God. But Isaiah humbles us. We who love the Lord have this in common with all 
humanity. We all go astray. Notice Isaiah includes himself. All we like sheep have gone 
astray. He does not say “all you have gone astray.” It is “all we”. 
 
Earlier in his life, Isaiah had a remarkable experience that shaped his life. In the year 
that king Uzziah died, I saw the LORD (Isaiah 6:1). Isaiah was given a vision of the glory 
of God and when he saw how holy God is, he saw how sinful he was. I am a man of 
unclean lips and I dwell among a people of unclean lips. 
 
Then Isaiah moves beyond our common condition to its individual expression. And he  
tells us what is true of each of us. We have turned – every one – to his own way (v6) 
All of us have in common that we are like sheep who go astray. But each of us has his 
or her own way of straying. Your way of straying from God will be different from the 
person sitting next to you. 
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And it is always easier to see someone else’s way of straying than it is to see your own. 
Every sinner has a distinct way of going astray. For some it is pride. For others it is lust. 
For some it is greed.  For others it is laziness.  
 
The Prodigal Son rebelled. He wanted to get as far from his father as he possibly could.  
He gave himself to reckless living. He looked at how his father lived and decided to 
pursue the opposite. ‘I’m going to try whatever my father would not do.’  
 
The Prodigal Son had an older brother who never rebelled. He was a dutiful son. Hard 
working and working for his father. But the heart of the older brother was filled with 
resentment. He felt, in the light of all that he had done, that his father owed him 
something better. Two very different ways of going our own way. All we like sheep have 
gone astray; we have turned—every one—to his own way  
 
Sheep go astray in different directions. Wolves hunt in packs, but sheep go wandering 
off on their own. Sheep like their own space. If you see sheep on a hillside, they will be 
dotted all over the place. When they get away from the shepherd, they move away from 
each other. If you are becoming distant from other members of God’s flock, it may be 
that you are wandering away from the Shepherd.  
 
Of course, it could be that all the other sheep have wandered away, but if you find 
yourself distanced from the other sheep. You would be wise to question if you are really 
close to the Shepherd. All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned - every one 
- to his own way; (Isaiah 53:6) 
 
Here’s the truth about each and every one of us. We are all like wandering sheep and 
even now, if it were not for the Good Shepherd, we would all wander off to our own 
destruction. So, thank God for the Good Shepherd. 

 

2. What God Has Done 
All we like sheep have gone astray; 
we have turned—every one—to his own way 
 And the LORD has laid on Him the iniquity of us all. 

(Isaiah 53:6) 
 

Suppose we go out for a meal together, and when we are done the waiter brings the bill.  
You say, “Let me take care of that.” And I say, “No, I’d be glad to do this.” You know 
what this is like. You take out your purse or your wallet, and I fumble around looking for 
mine. That’s an old Scottish trick by the way. Look in the wrong pocket for your wallet 
and by the time you get it out, the other person may already have grabbed the bill!! 
 
This bill is on the table. It is going to be charged to – imputed to – someone. Someone is  
going to pay for it. Either it will be on your card, or it will be on mine. God has taken all that 
would have been charged to us, and charged it to Jesus instead. He’s imputed it to Him.  
He’s laid it on Him. This is what it meant for Jesus to become our substitute: God laid our  
sins on Him.   
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To help us grasp this, God has given us a powerful visual aid in the Old Testament. You’ll  
find it in Leviticus 16, where we’re told about the Day of Atonement that happened once a  
year among the people of God in Old Testament times. God’s people gathered outside of  
the tent of meeting. So, imagine a vast company of people and they gathered together in  
one place. And the Scripture tells us that when they gathered, a live goat was brought to  
the High Priest, and this is what God says,  

Aaron shall lay both his hands on the head of the live goat,  
and confess over it all the iniquities of the people…  
all their transgressions, all their sins.  
And he shall put them on the head of the goat  
and send it away into the wilderness… 

Leviticus 16:21-22 
 
Get a picture of the drama of this vast crowd of people and a live goat being brough to 
the high priest and his job is to lay hold of this goat by the head and holding onto its 
head, to lead this prayer in which sins are named. And it must have been a long prayer 
because he had to name all the transgressions, all the iniquities, all the sins of all of 
God’s people. Every one of them.  
 
And then notice what the Scripture says. “And he shall put them on the head of the goat 
and send it away into the wilderness”. This is the language of transfer. Put them, these 
sins on the head of the goat. Sins, iniquities, transgressions are being taken from one 
place and moved to another. They are being taken from the people and laid on the goat.  
 
What the High Priest did on the day of atonement, is a powerful picture of what God 
Himself has done. The LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all. Literally translated, 
what Isaiah says here is that God has made to meet on Him the iniquity of us all. 
 
Dr. Alec Motyer, a respected Old Testament scholar, translates this verse this way, 
“And God! He brought together upon Him the iniquity of us all.” 
 
Think about a room in which dust and dirt are spread everywhere. You get out the 
vacuum cleaner. You hoover this up so that what was spread in many places is 
gathered into one place. And when you are done, you empty out all the muck that  
you have gathered. 
 
That is what God has done with our sins: Our self-absorbed rebellion, our self-pitying 
resentment, our self-indulgent laziness, and our self-righteous presumption. God has 
gathered it all up into one place. This is what God has done with our sins. Our self-
absorbed rebellion, our self-pitying resentment, our self-indulgent laziness, our self-
righteous presumption.  What has God done? He’s gathered it all up into one place and 
then He has laid our gathered iniquity on Jesus. As it says in the New Testament: 

God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become  
the righteousness of God.  (2 Corinthians 5:21 NIV) 
 



5 

 

 

The LORD has laid on Him the iniquity of us all. That is why Jesus was pierced for  
our transgressions and crushed for our iniquities; that is why the chastisement that 
belonged to us was upon Him, because our sins were laid on Him. (Isaiah 53:5) 
 
Martin Luther describes how our merciful Father, seeing that we were oppressed and 
overwhelmed by the curse of the law, sent His only Son into the world, and laid our sins 
upon Him.  He pictures God the Father giving direction to God the Son: You be Peter 
that denier; You be Paul that persecutor, blasphemer and oppressor; You be David that 
adulterer; You be the sinner who ate the fruit in Paradise; and the thief who hung on the 
cross. You be the person who has committed the sins of all men; and see that You pay 
for them in full. 1 
 
Here’s what this means for us. Our sins, our iniquities and our transgressions have all 
been laid on Jesus. Since they have been laid on Jesus, they no longer lie on us. Isn’t 
that the greatest good news you could ever hear? That is why there is no condemnation 
for those who are in Christ Jesus (Romans 8:1). It’s because of what God has done! 
Laying your sins and mine on His own dear Son. 
 
There’s a poem by an English pastor, Bill Bygroves, that reflects on this verse: 

 
All my sin of every kind,  
and all the thoughts that stain my mind, 
and all the evil I designed,  
was laid on Him. 
 
And all the ways my feet have strayed,  
and all the idols I have made, 
and all the times I have not prayed,  
were laid on Him. 
 
All those told and acted lies,  
all the sins of compromise, 
all that I legitimize,  
was laid on Him. 
 
All that sinks me in the mire,  
all those times of base desire, 
all that needs a cleansing fire,  
was laid on Him. 
 
All my misdirected powers,  
all my many wasted hours, 
all my dreams of ivory towers,  
were laid on Him. 
 

 
1 Adapted from Martin Luther, Commentary on Galatians, Crossway, page 153) 
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All the times I’ve grieved the Spirit,  
all the nature I inherit, 
all the punishment I merit,  
was laid on Him. 
 
Laid on Him God’s own dear Son;  
Laid on Him the Holy One, 
When God blotted out the mid-day sun,  
my sin was laid on Him.2 

 

3. What We Must Do 

a. Enjoy Greater Peace 
All we like sheep have gone astray; 
we have turned—every one—to his own way; 
and the LORD has laid on him 
the iniquity of us all (Isaiah 53:6) 

 
Isaiah reminds us of the painful truth that each of us strays from God in his or her own  
way. We sometimes refer to this as our “besetting sin”. You love Jesus. You want to  
follow Him. But there is an area of weakness in your life, and it haunts you. There have  
been times when you felt you were doing better, but then back it comes, and you find  
yourself defeated by it again. It’s your besetting sin. It’s your “own way” of straying from  
God, and it grieves you deeply. 
 
Having identified this, Isaiah wants you to know that Jesus died not only for your sins in 
general, but for your besetting sin in particular. “We have turned – every one – to his 
own way. And the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all.” 
 
The sins that were gathered up by God and laid on Jesus included your “own way” of 
straying from God. God knows you have this battle. This is why He sent His Son into the 
world. Not only for sin in general, but for your besetting sins in particular, so that they 
would not condemn you. That’s why Jesus came. Peace comes from knowing and 
believing that your sins were laid on Jesus by Almighty God Himself. 
 
The way to greater peace is to take in this wonderful truth that is at the very heart of the 
Gospel.  Because if you say to God, “Please accept me because I am doing my best to 
live a good Christian life.” Then you are trusting your best effort to live the Christian life 
and you will never have peace because you know that even your best effort could and 
should be better. 
 
If you say to God, “Please accept me because I believe in Jesus, or because I have 
repented of my sins, or because I am devoted to serving you.” You will never have 
peace because your faith could be stronger, your repentance could be deeper, and  
your serving could be better. 

 
2 Poem by Bill Bygroves 
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But if you come to God on this basis that we’re learning from the Bible today and you 
say to God, “Please accept me because my sins were laid on Jesus.”  Well then, you’re 
on absolutely solid ground because your sins have been laid on Jesus and it was God 
Himself who did it. And because God has laid your sins on Jesus, they therefore no 
longer lie on you and that is how you enjoy greater peace. “Therefore, being justified by 
faith we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.”  (Romans 5:1) 
 

b. Pursue Deeper Repentance 
All we like sheep have gone astray; 
we have turned—every one—to his own way; 
and the LORD has laid on him 
the iniquity of us all (Isaiah 53:6) 

This amazing truth that God has laid your sins on Jesus will be your greatest incentive 
in fighting more strongly against the sins that beset you. Because if you see that your 
besetting sins were laid on Jesus, you will know that you cannot continue in them any 
longer.  
 
William Perkins was a preacher back in the 16th century. He grasped this truth that  
the greatest incentive to repentance is to see that our sins were laid on Jesus. This is 
what he said: 

“Every man must be settled without doubt  
that he was the man that crucified Christ.” 

William Perkins 

This was his argument: If you take seriously that your sins, your transgressions, your 
iniquities, your guilt, your besetting sins, were laid on Jesus - if you see that what He 
suffered was because of your pride, your lust, your greed, and your self-indulgence, 
your heart will be stirred to a deeper repentance. 

 
“Every man must be settled without doubt 
that he was the man the crucified Christ”3 

 
Who crucified Jesus? It was Judas; it was Herod, it was Pontius Pilate; it was the 
Romans soldiers. It was me! ‘It was my sin that held Him there, until it was 
accomplished’. God laid my sin on His own dear Son. Jesus said, ‘Charge it to Me.” 
How then can I continue in sin any longer? 
 
If you can see that the sin that has too often prevailed over you was truly laid on Jesus, 
you will be strengthened in your battle against it. If you love Jesus, you will hate what 
hurt Him and hating what hurt Him will deepen your repentance.  
 
There’s an old hymn that describes the effect of grasping what actually happened at the 
cross, that our sins were laid on Jesus. It begins like this: 

 
3 Williams Perkins, A Declaration of the True Manner of Knowing Christ.  
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When I survey the wondrous cross, on which the Prince of Glory died, 
my richest gain I count but loss and pour contempt on all my pride. 

 
This wonderful truth leads us into enjoying greater peace and as we grasp it and believe 
it, it will lead us into a deeper repentance.  
 

c. Embrace Greater Hope  
God imputed our sins to Jesus because He is bringing about a great restoration in 
which every trace and effect of sin will be removed forever and, in love, He is preparing 
you to be part of it.  
 
God knew how many times we would fail in our battles. He laid these sins on Jesus, and 
when He did. He guaranteed that they would not have final victory over us. The future 
for all who are in Christ is glorious. Jesus has purchased a complete restoration and He 
did it by substitution and imputation. God gathered up our sins and laid them on Jesus. 
Jesus stood in our place, He was pierced for our transgressions, He was crushed for 
our iniquities. 
 
What comes from this, for all who are in Christ is that you have peace with God, you will 
be healed and one day there will be no trace of sin on you, in you or around you! You 
will live in the beauty of holiness. You will serve God as you always wished you could. 
God will wipe all tears from your eyes and you will rejoice forever in the presence of the 
Lord who redeemed you. 
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