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Isaiah 53:4 
 
 
Please open your Bible at Isaiah 53. Isaiah 53 is an invitation to look at the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Who He is, what He has accomplished, and what He offers to all who believe in Him. 
 
We know this is about Jesus because in the New Testament there is a remarkable story  
of a man who was reading this chapter of Isaiah while travelling in a chariot in the desert.  
God sent a believer by the name of Philip to meet him there, and as they sat in the chariot  
the man asked Philip, “Who is the prophet speaking about?”  Who is Isaiah 53 all about? 
 
And beginning with this chapter, Philip explained the good news about Jesus. The life,  
death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ is good news for all people. And yet, around the  
world, in every culture, and in every century, this good news has been met with over- 
whelming unbelief. 
 
This is where Isaiah begins. Who has believed what he has heard from us? And to 
whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed? (Isaiah 53:1) 
 
The first thing we need saving from is our own unbelief. We saw what lies behind 
unbelief. We are distracted by the wrong considerations; we are drawn to the wrong 
priorities, and we are driven by the wrong desires.  
 
We saw that unbelief is a decision in which the mind, heart, and will are all engaged. 
The mind calculates, the heart directs, and the will decides. 
 
Isaiah tells us that the result of all this is, He (Jesus) was despised, and we esteemed 
Him not (v3).  That is the world’s verdict on Jesus. 
 
I have to tell you that I come to the verses before us with a sense of awe and trepidation.  
These are some of the best known and best loved words in all of the Bible.  
 
They take us to the heart of the greatest good news this world has ever heard. They give  
us the clearest statement of what Jesus accomplished at the cross. They show us what  
He is able to do for us today. And they point us to the glorious future that lies ahead of  
every believer in our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
For all eternity we will be lost in wonder, love and praise over what is described in these 
verses.  
 
So let me give you a quick overview of these verses. 
 
Jesus Bore the Effects of Sin 

Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; (Isaiah 53:4) 
 



2 
 

Griefs and sorrows are effects of sin coming into the world, and Isaiah begins here 
because he wants us to see the big picture of what Jesus would accomplish at the 
cross. Through His death and resurrection, grief and sorrow will be taken away for all 
eternity. So, this verse describes a great restoration that Jesus will bring when He 
comes again in power and in glory. 
 
Then in verse 5 we see that Jesus bore the punishment of sin. But he was pierced 
for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the 
chastisement that brought us peace, and with his wounds we are healed (Isaiah 53:5). 
 
Jesus will bring about a great restoration, and the way He does this is through 
substitution. Jesus stood in our place: He was pierced for our transgressions; He was 
crushed for our iniquities, and He bore the punishment that was due to us and by that 
means we are healed. 
 
Jesus bore the effects of sin. Jesus bore the punishment of sin, and He was able to do 
this because, Jesus bore sin itself.  All we like sheep have gone astray; we have 
turned—every one—to his own way; and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all 
(Isaiah 53:6). 
 
The word we will learn when we come to verse 6 is imputation, which simply means to 
credit or charge to a person that which does not belong to him or her. 
 
For example, if someone ‘imputes’ a bad motive to you, they are charging you with a 
motive that you did not have. They are putting this on you. Charging it against you. 
Counting this as yours even though it was not. 
 
Putting these three verses together, we learn that Jesus purchased our restoration, and 
He did this by substitution and by imputation. This is what happened at the cross. 
 
That’s an overview of where we are going. We’re going to look at this marvelous 
restoration, this amazing substitution and this unfathomable imputation that is the very 
heart of the Gospel in these coming weeks.  
 
We begin today in v4 where we see that Jesus bore the effects of sin. Surely he has 
borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; (v4). 
 
Griefs and sorrows are the effects of sin in the world. If Adam had not sinned, no one 
would ever have grieved a loss. If Eve had not sinned, no one would ever have shed a 
tear. But Adam and Eve did sin, and that changed the world for them and for us. 
 
Sin cannot live in God’s presence and so, God drove them out of Paradise and they had 
no way of getting back in. Our first parents found themselves outside in a harsher world.  
 
Adam experienced frustration in his work. Eve experienced pain in childbirth. And both 
of them grieved the loss of a son who died a horribly violent death.  
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1.  Our World Is Filled With Sorrow 
Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows (v4) 

When Isaiah speaks of our griefs and our sorrows, he is describing the realities of life in 
our world. Our griefs and sorrows include all the pain and disappointments of life. 
 
Alec Motyer, who has written so helpfully on Isaiah, puts it this way,  

“We wish for more that we are able to achieve, 
so that the good life is always eluding us.” 1 

 
The word translated here as griefs can also be translated infirmities. Our griefs and 
sorrows include sickness and illness of every kind. We are talking here about all that 
blights our lives. 
All that puts the perfect life we long for beyond our reach.   
 
Think with me for a moment about the range of what is included in our griefs and sorrows  
we endure in this world. 
 
Some griefs and sorrows are physical. A diagnosis of cancer, Parkinson’s, heart 
disease, a stroke.  Everyone who lives with pain knows how miserable that is. Pain in 
the joints, arthritis, migraines, fibromyalgia. If you live with that, it will bring you grief and 
sorrow. Everyone who lives with sickness knows the grief and sorrow that brings.  
 
And on top of all these things, there is the physical suffering that human beings inflict on 
one another. The horrors of war. The atrocities of human cruelty, abuse, and violence. 
 
Some griefs and sorrows are mental. Anyone who has gone through depression or any 
other disturbance of mind, knows what a grief and sorrow that is. 
 
Some griefs and sorrows are emotional. Anyone who knows what it is to be gripped by 
the power of fear or anxiety or consumed with disappointment knows the grief that these 
emotions bring. Anyone who knows what it is to feel shame knows the sorrow that it 
brings. 
 
Some griefs and sorrows are profoundly personal. There are some griefs that only you 
can know. You lose a loved one. A husband, a wife, a treasured friend, a son, a 
daughter, is taken from you and no one else can fill the void that they leave. 
 
Some griefs and sorrows are social. We live in a world of lies, deception, hatred, and 
broken trust. If someone has lied to you, you know the sorrow that brings. And who can 
measure the pain and sorrow of ruptured relationships?   
 

 
1 Commentary on Isaiah, p. 430. 
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Some griefs and sorrows are judicial. To be the victim of a crime is hard enough, but if 
the crime is never brought to justice, the pain is even greater. One person is wronged, 
and he can’t get justice. Another person is falsely accused, and she can’t get justice 
either. The world cries out, “How long until we get justice?” 
 
Some griefs and sorrows are spiritual. If you know what it is to lose hope, you will know 
the grief that brings. If you have felt that God is hiding His face from you, you will know 
what sorrow that brings.  The effects of sin go everywhere! Our world is filled with griefs 
and sorrows. 
 
The Bible speaks to the painful realities of life in this world.  Our griefs. Our sorrows. 
We don’t come here to church to pretend that everything is okay.  It’s not. We don’t 
come here to escape from reality. That’s not what we’re doing.  When we open the 
Bible, we come face to face with reality because God is speaking into the reality of our 
lives and of our world. 
 
If you are walking sorrow’s path today; if your heart is heavy with grief, this verse is for 
you. God knows your grief and sorrow, and right here, He is drawing near to you and 
speaking to you. 

 
2. Jesus Carried Our Sorrow 

Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; (Isaiah 53:4) 
 
Isaiah has already spoken about griefs and sorrows. He says in v3, that Jesus was, “a 
man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief.” 
 
Now we are being told why. The reason Jesus was a man of sorrows is that he carried 
our sorrows. The reason that Jesus was acquainted with grief is that He bore our griefs. 
In other words, Jesus took the weight of all our sorrow on Himself. 
 
Isaiah uses two words here: He has borne our griefs, which means He ‘lifted them up’.  
Other translations say He “took up our griefs”, as if He bent down and picked them up.  
This was an intentional act.  Jesus chose to take our griefs on Himself.  
 
Then Isaiah says that He “carried” our sorrows. Jesus carried the weight of our sorrows 
on His own shoulders. What does this mean? It means that Jesus has entered every 
dimension of human grief and sorrow.  
 
Think about the physical suffering of Jesus. Do you suffer physical pain? Jesus has 
been there. Predicting what Jesus would endure on the cross, the Psalmist says, “all my 
bones are out of joint.” (Psalm 22:14).  Do you know the pain of having one bone out of 
joint?  If you suffer physical pain, Jesus has carried that grief and sorrow too. 
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Do you know mental anguish? Jesus has been there. In the Garden of Gethsemane, 
He said, “My soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death.” (Mark 14:34 NIV) If 
your mind has been troubled, Jesus has carried that grief and sorrow too. 
 
Think about the emotional suffering of Jesus. Have you been shamed, abused, hated 
by others? Jesus has been there too. He was stripped of His robe and exposed to 
ridicule. He was mocked and taunted by people who hated Him. If you have felt shame, 
Jesus has carried that grief and sorrow too. 
 
Think of the personal loss that Jesus endured. Do you know what it is to feel that you 
have lost the presence of someone really close to you?  Jesus has been there. One of 
His closest friends betrayed Him. Another denied ever knowing Him. The rest all forsook 
Him and fled. If you know what it is to feel abandoned and alone Jesus has carried that 
grief and sorrow too. 
 
Think of the social sorrows of Jesus. Have you shown love, patience and kindness to 
someone, only to find it thrown back in your face? Jesus has been there.  He came to 
his own and his own received Him not, (John 1:11). He poured Himself out with love for 
His own people. 
 
O Jerusalem, Jerusalem… How often would I have gathered your children together as  
a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you were not willing! (Luke 13:34)  

 
If your love, patience, and kindness has been rejected, know that Jesus has carried that 
grief and sorrow too. 
 
Think of the judicial sufferings of Jesus. Have you suffered injustice? Jesus has been 
there too. He was physically attacked in the courtroom by one of the prosecutors. He 
was sent from one trial to another with charges being changed repeatedly. He was 
condemned to death by a judge who had pronounced Him innocent on three occasions! 
If you have suffered injustice, Jesus has carried that grief and sorrow too. 
 
Think of the spiritual sorrows of Jesus.  Have you felt that God may have abandoned 
you? Jesus knows what it is to no longer be able to feel the love of the Father. When 
our sins were laid on Jesus, God turned out the light. The sun stopped shining in the 
middle of the day and the whole land was plunged into darkness. 
 
In that darkness Jesus, the Holy Son of God, could no longer feel the comfort of His  
Father’s love. He cried out in agony of Spirit, My God My God, Why have you forsaken  
me? (Matthew 27:46).If you have felt abandoned by God, Jesus has carried that grief  
and sorrow too. 
 
Jesus could say, in the words of Lamentations, Look and see if there is any sorrow like 
my sorrow, which was brought upon me, which the LORD inflicted on the day of his fierce 
anger. (Lamentations 1:12) 
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I want you to try and take this in. There is no dimension of human suffering that Jesus 
does not know and that is why in any dimension of grief and sorrow He is the one to 
whom you can come. 
 
Earlier this year, one of my daughters-in-law suffered severe backpain that required  
emergency surgery, which in the kindness of God, has given her relief. I have not suffered  
much physical pain in my life, but some time ago I endured back pain for about a year, and 
although it was not nearly as severe as my daughter-in-law, I remember what it was like,  
and I felt a deep connection to the pain that she was feeling.  
 
Remember this, when you draw near to Jesus, you are coming to a Savior who knows 
what it is like. Jesus knows physical pain. Jesus suffered all kinds of abuse. Jesus suffered  
injustice and not just a little. Jesus has plumbed the depths of every dimension of human  
suffering. 
 
When your heart is broken, you can draw near to the Lord Jesus Christ because He has 
borne our griefs and He has carried our sorrows. When you come to Jesus in your grief 
and your sorrow, you are coming to a Savior who knows what it is like. He will embrace 
you with the strongest love and with the deepest understanding.  
 
God is telling us in our griefs and sorrows that Jesus carried our sorrow and here’s the 
last thing.  
 

3. Jesus Promises a World Where Sorrow Will be No More 
 
These wonderful words of Isaiah 53:4 are quoted in the New Testament in Matthew 
8:16-17. 
 
That evening they brought to him many who were oppressed by demons, and he cast  
out the spirits with a word and healed all who were sick. This was to fulfill what was spoken  
by the prophet Isaiah: “He took our illnesses and bore our diseases” (Matthew 8:16-17). 
 
We saw that our griefs and sorrows include all of our illnesses and diseases. This raises 
an obvious question: Why does Matthew say that Jesus fulfilled the words of Isaiah in 
His life, when Isaiah clearly points to something Jesus would accomplish in His death?  
 
Matthew is telling us that what happened to these people, who were miraculously healed  
by Jesus, was a sign, a sample, a foretaste, of what one day every believer will enjoy. Here 
is a glimpse of why Jesus came into the world. A sample of what He will do. Every demon  
cast out. Every sickness healed. This, says Matthew, is what Isaiah prophesied! 
 
Why did Jesus come into the world? Why did Jesus go to the cross? Jesus came so 
that you could be forgiven. Yes, but why? Jesus came so that you could be born again. 
Yes, but for what purpose? Jesus came so that we could live lives of love and of 
service. Yes, but why? Jesus came into the world and died on the cross to fulfill the 
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great purpose of God which is to bring us into a glorious new world where grief and 
sorrow will be no more! 
 
Isaiah is a master teacher, and as he takes us into what Jesus accomplished at the 
cross, he begins with the big picture. 
 
Jesus tells us that we will go through a time of sorrow. Truly, truly, I say to you, you will 
weep and lament…You will be sorrowful, but your sorrow will turn into joy. (John 16:20) 
Then Jesus adds, “And your hearts will rejoice, and no one will take your joy from you” 
(John 16:22). This joy will be ours when Jesus comes again. He will bring us into a new 
world where there will be no more war, violence, hatred, lies, deception. No more 
migraines, no more cancer, no more chemo. No more depression, no more fear, no 
more anxiety. No more temptation, no more sin, no more hunger, no more thirst, no 
more doubt, no more pain, no more wounds, no more sorrow, no more grief, no more 
loss. 
 
God himself will be with them as their God. He will wipe away every tear from their eyes,  
and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore,  
for the former things have passed away.” (Revelation 21:3-4) 

 
One day you will shed your last tear. There will be no tears in heaven. The more you 
know about grief and sorrow, the more interest you should have in Jesus. 
 
Jesus went to the cross so that there might be a great restoration. A world free from sin 
and all its ugly effects. A world of love, a world of peace, a world of joy. A world in which 
grief and sorrow will be no more. And Jesus offers a place in that world to all who will 
follow Him. 
 
 
 
 
 
© Colin S. Smith 
Permissions: You have permission and are encouraged to reproduce and distribute this material 
in any format you choose, as long as you do not alter or change the wording in any way and do 
not charge a fee (beyond the cost of reproducing these materials). For posting on the web, a link 
to this document on our website (www.OpentheBible.org) is preferred. Any exceptions to the 
above must be approved by Open the Bible, 1-877-673-6365. 
  
Please include this statement on every copy distributed: 
By Colin S. Smith. © Colin S. Smith. Website: OpentheBible.org 
 
 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.openthebible.org%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cswilliams%40THEORCHARDEFC.ORG%7Cef2bd86a6881495d484208da489c5822%7Ce9901c341da34636a30b6ebf7879e64b%7C0%7C0%7C637902134760613736%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=iglhxhqVKAZmKjpMcZQDFk0Hc2XHnaTplLHmxZIuSEM%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fopenthebible.org%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cswilliams%40THEORCHARDEFC.ORG%7Cef2bd86a6881495d484208da489c5822%7Ce9901c341da34636a30b6ebf7879e64b%7C0%7C0%7C637902134760613736%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=HATIOEFF3cMhj8gEdJ7nyhrjhHlO9j5qste8clIOX6E%3D&reserved=0

	1.  Our World Is Filled With Sorrow
	2. Jesus Carried Our Sorrow
	3. Jesus Promises a World Where Sorrow Will be No More

