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Visions of God: Glory               Pastor Brad Wetherell 
Ezekiel 1:1-14; 26-28 

 
 

Let’s keep our Bibles open right there at Ezekiel, Chapter 1. Today we are wrapping up our 
brief, three-week series called “Visions of God.” 
 
The greatest need in the church is always a greater vision of God. The more we see the glory 
and the majesty and the awesome nature of our God, the more passionately we will worship him 
and the more faithfully we will follow him. 
 
Our dilemma is that we live in this world full of distractions. Our attention gets pulled in all kinds 
of directions, and it’s difficult for us to keep our eyes on the Lord. Our vision gets blurry, our 
focus gets fractured, and our devotion falters. And this is why the Bible is such a gift. God 
speaks to us through the Scriptures, enlightening the eyes of our hearts, and strengthening our 
faith. We see God in his Word. 
 
And in this series, we’re looking at three Bible stories of three men: Isaiah, Jeremiah, and 
Ezekiel. Each of them had visions of God. And what they saw has been written down for our 
encouragement to help us fix our eyes on the Lord as well. 
 
Our series title comes right out of Ezekiel 1, verse 1. He says, In the thirtieth year, in the fourth 
month, on the fifth day of the month, as I was among the exiles by the Chebar canal, the 
heavens were opened, and I saw visions of God. 
 
There are two things to notice here, right out of the gate. First, Ezekiel is an exile. In 597 BC the 
Babylonian king, Nebuchadnezzar attacked Jerusalem and took 10,000 captives away into the 
land of the Chaldeans where they settled on the banks of the Chebar canal. And Ezekiel was 
one of them. He’s living far from home, longing to get back to the place where he once knew 
stability and safety.  
 
As believers, we’re living far from home. This world, as it is now, is not the eternal dwelling 
place we long for. Which makes the book of Ezekiel very relevant for us. 
 
The second thing to notice is that Ezekiel says he saw visions… plural. The book of Ezekiel is 
built around three significant visions of God. And I want to frame our time today around these 
three visions as well. 
 
In Chapter 1, Ezekiel sees a vision of God’s glory. In Chapters 10-11, Ezekiel sees a vision of 
God’s glory departing. And in the final chapters of the book, Ezekiel sees a vision of God’s glory 
returning. These visions of glory, glory departing, and glory returning each spoke powerfully to 
Ezekiel and the people of God in his day. And I want you to see how these visions speak 
powerfully to us in our day as well. 
 
So, let’s look at them one at a time. And we’ll begin with Ezekiel 1, where he sees… 
 
1. A Vision of God’s Glory 
 
Our God is omnipresent. He is everywhere, all the time. And yet, in the Bible there are moments 
when God makes his presence especially known through a visible manifestation. These 
manifestations are referred to as the appearance of his glory. And they often come in the form 
of a cloud. 
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For example, in Exodus 24, we read how Moses went up on Mount Sinai to receive the law of 
God, and verses 16-17 tell us that The glory of the LORD dwelt on Mount Sinai… in the form of 
a cloud. And the appearance of the glory of the LORD was like a devouring fire on the top of the 
mountain in the sight of the people of Israel. 
 
Or, in Exodus 40:34, after the tabernacle is constructed, we read that the cloud covered the tent 
of meeting, and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle. Then, when the temple was 
constructed in Jerusalem the same cloud of God’s glory, the same visible manifestation of his 
presence, appeared there as well. 
 
And now, in Ezekiel 1, verse 4, we read this: As I looked, behold, a stormy wind came out of the 
north, and a great cloud, with brightness around it, and fire flashing forth continually, and in the 
midst of the fire, as it were gleaming metal. 
 
The glory of God that Moses saw on the mountain that filled the tabernacle and the temple is 
now appearing in Babylon to a Jewish exile named Ezekiel. And in this first vision of the glory of 
God, Ezekiel is reminded of a few crucial truths.  
 
First… 
 

A. God is Lord over all creation 
 
Now, this vision sounds like something out of a science fiction movie. Its full of imagery 
that seems strange to us. And we don’t have time to explain everything that we read 
here. But I want to be sure we understand a few key components of what Ezekiel sees. 
 
After Ezekiel sees the fiery cloud, he sees four creatures. And he says in verses 5-6, 
And from the midst of it came the likeness of four living creatures. And this was their 
appearance: they had a human likeness, but each had four faces… 
 
And these four faces on each of the four creatures are very significant. Verse 10 says, 
As for the likeness of their faces, each had a human face. The four had the face of a lion 
on the right side, the four had the face of an ox on the left side, and the four had the face 
of an eagle. 
 
As you might imagine, there’s debate about what exactly these four faces represent, but 
most scholars agree that they represent the entirety of living creation. The lion, the king 
of the jungle, represents the wild animals of the earth. The ox, the most powerful force 
on the farm, represents the domesticated animals of the earth. The eagle, the master of 
the sky, represents the animals of the air. And the human, the pinnacle of God’s creation 
in Genesis 1, represents his own image bearers on the planet. 
 
These four creatures, with their four faces, represent all living creatures. And they come 
with the presence of God, clearly subordinate to God’s authority, reminding Ezekiel and 
us that God is the Lord over all creation, he reigns over every living thing, including 
every single person. 
 
Next, Ezekiel sees that… 
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 B. God is not bound to one location 
 
Look at verse 15. Ezekiel writes, Now as I looked at the living creatures, I saw a wheel 
on the earth beside the living creatures, one for each of the four of them…  
 
The four creatures are surrounding four giant wheels. I love verse 18 which says their 
rims were tall and awesome. It sounds like the way someone might brag about their car! 
Ezekiel is seeing the arrival of the glory of God, who has come to the banks of the 
Chebar canal, riding on a massive chariot. God has a vehicle! This tells Ezekiel that God 
is free to manifest his glory wherever he wants. This tells Ezekiel that God is not bound 
to one location. 
 
Now, that may sound obvious to us, but it may not have been so obvious to God’s 
people in Ezekiel’s day. For Ezekiel and his contemporaries, the temple in Jerusalem 
was the place to meet with God. The temple was the place where they expected God to 
manifest his glory. So, when they were taken into exile, and forced to move far from the 
temple, they would have felt far from home and far from God as well. 
 
But here he comes! Riding on a chariot in the clouds! Appearing to Ezekiel in Babylon! 
He is not bound to one location. This is good news for Ezekiel. And it is good news for 
us. 
 
Church, at various times, for various reasons, we know what it’s like to feel like God is 
distant. But if he can show up on the banks of the Chebar canal to his people in exile, he 
can show up wherever you are, in whatever situation you find yourself. This is what 
Ezekiel sees in his first vision: God is Lord of all creation. God is not bound to one 
location. And he also saw that… 
 
C. God is a consuming fire  
 
Look at verse 22: Over the heads of the living creatures there was the likeness of an 
expanse, shining like awe-inspiring crystal, spread out above their heads.  
 
That word “expanse” is the word used to describe the heavens, the sky, in Genesis 1. 
Perhaps this expanse over the chariot shining like awe-inspiring crystal looked like a 
night sky packed full of stars or the multi-colored sky at sunset. Whatever this is, it’s 
beautiful. But it gets even better. 
 
Verses 26-27: And above the expanse over their heads there was the likeness of a 
throne, in appearance like sapphire; and seated above the likeness of a throne was a 
likeness with a human appearance. And upward from what had the appearance of his 
waist I saw as it were gleaming metal, like the appearance of fire. 
 
On the chariot there is something like a throne. And seated on the throne is someone 
like a man. And all around the man is something like fire. Isn’t it interesting that the 
closer Ezekiel comes to describing the presence of God, the less precise his language 
becomes? Over and over again in this chapter Ezekiel uses the words, “like” or 
“likeness” or “appearance.”  
 
What he sees is defying his ability to describe in concrete terms. He’s doing his best to 
tell us what he sees, but he can’t quite find the right words. And here at the end of this 
first vision, words seem to escape him entirely. And he says in verse 28: Such was the 
appearance of the likeness of the glory of the Lord. And when I saw it, I fell on my face. 
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In the presence of God, who appears in this brilliant, burning display of glorious power 
and majesty, a sight so awesome that it cannot be described with concrete human 
language… In God’s presence, Ezekiel falls on his face in reverence and awe. And that 
is the right response. 
 
Friends, it’s far too easy for us to entertain small thoughts about God. It’s far too 
common for us to approach him casually. As if he were just another one of us. And that’s 
why this vision of God’s glory is so helpful. Because when we see that God is Lord of all 
creation, that he is not bound to some distant location and that he draws near to us 
wrapped in a kind glory beyond out comprehension, we will find our hearts full of 
reverence and awe. Those are proper Christian emotions. 
 
This is why Hebrews 12:28-29 says, let us offer to God acceptable worship, with 
reverence and awe, for our God is a consuming fire. 
 
Yes, as believers in Christ, God is our Father, and we can approach him like children. 
Yes, the Lord Jesus calls us his friends and we can draw near to him boldly. But our God 
never ceases to be a consuming fire of glory. And so, we must never cease to worship 
him with reverence and awe. 
 
If we do... If we allow our sense of God’s glory to diminish… Then we are in danger of 
experiencing the same tragedy that God’s people faced in Ezekiel’s day. The tragedy 
comes in his second vision. If the first was a vision of God’s glory arriving. This second 
is… 

 
2. A Vision of God’s Glory Departing 
 
A little context will help us understand what happens here. Even though Ezekiel was among the 
10,000 Israelites sent into exile in 597 BC, the destruction of Jerusalem at the hands of the 
Babylonians did not occur until 586 BC. But when that happened, the city walls were broken 
down and the temple was burned. The temple, the place where God’s presence dwelled with his 
people, was ruined. 
 
And prior to this disaster, God told Ezekiel it would happen, and he told him why it would 
happen. In Ezekiel, Chapters 2-9, God speaks of his intent to destroy Jerusalem. He tells 
Ezekiel of the flagrant idolatry taking place within the city, even within the temple itself. In one of 
the most sad and striking scenes, in Chapter 8, God brings Ezekiel in a vision to the entrance of 
the temple. And there he sees twenty-five men with their backs to the temple of the LORD, and 
their faces gazing into the east, worshipping the sun. They have literally turned their backs on 
God. And as a result, God is going to turn his back on them. 
 
In Chapter 10, Ezekiel sees the same vision from Chapter 1. He sees the creatures and he sees 
the chariot once again. But this time, he sees the chariot parked outside the temple, waiting like 
a cosmic Uber for the Lord to hop in. Which is exactly what happens. 
 
In verses 18-19 Ezekiel says, Then the glory of the LORD went out from the threshold of the 
house, and stood over the cherubim. And the cherubim lifted up their wings and mounted up 
from the earth before my eyes as they went out, with the wheels beside them. And they stood at 
the entrance of the east gate of the house of the LORD, and the glory of the God of Israel was 
over them. 
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Do you see what’s happening? The glory of the Lord has left the temple and has gone to the 
gate. And from there, he departs out of the city as well. 
 
Ezekiel 11:22–23 says, Then the cherubim lifted up their wings, with the wheels beside them, 
and the glory of the God of Israel was over them. And the glory of the LORD went up from the 
midst of the city and stood on the mountain that is on the east side of the city. 
 
The Lord leaves the temple, stands on the mountain east of the city, and tells Ezekiel that 
Jerusalem will soon be destroyed because of its rebellion. Interestingly, the mountain east of 
Jerusalem is the Mount of Olives. And 600 years after this tragic moment history would repeat 
itself. In Matthew 24 we read that the Lord Jesus left the temple and went up on the Mount of 
Olives east of the city and told his disciples that Jerusalem would soon be destroyed for its 
rebellion. 
 
Here’s the lesson: When God’s people turn their back on him, he departs. It happened in 
Ezekiel’s day. It happened in Jesus’ day. God forbid that it should happen to us in our day. 
 
During my senior year in college, I took probably the coolest class I could ever have imagined.  
It was on the book of Revelation. And we spent our time in the classroom studying the text 
originally written to these seven churches in ancient Asia Minor. And then we traveled to Turkey 
for two weeks to visit each of the seven cities where those seven churches were located. 
 
We saw the ancient ruins, we stood in the places where these believers once gathered. It was 
amazing but it was also sobering. Because this hub of ancient Christianity has become nearly 
void of Christianity. Recent estimates are that Christians make up about 0.2% of the population 
in Turkey. The church’s presence is not gone, but it is greatly diminished. 
 
And as you would imagine, after 2000 years of history, there are all kinds of reasons for this. But 
I’ll never forget sitting with our class in the city of Ephesus, in the ruins of the great amphitheater 
there, and reading these words from Revelation, Chapter 2:4-5. 
 
The Lord says to the church in Ephesus, You have abandoned the love you had at first… 
Repent… If not, I will come to you and remove your lampstand. Jesus told this church, “You 
have abandoned your love for me! You must repent! Or there will be no church of Ephesus 
anymore.” 
 
When God’s people turn their backs on him, he departs. It happened in Ezekiel’s day. It 
happened in Jesus’s day. It was happening in Ephesus. And so, we must always be searching 
our own hearts to ensure this does not happen to us. 
 
Friend, if you see your love growing cold, if you see your reverence and awe diminishing, 
repent, return to the Lord… And here is the great news: he will return to you. This is what we 
see in Ezekiel’s third vision. After the tragic vision of his glory departing, God gives Ezekiel one 
more vision at the end of the book, and it’s… 
  
3. A Vision of God’s Glory Returning 
 
In the last several chapters of Ezekiel, God makes some of the most wonderful promises that 
we find in the entire Bible. They are promises to the very people who have rebelled against him. 
They are promises that are totally dependent upon his grace. And as we’ll see, they are the very 
same promises he makes to all of his people today. 
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God shows Ezekiel, that after the destruction of Jerusalem, he will give new life, he will install 
his king, and he will dwell among his people once again. Let’s take each of those promises one 
at a time and then see what they mean for us. 
 

A. God will give new life 
 
Listen to these words God speaks to his people in Ezekiel 36:24-28. He tells them, I will 
take you from the nations and gather you from all the countries and bring you into your 
own land. I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you shall be clean from all your 
uncleannesses, and from all your idols I will cleanse you.  
 
And I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will put within you. And I will remove 
the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. And I will put my Spirit 
within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes and be careful to obey my rules.  
 
You shall dwell in the land that I gave to your fathers, and you shall be my people, and I 
will be your God. 
 
Exile will end. The people will be home again. And they will be made new. They will have 
new hearts, hearts that are forgiven, cleansed from all the stains of sin. They will have 
new spirits. In fact, they will have God’s own Spirit within them, empowering their 
devotion to him. They will be born again into this new life, restored to a right relationship 
with their God despite their former rebellion. This is God’s gracious promise. 
 
And… 
 
B. God will install his king 
 
Every king over God’s people was a disappointment. Even the best ones had their flaws. 
And all of their reigns were only temporary. But, in Ezekiel 37:24-25, God speaks of a 
day when, My servant David shall be king over them, and they shall all have one 
shepherd… David my servant shall be their prince forever.  
 
David is long dead at this point in history. But God is saying that one of David’s 
descendants will assume the throne, shepherd the people, and he will reign forever! This 
is God’s gracious promise. And when he gives this new life and installs this eternal 
king… 
 
C. God will dwell among his people 
 
Chapter 43 recounts Ezekiel’s final vision of the glory of God. And here’s what Ezekiel 
says: Then he led me to the gate, the gate facing east. And behold, the glory of the God 
of Israel was coming from the east. And the sound of his coming was like the sound of 
many waters, and the earth shone with his glory.  
 
And the vision I saw was just like the vision that I had seen when he came to destroy the 
city, and just like the vision that I had seen by the Chebar canal. And I fell on my face. 
As the glory of the LORD entered the temple by the gate facing east, the Spirit lifted me 
up and brought me into the inner court; and behold, the glory of the LORD filled the 
temple. 
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God’s glory returns! He departed. But he has come back. And his people will enjoy his 
presence forever. So, the book of Ezekiel ends with these words: And the name of the 
city from that time on shall be, The LORD Is There.”  
 
And church, do you see that these wonderful promises are all being fulfilled in Jesus 
Christ? He gives his people new life, with new hearts cleansed from sin, and the Holy 
Spirit to dwell within. He is God’s King, David’s greatest descendant, who shepherds his 
people and reigns forever and forever. 
 
And Jesus takes rebels against God, who turn to him in repentance and faith, and 
restores them to God enabling them to see his glory and enjoy his presence. In Christ, 
we can behold God’s glory and enjoy God’s presence in this life. And in Christ, we will 
behold God’s glory and enjoy God’s presence in the life to come. 
 
Listen to what’s in store for us as John describes it in his vision of God in Revelation 21: 
Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had 
passed away, and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming 
down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I 
heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is with 
man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be with 
them as their God.” 
 
And I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the 
Lamb. And the city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives 
it light, and its lamp is the Lamb.  
 
The name of that city, the city in which we will dwell forever and forever, shall be “The 
LORD is There.” This is God’s gracious and glorious promise to us. That all who trust in 
Jesus and worship him in reverence and awe will enjoy him forever! 
 

Conclusion 
 
The greatest need in the church is always a greater vision of God. The more we see the glory 
and the majesty and the awesome nature of our God, the more passionately we will worship him 
and the more faithfully we will follow him. 
 
And in this world full of distractions our vision gets blurry, our focus gets fractured, and our 
devotion falters. But God speaks to us through the Scriptures, enlightening the eyes of our 
hearts, and strengthening our faith. And what he has said to us, through the prophet Ezekiel, 
should fill us with confident hope and great expectation. 
 
He is the God of indescribable glory. And though we all deserve for him to depart from us 
forever, he has drawn near to us in Jesus Christ.  
 
And one day, no matter how much this life may feel like an exile, no matter how painful and hard 
it may be, all who trust in Christ will stand in the eternal city illuminated by the glory of God. He 
will dwell with us, and we will be home with him, forever. 


