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The Orchard Arlington Heights         Sunday, February 6, 2022 
Visions of God: Calling               Pastor Brad Wetherell 
Jeremiah 1:4-12 

 
 
Good morning, everyone. Let’s keep our Bibles open right there at Jeremiah, Chapter 1. Today 
we are continuing our brief, three-week series called “Visions of God.” 
 
The greatest need in the church is always a greater vision of God. The more we see the glory 
and the majesty and the awesome nature of our God, the more passionately we will worship him 
and the more faithfully we will follow him. Our dilemma is that we live in this world full of 
distractions. Our attention gets pulled in all kinds of directions, both good and bad, and it’s 
difficult for us to keep our eyes on the Lord. Our vision gets blurry, our focus gets fractured, and 
our devotion falters. 
 
But this is where the Bible is such a gift. God speaks to us through the Scriptures, enlightening 
the eyes of our hearts, and strengthening our faith. We see God in his Word. And in this series, 
we’re looking at three Bible stories of three men: Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Ezekiel. Each of them 
encountered the Lord in a profound way.  
 
They had visions of God. They each experienced a unique moment of undistracted focus on the 
Lord. And my prayer is that as we consider what they saw and what they heard, it will serve as a 
great help to us as we seek to fix our eyes on the Lord as well. Now, the more we see the truth 
about God, the more we will see the truth about ourselves. In fact, the only way to really 
understand yourself is to understand who you are in relation to your Maker. 
 
John Calvin puts it like this, “It is certain that man never achieves a clear knowledge of himself 
unless he has first looked upon God’s face.”1 
 
Last week we saw that this is precisely what happened to Isaiah. He saw a vision of the Lord 
seated on the throne of heaven, the Lord’s nearness to his people, and the Lord’s holiness.  
It was an encouraging vision, but it was also a devastating vision. Because when he saw God’s 
perfection, Isaiah also saw his own imperfection. He saw his uncleanness. He saw his guilt. But 
then he experienced the riches of God’s grace. God took Isaiah’s guilt away. God atoned for 
Isaiah’s sin, covering his uncleanness with mercy. 
 
This week, we’re looking at Jeremiah’s encounter with the Lord. And surely Jeremiah also knew 
about God’s cleansing, but the emphasis in this account is on God’s calling. In these verses, 
Jeremiah learns about God’s purpose for his life. And in many ways, Jeremiah’s calling was 
unique to his time and his context. But, at the same time, there are some striking similarities to 
our calling as believers in Jesus Christ today. 
 
So, as we walk through this account, I want you to see what Jeremiah learned about his 
purpose as a believer, and I want you to see your own purpose reflected here as well. I’m going 
to break the story up into five parts, highlighting five things we need to know about our calling as 
believers. And the story begins with… 
 
1. The Believer’s Consecration 
 
Jeremiah lived in a city called Anathoth, just about three miles north of Jerusalem, and 
prophesied during some of the most tumultuous times in the history of God’s people. His 

 
1 Calvin, Institutes, Vol 1, Book 1, Page 37. 
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ministry began around 626 BC, in the good days of King Josiah, and his ministry ended 
sometime shortly after 586 BC, following the terrible days of King Zedekiah, when the 
Babylonians overran and overthrew Jerusalem. But God had a purpose for Jeremiah during this 
dark moment in history, a purpose that he had determined long before Jeremiah was even born. 
 
Look at verses 4-5. Jeremiah says, Now the word of the LORD came to me, saying, “Before I 
formed you in the womb I knew you, and before you were born I consecrated you…”  
 
Here is a striking truth that should fill us with wonder: God knows his people before he forms 
them in the womb, and he consecrates his people before they are even born. When God says, 
“I consecrated you,” he is saying, “I set you apart for my purposes.” 
 
That’s why the word is also sometimes used to refer to things that God makes holy. For 
example, in Genesis 2:3, at the end of the creation account we read that God blessed the 
seventh day and made it holy. That phrase, “made it holy,” is a translation of the same word 
God uses to tell Jeremiah, “I consecrated you.” When we think about holiness, we often think of 
purity. And holiness certainly refers to purity. But holiness also refers to purpose. To be holy 
means to be set apart for God’s purposes in the world. 
 
So, the seventh day of the week is holy, a day set apart for the purpose of worship and rest. 
And, God tells Jeremiah, “I have consecrated you. I have made you holy. I have set you apart 
for a particular purpose.” In fact, God tells Jeremiah, “I did this before you were even born.”  
 
And church, God has done the same thing for us. Listen to Ephesians 1:3-4: Blessed be the 
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual 
blessing in the heavenly places, even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, 
that we should be holy and blameless before him.  
 
If you’re a believer in Jesus Christ, let the wonder of this truth sink in: Before the foundation of 
the world, God chose you. He determined that you should be holy, that your life should be set 
apart for his purposes in this world. Before he formed you in the womb, he knew you. Before 
you were born, he consecrated you. We’re going to look at the details of his purpose for our 
lives in just a moment, but let’s not move past this too quickly. Do you see what this means? 
 
Your life is not pointless. Your life is not meaningless. You were formed by the hand of Almighty 
God for a reason. Far too many people drift through life without any concrete understanding of 
the purpose of their existence. But no Christian needs to do that. No Christian should do that.  
We have been consecrated, made holy, set apart for God’s purposes in this world. And what’s 
at the heart of that purpose?  
 
Notice next… 
 
2. The Believer’s Commission 
 
Look at verse 5 again. The Lord says to Jeremiah, “Before I formed you in the womb I knew 
you, and before you were born I consecrated you; I appointed you a prophet to the nations.” 
 
God has a distinct role for Jeremiah to play in this moment of history. God appointed him as a 
prophet to the nations. God has a message for Judah and the kingdoms around them that he 
intends to deliver through Jeremiah’s mouth. 
 
God summarizes the content of Jeremiah’s prophesy in verses 9-10: Jeremiah says, Then the 
LORD put out his hand and touched my mouth. And the LORD said to me, “Behold, I have put 
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my words in your mouth. See, I have set you this day over nations and over kingdoms, to pluck 
up and to break down, to destroy and to overthrow, to build and to plant.” 
 
Jeremiah will prophesy about God’s impending judgement: God has plans to pluck up and break 
down, to destroy and overthrow. But Jeremiah will also prophesy about God’s restoring grace: 
God has plans to build and to plant. And you will find both parts of this message, words of 
judgement and words of grace, running throughout the remainder of the book. 
 
This prophesy, this word from God that has been preserved in the pages of Scripture, was 
Jeremiah’s particular commission. But, when we think about the commission Jeremiah received, 
to bring God’s Word to the nations, we can see a clear connection with our commission as the 
church. 
 
What has Jesus called us to do? Matthew 28:19: “Go… and make disciples of all nations.” And 
how do we do that? Well, we make the nations aware of the reality of God’s judgement. A day is 
coming when Christ will return to judge the living and the dead. All will give an account to him 
and face the consequences for sin. 
 
Church, if we do not communicate this to the world around us, no one will. But, we also get to 
make the nations aware of the reality of God’s grace. All who repent and believe in Jesus will be 
pardoned on the day of judgement, forgiven and cleansed by the sacrifice he made for our sin 
upon the cross. 
 
Church, if we do not communicate this the world around us, no one will. This is our great 
commission. 
 
Now, each of us will play different parts in this great commission. Some will go to the ends of 
the earth. Others will support them on the way, through financial gifts and persistent prayers. 
Some will give themselves largely to evangelism, bringing more into the faith. Others will give 
themselves largely to discipleship, helping believers grow in the faith. Some will have very 
visible roles. Others will serve quietly behind the scenes. 
 
But we must all understand that this great commission to make disciples of all nations is the 
purpose of the church. So, if you are a part of the church, you have a part in this commission. 
God has specific purposes for your particular life, but this general purpose is placed upon us all. 
May we give ourselves to this in the year ahead! This is the believer’s commission.  
 
Next, I want you to see… 
 
3. The Believer’s Challenge 
 
Jeremiah gets a clear commission from the Lord. But it’s not an easy commission. It challenges 
him for at least two reasons.  
 
First, Jeremiah knows that he has… 
 
 A. Weaknesses Within 
 
 Look at verse 6: Then I said, “Ah, Lord GOD! Behold, I do not know how to speak, for I 
 am only a youth.”  
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Last week we read that when Isaiah saw the Lord he cried out, “Woe is me! For I am a 
man of unclean lips!” Isaiah was concerned about his character. Jeremiah is concerned 
about his competence. 
 
He doesn’t say, “My lips aren’t clean enough to be a prophet.” He says, “My lips aren’t 
skilled enough!” He’s worried about his ability to speak with persuasive power. And on 
top of that, he says, “I’m only a youth!” He’s young. Maybe still in his teenage years. And 
God is calling him to proclaim his word to nations, to kings and people in positions of 
authority. And he’s wondering, “God, isn’t there someone with more experience who you 
could recruit for this job?”  
 
He hears God’s commission, he looks within, and he sees weaknesses. And we can all 
resonate with that. We know what God is calling us to do, but we feel insufficient and 
inadequate. Jeremiah faced weaknesses within. He also faced… 

 
B. Dangers Without 
 
Listen to verse 8: But the LORD said to me, “Do not say, ‘I am only a youth’; for to all to 
whom I send you, you shall go, and whatever I command you, you shall speak. Do not 
be afraid of them.” 
 
God’s response sounds encouraging, until that very last statement, “Do not be afraid of 
them.” I wonder if Jeremiah thought, “Wait, afraid of who? I didn’t say anything about 
being afraid. What’s going to happen that would cause me fear?” 
 
When Kristen was pregnant with our son, John, the doctor came into the room after one 
of the routine ultrasounds, and the first thing he said was, “Now, I don’t want you two to 
worry about what I’m going to tell you…” What do you think happened? We started to 
worry! It turned out to be no problem but telling us not to worry clearly indicated there 
was something to worry about. 
 
Similarly, by telling Jeremiah, “Do not be afraid of them,” God is clearly indicating that 
Jeremiah will encounter some scary people. If you read through the book, you will find 
that over the course of his ministry Jeremiah faced many persecutions for his 
faithfulness to God’s call. 
 
For example…In Chapter 26, the priests and the people seize Jeremiah, bring him 
before the authorities, and demand his execution. In Chapter 37, Jeremiah is imprisoned 
on the basis of false accusations. In Chapter 38, he is cast into a cistern (a deep well), 
where he sinks into the mud and waits to die. 
 
As a result of his faithfulness, Jeremiah faced many dangers. And in his suffering, we 
see a preview of the suffering of our Savior. Like Jeremiah, Jesus was seized and 
imprisoned on the basis of false accusations. The priests and the people demanded his 
execution. And while he was never cast into a cistern, he was nailed to a cross. 
 
No one has ever been more faithful to the mission of God than Jesus. No one has ever 
suffered more for the mission of God than Jesus. And church, we are called to follow 
Jesus, which means facing dangers ourselves. Jeremiah faced weaknesses within and 
dangers without. And this is every believer’s challenge as we seek to follow faithfully 
after our Lord.  
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But, next I want you to see how God provides courage to face the dangers without, and 
confidence to press on despite the weaknesses within. So, notice next… 
 

4. The Believer’s Courage 
 
Look at the rest of verse 8: “Do not be afraid of them, for I am with you to deliver you, declares 
the LORD.” God tells Jeremiah not to be afraid, and he also tells him why he does not need to 
be afraid: “for I am with you to deliver you.”  
 
Now, when God says that he will deliver Jeremiah, he does not mean he will keep him from 
every trouble. Clearly, that was not the case. God is telling Jeremiah that whatever happens, he 
will be delivered in the end. And that is a promise God makes to all of his people. 
 
Sometimes God delivers his people in this life. For example, after Jeremiah was cast into the 
cistern and left to die, God orchestrated his rescue, and he was pulled back out. But God’s 
deliverance does not always come in this life. Jesus was not delivered before his death. But he 
did walk out of the tomb. And one day, all of God’s people will rise to newness of life, fully and 
finally delivered from every danger and every evil. 
 
Listen to this promise Jesus made to his disciples in Luke 21: He doesn’t deny the dangers of 
their calling. He tells them, “They will lay their hands on you and persecute you, delivering you 
up to the synagogues and prisons… You will be delivered up even by parents and brothers and 
relatives and friends, and some of you they will put to death. You will be hated by all for my 
name’s sake.” But he makes this promise: “not a hair of your head will perish. By your 
endurance you will gain your lives.” 
 
How can he say that? “Some of you they will put to death… but not a hair of your head will 
perish.” If some of Jesus’ followers get killed, how do they gain their lives? Because this life is 
not all there is. And for the believer, death may be the end of this life, but it is only the beginning 
of the glorious life to come. 
 
And so, brothers and sisters, take heart! Find courage! Whatever you face in this world, 
whatever dangers or difficulties may come as you seek to follow Jesus, you have the same 
promise that Jeremiah received! God says to you, “Do not be afraid… I am with you to deliver 
you.” That is the believer’s courage. 
 
And then lastly, notice… 
 
5. The Believer’s Confidence 
 
What about the weaknesses within? We have this clear commission from Jesus to honor him 
and proclaim him in this world, but we see our inadequacies and insufficiencies. So where do 
we find confidence? 
 
Look at verses 11-12: And the word of the LORD came to me, saying, “Jeremiah, what do you 
see?” And I said, “I see an almond branch.” Then the LORD said to me, “You have seen well, 
for I am watching over my word to perform it.” (vv.11-12) 
 
Now, when I read this earlier in the week, I immediately wrote a big question mark in my notes. 
What’s going on here? What’s the deal with the almond branch, and how does that connect with 
God watching over his word? Well, the simplest answer to that question made me smile. 
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The book of Jeremiah was originally written in Hebrew. And I don’t think I’ve ever spoken a 
Hebrew word in a sermon before, but now seems like a good time… 
 
The Hebrew word for “almond” is shaqed. And do you know what the Hebrew word for 
“watching” is? Shoqed. It’s a pun!  
 
I shared that with someone this week and he said, “God uses a dad joke!” So there you have it, 
the biblical basis for puns and dad jokes. Dads, if the Heavenly Father can do it, so can we! The 
pun in verses 11-12 made me smile. But God uses this pun to emphasize a promise. And it’s 
the promise that will fill us with confidence. 
 
The region of Judah where Jeremiah lived was full of almond trees (in fact it still is today). And 
to get a sense of the way God uses the pun to emphasize his promise. Let’s call them 
“watching” trees. God is telling Jeremiah, “Let the ‘watching’ trees be a sign to you. Whenever 
you see them, I want you to remember, I am watching over my word to perform it.” 
 
“So yes, you are young. And yes, you are inexperienced. But you’re not the point. You’re going 
to speak my words. And what I say gets done. What I promise comes to pass. I am watching 
over it all, ensuring that every purpose I have for my word will be accomplished. You just be 
faithful to the message and trust me to do the work.” 
 
“If I say that the nations will face the tearing down of my judgement, it’s going to happen. If I say 
that the nations will come to know my saving grace, it’s going to happen. If I say I will deliver 
you from every danger and equip you for every weakness, it’s going to happen. Trust me. Root 
your confidence in me. I am watching over my word to perform it.”  
 
The power of God’s Word was Jeremiah’s confidence throughout his entire life. And church, this 
is our confidence too. Every single one of God’s promises will come to pass.  
 
2 Corinthians 1:20 tells us, All the promises of God find their Yes in [Jesus Christ]. He has 
promised to come again and bring perfect justice to this broken world. He has promised to 
pardon every sinner who comes to him in repentance and faith. He has promised to supply his 
people with the power and the presence of his Holy Spirit. He has promised to build his church. 
He has promised to raise us up on the last day. 
 
And on and on we could go… He has given us many precious promises… And they will all 
come to pass. He is watching over his Word. He will perform it. So, we can go into this world 
believing and proclaiming all that he has said with absolute confidence. 
 
Conclusion 
 
This is what Jeremiah discovered when he had this profound encounter with the Lord. He found 
that he had been consecrated, set apart, before he was even born. He found that he had a 
commission, a calling from the Lord, to carry out in his life. He saw the challenges before him, 
weaknesses within and dangers without…But he found courage in God’s promise to deliver. 
And he found confidence in God’s promise to watch over his Word. In many ways, Jeremiah’s 
story was unique. But in many ways, his story reflects our story as well. His purpose is a 
preview of our purpose.  
 
So brothers and sisters in Christ…Do you see that you were known before the foundations of 
the earth? Your life is full of meaning, determined by God, before you were even born. Do you 
see that you are called to bear witness in this world? We have a great commission placed upon 
us as the church, we all have different parts to play, but we are all involved.  
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Do you feel the challenges within and the dangers without? Jesus never said that following him 
would be easy. But he did say that he would be at our side, providing us with all that we need to 
endure to the end. Do you see how much courage there is to be found in the hope of God’s 
deliverance? He can rescue us from any trial in this life, and he will rescue us from every evil, 
and every danger in the end. 
 
Do you see how much confidence you have in God’s promises? He is watching over his word to 
perform it. Everything he has said will come to pass. 


