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Introduction:  

• This morning, we’re beginning a new sermon series called Five Ways to Shipwreck Your 
Faith.  

o Now obviously, the purpose of this series isn’t to show you how to shipwreck 
your faith, but the hope for this series is to show you how NOT to shipwreck your 
faith.  

o And my hope is that during these next five weeks, the Lord would strengthen 
your faith and renew your passion for him.  
 

• As we live the Christian life, there are times when our spiritual life may feel dry, cold, 
even burnt out.   

o When the actions may be there, but you may be lacking in passion and zeal.   
o If that’s how you feel, I want you to know, this series is for you. 
o And my hope is that you’ll walk away with a renewed love and zeal for the Lord.  

 
• For others, you may feel that your spiritual life has taken a back seat, and you’ve 

become apathetic to your faith.  
o Perhaps it’s been months since you’ve last read the Bible, maybe even years.  
o If that’s you, I want to encourage you to come back for the next few weeks.   
o The Lord has made us to love Him and to serve Him with all our heart.  
o And this may be what you need to start taking your faith more seriously.  

 
• And if you’re feeling that your faith is strong and that your passion is vibrant: 

o This series is also for you.  
o Because my prayer is that the Spirit would add even more fuel to the fire.  
o So that you can continue to love the Lord with all your heart, mind, soul, and 

strength.  
o And rejoice even more in the gift of faith, which the Lord has given you.   

 
• As we begin, we’ll see from our passage today a picture of how we can faithfully serve 

the Lord. 
o If we are to live in faith, and grow in faith, and live with passion, we first need a 

picture of what this looks like.  
o And so, this morning, I want to share with you three ways we can faithfully serve 

the Lord.   
 
Point 1: 
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• First, we can serve the Lord faithfully by keeping a clear conscience.  
o Paul writes in verse 3, “I thank my God whom I serve, as did my ancestors, with a 

clear conscience, as I remember you constantly in my prayers night and day” (2 
Timothy 1:3)i. 
 

• 2 Timothy is well known as Paul’s last letter.  
o He wrote this letter knowing he was going to die.  
o Paul was in prison, and he knew that this imprisonment was different. 
o He knew this was the end of the line. 
o And in this letter, he shares his last words with Timothy, his son in the faith. 
o Entrusting him to take over his ministry of the gospel.  

 
• And throughout this letter, Paul instructs Timothy how he can faithfully serve the Lord.   

o He tells Timothy to not be ashamed of the gospel.  
o About how he must suffer for the gospel.  
o And how Timothy needs flee youthful passions.  
o Literally, I can list 10 more things that Paul instructs Timothy to do.  

 
• But in verse 3, I want you to notice the first thing that Paul wants Timothy to know, the 

first thing that’s important for us to know.  
o He writes, “I thank my God, whom I serve…with a clear conscience” (2 Timothy 

1:3). 
o In the opening of his letter, Paul mentions, how he was able to faithfully serve 

the Lord throughout his life.  
o How he was able to fight the good fight, and finish the race, and keep the faith. 
o He says it’s because he kept a clear conscience.  

 
• Simply put, the conscience is what gives you the ability to discern between what is right 

and wrong, to know what is good and what is best.  
o It’s an alarm that goes off when we’re tempted to follow the wrong path.  
o And it helps us to change course, so we can go the right way.  
o And when we’re on the right path, it’s our conscience that gives us peace, giving 

us assurance that we’re headed the right way.   
o And it’s through a clear conscience, that we can faithfully serve the Lord.  

 
• However, the Bible also explains, how the conscience can become broken, leading us 

astray.  
 

• The Bible describes the weak conscience.  
o The weak conscience is a broken conscience because the alarm goes off when it 

shouldn’t go off.  
o It keeps making false alarms.  
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o It’s a hypersensitive alarm.  
o In 1 Corinthians 8:10, we’re told about a person with a weak conscience who 

isn’t able to eat meat sacrificed to idols, because he thinks it’s sin.  
o To put it in modern day terms, the person with a weak conscience might think 

that reading Harry Potter is a sin, or that it’s a sin not to wear a tie to church. 
o It’s a person who makes rules for themselves and others in places where the 

Bible gives freedom.  
 

• Can you see why having a weak conscience would be a hindrance to serving the Lord? 
o Even the Apostle Peter needed a recalibration in his conscience.  
o When the Lord came to Peter in a vision and told him kill and eat all the different 

kinds of animals (Acts 10:9-16). 
o He couldn’t do it, his weak conscience said it was wrong.  
o But through this vision, the Lord was able to recalibrate Peter’s conscience not 

only to show that all foods were made clean. 
o And to show that even the Gentiles could receive the Gospel and be filled with 

the Holy Spirit.  
 

• The person with a weak conscience wouldn’t be able to fully teach the freedom we have 
in the Gospel.  

o Rather, they would give unnecessary rules and regulations that aren’t found in 
the Bible. 

o They’d also begin to grow prideful and critical, thinking of themselves as better 
than others.  

o And unable to show the freedom we have in Christ, they wouldn’t be able to 
teach the fullness of the Gospel.  
 

• Not only a weak conscience, but the Bible also describes the person with a seared 
conscience.  

o The person with a seared conscience is the person who isn’t hypersensitive, but 
who’s lost all sensitivity.  

o This is the alarm that never goes off, even when they’re going down the wrong 
path.  

o Paul talks about these people in 1 Timothy 4:2. 
o He describes their conscience as being seared with a hot iron.  
o In the ancient world, if a wound wouldn’t stop bleeding, doctors would sear the 

skin with a hot iron to close the wound.  
o But after recovering, the person would discover that they’d lost all feeling where 

the wound was burned.  
o The hot iron would’ve killed the nerves, so that you would lose all sensitivity.  
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• You can think of those who’ve seared their conscience as those who’ve decided to 
repeatedly ignore God’s commands, losing all sensitivity to sin and evil.  

o This is the person who’s stopped fighting their sin but has allowed sin to take 
over their life. 

o Or the person who’s letting the culture and the world shape them instead of the 
word of God.  

o Being led away from God’s truth.   
o Or the person like Judas, who’s growing in resentment because the Lord isn’t 

giving them what they want, what they feel they deserve, and everyday they’re 
moving further from the Lord.  
 

• Can you see how a seared conscience would keep someone from faithfully serving? 
o They’d lead others down the wrong path without even knowing it.  
o It would be the blind leading the blind.  
o Paul speaks about people like this in 1 Timothy.   
o Hymenaeus and Alexander who were once disciples of Paul, serving in the 

church, but Paul says that they shipwrecked their faith, because they didn’t keep 
a clear conscience (v. 19).  

o Rather, searing their conscience, they were led away by the culture and the 
teaching of their time.  

o They were influenced by the world instead of God’s word.  
o And instead of faithful service, they shipwrecked their faith.  

 
• But we’re also told in verse 3 about the person with a clear conscience.  

o The person who knows good from evil, from what’s good and what’s best.  
o And it’s because the Paul had a clear conscience that he was able to faithfully 

serve and keep the faith.  
o It was because of his clear conscience that he was able to finish his ministry 

strong.  
o It was because of a clear conscience, that he was also able to lead others closer 

to Christ.  
o And it’s through a clear conscience that we can grow in our usefulness and in our 

faithfulness to the Lord.  
 

• And what’s amazing about verse 3 is that Paul is able to say this despite his past sins.  
o The apostle was a person who used to persecute the church.  
o He had a seared conscience.  
o He killed Christians and didn’t think anything of it.  
o But after coming to know the Lord, he was given a clear conscience, a good 

conscience.  
o And he’s able to say, despite all he’s done, “I thank my God, whom I serve my 

God, with a clear conscience” (1 Timothy 1:3). 
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• If you’re wondering how you can have a clear conscience, the first step is to believe in 

the Lord.  
o When you come to Christ, he transforms you, and fills you with the Holy Spirit.  
o And that’s when your conscience comes to life.  
o That’s when the light turns on.  
o That’s when your conscience becomes informed, not by this world, but by the 

Holy Spirit.  
 

• Not only that, but you can move from a weak conscience or a seared conscience to a 
clear conscience when you submit to God’s word.   

o It’s the word of God that recalibrates our conscience to what is good and right 
and holy.  

o When you look at God’s word, the Holy Spirit will illuminate and teach you the 
right path you are to take.  

o That’s why the Bible says that, “The Word of God is a lamp unto our feet and 
light unto our path” (Psalm 119:105). 

o Instead of our own thinking, instead of the thinking of this world, when we 
submit to the word of God, his word becomes the foundation of our conscience.  

o And letting God’s word lead us, we’ll be able to faithfully serve the Lord, making 
ourselves useful to him. 

 
Point 2: 

• Second, we can faithfully serve the Lord, not only when we keep a clear conscience, but 
when we live with sincere faith.  

o Look at verse 5. 
o Paul writes, “I am reminded of your sincere faith, a faith that dwelt first in your 

grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice and now, I am sure, dwells in you as 
well” (2 Timothy 1:5). 
 

• When you look through the New Testament, what you learn is the stark difference in 
personality between Paul and Timothy.  

o Paul was most likely an extrovert, confrontational, bold, and very direct in his 
communication.  

o Timothy, on the other hand, was most likely an introvert, less confrontational, 
timid, and much more tender-hearted.  

o In verse 4, we’re told about the tears he had when he was leaving Paul.  
o And as Timothy saw that his mentor was about to die, that the responsibility to 

carry on the ministry would fall on him, that he’d have to step into the shoes of 
the great Apostle, I can’t help but wonder if he felt inadequate and afraid.  

o “I’m not bold like Paul, I’m not as courageous as Paul, how can I carry on this 
ministry? How can I faithfully serve the Lord?” 
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• But when you look at verse 5, do you see the encouragement that Paul gives to 

Timothy? 
o He reminds Timothy of the sincere faith he has.  
o Let me paraphrase is for you, it’s like he’s saying:  
o “Listen, it doesn’t matter what your personality is like, it doesn’t matter how 

different we are, it doesn’t matter how you feel or what you think you lack. 
What matters is that you have true faith. Just think about your mother and 
grandmother. Didn’t God do amazing things through their faith? Didn’t you see 
your mom and grandmother live with boldness and courage and serve the Lord 
because of their faith. Well, that’s the same faith that is now living in you.  
Timothy, you have sincere faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, and that’s all you need.”  

o That’s why Jesus says to his disciples, “I say to you, if you have faith like a grain 
of mustard seed, you will say to this mountain, “Move from here to there,” and it 
will move, and nothing will be impossible for you” (Matthew 17:19). 

o In other words, the Bible is teaching you here that if your faith is in God, that 
means the power of God is in you, and it doesn’t matter what your personality is 
like, it doesn’t matter what you’re up against.  

o Because the power that parted the Red Sea, the power that tore down the walls 
of Jericho, the power that defeated the prophets of Baal, the power that brought 
back Christ from the grave, that’s the power that lives in you.  

o And the power that was with them, is now also with you.   
o That’s the power of sincere faith.  

 
• One misunderstanding many people have is that faith is merely a passive thing, that 

faith is something that’s inside of you.  
o But the Bible clearly states that our faith is something we need to live out.  
o That’s why James writes, “Faith without work is dead” (James 2:26). 
o This doesn’t mean that we’re saved by works, we’re saved by grace alone.  
o But James teaches us that our faith is expressed through our works. 

 
• Perhaps for some of you, instead of living in faith, you’ve been living in fear.  

o But the Bible says you have sincere faith so you can now live in the power of 
God.  

o Perhaps for some of you, instead of living out your faith, you’ve been passive 
about your faith, busy with life and distractions of this world.  

o But the Bible says, if you have sincere faith, it’s time to get back in the game, it’s 
time to sacrifice your time, your gifts, and to exercise your faith.  

o Perhaps for others of you, instead of faith in God, you’ve been living by your 
strength, in what you can do.  

o But the Bible says, you have sincere faith, so it’s time now to trust in the Lord 
and in his power.  
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o Because through him, you can do so much more than what you could ever do 
alone.  
 

• If you have faith in Christ, that means his power also lives in you.  
o And so, you can serve him, and live out your faith as you depend on him.   

 
Point 3: 

• Third, we can faithfully serve the Lord, not only by keeping a clear conscience, not only 
by living with a sincere faith, but, finally, by fanning into flame the gift of God.   

o Look at verse 6: “For this reason I remind you to fan in flame the gift of God, 
which is in you through the laying on of my hands” (2 Timothy 1:6). 

o We’re not given a list of what these gifts were.  
o But that doesn’t matter.  
o What matters is that Timothy was commissioned by God to use his gifts, to serve 

the church.  
o And in verse 6, the Apostle tells Timothy to fan into flame the gift of God.  
o In other words, he’s telling Timothy to let his passion to use his gifts for the Lord 

to burn like a hot fire.  
 

• A few weeks ago, all my kids were sick, and they would say, “Dad, I feel hot. I’m 
burning.”  

o So, I got the thermometer to check their temperature.  
o At their hottest, they had a temperature of 103.5.  
o That’s pretty hot.  
o But that’s not what the apostle is talking about here.  
o He’s telling Timothy to get his passion for the Lord up to the temperature of a 

hot burning fire.  
o I looked this up and saw that a yellow flame can reach around 2000 degrees, that 

a white flame will reach a temperature of 2500 degrees, and that a blue flame 
came reach up to 3000 degrees.  

o That’s what Paul is speaking about here, he wants Timothy to let his passion 
burn with a blue, hot flame.  

o He’s not talking about 103.5, he’s talking about 3000 degrees, hot fire for the 
Lord.  
 

• One thing that’s clear from the Bible is that God has gifted all His people and equipped 
every single believer to serve him.  

o We read in 1 Peter 4:10, “As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, 
as good stewards of God’s varied grace.” 

o In Romans 12:5-6 we read, “So we, though many, are one body in Christ, and 
individually members one of another. Having gifts that differ according to the 
grace given to us, let us use them.”  
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o Now, some may have more gifts than others, but the fact we see in the Bible is 
that everyone’s been gifted to serve the Lord.  

o In his sermon on this passage, Charles Spurgeon writes about the gift of 
encouragement and influence, the gift of experience and conversation, the gift 
of contentment and prayer. 

o But the important thing is that, not only are we to identify them, we’re also to 
use them.  
 

• But here’s the thing about gifts: It’s possible for believers to become ineffective in using 
their gifts.  

o I just read 1 Peter 4, and there we’re told that we’re stewards of God’s gifts.  
o A steward is someone who manages and takes care of something entrusted to 

them.  
o And as stewards of God’s gifts, we’re tasked with managing and cultivating what 

the Lord has given to us. 
o And when we don’t manage our gifts well, it can become ineffective and 

inactive. 
o That’s why we’re told to fan into flame the gift of God.  
o So that we can burn with zeal for the Lord.  

 
• As we close our time, let me leave you with three ways you can fan into flame the gift of 

God in you.  
 

• First, you can fan into flame the gift of God in you by remembering faithful believers 
who have lived out their faith.  

o That’s why Paul tells Timothy to remember his grandmother and mother, and 
even himself, who is constantly praying for him.  

o Perhaps you have a parent, grandparent, or mentor who passed on their faith to 
you, teaching you the word, setting a good example of what it looks like to be 
faithful. 

o As I was thinking about this point, I was wondering about an example I could 
share with you.  

o I was thinking maybe I could share about how Pastor Colin has been helpful for 
me, or Pastor Scott Lothery.  

o I was thinking maybe I could share about my mom or another person in my 
family who’s been a great example for me.  

o But as I began to think about who’s been fanning into flame my gift recently, all I 
could think about was all of you.  

o So many of you have been serving so faithfully, giving sacrificially, giving yourself 
to the Lord.  

o And your example has been fanning into flame my gift.  
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o As we remember the example of faithful believers, as we look to one another’s 
faith, let’s fan into flame the gift of God in us.  
 

• Second, you can fan into flame the gift of God by loving those you serve.  
o Peter states that we’re to serve one another with our gifts.  
o And one way we can fan into flame our gifts is by serving others.  
o Because as you begin to serve others, the Holy Spirit will work in you, and you’ll 

begin to see others through the eyes of Jesus Christ.  
o You’ll begin to see Christ’s love for others, and his love will become your love.  
o When serving and using your gifts becomes a duty and a job, it’ll be easy to burn 

yourself out.  
o But the best way you can sustain a lifetime of faithful service to the Lord is by 

loving those you serve.  
o Fan into flame the gift in you, as you love those around you.  

 
• Third, you can fan into flame the gift of God by remembering all that Christ has done for 

you.  
o The Apostle Paul knew that his time was short, that is life would soon some to an 

end.  
o But I love how he begins this letter.  
o He writes in verse 1, “Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, 

according to the promise of the life that is in Christ Jesus” (2 Timothy 1:1). 
o As he’s in chains, as he’s about to be executed, he turns to Jesus Christ, and he 

remembers the promise of life he has in him.  
  

• When Jesus came to this world, he didn’t come as a royal official, or wealthy nobleman, 
he didn’t come to be waited on hand and foot.  

o He came as a poor carpenter as a humble servant.  
o He came to serve and to seek the lost.  
o And he came to take your place and my place on the cross.  
o So that the promise of life, could be ours.  
o Let’s strive to keep a clear conscience.  
o Let’s strive to live with a sincere faith.  
o And let’s strive to fan into flame the gift of God as we remember all that Christ 

has done for us.  
 

 
 

i Unless otherwise noted, all references to the Bible are from the English Standard Version (ESV). 


