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Let’s keep our Bibles open right there in Matthew, Chapter 2. This morning we are picking up the story in 
Matthew’s Gospel where we left off prior to Christmas. As I mentioned at the beginning of our Advent 
season, I’m excited for us to walk through the entire book of Matthew together. It’s a long book, so it will 
take several chunks of preaching to get this done. It won’t be the only thing I preach on, but we’ll keep 
coming back to this book in a series here and a series there until we’ve made it all the way through.   
  
Over the next five weeks, Lord willing, we’ll look at Matthew’s account of Jesus’s life from early childhood 
up through the launch of his public ministry. And there is one word you’ll notice again and again as we go 
through these chapters. It is the word “fulfill.” We already heard it three times in our Scripture reading this 
morning.   
  
 Verse 15 says, This was to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet…  
  
 Verse 17 says, Then was fulfilled what was spoken by the prophet Jeremiah…  
  
 Verse 23 says Jesus lived in Nazareth, so that what was spoken by the prophets might be 
 fulfilled…  
  
Fulfillment is a central theme in this passage, in these chapters, and in the entire book. And this is why 
I’ve titled our series, “The Promise Fulfilled.” Because Matthew is determined to show us that every 
promise of God, and every prophetic word, and every part of the Old Testament is fulfilled in Jesus 
Christ. So, he quotes the Old Testament over 60 times, and he alludes to it much more than that.   
Matthew wants us to see very clearly that the story of Jesus is the continuation and culmination of the 
story that began “In the beginning,” when “God created the heavens and the earth.”  
  
Again, in our passage today, Matthew highlights three prophecies which he says were fulfilled in the 
early days of Jesus’s life. We’ll look at each of them as we walk through the story. And I want you to see 
how all three point us to the hope that Jesus brings to all his people. Everyone needs hope. Without 
hope, life becomes unbearable. But hope is hard to come by in this fallen world. Think about it. When 
you turn on the news, and you see so much evil, where do you find hope? Or, when you experience grief 
and loss, and you feel deep sorrow, where do you find hope? Or, when you are misunderstood and 
mistreated, and you are left with a sense of humiliation, where do you find hope?   
  
This passage answers each of those questions. And that may sound surprising. Because at first this 
does not sound like a passage full of hope! Matthew 2:13-23 tells the story of a young family driven into 
exile, children murdered in Bethlehem, and how Jesus faced cruel opposition from the earliest days of 
his life. This is a dark passage of Scripture. But here’s what I want you to see this morning: despite the 
darkness, this passage points us to some of the greatest reasons for hope that we have as believers.  
I want you to see how Matthew 2:13-23 shows us that…  
 

• Evil will fail.  
• Sorrow will turn to joy.  
• And the humble will be exalted.  

  
Let’s consider those reasons for hope one at a time.  
 
1. Evil will fail 
 
We’ll pick up the story in verse 13: Now when they had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared 
to Joseph in a dream and said, “Rise, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there 
until I tell you, for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.” This is the end of the story of the 
wise men who came from the east, guided by a star, to worship Jesus after he was born. And you’ll 



remember that when these wise men first arrived in Israel, they went to Jerusalem, and spoke to king 
Herod about a child born king of the Jews. And they learned from the chief priests and the scribes that 
the Christ, the Messiah, was to be born in Bethlehem.  
  
Then, Herod sent the wise men to find the child and he instructed the wise men to bring him info on the 
child’s whereabouts so that he could come and worship the child as well. But Herod’s true intent was 
much more malicious. He wanted to eliminate this perceived threat to his dynasty. He planned to kill this 
child just like he had murdered many political opponents before. Herod was an evil ruler with an evil plot.  
And he thought his scheme was a secret. But from the beginning of our passage, we are reminded that 
nothing is a secret to God. He knows what Herod is about to do and he warns Joseph.  
 
Proverbs 15:3 puts it like this, The eyes of the LORD are in every place, keeping watch on the evil and 
the good. We don’t like the idea of a surveillance state. The idea of governing authorities monitoring the 
movements and activities of all their people used to be the stuff of dystopian science fiction novels. But 
now, the proliferation of the smartphone with its ‘location services,’ the power of facial recognition 
software, and the piles of digital data we all produce have unlocked the possibility that those with enough 
power can effectively have “eyes in every place.” And that makes us uneasy. And that’s why tech 
companies talk a lot about the importance of privacy, trying to convince us that they will keep our 
personal information secret and safe.  
  
But here’s the thing: whatever privacy we may be able to maintain from the powers that be in this world, 
none of us actually has any privacy before the greatest Power in this world. Long before the invention of 
the video camera or the smartphone, the eyes of the Lord were in every place, keeping watch on the evil 
and the good. And that remains true today. Nothing escapes God’s notice. Nothing is hidden from his 
sight. And that should give us pause. Is there anything in our lives we think we’ve hidden from God? If 
so, we are deceiving ourselves. You might successfully keep a secret from other people. But you will not 
keep a secret from God. So, if you’ve been trying to hide some sin or harbor some vice, confess it to him. 
Tell him what he already knows and seek his mercy and grace.  
 
The fact that God sees everything should give us pause. It should often lead us to confession and 
repentance. But this truth should also give us hope. Because God saw Herod’s evil plot., and before 
Herod could carry out his wicked plans, God intervened. And God sees every evil plot that is formed in 
our world today. Which means, at any time, he can intervene and disrupt wicked plans, just like he did 
with Herod. That is really good news. But it begs a challenging question, doesn’t it? If God sees 
everything, if he is keeping watch on the evil, why doesn’t he stop all the evil? Well, that is a big question. 
And there are many faithful, biblical ways to respond. But there is one ultimate answer.  
  
Why doesn’t he stop all the evil? The ultimate answer is that one day he will. Every evil power will fail in 
the end, because one day evil itself will come to an end. We get a preview of this in our story. Listen to 
verses 14-15: And [Joseph] rose and took the child and his mother by night and departed to Egypt and 
remained there until the death of Herod. That phrase “the death of Herod” can also be translated “the 
end of Herod.” And that reminds us that one day, every evil power will come to an end. As one writer 
puts it, “Herods must die.” No Herod continues forever. No tyrant continues forever. No terrorist group 
continues forever. No wicked nation continues forever. Every evil has an expiration date. And we will see 
the final fulfillment of this truth on the day Jesus comes again to judge the living and the dead and to put 
an end to all evil forever and ever. That is the hope of every believer. We know the end of the story! Evil 
will fail. And God’s good purposes will succeed.  
  
Notice what Matthew says about Joseph fleeing to Egypt with Jesus and Mary. He writes, This was to 
fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet, “Out of Egypt I called my son.” He’s remembering the 
story of the Exodus, and how God delivered his people from Pharaoh’s malicious plots and protected 
them from Pharaoh’s wicked power. And he sees the similarity to the story of Jesus and how God 
delivered his Son from Herod’s malicious plots and protected him from Herod’s wicked power. And 
church, we can rest our confidence in this, that the same God who called Israel out of Egypt and rescued 
Jesus from Herod’s hand, will deliver us from all evil in the end as well. This is always one reason for 
hope in the darkness of this world: evil will fail.  



  
And here’s a second…  
  
2. Sorrow will turn to joy  
  
Evil will ultimately fail. But right now, we live in a world where evil still exists, where atrocities are 
committed, where sorrows like sea billows roll. And that’s what comes next in our passage this 
morning. Look at verse 16. It says, Then Herod, when he saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, 
became furious… Herod sent the wise men to Bethlehem to gather intel on the baby-born king. 
Bethlehem was only about 5 miles away from Jerusalem. So, it didn’t take long for Herod to realize the 
wise men were not coming back. They disregarded his instructions. His plan to eliminate this child is now 
in jeopardy and he is furious. And he responds with the most appalling crime.  
 
Verse 16: …and he sent and killed all the male children in Bethlehem and in all that region who were two 
years old or under, according to the time that he had ascertained from the wise men. Bethlehem and the 
surrounding region had a population of around 1000 people. So, how many boys 2 and under would 
there be? Maybe 20 or so? And as any parent who has lost a child knows, every single one of these lives 
cut off in cruelty would have left behind a void that could not be filled. This was a horrible act of evil.  
  
I have a 2-year-old son. I cannot imagine this. And the shock of what we read in verse 16 can make 
verses 17-18 sound a bit cold. What does Matthew have to say about this terrible loss of little lives in 
Bethlehem? He writes: Then was fulfilled what was spoken by the prophet Jeremiah: “A voice was heard 
in Ramah, weeping and loud lamentation, Rachel weeping for her children; she refused to be comforted, 
because they are no more.” The tragedy fulfilled a prophecy. Is that all Matthew is saying? Is that all he 
can say as he writes about this atrocity? It had to happen. It was all part of God’s plan. 
  
Church, God is sovereign. Nothing happens apart from his will. That’s true. But I’m convinced Matthew is 
saying much more than that by quoting this verse from Jeremiah. When I say, “Four score and seven 
years ago…” what comes to your mind? Is anyone thinking, “Hmmm… Four score and seven is 87… So, 
87 years ago… What was happening in 1936?” Of course not! You’re thinking about Lincoln. About 
Gettysburg. And about an address meant to bring hope to a nation experiencing great pain. Sometimes a 
single sentence draws our minds to something much larger. And that is what Matthew is doing in verses 
17-18. He is quoting a verse from Jeremiah 31 where God speaks words of hope to his people 
experiencing great pain. The quote is from Jeremiah 31 verse 15, where Israel weeps over the children 
lost in the devastating impact of the exile. But surrounding that verse are some of the most comforting, 
compassionate words God speaks to his people in the entire Bible. Let me read you just a sample of 
what God says to his grieving people in that chapter.  
  
In verse 3 God tells them, I have loved you with an everlasting love; there I have continued my 
faithfulness to you.   
  
In verse 13 God says, I will turn [your] mourning into joy; I will comfort [you], and give [you] gladness for 
sorrow.   
  
In verse 17 God says, There is hope for your future.  
  
In verse 25 God says, I will satisfy the weary soul, and every languishing soul I will replenish.  
  
So, here’s what Matthew is doing in verses 17-18: He’s making a connection between this story of 
terrible loss in Jesus’s day and a story of terrible loss in Jeremiah’s day. In both cases, the people of God 
weep over the loss of children. They are full of sorrow. And Matthew wants to remind his readers that the 
same comforting words of God that he spoke in Jeremiah’s day apply in Jesus’s day as well. God does 
not change. Neither do his dealings with his people. And so, despite the sorrow God’s people face, he 
wants them to know, He still loves them.  

• He is still faithful toward them.   
• He will not allow their mourning to endure forever.  



• He will lead them into joy and gladness once again.  
  
And brothers and sisters, these are God’s words to us! This life is full of sorrow. Some of you are in the 
thick of it right now. All of us will be some day. Maybe you are grieving the loss of a child. Maybe you are 
processing a recent diagnosis that has filled you with fear. Maybe one of your relationships has ruptured 
and you can’t see any way to put it back together. On and on we could go. In this world we have all kinds 
of trouble. But if you are tempted to think, “God must be against me. He must have abandoned me. He 
must not care.” God says to you, I have loved you with an everlasting love; therefore I have continued my 
faithfulness to you.  
  
Or if you are tempted to think, “I will never smile again. I cannot see any way past this pain, and back into 
peace.” God says to you, I will turn [your] mourning into joy; I will comfort [you], and give [you] gladness 
for sorrow… There is hope for your future… I will satisfy the weary soul, and every languishing soul I will 
replenish. And you wonder, “How can that be true?” Well, because nothing is impossible for God. And he 
is fully capable of restoring your joy in this life. And he will restore it completely in the life to come.  
  
Already this morning we’ve looked ahead to the return of Jesus. And how his arrival will usher in the 
eternal destruction of evil. Well, when he comes, he will put an end to all sorrow as well. Revelation 21:4 
tells us on that day, He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither 
shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away. Those 
who have died in Christ, will rise with Christ. Sickness and death will be no more. Ruptured relationships 
will be restored. All will be well. So let this fill you with hope: Evil will end. And sorrow will turn to joy.  
But that’s not all.  
  
There’s one more reason for hope highlighted in this passage…  
  
3. The humble will be exalted  
  
Let’s pick up the story again in verse 19: But when Herod died, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in 
a dream to Joseph in Egypt, saying, “Rise, take the child and his mother and go to the land of Israel, for 
those who sought the child’s life are dead.” And he rose and took the child and his mother and went to 
the land of Israel. But when he heard that Archelaus was reigning over Judea in place of his father 
Herod, he was afraid to go there, and being warned in a dream he withdrew to the district of Galilee.  
  
Herod is dead. Those who were tasked with finding Jesus and killing him are dead too. So, Joseph, 
Mary, and Jesus can now return to Israel. But when Joseph learns that Herod’s son is reigning in Judea, 
he is understandably afraid to go there, and he is right to be concerned. God warns him through a dream 
to take his family to the district of Galilee, north of Judea. Then we read verse 23, which says: And he 
went and lived in a city called Nazareth, so that what was spoken by the prophets might be fulfilled, that 
he would be called a Nazarene. (v. 23)  
  
What’s the significance of being called a Nazarene? In Jesus’s day, Nazareth was the epitome of a small 
town. Only a couple hundred people lived there. I went to college at Taylor University which is in Upland, 
Indiana. Upland is a small town. You get there by driving into the middle of nowhere, turning left, and 
going another hour and a half. Nazareth is a bit like Upland, only without the university! It’s a small town. 
The kind of town you pass through on the way to somewhere else. And even those who knew about 
Nazareth in Jesus’s day did not seem to hold the town in very high regard. In John 1:46, when Nathaniel 
first heard about Jesus and where he came from, his immediate response was, “Can anything good 
come out of Nazareth?” To be raised in Nazareth, to be a Nazarene, is to be a man of humble 
beginnings. Nazareth is unimpressive. Nazareth is obscure. Nazareth is an unlikely hometown for the 
Savior of the world.  
  
But that is precisely the point. For the prophets predicted that when the Messiah came he would not be 
the kind of Messiah people were looking for. Therefore, he would be misunderstood by many. He would 
even be despised and rejected. Isaiah puts it like this: He grew up…like a young plant, and like a root out 
of dry ground; he had no form or majesty that we should look at him, and no beauty that we should 



desire him. He was despised and rejected…(Isaiah 53:2-3)  This is Jesus. From beginning to end, his 
entire life on this earth was marked by humility. He humbled himself by entering the world as a baby. He 
humbled himself by growing up a Nazarene. And ultimately, he humbled himself to the point of death, 
even death on a cross. And therefore, God has highly exalted him!  
  
He rose from the dead, ascended into heaven, and every knee will one day bow before him and confess 
that he is Lord. And this journey from humility to exaltation is the path all his followers must take. In Luke 
14:11, Jesus says, “Everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be 
exalted.” So, brothers and sisters, whenever we are misunderstood because of our faith in Jesus, 
whenever we are despised and rejected on account of Christ, this is where we find hope: The humble will 
be exalted. We will rise like him, we will be glorified like him, and we will praise him for it forever and 
ever. Remember that when following Jesus is costly, should you lose friends, honors, reputation, or 
anything for his sake, you will find that you gain far more than you lose in the end.   
  
Conclusion  
  
These are reasons to hope:  

• Evil will fail.  
• Sorrow will turn to joy.  
• And the humble will be exalted.  

  
And as we close this morning, I want to emphasize the fact that Jesus is the one who gives us this kind 
of hope, and Jesus alone. In our passage this morning, Jesus is a very passive character. He’s a child, 
being carried around from place to place by his parents. But make no mistake, Jesus is a very active 
character today! He is alive. He is reigning in heaven. And he is going to return one day soon. And when 
he does, he will put an end to every dark power, and wipe away every tear from our eyes, and bring us 
into his glory forever and forever. So, trust in Jesus, follow Jesus, and you will always have reason to 
hope.  
 
 


