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Introduction:  
 

• Whether you’re a planner or not, we’ll all face times when our plans don’t work out the 
way we expect them to.  

o You may have to change vacation plans because of a worldwide pandemic. 
o You may have to switch jobs because the one you have isn’t what you were 

hoping for.  
o You may have to move to a new city and build new friendships. 
o A relationship may not work out the way you hoped it would.  
o It’s difficult when things don’t work out the way we expect, the way we hoped.  

 
• And what I find is often true is that it’s in the unexpected times of life when the Lord 

asks us to serve in ways we never thought we would, or even could.  
o During the pandemic, it was the Lord who asked many of you to help open this 

congregation in Vernon Hills.  
o I don’t think any of us expected that.  
o For others of you, perhaps you’re in a season of caring for someone, someone 

close to you, in a way you never expected.  
o Sometimes, when there’s a need in the church, you may have to serve in a 

ministry you never thought you’d be a part of.  
 

• When we’re called to serve the Lord in unexpected ways, it may not always be 
comfortable and ideal.  

o In fact, it may take sacrifice and surrender. 
o And when things don’t go according to plan, when there’s discouragement and 

disappointment, do you ever wonder how you can carry on? 
o How you can continue to give yourself to the Lord. 
o But what we see in the Bible is that sacrifice is the road to greater strength and 

greater joy. 
o Because when we look throughout Scripture, it’s when God’s people served him 

that they experienced greater strength and joy than ever before.  
o And what I hope you’ll see from our story today is how you can experience 

greater strength and joy in your life when you serve the Lord, not only when 
things go according to plan, but even in the unexpected seasons of life.  

 
The Story:  
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• Our story begins with the angel Gabriel coming to visit Mary…  
o And telling her that she’s going conceive a child.  
o Who will become the Savior of the world.  
o At first, Mary is afraid, and she doesn’t know what all of this means.  
o But the angel reassures her that she’s found favor with God.  
o That she will conceive through the Holy Spirit.  
o And after hearing this reassurance, Mary says to the angel, “Behold, I am the 

servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word” (Luke 1:38).i 
 

• When we read that Mary would become the mother of Jesus.  
o We oftentimes focus on how a great a privilege this must’ve been. 
o You might think: “Wow, to be the mother of Jesus, how awesome is that?” 
o But we forget how much sacrifice Mary had to face, to carry Jesus in her womb.  
o Just think about this: Mary was betrothed to Joseph.  
o In Bible times, this meant that even though they weren’t officially living 

together, they were basically married.  
o This was more than an engagement.  
o And now, she had to tell her soon to be husband that she was pregnant.  
o Can you imagine how that conversation would go? 
o She knew he wouldn’t understand.  

 
• That’s why instead of going and telling Joseph, we’re told in verse 39 that she went with 

haste to the house of Elizabeth, the only person who would understand (Luke 1:39).  
o To put it bluntly, she was willing to give up her marriage with Joseph to carry this 

child.  
o In fact, in Matthew we’re told that once Joseph found out about the pregnancy, 

he was planning to divorce Mary, to unbetroth himself to her (v. 1:19).  
o Of course, we also find out that the angel told Joseph to go ahead with the 

wedding (vv. 1:1-21).  
o But not knowing that, this young girl from Nazareth was willing to give all that up 

to carry this child. 
o Just think about all the weight that was on this young woman. 
o Not knowing that the angel came to speak with Joseph, she thought she had to 

mother this child, all alone, all by herself.  
 

• Not only that, but can you imagine what people would’ve said about Mary’s pregnancy?  
o It’s not hard to imagine what people would’ve thought seeing Mary pregnant 

before her marriage.  
o She would have to endure gossip and even judgment from others.  
o And then, after giving birth to Jesus, she also had to hide and run from a tyrant 

king who was trying to kill her son.  
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o Can you imagine the stress of running from a king who was trying to murder your 
son? 

o But even worse than that, though she didn’t know it yet, in the end she would 
have to watch her son flogged and tortured.  

o She would have to see her son, stripped naked and mocked, nailed and pierced 
to a cross. 

o This was the sacrifice and surrender, the responsibility Mary had on her 
shoulders. 

 
• And so, the question we must ask is, how was Mary, this young woman, able to sacrifice 

and surrender herself to God? 
o How was she able to carry this difficult burden? 
o Not only that, but how can we carry the responsibilities the Lord placed on our 

shoulders?  
o As we serve in ministry, as we serve those we love, as we care for those around 

us. 
o Or if we’re feeling burnt out, perhaps you may be asking if there is any hope for 

you to return to serving the Lord.  
o How the Lord might renew your strength.  

 
• Well, I want you to know that God can help you in whatever situation you’re in.  

o And just as he was able to help Mary carry her load, the Lord will help you to 
carry your load, so that you can faithfully serve him.  

o Let me share with you three ways that Mary was able to serve the Lord.  
o Three ways you can continue to carry the responsibilities the Lord has given to 

you. 
 
Application 1:  

 
• First, you can serve the Lord because it’s the Lord who supplies the strength.  

o Because it’s the Lord who gives you strength.  
o Take a look at verse 35.  
o And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power 

of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be 
called holy – the Son of God…For nothing will be impossible with God” (Luke 1:35; 
37). 

o Mary was willing to give up something important in her life, she was willing to 
face the looks of the people, she was able to run from a tyrant king, she was 
even able to witness her son die on a cross because of the power of the Most 
High.  

o Because of the power of the Holy Spirit.  
o By herself, it was impossible.  
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o But the angel tells her, with God, all things are possible.  
 

• You may be in a difficult or an unexpected situation today.  
o Perhaps like Mary, the Lord has called you in a way that you never expected to 

serve.  
o And you may be wondering how you continue forward? 
o Whether you’re caring for loved ones, for your children, for your parents.  
o Whether you’re serving in ministry, by preparing Bible studies, working with 

children, leading others, or welcoming others.  
o Whether you’re trying to help your family through a difficult situation or trying 

to fight to keep your marriage together or trying to care for someone who’s sick.  
o You can serve the Lord, because of the strength and power the Lord gives to you.  

 
• If the Lord has called you to serve him, remember that he will also provide the strength 

to continue in him.  
o In the New Testament, the apostle Paul explains that when his ministry was 

growing, he won the favor of others, everyone was with him, but in seasons 
when ministry was difficult, Paul writes, “All deserted me, no one stood by me” (2 
Timothy 4:16). 

o But let me read the rest of the verse.  
o Listen to what Paul writes: “No one came to stand by me, but all deserted…But 

the Lord stood by me and strengthened me, so that through me the message 
might be fully proclaimed” (2 Timothy 4:16-17). 

o Paul was able to continue his ministry because of the Lord’s strength.  
o And so can you.  
o Do you feel overwhelmed by the work you have to do? 
o Does your task seem impossible for you? 
o Remember the words of the angel: “For nothing will be impossible with God.”  
o “Whom have I in heaven but you? And there is nothing on earth that I desire 

besides you. My flesh and my heart my fail, but God is the strength of my heart 
and my portion forever” (Psalm 73:25-26). 

o We can serve because of the strength God gives to us.  
 
Application 2:  

 
• Second, not only can we serve through God’s strength, but we can also serve because 

the Lord gives us joy.  
o When you read through this story, you can’t help but notice the joy everybody’s 

experiencing.  
o In verse 44, we’re told that John the Baptist was leaping in the womb with joy 

when he encountered Mary (Luke 1:44).  
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o And then we’re told that Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit and began 
worshipping the baby in Mary’s womb (Luke 1:41).  

o And then in verse 46, we see Mary singing and rejoicing and magnifying the Lord.  
o But where is all their joy coming from? 

 
• Their joy is coming from the Lord.  

o John and Elizabeth and Mary are filled with joy because of the Lord Jesus Christ.  
o Because their hearts treasured Christ.  
o Because they were serving the Lord Jesus Christ.  

 
• The greatest joy you can experience in this world will come from serving the Lord and 

doing his work.  
o Because when you seek to serve yourself, instead of joy, you may be filled with 

jealousy and envy and anger and bitterness when things don’t go your way.  
o But when you seek to serve the Lord, you’ll see that the Lord will fill you with 

peace and hope and faith and joy.  
o That’s why you see Elizabeth rejoicing over Mary.  
o Elizabeth could’ve said, “Now wait a minute here. My husband is a highly 

regarded priest. We come from a very prestigious background. And we’ve served 
the Lord in righteousness all our lives. If anyone should carry the Lord in their 
womb, it should be me. Not this young relative of mine.”  

o But that’s not what she says.  
o Rather, Elizabeth is filled with joy because she was serving the Lord.  

 
• In fact, when Elizabeth’s son, John the Baptist, grows up: 

o We see him grow a very vibrant ministry, gathering many followers and 
gathering many disciples. 

o But when Jesus comes, everyone starts following Jesus and John’s ministry 
begins to decline.  

o And John’s disciples start complaining and telling him that everyone is now going 
to Jesus.  

o And do you know what John says? 
o He says, “Therefore this joy of mine is now complete. He must increase, but I 

must decrease” (John 3:30). 
o John isn’t filled with jealousy or anger or bitterness.  
o He’s filled with joy because he’s serving the Lord, because Christ worth more 

than anything else.  
 

• There are millions of people all over the world who are giving to charity, who are 
volunteering to serve the poor, who are helping people across the world.  

o And we should praise God for all this good work. 



 
 

 6 

o But sadly, even though many are doing good work, they’re still missing joy in 
their life.  

o They may feel good for a moment for the good that they’ve done, but it hasn’t 
changed their lives.  

o They still haven’t found lasting joy.  
o I wonder if that describes some of you here today. 
o Perhaps you’ve tried to live a good life, you’ve tried to do good to others, but 

you still feel that you’re missing something in your life, you feel a lack of 
satisfaction, a lack of joy.  

o If that is you, look at what the Bible is teaching you today.  
o The Lord is saying that true lasting joy can only be found in him.  

 
• One Bible teacher, Ronald Wallace, states, “Joy comes without being cultivated or 

thought about, to those who allow themselves to become absorbed…in the…wonder of 
Christ.”ii 

o Do you see what he’s saying? He’s saying that joy isn’t something we can 
cultivate.  

o There are so many people searching for joy and happiness.  
o Looking for what they can do to be happy, or where they can go to find real joy.  
o But you don’t get joy by chasing after it.  
o You find joy by giving yourself to Christ. 
o Joy comes without being cultivated, rather it’s a byproduct of treasuring and 

serving the Lord Jesus Christ.  
o In whatever you do, in everything you do, serve the Lord Jesus Christ and he will 

give you joy.  
o And you will be able to sing with Mary, “My soul magnifies the Lord, and my 

spirit rejoices in God my Savior” (Luke 1:47). 
 
Application 3:  

 
• You can serve the Lord because he gives you strength, you can serve the Lord because 

he gives you joy, and third and finally, you can serve the Lord because he gives you rest.  
o My family and I have planned to have a bit of a longer vacation for this coming 

summer, and all of us are really looking forward to some time away.  
o I’m sure all of you have had the same experience of looking forward to a trip or a 

vacation.  
o Oftentimes it can even motive us with our work, as we look forward to some 

time away.  
o But the coming of Jesus also points to a final rest that Christ is preparing for 

those who trust in him, to those who serve the Lord.  
o A place where there will be no more tears and no more pain.  
o A place where there will be no more sin and no more suffering.  
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o A place where there will be no end, it will be an everlasting rest.  
o And there, you will be able to see the Lord.  
o And you will find rest.  

 
• I’m not sure what the Lord has called you to do today.  

o But let’s continue to serve the Lord with all our heart.  
o Because he gives strength.  
o Because he gives joy.  
o And because he gives rest.  

 
 

 
i Unless otherwise noted, all references to the Bible are from the English Standard Version (ESV). 
ii Wallace, Ronald. The Gospel of John: Chapters 1-11. Scottish Academic Press, 1992. 
 


