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Introduction:  

 
• In the Bible, we’re told that God has given to us the greatest gift anyone could ever 

receive.  
o Salvation through Jesus Christ. 
o That’s why the Bible says that the kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a 

field, which a man found and covered up.  
o And to get this treasure, the man sold all he had to buy that field and to gain that 

treasure.  
 

• But there are times when you may be question if Jesus truly is your greatest treasure.  
o Because as you’ve tried to follow him, you may look at your life and feel that he 

hasn’t really blessed you.  
o Do you ever wonder if God’s favor is truly over your life? 
o It may seem that others around you are favored by God, and they’re moving 

ahead in their careers, growing their families, overcoming hurdles, yet you may 
feel that things aren’t going so well for you.  

o Do you ever feel disappointed with how things are going? 
 

• There may be times when we may doubt God’s favor.  
o But as we look at the Christmas story this evening, I hope that you can see how 

God’s favor is still over your life.   
o In fact, that’s the thing about God’s grace, once he gives it to you, he never takes 

it from you.    
o That’s why it’s called grace.  
o Grace literally means undeserved favor.  
o By definition, grace is something that can’t be removed, because then it would 

no longer be grace, but something based on merit, how you perform.  
o And so, as we look at our passage this evening, my prayer is that God would 

show you how favored you are, and move you from self-pity to joy, from 
disappointment to worship.  

 
The Story:  
 

• Our story begins in Luke chapter 1 verse 26.i 
o And in verse 26, we’re told that the angel Gabriel came to speak with Mary.  
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o And look at what he says to her in verse 28.  
o He says, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!” (Luke 1:28). 
o And then in verse 30, he says again, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found 

favor with God” (Luke 1:30). 
 

• Twice it’s repeated that Mary has found favor with God.  
o And what we need to understand is how this word favored is the same word for 

grace.  
o And so, the angel is saying how God has showered grace upon grace to Mary.  
o And because of God’s grace, the angel tells her that the Son of the Most High, 

will be conceived by the Holy Spirit in her womb.  
o That she would bear a son, the promised Messiah, who’s kingdom will never 

end. 
 

• Now, to fully understand the significance of Mary’s story and what the Bible is teaching 
us here, we also need to consider the story of Zechariah and Elizabeth at the beginning 
of Luke chapter 1. 

o In Luke chapter 1 verse 7, we’re told that Elizabeth was barren because she was 
old in age. 

o And this couple was praying, that the Lord might give them a child. 
o And just as the angel came to Mary, the angel Gabriel also comes to Zechariah. 
o And tells him that God has answered their prayer.  
o He tells Zechariah, that his wife Elizabeth will conceive and give birth to a child.  

 
• And when you read this news, it’s not hard to see why the Lord would shower this 

couple with grace.   
o Zechariah was a priest, serving in the temple of the Lord, in the great city of 

Jerusalem.  
o And in verse 5 we’re also told of their prestigious background.  
o Zechariah was from the line of Abijah and Elizabeth was a descendent of Aaron.  
o Then in verse 6, we’re told how both were righteous, walking blamelessly before 

the Lord.  
o They were a highly regarded couple.  

 
• On top of that, in verse 9, we’re told that Zechariah was burning incense in the holy of 

holies.  
o This was the highlight of any priest, the highest duty for a priest to perform.  
o In fact, a priest would get chosen to perform this act only once in his lifetime.  
o And this is when the angel comes to Zechariah.  
o At the highest point of his ministry.  
o It’s not hard to see why the Lord showed grace and favor to this couple.  
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• But when you get to verse 26 and see the Lord’s favor over Mary…  
o You can’t help but notice the stark difference between Elizabeth and Mary.  
o Elizabeth was in the great city of Jerusalem, but Mary was from Galilee in 

Nazareth.  
o Jerusalem was the center of religious life for the Jews, the city of God’s presence. 
o And those in Judah thought the Jews in Galilee were tainted because of their 

closeness to Gentiles.  
o And we also know how they especially despised the people of Nazareth in Galilee 

(John 1:45-46). 
 

• On top of that, unlike Elizabeth who was older in age and from a respected family, we’re 
told that Mary was a virgin, a young woman, with no details of her family background.  

o Mary lived in a culture where her society discounted women.  
o And not only being a woman, but also being a young woman, would’ve added to 

her insignificance.  
o That’s why Philip Ryken calls her, “A nobody, in a nothing town, in the middle of 

nowhere.”ii 
o And reading this, everyone would’ve marveled at how God could show grace to a 

young peasant girl like Mary.  
 

• We live in an unfair world, don’t we? 
o Where favor is given to those who have the connections, to those who have the 

means, to those who have the looks, to those who have eloquent speech, where 
sometimes hard work just isn’t enough.  

o In fact, even the great Apostle Paul was rejected, because he didn’t have the 
looks, because he didn’t come with impressive speech, because of his past 
failures.  

o People were saying that his letters were weighty, but that his bodily presence 
was weak, and his speech unimpressive (2 Corinthians 10:10). 
 

• This is exactly what happened with the prodigal son.  
o Do you remember this story? 
o A young son disrespected his father by asking for his inheritance and, leaving his 

home, he went to a distant country to spend all his money.  
o And when he was rolling in the money, he had the world’s favor, but losing all his 

wealth, the world turned it’s back on him, and he had to eat with pigs (Luke 
15:11-32). 

o He lost favor with the world.  
o Have you ever felt the pressures of this world? 
o The pressure of having to always produce so that you won’t get passed over for a 

promotion, to win the favor of others so you can fit in, to have to compete so 
you don’t look foolish and incompetent, to perform so others won’t judge you.  
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• But do you see what we learn about God’s grace in this passage? 

o Your status or failure or accomplishment, none of these things add to or subtract 
from, God’s grace to you.  

o Rather, God gives grace to his people, he gives grace to you, simply because he is 
a gracious God.  

o And it’s because of God’s grace, that the Apostle Paul, who had a dark past, who 
persecuted and murdered Christians, found favor with God.  

o It’s because of God’s grace, this rebellious prodigal son, was welcomed home by 
the father.  

o And it’s because of God’s grace, the angel said to this young girl from Nazareth, 
“Do not be afraid, for you have found favor with God” (Luke 1:30). 
 

• Here we see a wonderful story of God’s grace to his people, a story of God’s grace to 
Mary, a young servant girl.  

o But this story also has meaning for us.  
o And it’s a story that shows how we are also favored by God.  
o And let me share with you, three ways we can apply this to our lives.  
o 3 truths that will help you to receive God’s grace.  

 
Application 1:  

 
• First, we need to remember that receiving God’s grace doesn’t mean that our troubles 

will go away, that we’ll never endure hardship in this life.  
o That’s why God never says that we’ll never walk through the shadow of death, 

but rather he says, when you walk through the valley of the shadow of death.  
o That’s why God speaks about his people in the fire.  
o That’s why Jesus says to his disciples, “In this world, you will have trouble” (John 

16:33). 
 

• And that’s why after being told that she would be with child, even Mary had to endure 
great trials in her life.  

o When it came time to give birth, because there was no place for her to stay, 
Mary had to give birth in a manger.  

o Afterwards, because of King Herod’s jealousy, both Mary and Joseph had to flee 
their home. 

o Because Herod was trying to kill their son.  
o Can you imagine the hardship of trying to protect your child from a king who was 

trying to murder your son? 
o And yet even after all of that, in the end, Mary had to endure, watching her son 

suffer on the cross.  
o To see him mocked and treated like criminal.  
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• God’s grace doesn’t mean, that our lives will be free from trials in this world.  

o That’s a big misconception many people have.  
o And so, we shouldn’t think that God has removed his grace from us when we 

face trials in this life.  
 

• But what God’s grace does mean is that he’ll be with us in the trials and in the suffering.  
o When Mary had to run and hide from this evil king, we’re told that an angel of 

the Lord came to help her and Joseph (Matthew 2:16). 
o The Lord was watching over them, protecting them from harm, leading them to 

safety.  
o And this promise is also for you.  
o When you receive God’s grace, you don’t have to fear, you don’t have to worry, 

because it means no matter what happens, the Lord will never leave your side.  
o You may walk through the valley of the shadow of death, but you don’t have to 

fear, because the Lord is with you, his rod and staff will comfort you.  
o In this life, we’ll face troubles and hardships, disappointments, and sorrow.  
o And we may not always understand why things happen the way they do.  
o But one thing you can know, is that God is with you.  
o God’s favor doesn’t mean we won’t face trouble, but it does mean he’ll walk 

with us through our troubles.  
 
Application 2:  

 
• Second, we need to remember that God will never remove his grace from us, even when 

we fail.   
o Zechariah and his wife were praying for a child (Luke 1:5-25). 
o Not only that, but he was also a priest, someone who was supposed to model 

faith for others.  
o But even this priest, who lived a righteous life, doubted God’s favor and grace.  
o He asked the angel for a sign, and he ended up being mute during his wife’s 

pregnancy.   
 

• What we see from this is how it’s possible even for believers to doubt God’s grace.  
o Perhaps this describes some of you here today.  
o You may have heard a thousand times of God’s grace, and yet you might be 

wondering if God could still forgive you, if God has truly taken away your guilt, if 
God’s grace is still over you after all these years. 

o Do you ever wonder if you’ve lost favor with God, because of a past mistake? 
o Perhaps you’re going through a trial right now and you may be wondering if God 

is punishing you, wondering if God has removed his grace from you.  



 
 

 6 

o If that is you, let me ask you something, after doubting God, did God then 
withhold his favor from Zechariah and from Elizabeth? 

o Does God say, “Alright Zechariah, if you can’t believe me, well then no baby for 
you”? 
 

• Not at all, even despite Zechariah’s doubt, the Lord still shows his favor.  
o In fact, not only does the Lord still pour out his grace over this couple.  
o He helps Zechariah grow in faith.  
o He helps him to overcome his doubt.  
o And in at the end of chapter 1, we see Zechariah singing and worshipping the 

Lord.  
 

• If you’re doubting the Lord’s love for you, you need to remember that his grace isn’t 
something you earn. 

o It’s not something you get by proving yourself.  
o He gives you his grace, simply because he’s a gracious God.  
o And that means you can never fall out of favor with God, even though you 

doubt, even though you fail.  
o In fact, the Bible says that even before time began God set his grace over you.  
o 2 Timothy chapter 1 verse 9 states, God, “who saved us and called us to a holy 

calling, (did this) not because of our works but because of his own purpose and 
grace, which he gave us in Christ Jesus before the ages began…”. 
 

• After planning to show you grace from before time began will he now remove his grace 
from you? 

o Absolutely not.  
o Rather, just as he helped Thomas who was doubting the resurrection, just as he 

helped Job who was questing the Lord, just as he helped Zechariah return to 
worship, the Lord will also help you.  

o And not only will he restore your faith, but he’ll also show you, how his grace has 
always been over your life.   

o Remember that God will never remove his grace from us even when we fail.   
 
Application 3:  

 
• Third and finally, we need to remember that God’s grace is offered to all who believe in 

his name.  
o In this story, we saw a prestigious couple who received God’s grace, but we also 

saw a lowly servant girl, who was also able to receive God’s grace.  
o In fact, when you look throughout the book of Luke, you see Jesus showing grace 

to all kinds of people.  
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o To the rich and poor, to Jews and Gentiles, to men and women, to tax collectors 
and religious people, to all people.  

o The Bible is teaching us that God’s grace is available to all people.  
 

• In Luke chapter 18, we’re told a parable about a tax collector, who couldn’t enter the 
temple, but stood at a distance because he felt so ashamed.  

o And because he felt so guilty over his past, he couldn’t even lift his eyes to 
heaven.  

o And the Bibles says that he beat his breast, and prayed, “God have mercy on me, 
a sinner” (Luke 18:13). 

o And do you know what Jesus says next? 
o Jesus says, that this man went home justified, that he received the grace of God, 

because he humbled himself, because he believed (Luke 18:14). 
o And in our story today, even though Mary was a lowly servant girl, she believed 

the words of the angel. 
o And because of her faith, she was able to experience the amazing grace of God.  
o In the same way, if you put your faith in Christ, you can also receive his grace 

today.  
 

• Jesus Christ came to this world… 
o So that he might give his life for you.  
o So that he might offer to you the greatest gift of salvation.  
o So that you can have eternal life.  
o So that you can live with joy and peace and hope.  
o And you can receive all his grace, by believing and trusting in the Lord, by 

surrendering your life to Christ.  
o Will you believe in the Lord today? 
o “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and 

covered up. Then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field” 
(Matthew 13:44). 

 
 

i Unless otherwise noted, all references to the Bible are from the English Standard Version (ESV). 
ii Ryken, Philip G. Luke (Reformed Expository Commentary). P&R Publishing, 2017. Kindle. 
 


