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Let’s keep our Bibles open right there at Matthew, Chapter 2 as we continue following 
Matthew’s account of the birth of Jesus. So far, Matthew has given us Jesus’s genealogy, 
setting the stage for his birth historically and theologically, demonstrating that Jesus is the 
Christ, the Messiah, who has come to bless his people. Then, Matthew told us the story of 
Jesus’s birth from Joseph’s perspective, highlighting the miracle of the incarnation and the 
mission of Jesus’s life. You shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins. 
 
And here in chapter 2, Matthew tells the famous story of the wise men from the east and the 
star that guided them to Bethlehem, where they worshipped Jesus and offered him gifts. Now, 
as you might imagine, there are several theories out there regarding the identity of these wise 
men and the explanation of this star. Some say the wise men are from Persia, others say 
Babylon, and others say somewhere else in the Arabian Peninsula. Some say the star was a 
comet, others say it was an alignment of the planets, and others say it was a supernova. You 
can read some detailed, thoughtful, explanations of all these views.  
 
But after some extensive study of the biblical text and reading several outstanding 
commentaries, I have come to this clear conclusion: No one actually knows who these guys 
were or how the star guided them to Jesus! Every different view is a guess at best. Some are 
very educated guesses. But they are still guesses. And that’s because Matthew doesn’t tell us 
the specific identity of these wise men, and he doesn’t give us a detailed explanation of this 
astronomical phenomenon. He has other intentions in this passage. And one of his clear 
intentions is to show us some of the first reactions to the birth of Jesus.  
 
In Matthew 2, we see that Jesus’s arrival produces different responses from different people. 
And the same thing is true today. So, here’s the question for us this morning. This Christmas, 
how are we going to respond to the news of Jesus’s birth? We are hearing how the eternal Son 
of God stepped into this world, in human flesh, on a mission to save his people from their sins.  
And we are being told that this is not just a nice story, some fictional fun to put us in a festive 
spirit, but a historical fact. 
 
It is news. It is good news! And it is good news that demands a response. So, as we walk 
through this passage today, I want to highlight three responses to the birth of Jesus, and I want 
you to honestly ask yourself, “What is my response?” In Matthew 2:1-12 we see… 
 
Three responses to the birth of Jesus 
 
And the first is… 
 
1. Fear 
 
Let’s pick up the story in verses 1-2: Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the 
days of Herod the king, behold, wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, saying “Where is 
he who has been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have come to 
worship him.” Cesar appointed Herod king over this region in 37 B.C. And as you read the 
history of Herod’s reign, you will find that everything he did as a ruler, he did to preserve his own 
power. 
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For example, one of his greatest accomplishments was the temple he rebuilt in Jerusalem. But 
it’s clear that he embarked on this project to gain favor with the Jews, not out of any real 
devotion to God. After all, he also built a temple for Cesar Augustus, encouraging idolatrous 
emperor worship to keep his favor with Rome as well! But Herod was not only religiously 
devious, politically and domestically. He was terribly corrupt. In many ways, he ruled like a mob 
boss. People who crossed him sometimes died “accidentally,” like one unfortunate priest Herod 
disliked who just happened to drown at Herod’s palace. He also had no problem pressing false 
charges against his enemies, leading to their execution, even when those enemies came from 
within his own family. 
 
Ever suspicious, and often paranoid, Herod had his first wife, his mother-in-law, his brother-in-
law, and some of his own sons killed on charges of sedition. He simply could not stand any 
threat to his power. So, you can imagine how he must have felt when these wise men appeared 
from the east, inquiring about a child born to be king, with a birth marked by a sign in the 
heavens. Verse 3 tells us, When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem 
with him. The word troubled can also be translated “unsettled,” “disturbed,” “afraid.” Herod 
feared losing control, he feared anyone who might pose a threat to his rule, and this fear often 
caused him to lash out in violent anger. If you read beyond this passage, you will see how the 
city of Bethlehem bore the brunt of that awful anger as Herod lashed out in cruelty to try and 
eliminate this newborn king. 
 
Now, sadly, knowing Herod’s history, that is what we would expect. But here’s a question that 
made me scratch my head a bit this week: Herod is troubled by the news of the birth of this king, 
but why is all of Jerusalem troubled with him? As you can imagine, Herod was not very popular. 
So, if a new king is coming, isn’t this good news? Why are all the people of Jerusalem also 
unsettled, disturbed, and afraid? Didn’t they want the Messiah to come? Didn’t they want to be 
delivered? Surely, they would have said, “yes!” But when he actually shows up, it seems they 
prefer peace under a tyrant over the turmoil that would lead to their salvation.  
 
You see, they know that Herod will rage against this new king. They know that if they stand 
opposed to Herod, they will face his rage as well. So, they hear the news of Jesus’s birth and 
they are troubled. They fear the disruption this news will bring to their city and to their lives. And 
here’s something that is always true: when Jesus shows up, he disrupts the status quo. No one 
who truly encounters Jesus can remain the same. And sometimes, the disruptions are difficult. 
 
Jesus knew this, and he told his disciples plainly that this would be the case. For example, in 
Matthew 10:34 Jesus says, I did not come to bring peace, but a sword. He is talking about some 
of the relational challenges that his followers experience. Some of you know very well how your 
commitment to Christ has resulted in strained, even broken relationships with family and friends. 
That’s hard. And in Matthew 10 Jesus goes on to talk about taking up our crosses and laying 
down our lives as we follow him. That means relinquishing our desire for control, submitting 
ourselves entirely to him, and allowing his will to guide and govern our daily lives no matter the 
cost. And that’s hard too. 
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C.S. Lewis once described the Christian life like a house that Jesus moves into. Some people 
think he comes to simply straighten things up a bit. They expect him to clean up a mess here 
and there, and maybe add some nice decorations, but not much more. But the problem is, we’re 
all fixer-uppers, and Jesus comes into our lives to do a complete renovation. So, he knocks 
down walls, and guts out rooms, because demolition is part of the process in making all things 
new. But that is a massive disruption! And for some people, the process is too daunting. So, 
they hear about Jesus, and they respond with fear. Maybe that’s you this morning. If you’re 
totally honest, your response to Jesus is fear because you know what it will cost if you let him 
into your life.  
 
Well, here’s my encouragement to you today: If you will entrust your life to Jesus, what you gain 
will far outweigh what you lose. Yes, you may lose relationships, but you will gain a right 
relationship with the person who matters most. You will be at peace with God! And he will never 
leave you and he will never forsake you. Yes, you will lose control of your life. But honestly, 
how’s it going being in charge? We simply do not have the wisdom, the resolve, or the power to 
live well on our own. We make foolish choices, we get stuck in sin, and we are incapable of 
earning our forgiveness or setting ourselves free.  
 
But Jesus came into the world to save us, to change us, and to bless us forever. There is a cost 
to following Christ, but what you gain will far outweigh what you lose. So, do not fear the 
disruption Jesus will bring, like all of Jerusalem did, when they were troubled by the news of his 
birth. That’s one response to the birth of Jesus.  
 
Here’s a second… 
 
2. Apathy 
 
Let’s continue the story in verse 4. Herod hears the wise men’s question about the child-born 
king. Then we read this: And assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he 
inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. Herod knows about the prophecies. He knows 
that the Scriptures proclaim that God will raise up the Christ, the Messiah, to sit upon the throne 
of an eternal kingdom. So, he calls the experts in the Scriptures to tell him where the Messiah is 
supposed to be born. He asks the chief priests and the scribes, the Bible scholars, and they 
know the answer immediately. Verses 5-6: They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is 
written by the prophet: “‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least 
among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who will shepherd my people Israel.’” 
 
You would not want to challenge these guys to a game of Bible trivia! They know the Scriptures 
inside and out, having memorized large sections, even entire books. And they know exactly 
where the Christ will be born. The book of Micah, Chapter 5, is clear: the great ruler of God’s 
people will come from Bethlehem. Bethlehem, king David’s hometown, will be the birthplace of 
king David’s greatest son. The chief priests and the scribes know this. So, they tell Herod. And 
they are right! Jesus, the Christ, the Messiah, has been born in Bethlehem. 
 
But here’s where their apathy is exposed: having heard from the wise men about the star 
signifying the birth of the Messiah, and knowing that the Messiah was to be born in Bethlehem, 
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what do they all do next? Nothing. The wise men go to find Jesus. The chief priests and the 
scribes all stay put. Why? We know they despised Herod. So it cannot be that they ignored this 
news out of some effort to express their allegiance to him. Maybe they didn’t believe the wise 
men. Maybe they doubted these foreigners and their interpretation of the night sky. But surely if 
they were eagerly anticipating the arrival of the Messiah, as they should have been, they could 
have made the 5-mile journey to Bethlehem to see if this was true! That’s like going from here to 
Woodfield mall. It’s not that far. Why not go and investigate? 
 
The best explanation is that they just don’t care. They are indifferent. They are apathetic. They 
know the Scriptures. They know all about the Messiah. But they do not demonstrate any desire 
to actually know the Messiah. And there’s a warning for us here. At The Orchard, we are known 
for our commitment to the Bible. There is a wonderful desire among us to know the Scriptures 
and sound doctrine. I love that about our church! But here’s something we must watch out for: 
For as much as we love to know the Bible, let’s always be sure that our deepest desire is to 
know the One whom the Bible reveals! Let’s always approach the Scriptures with an eager 
desire to know God, to know the Father, to know the Spirit, and to know the Son. 
 
And should we find apathy arising… Should we find, for example, that we hear the good news of 
Jesus born on Christmas day, and our honest response is indifference…Let’s not ignore that!  
Jesus has some strong words for apathetic believers. In Revelation 3:16, he speaks to a church 
full of people like this, saying, Because you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I will spit 
you out of my mouth. But Jesus also has an invitation for apathetic believers. In Revelation 
3:20, he says to that very same church, Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears 
my voice and opens the door, I will come in.  
 
So, friend, if for some reason apathy has crept its way into your spiritual life if you know the 
Scriptures but your desire to know the Savior has grown weak, hear this wonderful news today!  
He is just outside the door. He is knocking. He is ready to come into your heart again, afresh, 
today! Listen to his voice. Open the door. Invite him in. Practically, the way to do that is to pray.  
To pray along with the Psalmist who says, Restore to me the joy of your salvation! To pray like 
Paul, asking that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith—that you…may have strength to 
comprehend… what is the breadth and length and height and depth, and to know the love of 
Christ… Not just information about the love of Christ for his people, but the reality and the 
wonder of the love of Christ for you! 
 
Pray that fresh joy and renewed awe might replace the apathy in your heart. What a blessing 
that would be this Christmas! We’re seeing different responses to the birth of Jesus in this 
passage. Some respond in fear. Others in apathy. But lastly this morning, let’s focus on these 
wise men, who respond with… 
 
3. Worship  
 
Again, verses 1-2 tell us, After Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the 
king, behold, wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, saying, “Where is he who has been 
born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” I regret 
to inform you that some of our Christmas traditions about these men are mistaken. For example, 
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there’s the carol about them called “We Three Kings…” But, there is nothing in the text that 
indicates these men are kings, or that there are three of them! Then there’s our nativity scenes. 
A scene with Mary, Joseph, the baby, the shepherds, and the wise men all huddled together. 
We’ve got one in our family room. And yet, while it’s true that the shepherds visited Jesus the 
night he was born (Luke 2), these wise men had to travel from another country, meaning they 
most likely arrived much later. But listen, don’t throw away your nativity scene. If you want to 
make it a little more accurate, just keep the shepherds and the wise men separate! Maybe 
rotate them halfway through the Christmas season. So, for a few weeks you can have a Luke 2 
nativity with the shepherds, and then for a few weeks you can have a Matthew 2 nativity with the 
wise men.  
 
Now, notice why these wise men came. They saw a star that indicated the birth of a king, and 
they came to worship him. They know that this baby is worthy of honor, of praise, of worship.  
We don’t know how much they knew of the Scriptures or the prophecies about the Messiah.  
Although, given the presence of Jewish communities in several eastern regions at this time, it’s 
possible they knew something. But whatever they know, their desire is right, they want to 
worship him. This is a good reminder that you don’t need to know everything about Jesus before 
you begin to worship Jesus. You don’t have to have all your questions answered and all your 
uncertainties settled before you praise him. 
 
These wise men are ready to worship, but they need to find Jesus first. And notice how they find 
him. Their journey begins with a star rising. Again, we don’t know what exact astronomical 
phenomenon they observed, but it led them to start seeking after Jesus. And many people have 
stories of coming to faith that begin like this. Some beauty in the creation, some experience, 
leads a person to wonder, who is the maker of this world? What is the meaning of this life? And 
the journey begins. 
 
But for these wise men, the star only brings them to Jerusalem, where they need to ask for help.  
And where do they find clear direction? From the Scriptures! The Bible points them to 
Bethlehem. And anyone looking for the truth about Jesus will need to look here as well. The 
Word of God reveals the truth about God. The Scriptures are the source of real wisdom and the 
only source that will lead us to salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. The wise men gain clarity 
from the Scriptures and then they go to Bethlehem. Actually, they are sent to Bethlehem.  
Verses 7-8 tell us, Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them 
what time the star had appeared. And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search 
diligently for the child, and when you have found him, bring me word, that I too may come and 
worship him.”  He’s lying.  
 
He has no intention of worshipping Jesus. He wants to eliminate this rival to the throne, and he 
sends these unsuspecting wise men to gather the intel. However, God will protect his Son. And 
at the end of the story, he warns the wise men to avoid Herod and return home by another 
route. But before they went home, notice how they finally found Jesus. Verse 9: After listening to 
the king, they went on their way. And behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went 
before them until it came to rest over the place where the child was. What brings them to the 
conclusion of their journey? God sends the star, a supernatural light, and brings them to the 
Savior. 
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Now this is a great story, but it might seem like a world away from our experience. And yet, 
here’s the most amazing thing: God continues to do this for his people today! He brings us to 
Jesus through a supernatural light. Not a supernatural light shining in the sky, but through a 
supernatural light shining in our very hearts. 2 Corinthians 4:6 describes the conversion of every 
believer like this: God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” has shown in our hearts to 
give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 
 
Christian, why do you believe in Jesus? How did you find him? How did you see him for who he 
truly is? God shined a supernatural light into the darkness of your heart and showed you the 
Savior! You have a unique story of the journey that brought you to Jesus. But somewhere along 
the way, someone opened the Bible for you and told you the truth about Jesus. And God said, 
“Let there be light,” revealing the truth of Jesus to your heart, giving you the gift of faith. 
 
So now, how do you respond? Just like these wise men! And we’ll end here today… 
Verses 10-11: When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. And going into 
the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. 
Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. This is 
the right response to the birth of Jesus. This is what to do when you’ve seen the light of the 
glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.  
 
Rejoice exceedingly with great joy! You have found the Savior of the world! You have found the 
Savior of your soul! And fall down in worship! Give him your reverence and respect. Offer him 
your treasures, your time, your talents, your very life. Serve the Savior. Worship the King. 
Whether you found Jesus today or 50 years ago, this is the right response on Christmas day 
and every day of our lives. 
 
 
 
 


