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Let’s keep our Bibles open right there at Mathew, Chapter 1. As we begin this Advent season, 
we’re going to take three weeks to walk through the beginning of Matthew’s Gospel. And my 
plan, Lord willing, is that this will be the beginning of a journey through this entire Gospel, a 
journey that may take us a few years to complete. Now, that does not mean that the only 
preaching you’ll hear for the next few years will be on Matthew! But from time to time, I hope to 
return to this Gospel. Matthew is a masterpiece. It is history at its finest. It is the wonderful truth 
about Jesus told through a riveting story. And like many other good stories, the opening line 
sets the tone for everything that follows.  
 
Great literature is full of great opening lines…sentences that alert the reader to what they can 
expect to find in the rest of the book. For example, Leo Tolstoy’s Anna Karenina begins like this, 
“Happy families are all alike; unhappy families are all unhappy in their own way.” You read that 
and you think, I am about to read a sad story. Or take Jane Austen’s Pride & Prejudice. It begins 
like this: “It is a truth universally acknowledged, that a single man in possession of a good 
fortune must be in want of a good wife.” You read that and you think, I am about to read a love 
story. Or one more: George Orwell’s 1984. “It was a bright cold day in April, and the clocks were 
striking thirteen.” You read that and you think, I am about to read a strange story. 
 
Well, here’s Matthew’s opening line. Matthew 1:1: The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, 
the son of David, the son of Abraham. What does that tell you? First, that tells you, “I am about 
to read a Bible story.” Now that may sound like the most obvious thing you’ve ever heard in a 
sermon. The pastor just opened the Bible and said, “This is a Bible story!” Yes, but here’s what 
I’m getting at: When Matthew wrote this, before the New Testament as we know it existed, he 
intended his readers to say, “This is a Bible story!” The opening words, “The book of the 
genealogy,” could be translated, “The book of genesis.” Matthew is saying, “This is another 
book of Genesis. Another beginning in God’s story.” 
 
But Matthew is not saying, “Out with the old, in with the new.” “You can throw out the Old 
Testament and read this instead.” No. Again and again in this Gospel, Matthew will show us that 
the story he tells is a continuation and a culmination of the story that started “in the beginning” 
when “God created the heavens and the earth.” His opening line tells us this is a Bible story. It 
also tells us this is a historical story. Some people want to argue that the Bible is nothing more 
than a myth, a collection of fables, not facts. Well, that’s not how Matthew introduces his book. 
From the start, this doesn’t sound like a myth. It sounds more like something you’d find on 
ancestry.com! 
 
Matthew introduces Jesus as the son of David, the son of Abraham. And in the following verses 
he traces Jesus’s family background through a genealogy. He is showing us how the story of 
Jesus fits into the history of Israel. And he wants us to see that the arrival of Jesus is the 
climactic moment of Israel’s history, and all human history for that matter, which is why he 
repeatedly refers to Jesus as “the Christ.” 
 
In verse 1, he says this is the book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ. In verse 16, Matthew 
reminds us that Jesus is called Christ. And in verse 17, he simply refers to him as The Christ.  
The word Christ comes from the Greek translation of the Hebrew word Messiah. And the 
Messiah was the one God’s people were waiting for in Matthew’s day, the one God promised to 
send, the one who would bring blessing to his people forever and ever. And from the first verse 



of his Gospel, Matthew tells us that Jesus is the Messiah. It is quite the opening line! It tells us 
that we are about to read a biblical, historical account of the Christ, the Messiah, who fulfills 
God’s promise to his people. And this morning, I want you to see what that promise entails, how 
it is fulfilled in Jesus, and what it means for all of us.  
 
I hope this will help us approach this Christmas with a fresh sense of awe and wonder at the 
faithfulness and the grace God has shown us by sending his Son into the world. In verse 1, 
Matthew highlights Abraham and David. He does this because Abraham and David received 
promises from God, promises about the coming Messiah. So, let’s begin by going back briefly to 
each of their stories and what God said to them. 
 
We’ll start with… 
 
1. The Promise to Abraham  
 
Matthew 1:1 tells us that Jesus is the son of Abraham. If you grew up in church, that may not 
sound too surprising. After all, Father Abraham had many sons. Many sons had Father 
Abraham. I am one of them. And so are you. So, let’s all praise the Lord! But Matthew is not 
simply saying that Jesus is “a son of Abraham.” He is not just pointing out that Jesus belongs to 
the people of God. He is declaring that Jesus is the son of Abraham. Jesus is the greatest son 
of Abraham. He is the most important son of Abraham. He is the long-awaited son of Abraham.  
 
To see the significance of this, let’s go back to what God promised Abraham, long before Jesus 
came into the world. The promise comes in Genesis, Chapter 12, and it is… 
 

A. A promise of blessing for all nations 
 
Listen to Genesis 12:1-3: Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your 
kindred and your father’s house to the land that I will show you. And I will make of you a 
great nation, and I will bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a 
blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors you I will curse, and in 
you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” This promise comes just 12 chapters 
into the Bible story. God’s good creation has fallen into corruption because of humanity’s 
sin. Everything is looking desperate and dark. But then God speaks to Abram. He 
promises to bless Abram. And he promises that by blessing Abram, he will bless all the 
nations of the earth. 
 
Notice that from the very beginning of the Bible story, we encounter a God who is 
determined to bless humanity, despite our sin and our rebellion against him. So, don’t let 
anyone tell you the God of the Old Testament is a God of anger, while the God of the 
New Testament is a God of peace. There is one God. He has been and he always will 
be merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love. He tells 
Abraham in Genesis 12, “I am going to bless all nations, and I am going to do this 
through you.” The question is, how will this happen? Well, in Genesis 22, God gets a 
little more specific, and he says that this promise will be fulfilled through one of 
Abraham’s descendants, one of his offspring. 
 
B. A promise fulfilled in one offspring 
 
In Genesis 22:18 God says, In your offspring shall all the nations of the earth be 
blessed. Now, the word “offspring” is like the word “fish.” It’s the same in both the 



singular and the plural. If you’re at a lake and someone points at the water and says, 
“Look, fish!” you have no idea if they mean one or many until you look. And when God 
says the nations will be blessed through Abraham’s offspring, does he mean one, or 
many? God could be saying to Abraham, “Your offspring (plural), your descendants, will 
bless all the nations of the earth.” Or, God could be saying to Abraham, “Your offspring 
(singular), one particular descendant, will bless all the nations of the earth.” 
 
How do we decide? Well, you can find arguments for either translation. But the 
commentator I respect most on these matters, argues that God is pointing to one of 
Abraham’s offspring. The commentator I’m referring to is a native Hebrew speaker, 
trained by the very best biblical scholars in Jerusalem, earning the highest honors in all 
his studies. You may have heard of him. His name is Paul. And in his commentary on 
God’s promise to Abraham, he says this: Now the promises were made to Abraham and 
to his offspring. It does not say, “And to offsprings,” referring to many, but referring to 
one, “And to your offspring,” who is Christ. (Galatians 3:16) So, in the book of Genesis, 
God promised to bless all the nations of the earth through the Christ, through the 
Messiah. That was the promise given to Abraham.  
 
And Matthew wants us to remember this promise as we begin to read his Gospel. He 
also wants us to remember… 

 
2. The Promise to David  
 
Again, Matthew 1:1 begins with these words: The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the 
son of David, the son of Abraham. Jesus is a son of David, born into David’s family. But he is 
not just a son of David. He is the son of David. Jesus is the greatest son of David. He is the 
most important son of David. He is the long-awaited son of David. To see the significance of 
this, let’s go back to what God promised David, long before Jesus came into the world. David 
was Israel’s greatest king in the Old Testament.  He was also the recipient of one of God’s 
greatest promises. 
 
To David, God made… 
 

A. A promise of an everlasting kingdom 
  
In 2 Samuel 7, God tells David, When your days are fulfilled and you lie down with your 
fathers… your house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever before me. Your 
throne shall be established forever. “David,” God says, “You are going to die someday. 
But know this, you are the first king of a great dynasty that I will establish and protect 
forever.” Your kingdom will be an everlasting kingdom. (2 Samuel 7:12, 16) 
 
Now, one commentator points out that, “There are two ways in which God could give 
David an eternal [kingdom]. It could be that every descendant would be successful in 
producing a male heir - something that has always created problems for every human 
royal house. Or it could be that someday, a descendant would be born who would never 
die.”1 And this is what God intended. God’s promise was not for an eternal series of 
kings, but one eternal king. 
 
 

 
1 Gentry & Wellum, Kingdom Through Covenant, (Wheaton, IL, Crossway 2018), 479. 



B. A promise fulfilled in one eternal king 
 
This becomes clear in Isaiah 9, where the prophet declares, For to us a child is born, to 
us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be 
called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the 
increase of his government and of peace there will be no end, on the throne of David 
and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness 
from this time forth and forevermore. (Isaiah 9:6-7) 
 
This is good news. Our world longs for stable, honorable, righteous leadership! And God 
says, through the prophet Isaiah, that is precisely the kind of leadership he will provide. 
A King will come, a King worthy of the title “Mighty God” and “Prince of Peace.” He will 
come from David’s family, to sit on David’s throne, and he will reign forever. And by 
fulfilling his promise to David, God will fulfill his promise to Abraham. This eternal king 
will also be the offspring of Abraham, and he will bring blessing to all nations. Isaiah 
says, of the increase of his government and of peace there will be no end. In other 
words, his wonderful rule will extend to the ends of the earth.  
 
Friends, this is the promise of the Old Testament in a nutshell. Humanity rebelled 
against the Lord. We deserve his curse, not his kindness. But in his mercy God 
promised to bless the nations through one of Abraham’s offspring, through one of 
David’s descendants, who will reign as king forever. And Matthew wants to put all of this 
on the forefront of our minds at the outset of his Gospel. But before he shows us the 
fulfillment of God’s promise, he also wants us to remember that there was a time when 
all of God’s people were wondering, has the promised failed? 

 
3. The Promise Failed? 
 
The genealogy in Matthew 1 has three sections. The first takes us from Abraham to David. The 
second takes us from David to Jechoniah. And the third takes us from Jechoniah to Jesus. And 
we shouldn’t move too fast past Jechoniah. Here’s what Matthew tells us about his moment in 
history. Matthew 1:11 mentions Josiah the father of Jechoniah and his brothers, at the time of 
the deportation to Babylon. The deportation to Babylon marked one of the darkest days for the 
people of God. In 586 B.C. the Babylonian king Nebuchadnezzar laid siege to Jerusalem, 
conquered the city, and sent the people into captivity. 
 
Why did this happen? Well, the people rejected the Lord. They filled the land with idols and 
devoted themselves to false gods. And this was not a one-off mistake. It was a pattern for 
generations. And God warned his people through the prophets that if they continued in this 
rebellion it would end in disaster. But they would not listen. 2 Chronicles 36:15-17 says this, The 
LORD, the God of their fathers, sent persistently to them by his messengers, because he had 
compassion on his people and on his dwelling place. But they kept mocking the messengers of 
God, despising his words and scoffing at his prophets, until the wrath of the LORD rose against 
his people, until there was no remedy. Therefore he brought up against them the king of the 
Chaldeans… [And] He gave them all into his hand. 
God made wonderful promises, but his people fell into flagrant sin. And so, God gave them up 
to their enemies. The throne of David was defeated, the people of Abraham were exiled, and 
that it looked like all of God’s promises had utterly failed. But God always delivers on his 
promises. And after 70 years in Babylon, God brought his people back, and hope began to grow 
once again.  
 



Will the offspring of Abraham finally come to bless the nations? Will the descendant of David 
finally come to sit on his eternal throne? Will God send the Christ? Matthew’s answer, which he 
will explain and expand upon for the rest of this book, is “Yes!” The promise is fulfilled! 
 
4. The Promise Fulfilled 
 
In Matthew 1:16 we read of Jacob the father of Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom Jesus 
was born, who is called Christ. God kept his word. The Christ has come. 
 

• He is the son of David. 
• He is the son of Abraham. 
• He is the fulfillment of God’s promise. 

 
And his name is Jesus. He is the Messiah, the one who brings blessings to all the nations, and 
that is why we celebrate Christmas. He came to bless us! “All the nations” is a broad category. 
We fit in there! So, as we reflect on the arrival of Christ this Advent season, as we look at the 
story of his birth the next few weeks, we will find reason after reason to rejoice in him. But with 
the remainder of our time today, let me offer you two reasons to rejoice, especially in light of 
what we see in Jesus’s genealogy. 
 
Two Reasons to Rejoice: 
 
1. Rejoice in God’s faithfulness 
 
Matthew sums up his genealogy in verse 17. He writes, So all the generations from Abraham to 
David were fourteen generations, and from David to the deportation to Babylon fourteen 
generations, and from the deportation to Babylon to the Christ fourteen generations. 
 
This is the history of God’s people in three parts: 

• Part 1 leads up to king David 
• Part 2 leads up to the exile in Babylon 
• Part 3 leads up to the coming of Christ 

 
And you can think of each part like a different time in a day. The time leading up to king David is 
like the morning. The sun is rising. God is making great promises and everything seems to be 
getting brighter and brighter. Then, the time leading up to the exile in Babylon is like the 
afternoon. The sun is dropping in the sky and thick clouds are rolling in all around. And then, the 
time from the exile to the arrival of Christ is like the night. The sun is hidden from sight and 
everything is wrapped in darkness. Even after the people returned from exile, there was no king 
on David’s throne and no sign that Abraham’s offspring was coming soon. 
 
So, Matthew Henry writes, hope was “declining and growing less and less, dwindling into the 
family of a poor carpenter, [but] then Christ shines forth.” The sun rises! Hope returns! The 
Christ has come! Friends, this is the good news of Christmas: no matter how dark things look, in 
this world, in your life, God is faithful! Perhaps your hope in him has been declining recently, 
growing less and less, dwindling. Allow the story of God’s faithfulness to his promise that we’ve 
seen today assure you that he will be faithful to you!  
 
Think of the sun again. The truth is the sun shines just as brightly in the middle of a clear day as 
it does during a terrible storm or the middle of the night. It only looks different from our 



perspective. And in the same way, God’s faithfulness to us in Christ never falters and never 
fails. But some of you are in the storms of suffering today, or the darkness of grief, and you’re 
struggling to see. Well, look at his faithfulness to Abraham and David. He kept his word to them; 
he will keep his word to you. Ask him to help you to rejoice in his faithfulness this Christmas.  
 
And second… 
 
2. Rejoice in God’s grace 
 
We already saw that even Israel’s persistent rebellion, culminating in exile, did not cause God to 
cancel his promises. No, when we are faithless, he remains faithful. And, if we had time we 
could walk through the story of every person on this genealogy and point out the ways in which 
they personally fell short of God’s standards. They are all sinners. And Matthew seems to be 
intentionally reminding us that they are all sinners. In verse 3 he mentions that Judah was the 
father of Perez and Zerah by Tamar. This is not a flattering story to remember from the time of 
the patriarchs.  
 
One of our kids favorite Bible story books is “The Biggest Story” by Kevin DeYoung. And when 
DeYoung gets to the story of Judah and Tamar he simply says, “Judah did such dumb stuff we 
don’t even want to talk about it.” Matthew wants us to remember that Judah was a sinner. Then, 
in verse 6 he mentions that David was the father of Solomon by the wife of Uriah. David stole 
Uriah’s wife, committing adultery, and attempting to cover it all up by murdering Uriah himself.  
Matthew wants us to remember that David was a sinner. Then, there’s the line of kings that 
comes after David. And their stories are marred by mistakes and downright evil. D.A. Carson 
writes, “About half of the kings listed in the genealogy… were truly wicked… [And] with the 
exception of Josiah, even Israel’s noble kings committed great sins.” 
 
So, why highlight these men? Why highlight these deeply flawed people in Jesus’s family 
history? Why not try and paint a prettier picture of the family into which the Son of God was 
born? Because their failures remind us precisely why Jesus was born. 1 Timothy 1:15: The 
saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to 
save sinners. 
 
Some of you are wondering if there’s a place in God’s story for you, because you are painfully 
aware of your sin. Rejoice in the good news of Christmas! Jesus came into a sinful world, into a 
family of sinful people, in order to save sinners like you and me! Well, I want you to see that 
there is good news for you to rejoice in this Christmas! 
 
Jesus stepped into this sinful world. He was born into a family of sinful people. And he came in 
order to save sinners like Judah and David and you and me! He was born to die, to pay for our 
sin and secure our pardon. And he rose again to reign as king forever and bless all the nations 
of the earth. And he offers the blessing of forgiveness and eternal life to you as a gift to be 
received by faith. That is how Jesus blesses the nations. That is how Jesus blesses his people. 
That is how Jesus can bless you. Trust in him. Receive the gift of his grace this Christmas. And 
rejoice! 
 
 
 


