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Introduction:  
 

• As we come to this last sermon, on staying faithful in a strange new world.  
o You may STILL be wondering, how you can stand firm like Daniel, Meshach, 

Shadrach, and Abednego.  
o Because Daniel and his friends seem so perfect, don’t they? So faithful and bold 

and flawless.  
o They refrained from the king’s food and wine, not letting the world influence 

their decisions.  
o They were willing to be thrown into the fiery furnace and the lion’s den, willing 

to suffer, even to die for God’s truth.  
o And they greatly influenced their world, being salt and light to kings and rulers, 

even leading nations to worship God.   
 

• But looking at your life, you may see sin that continues to bring you shame, you may 
experience failure when you tried so hard to serve the Lord, you may feel fear that 
continues to discourage your heart.  

o Are you still doubting how you can stay faithful, in such a harsh and sinful and 
broken world?  

o What Daniel and his friends did may feel out of reach for you, and we may never 
be as flawless as they were.  

o But if all you’ve heard these past 5 weeks, is that you need to follow Daniel’s 
example to be faithful, then you’ve missed the awesome message of this book.  

o Because the book of Daniel wasn’t written to point out the faithfulness of God’s 
people. 

o It was written to show the power of a faithful God, who saves his people.  
o In fact, the reason the people were in Babylon, was because they turned away 

from him, and continued in their sin.  
o But in this book, we see the Lord, not abandoning his people, but bringing his 

people back. 
o And in the last message, I want to show, how you CAN stay faithful, how you 

WILL stay faithful, because of the saving power of Jesus Christ.  
 

• Our story, this morning, begins in a new kingdom.  
o Daniel is no longer under the rule of the king of Babylon, but now under Darius, 

the Persian king.  
o If you remember from last week, Darius came, and defeated Belshazzar, as well 

his father, King Nabonidus, officially ending the Babylonian Empire.  
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o But what’s amazing is the fact that, even in his old age, Daniel is still serving in 
the king’s court.  

o In verse 1, we’re told that Darius set 120 satraps or rulers over the kingdom, and 
three higher ranking officials were set over them, of whom Daniel was one.  

o And the reason the king did this, was so that, as we see inverse 2, he might not 
suffer loss.  

o So he wouldn’t lose money or lose any land from all his kingdom.  
 
1. Distinguished  
 

• What’s even more incredible is that the king had it in his heart to set Daniel over all the 
kingdom. 

o Verse 3 states, “Then this Daniel became distinguished above all the other high 
officials and satraps, because an excellent spirit was in him. And the king 
planned to set him over the whole kingdom.” Daniel 6:3 

o Daniel was distinguished among all the officials and administrators of the land.  
o And the king planned to put him in charge of the whole kingdom.  
o But what was it that made Daniel so distinguished, so exceptional? 
o We’re told, it’s because he had an excellent spirit within him.  
o In other words, Daniel worked hard at what he did, he perfected his craft, he 

continued to grow, he strove for excellence in what he did, he had an excellent 
spirit.  
 

• The Lord has called us to share the good news of Jesus Christ, that’s how we influence 
the world.  

o But the Lord has also called us to influence the world, as we seek the welfare of 
the city.  

o That’s what Jeremiah wrote to Daniel in a letter, in Jeremiah chapter 29 verse 7.  
o He states, “But seek the welfare of the city where I have sent you into exile…for 

in its welfare you will find your welfare.” Jeremiah 29:7 
o And the way you do this is by pursuing excellence in your work, in your 

companies, and schools, and stores, and hospitals, in whatever you do.  
o Being the person that goes the extra mile to fix the problem, or to spend the 

time to help the child who needs extra help, to grow and learn so that we can 
make things more efficient, to perfect your craft.   
 

• And notice what happened because of Daniel’s spirit of excellence. 
o He was able to gain more influence and more responsibility.  
o Now, I’m not saying every time you work with excellence, you’ll be promoted.  
o But the Lord teaches that “those who are faithful with little, will also be 

entrusted with greater things.” Luke 16:10-11 
o With greater responsibility and greater influence.  

 
• And notice Daniel’s motive.  
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o It’s clear that Daniel worked, not to gain more power, to further his career.  
o He pursued excellence, to truly seek the welfare of the city.  
o He worked for the benefit of others, and he did it for the Lord.  
o And because of this, he was favored and distinguished by the king, even bringing 

glory to the name of God.  
o The Lord doesn’t just call pastors and missionaries, but the Lord has called all of 

you, to where you are, to do excellent work.  
o So that might you seek the welfare of others, so that you can more greatly 

influence this world, so that you might bring glory and honor to his name.  
o I’m not sure what the Lord has called you to do, but in “whatever you do, work 

at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord.” Colossians 3:23 (NIV) 
o And may the Lord increase your influence in this world.  

 
2. Despised 
 

• But here’s the thing, when you work hard, though some will bless you, there are others 
who will despise you. 

o That’s exactly what happened with Daniel.  
o Verse 6 states, “Then these high officials and satraps came by agreement to the 

king and said to him, “O King Darius, live forever!” Daniel 6:6 
o Because they were jealous, the other rulers and leaders came to an agreement, 

that means they conspired together against Daniel.  
o At first, they tried to find dirt on Daniel, but they couldn’t find anything, since 

Daniel was a righteous man.  
o So, they went to the king and said to him, “All the leaders and rulers are agreed, 

that anyone who prays to another god except to you, for the next 30 days 
should be thrown into the fire.” 

o They knew that Daniel was devoted to his God, and so they set a trap to take him 
down.  
 

• As believers, we’re called to be salt and light, to be compassionate, to build bridges, to 
love our neighbor, to seek the welfare of others.  

o But as we seek to love those around us, we’re reminded here, that there are 
times when the world may turn on us.  

o It’s true that the church needs to work hard at being a welcoming place, for all 
people, where we show grace and kindness.  

o At the same time, it’s also true, that no matter how hard we try, it’ll also be a 
place, despised by many in the world.  

o That why Jesus states, “If you were of the world, the world would love you as its 
own; but because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, 
therefore the world hates you.” John 15:19 

o I know it doesn’t feel good when shunned by others, when you’re not invited to 
the get together, when others talk behind our back, when others don’t respect 
your faith.  



 4 

o But when despised by others, let’s remember that the world also hated Jesus, 
even though he gave his life for them.  

o And no servant is greater than his master.  
o Sometimes as followers of Christ, when we’re hated by others, it’s not a sign that 

we’re doing something wrong, it’s a sign that we’re doing something right.  
 

• After hearing that the decree was signed, we’re told that Daniel went to his house, 
where the window was open toward Jerusalem, and he prayed.  

o Couldn’t Daniel just have closed the window for 30 days? 
o Is he trying to rebuke these rulers and leaders who’re trying to target him, by 

rubbing it in their face?  
o And plus, doesn’t Jesus command in Matthew chapter 6 verse 6, that we’re to 

pray in our room with the door shut, because the Father rewards those who pray 
in secret?  

o What in the world is Daniel doing here? 
o Is Daniel acting in vengeance against these rulers? 

 
• Daniel isn’t acting in vengeance, rather he’s praying so that’s God’s people might be 

saved.  
o Daniel knew the law inside out, and he knows there’s nothing he can do to 

change the king’s decree. 
o We’ll see that even the king himself can’t do anything to change his own decree.  
o That’s why he doesn’t go to the king for help.  
o Rather, Daniel prays, he goes to the only one who can save.  
o In desperation, he goes to the Lord, hoping that God will deliver his people from 

exile, before his death, because this could be it for him, and so he prays for his 
people.  

o In fact, we know that Daniel was praying for the deliverance of God’s people, 
because Daniel’s prayer is recorded in Daniel chapter 9.  

o Listen to what he says: “In the first year of his reign (that is King Darius), I, 
Daniel…turned my face to the Lord God, seeking him by prayer and pleas for 
mercy with fasting and sackcloth and ashes. I prayed to the LORD my God and 
made confession… we have sinned and done wrong and acted wickedly and 
rebelled, turning aside from your commandments and rules…O Lord, hear; O 
Lord, forgive. O Lord, pay attention and act. Delay not, for your own sake, O my 
God, because your city and your people are called by your name.” Daniel 9:2-19 
 

• That’s why he opened the window and prayed toward Jerusalem.  
o His window wasn’t open so that he could stick it to his enemies, he prayed with 

the window open to Jerusalem, because that’s what God commanded his people 
to do.  

o If God’s people were being punished because of their sin, in 1 Kings chapter 8, 
the Lord commands the people to pray toward the temple, to Jerusalem, and he 
would come and forgive their sin.   
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o He’s going to be thrown in the den of lions, and in his last moments, he’s doing 
everything in his power, to intercede for God’s people.  
 

• And isn’t this exactly what Jesus did, right before his death.  
o He knew he was going to the grave, so he prayed for his disciples.  
o Praying earnestly, even sweating drops of blood.  
o And do you remember what he told Peter? 
o He told him, “Simon, Simon, behold, Satan demanded to have you, that he 

might sift you like wheat, but I have prayed for you that your faith may not 
fail.” Luke 22:31-32 

o Do you wonder how you might be faithful in this world? 
o You can be faithful, because Christ is praying for you, and he’s prayed, so that 

you might not fail.  
 
3. Disciplined  
 

• After seeing Daniel pray, the rulers and leaders go and report to the king, his 
disobedience.  

o And they remind the king that Daniel must be disciplined, that must be cast into 
the den of lions. 

o Verses 15 and 16: Then these men came by agreement to the king and said to 
the king, “Know, O king, that it is a law of the Medes and Persians that 
no injunction or ordinance that the king establishes can be changed.” Then the 
king commanded, and Daniel was brought and cast into the den of lions. Daniel 
6:15-16 

o But interestingly, we’re told that the king was much distressed because of this.  
o He didn’t want Daniel to die.  

 
• What’s so sad is that this could’ve all been prevented if Darius saw through the 

deception of the rulers.  
o These rulers, these devils showed him how all the kingdoms of the world would 

bow down to him, and how he would get all the glory.  
o And blinded by his pride, he fell into their trap, and he couldn’t save the servant 

he truly cared about.  
o In fact, we’re told in verse 14 that “the king set his mind on delivering Daniel. 

And he labored till the sun went down to rescue him.” Daniel 6:14 
o But this king couldn’t do anything to help Daniel, he was powerless against his 

own law.  
o If only there was a humble king, who would reject evil schemes, if only there was 

a king whose labor could save his people, if only there was a king who could 
overcome the power of the law.   
 

• Unfortunately, there was nothing this king could do.  
o And so, Daniel is lowered into the lion’s den.  
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o What’s interesting is that we’re told the king spent the night fasting, that no 
diversions were brought to him, and that he couldn’t sleep.  

o There’s an important lesson, the Bible is teaching us here.  
o And it becomes clear when we compare this story, with the story of Shadrach, 

Meshach, and Abednego in chapter 3.  
o In that story, King Nebuchadnezzar was furious because these men didn’t 

worship the statue he had made, and he wanted them to die, he wasn’t trying to 
save them at all, but trying his best to kill them.  

o But in chapter 6, the parallel story to chapter 3, King Darius is trying everything 
in his power to save Daniel, he’s working until sundown, fasting, and even losing 
sleep. 

o Yet even this good king can’t save.  
o This story is showing that not even good kings are able to save God’s people.  
o Someone might think, “If we just had the right laws, the right rulers, the right 

people in power, then God’s people could be delivered.” 
o But Daniel chapter 6 makes it clear, that the law condemns, that no power in this 

world can deliver, that even good rulers are powerless.  
o This doesn’t mean that we shouldn’t seek good laws or good rulers.  
o Good laws do restrain evil. 
o But at the end of the day, earthly rulers bad or good, are powerless to bring life.  

 
4. Delivered  
 

• After Daniel is lowered into the lions, we’re told that a stone was laid over the mouth of 
the den.  

o The Bible is letting us know that there wasn’t any way he could escape.  
o He couldn’t sneak out when the guards fell asleep or when it became dark.  
o The stone was laid, and it was sealed with the king’s signet, so that nothing could 

be changed regarding Daniel’s sentence.  
o He was trapped with the lions.  

 
• Then at daybreak, we’re told the king went in haste to the den of lions and he cried out 

in anguish, “Has your God delivered you?” Daniel 6:19-20 
o It was the custom, that anyone who survived, during the night, would be 

declared innocent of their crime.  
o That’s why Daniel declares his innocence, “Daniel said to the king, “O king, live 

forever! My God sent his angel and shut the lions' mouths, and they have not 
harmed me, because I was found blameless before him; and also before you, O 
king, I have done no harm.” Daniel 6:21-22 

o What’s important to know, is that these are the only words that Daniel speaks in 
all of chapter 6.  

o The rulers and leaders are conspiring, the king is in anguish and yelling and 
crying.  
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o But Daniel declares, “My God sent his angel…and they have not harmed me.” 
Daniel 6:21 

o That’s all he says.  
 

• Bible scholars point out the lack of action and dialogue on Daniel’s part.  
o The rulers and leaders are digging up dirt, conspiring, going back and forth 

reminding the king of his duty to execute Daniel, evening spying on Daniel at his 
home to watch his actions, trying to execute their plan.  

o And the king is shown much distressed, laboring until sundown, losing his sleep, 
fasting through the night, and calling out to Daniel in anguish.  

o Everybody in the story is busy doing and saying stuff.  
o Except for Daniel, he just prays.  
o And once he’s delivered, he just declares, “God sent an angel, and I am not 

harmed.” Daniel 6:21 
 

• Do you see what the Lord is showing us here, the confidence we can have him? 
o The evil one, your enemies in this world may scheme, and plan, and work hard, 

night and day, trying to bring you down.  
o Trying to discourage you and ruin you and destroy you.  
o And sometimes awful things can happen to us.  
o Sometimes like Daniel, we may experience gossip, and the pit, and the lions.  
o But the Lord is saying to us, if we trust and believe in him, he will deliver us, he 

will rescue us, because he’s our shield, he’s our savior.  
 
Conclusion:  
 

• This king was tempted by the rulers and leaders, who offered him praise from all the 
peoples of the world. 

o He fell into their trap.  
o But Jesus is the king, who saw through the schemes of the devil, and he did not 

fall into temptation in the wilderness.  
o This king was helpless against the law, he labored and fasted, losing his sleep, 

but even as king, he could do nothing to reverse the requirements of the law.   
o But Jesus is the king, who fulfilled the law.  
o And all this king could do, was wait to see what would happen to his servant.  
o But Jesus is the king, who entered the pit in our place.  
o And dying in our place, he bore on himself, the full wrath of God, so that the 

righteous requirements of the law might be fulfilled in us.  
o And after three days, he rolled the stone away, and rose from the grave, giving 

victory for his people.  
o Jesus is the King who can truly save, and through his work, you have been 

delivered.  
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• Are you discouraged by your sin today, do you feel inadequate in your serving, weak in 
your faith, fearful, wondering if you can stand firm in our world today.  

o If that is you, the Lord is saying to you today, that you can stand firm, because 
Jesus is the King, who has and will deliver his people. 

o And he’s telling you to keep going, to keep fighting, to keep persevering in your 
faith.  

o Because he has prayed for you, so that your faith will not fail.  
o Because he died for you, so that nothing can separate you from his love.  
o Because he rose from the grave, giving you eternal life in the coming kingdom.  
o Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will, you will, persevere.  

 
• Let me close with Psalm 121 (NIV) 

o I lift up my eyes to the mountains— 
    where does my help come from? 
2 My help comes from the LORD, 
    the Maker of heaven and earth. 

o 3 He will not let your foot slip— 
    he who watches over you will not slumber; 
4 indeed, he who watches over Israel 
    will neither slumber nor sleep. 

o 5 The LORD watches over you— 
    the LORD is your shade at your right hand; 
6 the sun will not harm you by day, 
    nor the moon by night. 

o 7 The LORD will keep you from all harm— 
    he will watch over your life; 
8 the LORD will watch over your coming and going 
    both now and forevermore. 

 


