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Introduction:  
 
• All of us will face times in our lives when we need to wait on the Lord.  

o Because though you may feel ready to start a family, or to start a business, or 
move careers, or get married, or purchase a home, as things get going, doors 
may begin to close, and the Lord may ask you to wait.  

o To slow things down. 
o There are times, when you’ll need to wait for healing, physically from sickness in 

the body, or even emotionally from pain in the soul.  
o When you need to wait for a trial to pass, or a hardship to end, or for a burden to 

lift, or for an answer to what’s next.  
o Perhaps you’re waiting on the Lord today, wondering when and how the Lord 

will answer you.  
 

• As we come to Daniel chapter 5, we see a man who’s been waiting for 70 years.   
o Daniel is no longer a young teenager, but now somewhere in his 80’s.  
o And since the time of Nebuchadnezzar, he’s seen 3 Babylonian kings come and 

go.  
o And now, Babylon is under the rule of two wicked kings, Nabonidus and his son, 

Belshazzar.  
o From archeological records, we know that Nabonidus was away from Babylon for 

several years, so he had his son, Belshazzar rule as a deputy king in Babylon. 
o Can you imagine what Daniel was thinking after all these years?  
o Daniel had received a letter from the prophet Jeremiah that after 70 years, the 

Lord would bring judgement to Babylon.  
o That God would allow his people to return to their land and their homes.   
o And hoping in God’s promise, he was waiting for 70 years, faithfully serving the 

Lord, waiting patiently for the Lord.  
 

• I know waiting can be hard, and I know it’s not always easy.  
o But listen to the words of the prophet Jeremiah, he writes in Lamentations 3:25, 

“The Lord is good to those who wait for him, to the soul who seeks him. It is 
good that one should wait quietly for the salvation of the Lord.” Lamentations 
3:25 

o And this is exactly what Daniel did.  
o He didn’t give up, but he waited for the Lord.  
o And in Daniel chapter 5 we see the Lord delivering on what he promised.  
o How God has perfect timing.  
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o How God sustains those who wait.  
o It’s a story of hope, that shows how, “The Lord is good to those who wait for 

him.” 
 
1. When pride blinds the mind.  

 
• Our story begins with a party.  

o We’re told that king Belshazzar, made a feast for a thousand of his lords and 
drank wine in front of them.  

o Most kings would sit separately in another room with a smaller group when they 
threw a party.  

o But we’re told that this king, drank wine in front of 1,000 of his lords.  
o We’ll see later that this was a time of war, and the king needed to be ready and 

alert for the enemy’s attack, but instead, this king is getting drunk.  
o And he’s drinking in front of all his lords, to show off.  
o He’s showing the people, that they have nothing to worry about.  
o That he’s invincible.  

 
• During the reign of Nabonidus and Belshazzar, there was war between Persia and 

Babylon, and at any time, the Persian army could’ve come to overtake the city of 
Babylon.  

o In fact, we’re told that it was during this evening that the Persian army diverted 
the Euphrates River which ran into the city. 

o And they were able to enter, under the walls undetected, through the shallow 
river.  

o The enemy was surrounding the city, planning a military attack, but this king is 
getting drunk with all the leaders of the land.  
 

• To make matters worse, we’re told that the king ordered his servants to bring in the 
sacred objects, that Nebuchadnezzar had taken from the temple of the Lord.   

o “Belshazzar, when he tasted the wine, commanded that the vessels of gold and 
of silver that Nebuchadnezzar his father had taken out of the temple in 
Jerusalem be brought, that the king and his lords, his wives, and his concubines 
might drink from them. Then they brought in the golden vessels that had been 
taken out of the temple, the house of God in Jerusalem, and the king and his 
lords, his wives, and his concubines drank from them. They drank wine 
and praised the gods of gold and silver, bronze, iron, wood, and stone.” Daniel 
5:2-4 

o Even pagan kings wouldn’t dare defile sacred objects taken from other lands.  
o Especially in Babylon, the people had a certain level of respect for all the gods, of 

all the people.  
 

• But this king, shows no respect for the objects from the temple in Jerusalem.  
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o He knew, that many years ago, his great, great, great grandfather, king 
Nebuchadnezzar had made a decree that all should bow down and worship the 
Most High God.  

o But do you see the pride of this king?  
o He’s trying to show that he’s greater than the Most High God.  
o And he doesn’t just drink wine from these objects.  
o We’re told that his wives and concubines were present as well.   
o I don’t think I have to describe much more, what kind of party this was.  
o When the king should’ve prayed to the Lord of help, crying out for mercy.  
o This king is cursing the Most High God to his face.  
o I don’t mean to be so indelicate, but there’s no other way to say it, the king is 

giving God the finger.  
 

• At this point, you would think the Lord would strike him down.  
o But look at verse 5, it says, “Immediately the fingers of a human hand appeared 

and wrote on the plaster of the wall…” 
o The Lord could’ve waited for the Persians to come, he could’ve remained silent 

until Belshazzar was killed.  
o But instead, he sends a warning to the king.  
o To this prideful, arrogant, God cursing king, God sends a warning through a 

finger of a human hand.  
o Not to curse, but to warn.  
o And notice how he sends the warning immediately.  
o Before the invaders come to take his life, before he goes deeper into sin, the 

Lord warns this king.  
 

• We may be disgusted by this king, this arrogant sinner, but aren’t we standing where we 
are, because of the Lord’s intervention.  

o Because the Lord sent parents who love the Lord, to teach us his word? 
o Because of a friend or a church or a Bible study, that spoke truth to our lives? 
o Because the Lord sent a warning before we went deeper into sin? 
o And the Lord intervened not because of our greatness, or because we proved 

ourselves, or because we met him halfway.  
o The Bible tells us, it’s while we were still sinners, while we were his enemies, that 

Christ died for us.  
o He intervened because of his mercy and grace. 
o Immediately, immediately, the fingers of a human hand appeared, to speak to 

this king.  
 

2. When pride puts others down.  
 

• After seeing the writing on the wall, we’re told that the king’s color changed, that his 
thoughts alarmed him, that his limbs gave way, and that his knees began to knock.  
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o “What’s wrong Belshazzar, I thought you were the invincible king? You scared of 
a little finger?” 

o The Lord sure got his attention.  
o But sadly, instead of seeking the Most High God, this king asks for the 

enchanters, the Chaldeans, and the astrologers.  
o Here we go again. 
o Not these guys again. 
o But hey, let’s give them a chance, maybe they’ll be able to help.  
o “Third times a charm, right?” 
o Nope, unfortunately for these guys, it’s three strikes and you’re out.  
o They’re not able to read the writing on the wall or give its interpretation.  

 
• It’s comical to see how useless these wisemen are.   

o But do you see what the Bible is teaching us here? 
o It’s showing the insanity of following the wisdom of this world.  
o It’s the word of the Lord alone that gives life and salvation.  
o That nourishes the soul.  
o That acts as shield and refuge for the weak.  
o That removes guilt and shame.  
o Jesus once asked his disciples, “Do you want to leave me?”  
o And do you remember what Peter said to him? 
o “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life.” 
o If only people would trust in God’s word.  

 
• After the failure of these useless men, the queen comes in to remind Belshazzar about 

Daniel.  
o Now, the queen was most likely his mother, because his wives were already at 

the party, and most queens couldn’t just waltz right in to see the king. 
o However, the queen mother would’ve had the authority to enter the presence of 

the king unannounced.  
o Do you see the comedy in all this? 
o This king, who think he’s invincible, who’s throwing a party during wartime, who 

declares himself greater than the Most High God, is not only shaking in his boots, 
he needs mommy to help him.  

o And instead of scolding her son for not acting like a proper king, she pampers her 
drunken son, “O king, live forever!”  

o And she tells him, “Don’t worry son, Daniel will help you.”  
 

• Once Daniel is called in.  
o Look at how the king responds. 
o The king answered and said to Daniel, “You are that Daniel, one of the exiles of 

Judah, whom the king my father (which also means ancestor) brought from 
Judah. I have heard of you that the spirit of the gods is in you, and that light 
and understanding and excellent wisdom are found in you…I have heard that 
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you can give interpretations and solve problems. Now if you can read the 
writing and make known to me its interpretation, you shall be clothed with 
purple and have a chain of gold around your neck and shall be the third ruler in 
the kingdom.” Daniel 5:13-16 

o All the commentaries I read on this passage are in agreement, describing how 
disrespectful this king is to Daniel.  
 

• Think about it, the king has just defiled the vessels of gold and silver from the temple of 
the Lord, the Lord that Daniel worships.  

o And instead of showing a bit of tact, he reminds Daniel, who’s now 80 years old, 
who’s served in the high court for many years, of his status as a slave from 
Judah.  

o This arrogant king, with alcohol breath, pale faced and knees knocking, with the 
vessels of the Lord all over the place, this mama’s boy, tells Daniel, “You’re one 
of those captured exiles aren’t you?”  

o And instead of asking Daniel for help, look at what he says in verse 16.  
o He says, “If you can read…” 
o He questions Daniel’s ability.  
o “I heard all about you man, now let’s see if you’re the real deal.”  
o “Go ahead, tell me what is says, I’ll give you riches and make you third in power.”  
o He says third, because his father Nabonidus is first, as deputy king he’s second, 

and so, he offers the next best.  
o He shows, absolutely no respect to Daniel.  

 
• And look at how Daniel responds in verse 17.  

o “Then Daniel answered and said…Let your gifts be for yourself, and give your 
rewards to another.” Daniel 5:17 

o King Nebuchadnezzar had a level of respect for others, even for those he 
captured.  

o He even had a level of respect for Daniel’s God.  
o And so, Daniel spoke kindly to Nebuchadnezzar.  
o But there is a time when you need to raise your voice and try to talk some sense 

into someone.  
o And that’s what Daniel does here.  
o I don’t read all of it because of time, but let me summarize verses 17 to 23.  
o It’s like he’s saying, “Listen, I don’t care about your gifts, and I don’t care about 

your rewards. But I’ll tell you the interpretation anyway. But before I do, let me 
tell you about your great, great, great grandfather, Nebuchadnezzar, since you 
brought him up. He was prideful man, but the Lord humbled him. And he 
worshipped the Most High God. And you’ve obviously learned nothing from him. 
You’re nothing like him. You’ve desecrated my God, you’re worshipping gods that 
aren’t gods, and you’re acting like a fool with your concubines. You’re nothing 
but a drunkard.”  
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3. When pride rejects the Lord.  
 

• After his rebuke, finally, in verse 25, Daniel gives the interpretation.  
o He tells the king, this is what is written, MENE, MENE, TEKEL, and PARSIN.  
o MENE: God has numbered your days.  
o TEKEL: you have been weighed, and you’ve been found lacking.  
o And PARSIN: your kingdom is divided and will be given to the Medes and 

Persians.  
o In other words, Daniel tells Belshazzar, that he’s going to die, that he’s nothing 

but a failure, and that his kingdom is going to be taken from him.  
 

• Now, if you heard this, how would you react?  
o If you saw a hand appear out of nowhere, and you were told that the Most High 

God is going to end your life, that you’ve failed him, and that everything you own 
is going to be taken from you, what would you do?  

o Any rational person would ask the Lord for forgiveness, or at least cry out to the 
Lord for help.  

o But not this king.  
o Look at what he does.  
o Then Belshazzar gave the command, and Daniel was clothed with purple, a 

chain of gold was put around his neck, and a proclamation was made about 
him, that he should be the third ruler in the kingdom. That very 
night Belshazzar the Chaldean king was killed. And Darius the Mede received 
the kingdom, being about sixty-two years old. Daniel 5:29-31 
 

• He gave the command to give Daniel his reward, and to proclaim him, 3rd ruler over his 
kingdom.  

o He has to prove, that he’s a man of his word.  
o He has to show, that he’s the one in charge, that no matter what Daniel says, 

he’s going to reward him.  
o Instead of repentance, he acts in arrogance.  
o Even after judgement, he’s still trying to one up Daniel.  

 
• There are some who wonder, how a good God could send people to hell.  

o But do you see what the Bible is teaching us here? 
o The truth is that people in judgement, aren’t crying out to God for help.  
o The Bible shows that those who are eternally judged, are those who will never 

ever acknowledge their sin.   
o Hell isn’t a place where people are repenting, it’s place where people are still 

rebelling.  
o That’s exactly what we see in the story of the rich man and Lazarus from Luke 

16:19-31  
o Day after day, Lazarus asked a rich man for money, but the rich man showed no 

mercy or compassion.  
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o And after both of them die, Lazarus is in heaven, and the rich man is in hades.  
o And instead of repenting and asking the Lord for help, the rich man looks up to 

heaven and says in Luke 16 verse 24, “Father Abraham, tell Lazarus, to bring me 
some water, because I am in agony.”  

o In other words, instead of repenting to the Lord, he’s still trying to one up 
Lazarus, “Tell that servant, to fetch me some water, cause I’m thirsty down here.” 

o And Jesus says, “if they didn’t repent by listening to Moses and the Prophets, 
they will never repent, even if I would rise from the dead.” Luke 16:31 

o And it’s the same for Belshazzar, blinded by his pride and arrogance, he’s 
unwilling to turn to the Lord, and that very night, the king was killed.  
 

• I know this sounds looks like a depressing story, but let me show you how this story 
gives hope to those who are waiting on the Lord.  

o This story, is a story of hope for believers.  
 
1. You can have hope, because Christ will bring down the wicked.  
 

• First, we see here, that you can have hope, because Christ will destroy all evil and 
wickedness in this world.  

o For 70 years, Daniel was waiting to see when the Lord would punish and bring an 
end to this wicked nation.  

o And towards the end of his life, Daniel was able to see the Lord bring down the 
arrogant and the prideful.  

o And this is also a reminder for us that God will one day judge all the evil in this 
world.  
 

• It’s insane to see the amount of crime in our world today.  
o Financial fraud, war crimes, human trafficking, terrorism, cybercrime, leaders 

forcing their people to starve.  
o And although many people are arrested and punished for their crimes, there are 

many others who aren’t.  
o Just think of all the scam mail and phone calls.   
o There are criminals scamming people out of hundreds, even thousands of 

dollars. 
o There are tyrants in our world today, causing war and suffering, for their ego, 

because they want to be great, because they want to stay in power.    
o And what about Satan, and all the spiritual forces of darkness.  
o The Bible tells us that we war against the forces of darkness in the heavenly 

realms. 
o He’s the ultimate Belshazzar, always in rebellion against God, filled with pride, 

trying to bring God’s people down.  
 

• But we’re reminded here, that God will bring down the wicked.  
o You can have hope, because on the last day, the wicked won’t be able to escape.  



 8 

o And they will have to give an account.  
o And the Lord will bring them down.   

 
2. You can have hope, because one day you will see Christ the Lord.  
 

• But second, you can have hope, because though your days are numbered here on earth, 
there’s an everlasting kingdom that is waiting for you.  

o There’s a book I saw called, Your Best Life Now.  
o The premise is that God wants your best life to be, here on earth.  
o How sad it would be, if our life on earth, is the best we’re ever going to enjoy.  
o Tell that to the persecuted Christians all over the world.  
o The truth is, the best is yet to come. 
o Because in this world, you may not obtain everything you’re waiting for.  
o It may not come to pass.   

 
• Some people think that Christianity is about living well and getting the most out of life 

on earth.  
o But a wise professor use to always say to me, “Christianity isn’t about living well, 

it’s about dying well, so that we can enjoy eternity with Christ.” 
 

• Several years ago, a good friend of mine, lost his father to cancer.  
o It was a hideous thing.  
o All the treatments just wore down on his dad, and he told me how hard it was to 

watch his father suffer so much.  
o And after trying so hard to beat the cancer, the doctors finally told him that 

there was nothing more they could do.   
 

• And so, my friend ended up bringing his dad home, so they could care for him there.  
o Well, not too long after that, his family woke up one morning, and my friend 

knew that his dad was on his last couple of hours of his life.  
o And so, he called all his dads’ friends from church, he called the elders and 

pastor, and they call came, he told me that they all gathered around him.  
o And as they gathered, they read Scripture together, and they sang some of his 

favorite hymns, and my friend told me that there was such a peace in his father’s 
face.  
 

• And he shared that as they were singing together, his father passed away, and went to 
be in glory.  

o There was pain, but there was also peace in his father.  
o Because the father knew that he was going into glory.  
o His father was looking forward to new life in Christ.  
o Yes, our days are numbered, and yes, we should wait for things here on earth, 

but let’s remember that our ultimate waiting and hope is in the glory to come.   
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3. You can have hope, because Christ is your righteousness.  
 

• Third and finally, you can hope because Christ can supply all that you lack.  
o Christ can become your righteousness.  
o The Bible tells us, that like this king, all of us our lacking.  
o There’s nothing we can do to earn to make our way to God.  
o That’s why Jesus Christ came to us and died on the cross.  
o So that, he could supply righteousness for us.  
o Why wouldn’t you trust in him today? 
o Believe in him, trust in him, and you can have hope.  

 
 


