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Let’s keep our Bibles open right there at Deuteronomy, Chapter 6. This morning we are 

continuing a short, three-week series called “Tell the Coming Generation.” Psalm 78, verses 4 

and 7 say, Tell to the coming generation the glorious deeds of the Lord, and his might, and the 

wonders that he has done… so that they should set their hope in God. 

 

This is the reason we have family ministries here at The Orchard. This is the reason we have a 

children’s ministry and a student ministry. This is the reason we want to invest in a project like 

Next. Because the generation growing up today, along with every generation, is in desperate 

need of hope. And God has called us, as a whole church, to tell them why they can set their 

hope in God. In this series I want you to see that this is our collective calling. It’s not the 

exclusive calling of parents or grandparents, Sunday school teachers or youth group leader. 

The call to tell the coming generation about the glorious deeds of the Lord is a call we must all 

embrace. We will have different roles, but we should all feel a sense of responsibility to help the 

gospel advance into the next generation and beyond.  

 

As I mentioned last week, this is a big topic. There are lots of places we could go in the Bible to 

think about what we should tell the coming generation about the Lord. But here’s what’s guiding 

us in this series. In the Old Testament, there are at least three passages where God tells his 

people, “Your children are going to ask you a certain question about the faith. And you need to 

be ready to give them a good answer.” We find the first question in Exodus 12, the second in 

Deuteronomy 6, and the third in Joshua 4.  

 

So, each week, we’re looking at a question that the coming generation was asking in the Old 

Testament along with the answer God’s people were supposed to provide. And we’re going to 

see how relevant these questions and answers are for us as we seek to tell the coming 

generation about the Lord today. Again, the question for today’s message comes in 

Deuteronomy, Chapter 6. 

 

In the book of Deuteronomy, the people of Israel are preparing to enter the promised land after 

40 years in the wilderness after the Exodus. And God is reminding them what he requires of 

them. He is giving them his law, His testimonies, statutes, and rules. And he tells them that their 

children, their coming generations, will wonder why they have all these rules to follow. When 

you tell a child, “You must do this” or “You must not do that,” their first question is often, “Why?”  

And that’s what we find in verse 20.  

 

God tells Israel, your children are going to ask, ‘What is the meaning of the testimonies and the 

statutes and the rules that the LORD our God has commanded you?” What is the meaning of 

the law? Why did God give us all these rules? What’s the point? Those are relevant questions 

for us. Many people, including many in our next generation, are questioning the value and the 

validity of the commands we find in Scripture. Others have abandoned any interest in God’s 

commands altogether. So, here’s our question today: What do we need to know, and what does 

our coming generation need to know about the law of God? The rest of our passage gives us 

the answer, and I want to break it down into three parts.  

 

First, we need to know… 
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1. When God Gave the Law 

 

The timing of the arrival of God’s law in Israel’s story is extremely important. Miss this and you 

will be prone to one of the greatest mistakes people make when it comes to the law of God. In 

verse 20, God says, When your son asks you in time to come, ‘What is the meaning of the 

testimonies and the statutes and the rules that the LORD our God has commanded you?”  

Verses 21-23: Then you shall say to your son, ‘We were Pharaoh’s slaves in Egypt. And the 

LORD brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand. And the LORD showed signs and wonders, 

great and grievous, against Egypt and against Pharaoh and all his household, before our eyes. 

And he brought us out from there, that he might bring us in and give us the land that he swore to 

give to our fathers.  

 

So, God says, the children will ask, “Why did God give us this law?” And then God says, before 

you tell them “Why,” you need to tell them “When.” Tell them, “We were slaves in Egypt, but 

God brought us out of that land of bondage, that he might bring us into the land of promise.” He 

saved us by his mercy and his might. He sent the plagues. He rescued us from judgment by the 

blood of the lamb. He led us across the sea on dry land. He defeated Pharaoh and he delivered 

us. We watched, while he worked. And then, he gave us this law. 

 

This is the order of events in the story of the Exodus: God brought his people out of Egypt, that 

he might bring them into the promised land, and then, he gave his commands. He did not send 

the law first, and tell the people, “If you obey, then I will save you from the evils of Egypt and 

bring you into the blessings of the promise land.” No, he rescued them, and then he gave them 

instructions on how to live as his redeemed people. And friends, that’s Christianity! 

 

Far too many people think the message of Christianity is this: “If you obey, then God will save 

you from the evils of this world and bring you into the blessings of heaven.” But if that’s the 

message, none of us are going to be saved. Because we haven’t obeyed. We haven’t lived as 

we should. We haven’t met the requirements. Just consider this commandment from 

Deuteronomy 6:5 (Which Jesus calls the greatest commandment): You shall love the LORD 

your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might. How are you doing 

with that one? Can any of us really say that we are investing every bit of our affection, our focus, 

and our strength into loving God? No. We all fall short.  

 

So, if the message is, “Obey and be saved,” we’re done for. But, praise God, that’s not the 

message! Here’s the message: God saves his people by his mercy and his might. Ephesians 

2:8: For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift 

of God. He brings us out from bondage to sin, from a life subjected to sorrow without any hope 

of escape. As Colossians 1:13 says, He has delivered us from the domain of darkness. And he 

will bring us into the glories of his presence. He has promised to lead us all the way home to 

heaven. As Jude 24 says, [He] is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you blameless 

before the presence of his glory with great joy. It’s like he’s running a cosmic underground 

railroad. Delivering us from slavery and guiding us through the dangers of this world all the way 

to eternal rest. 
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The Christian life, from beginning to end, is a story of God’s gracious work. Everyone in this 

room needs to know that. And we need to tell this to the coming generation, that they could 

never earn God’s favor, but he graciously pours out his saving mercy on all his people. And 

then, in his grace, he not only saves us from sin, but he also shows us how to walk with him.  

Having defeated sin and delivered us, he gives us his law. 

 

And next, I want you to see why… 

 

2. Why God Gave the Law 

 

Look at verse 24: And the LORD commanded us to do all these statutes, to fear the LORD our 

God, for our good always, that he might preserve us alive, as we are this day. That is a fantastic 

summary statement on why God gave the law. God gave the law so that we will fear the Lord so 

that we will prosper, and so that we will live. Consider each of those statements and what they 

mean for us. God gave the law… 

 

A. So that we will fear the Lord 

 

And the LORD commanded us to do all these statutes, to fear the LORD our God, for 

our good always, that he might preserve us alive, as we are this day. The law of the Lord 

teaches us what it looks like to walk in the fear of the Lord. And this is a crucial element 

of Israel’s story. God did not set them free from Pharaoh so they could go and do 

whatever they wanted. No, they were delivered from slavery so they could dedicate 

themselves to serving God. So that no longer living in the fear of Pharaoh, they could 

live in the fear of the Lord. Now, what does it mean to fear the Lord? 

 

Some people hear that phrase and it doesn’t sound very appealing. Maybe that’s your 

reaction. You wonder, “I’m supposed to fear the Lord? Is that a good thing?” Yes, it is.  

Consider the contrast between Israel’s fear of Pharaoh and Israel’s fear of the Lord.  

Pharaoh hated the Israelites. He afflicted them with heavy burdens and made their lives 

bitter. And so, the Israelites feared Pharaoh, and they obeyed him, but they despised 

him.  

 

But the Lord loved the Israelites. He released them from their burdens and he filled their 

lives with blessing. And so, the Israelites feared the Lord and they obeyed him because 

they loved him in return. You see, fearing the Lord and loving the Lord are not 

contradictory. They can’t be! Again, in Deuteronomy 6:4, God calls his people to love 

him with all their heart, soul, and might. Then, in Deuteronomy 6:24, God calls his 

people to fear him. Nothing changed over the course of those 20 verses! Fearing the 

Lord and loving the Lord are not contradictory, they are complementary.  

 

I appreciate the way Michael Reeves explains this. He writes, “True fear of God is true 

love for God defined: it is the right response to God’s full-orbed revelation of himself in 

all his grace and glory…” When you really see how gracious God has been to you, how 

much he loves you, you will love him in return! 
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And what kind of love is God looking for? Reeves continues, “God does not want 

passionless performance or a vague preference for him. To encounter the living, holy, 

and all-gracious God truly means that we cannot contain ourselves. He is not a truth to 

be known unaffectedly, or a good to be received listlessly [apathetically]. Seen clearly, 

the dazzling beauty and splendor of God must cause our hearts to quake.” 

 

So, when you think of the fear of the Lord, don’t think of a slave trembling before a cruel 

master. Think of a groom’s hands and knees shaking while his bride walks down the 

aisle. “True fear of God is true love for God defined.” It is reverence and awe of who the 

Lord is. It is love and affection for what the Lord has done. And it is the right motivation 

for obedience. When you love the Lord and fear the Lord, you will want to honor the 

Lord. And God gave the law to show us how to walk in a way that honors him. Which not 

only brings him glory but is also always for our good. Notice that next. 

 

Why did God give the law? So that we will fear the Lord, and… 

 

B. So that we will prosper 

 

Look at verse 24 again: And the LORD commanded us to do all these statutes, to fear 

the LORD our God, for our good always, that he might preserve us alive, as we are 

this day. Here’s something every one of us needs to know and believe with all our 

hearts: What God commands is for our good. Always. What he tells us to do, what he 

tells us not to do, is not only for his glory but also for our blessing and benefit. As human 

beings, we have always struggled to believe this.  

 

In the opening chapters of Genesis, in the very beginning of history, God gives 

commands. Most were positive: Be fruitful! Multiply! Fill the earth and subdue it! There 

was only one prohibition: “Of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not 

eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.” And then comes Satan, the 

great deceiver, and he tells Eve an outright lie. “If you eat it,” he says, “You will not 

surely die.” But Satan does not only contradict God’s command, he goes further. He 

begins to question God’s character. He says, “You will not surely die. For God knows 

that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God.” God’s holding 

out on you, Eve! His command is not protecting you; it’s keeping you back from 

something good. Disregard what he’s said. Disobey. And you will prosper. 

 

Well, you know what happened next. Adam and Eve gave into this temptation, they fell 

into sin, and we have been living with the disastrous consequences ever since. Friends, 

we need to know and believe with all our hearts, that what God commands is for our 

good. Always. The next generation needs to know this. 

 

There is an increasing number of people today who are questioning the existence of 

God. Agnosticism and atheism are increasing at alarming rates, especially in our 

younger generations. But I wonder if an even greater problem is the increasing number 

of people who do not necessarily question the existence of God, but the goodness of 

God. Is God’s exclusive call to worship him alone good? Is God’s design for marriage, 
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gender, and sexuality good? Are God’s instructions to love our enemies, to bless those 

who persecute us, to never avenge ourselves good? If we disregard what he says, if we 

disobey, will we prosper? Those are pressing questions today, those are pressing 

questions in our coming generation.  

 

Perhaps those are pressing questions for you this morning. You wonder, “Are God’s 

commands really for my good?” And I want you to know the answer is “Yes!” What God 

commands is for our good. Always. After all, God created life, he knows how life is best 

lived. And as we follow him we will come to see that everything he commands is for our 

blessing and benefit. As Psalm 25:8–10 says, Good and upright is the LORD; therefore 

he instructs sinners in the way. He leads the humble in what is right, and teaches the 

humble his way. All the paths of the LORD are steadfast love and faithfulness, for those 

who keep his covenant and his testimonies. 

 

This is why God gave the law so that we will fear him, so that we will prosper, and… 

 

C. So that we will live 

 

Look at verse 24 one more time: And the LORD commanded us to do all these statutes, 

to fear the LORD our God, for our good always, that he might preserve us alive, as we 

are this day. (v.24) Israel was hopeless in Egypt but God intervened and rescued them 

with his mighty hand. He brought them out that he might bring them into a new land and 

bless them forever. But their enjoyment of that blessing was dependent upon a clear 

condition: they had to obey. 

 

Later on in Deuteronomy, in Chapter 28 verses 1-2 we read this, If you faithfully obey the 

voice of the Lord your God, being careful to do all his commandments… all these 

blessings shall come upon you. But then, in verse 15 we read this, But if you will not 

obey the voice of the Lord your God or be careful to do all his commandments… then all 

these curses shall come upon you. Here’s the point: God delivered Israel by his grace, 

but if Israel deliberately went on sinning after the Exodus, they would face God’s 

judgment. Because grace does not give God’s people a license to sin. That was true for 

Israel. And that is true for us as well. 

 

In Hebrews 10:26-27 we read this, If we go on sinning deliberately…here’s what awaits 

us…a fearful expectation of judgment. We must understand that God saves us by his 

grace, apart from any effort on our part. But then, God calls us to obedience. And if we 

actively resist him, if we deliberately and persistently refuse to fear him and follow him, 

we are rejecting him along with the life he alone provides. 

 

In Matthew 7, after giving us a series of commands, Jesus gives us this powerful picture.  

He says, “Everyone then who hears these words of mine and does them will be like a 

wise man who built his house on the rock. And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the 

winds blew and beat on that house, but it did not fall, because it had been founded on 

the rock. And everyone who hears these words of mine and does not do them will be like 
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a foolish man who built his house on the sand. And the rain fell, and the floods came, 

and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell, and great was the fall of it.” 

 

Friends, on what foundation will you build your life? Will you choose the shifting sands of 

your own selfish desires which will lead you into destruction? Or will you choose the 

solid rock of our Lord Jesus Christ who will lead you into everlasting life? And who will 

tell the coming generation how to build their lives? This is our responsibility. Yes, as 

parents and grandparents, as Sunday School teachers and Youth Group leaders, but 

also, as a whole church. God is calling us to tell every generation that God has given us 

his commands so that we will fear him, so that we will prosper, and so that we will live!  

Trust him. Obey him. For your good, always. This is why God gave the law.  

 

Now, having said all that, in our last few minutes today, let me remind you… 

 

3. What the Law Can Never Do  

 

Look at verse 25. The children have asked, “What is the meaning of these laws?”  And, the 

adults answer, it will be righteousness for us, if we are careful to do all this commandment 

before the LORD our God, as he has commanded us. The keyword in that sentence is “if.”  

We will be righteous, we will be right with God, if we are careful to do all this. And now we come 

to the great problem running throughout the entire Old Testament. God gives laws. And if 

people obey everything, they will be righteous. But they never obey everything. They are never 

careful to do all that God commands. And therefore, the law can never make them righteous. 

And the same is true for us!  

 

As Romans 3:20 says, By works of the law no human being will be justified in his sight. The law 

can never make us righteous because none of us are ever careful to do all that the law requires. 

We all fall short. But, praise God, we now know that the righteousness of God has been 

manifested apart from the law… the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all 

who believe. (Romans 3:21-22) Jesus came, and he was careful to do all that his Father 

commanded. He kept the law perfectly.  

 

And all who believe in him receive a double blessing. First, the punishment our law-breaking 

deserved is taken away because he paid for it himself on the cross. Second, the righteousness 

his law-keeping earned is credited to us because he lives to give it as a gift to all who trust in 

him. So, as a believer in Jesus, you are justified, you are declared righteous in God’s sight. And 

now, you are free to follow him and pursue a life of obedience to him without fear of 

condemnation. So, when you trip and stumble and fall… Which we all do! Maybe you fell flat on 

your face this week and you’re wondering what to do. 

 

Well, friend, you can get back up, confess your sin, rest in his mercy, and keep going. Walking 

in the fear of the Lord who loves you and gave himself for you. Trusting that his commands are 

for your good, always. Trusting that all who believe in him and follow him will live forever with 

him. This is the truth our coming generation needs to know. This is the truth we all need to 

know. So that we will set our hope in him.  


