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Let’s keep our Bibles open right there at Exodus, Chapter 12. This morning we are beginning a 

new, three-week series called, “Tell the Coming Generation.” Psalm 78, verses 4 and 7 say, Tell 

to the coming generation the glorious deeds of the Lord, and his might, and the wonders that he 

has done… so that they should set their hope in God. This is the reason we have family 

ministries here at The Orchard. This is the reason we have a children’s ministry and a student 

ministry. This is the reason we want to invest in a project like Next. Because the generation 

growing up today, along with every generation, is in desperate need of hope. And God has 

called us, as a whole church, to tell them why they can find hope in God.  

 

In this series I want you to see that this is our collective calling. It’s not the exclusive calling of 

parents or grandparents, Sunday school teachers, or youth group leaders. The call to tell the 

coming generation about the glorious deeds of the Lord is a call we must all embrace. We will 

have different roles, but we should all feel a sense of responsibility to help the gospel advance 

into the next generation and beyond.   

 

Now, this is a big topic. There are lots of places we could go in the Bible to think about what we 

should tell the coming generation about the Lord. But I recently discovered something 

interesting that will guide us in this short series. In the Old Testament, there are three passages 

where God tells his people, “Your children are going to ask you a certain question about the 

faith. And you need to be ready to give them a good answer.” 

 

We find the first question in Exodus 12, the second in Deuteronomy 6, and the third in Joshua 4.  

So, each week, we’re going to look at a question that the coming generation was asking in the 

Old Testament along with the answer God’s people were supposed to provide. And I want you 

to see how relevant these questions and answers are for us as we seek to tell the coming 

generation about the Lord today.  

 

Again, the first question comes in Exodus 12. God has just given his people instructions 

regarding the Passover. And he says this in verses 24–27: You shall observe this rite as a 

statute for you and for your sons forever. And when you come to the land that the LORD will 

give you, as he has promised, you shall keep this service. Then in verse 26, God says, And 

your children will say to you, What do you mean by this service? The Passover service involved 

roasting a lamb to eat with unleavened bread and bitter herbs, and God commanded his people 

to partake of this meal every single year, beginning in Egypt and continuing once they had come 

into the promised land.  

 

So, you can picture an Israelite family years after the first Passover, gathered for this meal, and 

the children are curious. One asks, “Mom, dad, what’s the point of this?” Maybe another said, 

“Ugh, I don’t like lamb! This bread is terrible! Do we really have to eat bitter herbs!?” God says 

the children will ask, “Why are we doing this? Why does this matter? What do you mean by this 

service?”  

 

And here’s the answer. Verses 26-27: And when your children say to you, ‘What do you mean 

by this service?’ you shall say, ‘It is the sacrifice of the LORD’s Passover, for he passed over 

the houses of the people of Israel in Egypt, when he struck the Egyptians but spared our 
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houses.’”  The purpose of the Passover meal was to remember how God rescued his people 

from Egypt. Every generation of Israelites needed to hear the story of God’s redeeming work. 

And this story points directly to the story of redemption that we want every generation to hear 

today as well. 

 

I’m going to break down this answer into three short statements, and I want you to see how we 

have the same thing to tell our next generation, and how desperately they need to hear it.  Here 

are the three statements taken from verse 27 and the surrounding story: We were hopeless, we 

were guilty, but we were saved. 

 

Let’s take those one at a time… 

 

1. We Were Hopeless 

 

Verse 27: You shall say, ‘It is the sacrifice of the LORD’s Passover, for he passed over the 

houses of the people of Israel in Egypt, when he struck the Egyptians but spared our houses.’  

An Israelite child asks, “Why are we having this meal?” And the adult responds, “Because at 

one time we were slaves in Egypt. And in those days, our situation looked absolutely hopeless.” 

 

Israel’s time in Egypt started well. It started with Joseph, a Hebrew man appointed to the 

second highest position in all the land, providing for his family and protecting his people. But 

Joseph died, and the memory of his legacy faded. So, the book of Exodus begins with these 

words: Now there arose a new king over Egypt, who did not know Joseph. And he said to his 

people, “Behold, the people of Israel are too many and too mighty for us. Come, let us deal 

shrewdly with them, lest they multiply, and, if war breaks out, they join our enemies and fight 

against us and escape from the land.” Therefore they set taskmasters over them to afflict them 

with heavy burdens… They ruthlessly made the people of Israel work as slaves and made their 

lives bitter… (Exodus 1:8-14) 

 

Their lives were bitter. They were afflicted with heavy burdens. And on their own, they had no 

prospect of deliverance. It was a desperate, sad, hopeless situation. And we all know that life in 

this world can be bitter. We face painful realities that can drive us toward our own sadness and 

our own sense of hopelessness. That is certainly happening in our next generation. 

 

In April of this year, The Atlantic ran an article titled, “Why American Teens Are So Sad.” Here’s 

how the article begins: “The United States is experiencing an extreme teenage mental-health 

crisis. From 2009 to 2021, the share of American high-school students who say they feel 

‘persistent feelings of sadness or hopelessness’ rose from 26 percent to 44 percent. This is the 

highest level of teenage sadness ever recorded.” The author of the article suggests some 

possible reasons for this crisis of hopelessness, summing it up in his final paragraph where he 

writes this: 

 

“The world is overwhelming, and an inescapably negative news cycle creates an atmosphere of 

existential gloom… The internet exposes teenagers… to bullying, threats… a slurry of 

unsolvable global problems—a carnival of negativity. Social media places in every teen’s pocket 

a quantified battle royal for scarce popularity that can displace hours of sleep and makes many 



The Orchard Arlington Heights           Sunday, October 2, 2022 

Tell the Coming Generation: The Blood              Pastor Brad Wetherell 

Exodus 12:21-28 

 

3 
 

teens, especially girls, feel worse about their body and life. Amplify these existing trends with a 

global pandemic and an unprecedented period of social isolation, and suddenly, the remarkable 

rise of teenage sadness doesn’t feel all that mysterious, does it?” 

 

The world is overwhelming. Negative. Threatening. Bitter. We know this, we feel this, and so 

does the coming generation. Now, there’s a biblical concept that envelops and explains this.  

It’s called sin. You see, sin is not only the bad things we do. It is also a dark power that was 

unleashed when humanity first rebelled against God, and it causes all kinds of havoc in this 

world. And its awful presence is so pervasive that Paul can say in Romans 8:20 that the whole 

creation is in bondage to corruption. 

 

Like Israel in Egypt, our lives in this world are often bitter. We find ourselves afflicted with heavy 

burdens. And on our own, we have no prospect of deliverance. So, what are we supposed to 

do? Well, here’s what Israel did in Egypt: they cried out for help and listen to what happened.  

Exodus 2:23-25: The people of Israel groaned because of their slavery and cried out for help. 

Their cry for rescue from slavery came up to God. And God heard their groaning… God saw the 

people of Israel—and God knew. 

 

Friend, when you feel the bitterness and the burdens of life in this fallen world, you can cry out 

for help, and God will hear you. He is not indifferent to your pain. He sees what you’re going 

through, and he knows what to do. Yes, on our own we are hopeless. But we’re not on our own. 

We have God! He is a God who listens to our cries, who has compassion toward us, and who is 

willing and able to help. That’s so important for every one of us to know. That’s so important for 

every generation to know. God brings hope to hopeless situations. 

 

And the Passover meal provided Israel an opportunity every year to remind one another, “We 

were hopeless in Egypt, until God intervened.” But before we get to God’s intervention, we need 

to see that there was another crucial reminder built into every Passover meal. When Israel 

celebrated this meal, they were to remember, “we were hopeless, and…” 

 

2. We Were Guilty 

 

Look at verses 26-27 again: And when your children say to you, ‘What do you mean by this 

service?’ you shall say, ‘It is the sacrifice of the LORD’s Passover, for he passed over the 

houses of the people of Israel in Egypt, when he struck the Egyptians but spared our houses.’”  

The Passover meal involved a sacrifice. A sacrifice is necessary to deal with guilt. And guilt was 

as much of a problem for the people of Israel as their oppression at the hands of the Egyptians.  

 

And this became especially clear when God announced the final plague. God responded to 

Israel’s cry for help by sending his servant Moses to speak to Pharaoh, demanding him to let 

God’s people go. When Pharaoh refused, God sent plagues upon the land, but in the plagues 

he made a distinction between the Egyptians and his people. For example, during the 5th plague 

we read this: All the livestock of the Egyptians died, but not one of the livestock of Israel was 

dead (Exodus 9:6). 
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Or, in the 7th plague, we read this: The hail struck down everything that was in the field in all the 

land of Egypt, both man and beast. And the hail struck down every plant of the field and broke 

every tree of the field. Only in the land of Goshen, where the people of Israel were, was there no 

hail (Exodus 9:25-26). Or, in the 9th plague we read this: There was pitch darkness in all the 

land of Egypt three days… but all the people of Israel had light where they lived (Exodus 10:22-

23).  

 

But then, in Exodus 12:12 God announces the 10th and final plague with these words: I will pass 

through the land of Egypt… and I will strike all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man and 

beast. And in this statement, there is no distinction. Everyone is in danger. Egyptians and 

Israelites. God is coming. He is going to pass through the land. And in God’s presence, not a 

single person in all of Egypt was safe. Why? Because not a single person in all of Egypt was 

without sin. The oppressors and the oppressed had all rebelled against the Lord. They were all 

guilty.  

And the same is true today.  

 

As Romans 3:22-23 says, There is no distinction: for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of 

God. This is the universal human condition. We have all rebelled against the Lord. We are all 

guilty. And there is a consequence. As Romans 6:23 says, The wages of sin is death. We have 

all sinned. We deserve death. We all need to know this. The coming generation needs to know 

this. Every generation comes to find that there are plenty of problems in this fallen world. But we 

must make sure that every generation understands that the greatest issue we must all reckon 

with is deeply personal. 

 

Our individual rebellion against the Lord, our own sin, has made us guilty in his sight. It may not 

be nice to hear, but it’s necessary to hear, because the Lord is coming. 2 Corinthians 5:10 tells 

us, We must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ. One day, all of us, will stand before 

him. We will give an account of our lives. We will face his judgement. And therefore, the most 

crucial question we must all ask is this, “Given the reality of my guilt, how can I stand before him 

and not be condemned?” And with that question in mind, we come to the very heart of the 

Passover story, and to the very heart of our story as believers in Jesus, the story every 

generation desperately needs to hear. 

 

We were hopeless. We were guilty. But… 

 

3. We Were Saved 

 

This is the central point of the Passover meal. This is the story of God’s redeeming work. Israel 

was saved from hopelessness and guilt! And notice how. God told Israel he would pass through 

the land, bringing judgment, bringing death, bringing the wages of sin. But, he also told his 

people how to be safe.  

 

Here were his instructions: First, take a lamb. In Exodus 12:3 God says, Tell all the 

congregation of Israel that on the tenth day of this month every man shall take a lamb according 

to their fathers’ houses, a lamb for a household. Second, ensure the lamb is spotless. In Exodus 

12:5 God says, Your lamb shall be without blemish. Third, kill the lamb as darkness begins. In 
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Exodus 12:6 God says, Israel shall kill their lambs at twilight. Fourth, take shelter under the 

blood of the lamb. In Exodus 12:7 God says, Then they shall take some of the blood and put it 

on the two doorposts and the lintel of the houses in which they eat it. 

 

Then, after giving these instructions, God gives this promise: Exodus 12:13: And when I see 

the blood, I will pass over you, and no plague will befall you to destroy you, when I strike the 

land of Egypt. When I see the blood, I will pass over you. The people of Israel were saved from 

the judgment of God by the blood of the lamb. Now, why is this? Why does the blood make 

them safe? Couldn’t God have simply passed over their houses without all this mess of 

sacrifice? No. Because every Israelite was guilty in God’s sight. All have sinned. And the 

penalty for sin is death. And when God comes in judgment, he does not turn a blind eye, he 

does not sweep anything under the rug. 

 

But, he does mercifully supply a substitute. He allows the penalty to fall upon another. He gives 

the lamb to die in his people’s place. So, when he passed through the land, and he saw the 

blood on the doorframe, he passed over the people taking shelter within. They were saved from 

their guilt. And they were saved from their hopelessness. After that night, Pharaoh let them go. 

 

So, when they celebrated this Passover meal every single year, and new generations of 

Israelites asked, “What do you mean by this service?” “What is the point of this meal?” They 

declared with joy: We were hopeless. We were guilty. But we were saved by the blood of the 

lamb! And church, that is the story God has called us to remember and to declare as well. We 

were hopeless, we were guilty, but we were saved by the blood of the Lamb! We were lost in 

this world of evil and darkness. We were headed toward judgment and condemnation. But God 

gave us the Lamb! The Lamb who came to take away the sins of the world! The Lamb who is 

without any spot or stain or blemish! The Lamb who was killed on the darkest day of human 

history! The Lamb whose blood cleanses and covers all who take shelter in him! Friends,  

1 Corinthians 5:7 declares that Christ, our Passover Lamb, has been sacrificed. And Ephesians 

1:7 tells us that We have redemption through his blood. The blood of Jesus is the way out of 

hopelessness and guilt.  

 

William Cowper was born in England in 1731. At the age of 20, he began a battle with severe, 

debilitating depression. After years of struggling, he attempted to take his own life. He was 

unsuccessful, but this only added to his misery. He wrote, “Though I had failed in my design, yet 

I had all the guilt of that crime to answer for. A sense of God’s wrath, and a deep despair of 

escaping it, instantly [followed]. The fear of death became much more prevalent in me than ever 

the desire of it had been.”  

 

In 1763 Cowper was committed to St. Albans Insane Asylum. His doctor was a man named 

Nathaniel Cotton, and Cotton was a Christian. He shared the gospel with Cowper, and 

eventually, Cowper turned to the Bible and came across Romans, Chapter 3. There he read that 

all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified by his grace as a gift, through 

the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God put forward as a propitiation (a sacrifice) by 

his blood, to be received by faith. 
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Having read this, Cowper says, “Immediately I received the strength to believe it, and the full 

beams of the Sun of Righteousness shone upon me. I saw the sufficiency of the atonement He 

had made, my pardon sealed in His blood, and all the fulness and completeness of His 

justification. In a moment I believed and received the gospel.” 

 

After leaving St. Albans, Cowper spent 13 years under the pastoral ministry of John Newton. 

Cowper was a poet, so Newton asked him to help in the creation of a hymnal for their church.  

Newton ended up writing 200 hymns for that collection, including “Amazing Grace.” Cowper 

wrote around 70 hymns, including “There Is a Fountain Filled with Blood.” That hymn begins 

with these words: 

 

There is a fountain filled with blood 

Drawn from Immanuel’s veins; 

And sinners, plunged beneath that flood, 

Lose all their guilty stains. 

 

It goes on… 

 

Dear dying Lamb, Thy precious blood 

Shall never lose its power, 

Till all the ransomed ones of God 

Be saved, to sin no more: 

 

E’er since by faith I saw the stream 

Thy flowing wounds supply, 

Redeeming love has been my theme, 

And shall be till I die: 

 

The blood of Christ is the way out of hopelessness and guilt. It is his blood that cleanses us 

from the stain of sin. It is his blood that ransoms us from the power of evil. It is his blood that 

frees us from the fear of death. For the Lamb has died in our place. And there is now no 

condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. The punishment we deserved passed over us 

and fell upon him. And when we all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, if we have taken 

shelter under the blood of the Lamb, we will be pardoned and at peace forever. This is the story 

our next generation needs to hear. This is the story we all need to hear. We were hopeless. We 

were guilty. But we were saved by the blood of the Lamb. 

 

Conclusion 

 

Now, how do we respond? In our final moments today, look at verse 28. After God gave his 

instructions for the Passover, we read that the people of Israel went and did so; as the LORD 

had commanded Moses and Aaron, so they did. What did they do? They took shelter under the 

blood of the lamb. 

 

Friend, if you are feeling the burdens of hopelessness and guilt, take shelter under the blood of 

the Lamb. Jesus laid down his life as a sacrifice to be received by faith. Confess your need of 

him. Believe in him and you will be saved. Israel took shelter under the blood of the lamb.  
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And, as the years passed by, they ensured the coming generations knew what the Lord had 

done. They remembered and retold the story. And this is our calling, church. We are to tell every 

coming generation that yes, this world can feel like a hopeless place. And yes, our guilt is great. 

But, there is salvation in the blood of the Lamb! This is not only the responsibility of parents and 

grandparents, of Sunday School teachers and Youth Group leaders. It is our collective 

responsibility.  

 

You may wonder, how can I be involved if I’m not a parent or a grandparent, if I’m not serving 

directly with the next generation here at the church? Well, here’s one way. In just a few minutes 

we’ll take bread and a cup, and we will remember, and we will retell the story of what Christ has 

done for us. We’ll remember his body given and his blood shed on the cross. We’ll rejoice in the 

fact that he has saved us, and we will proclaim to every other person in this room, including the 

coming generation, that there is salvation in the blood of the Lamb. 

 

Let’s pray. And then we’ll sing. And then we’ll retell the story. 

 

 

For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not 

perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, 

but in order that the world might be saved through him. Whoever believes in him is not 

condemned… (John 3:16–18) 


