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The Orchard Arlington Heights         Sunday, January 30, 2022 
Visions of God: Atonement               Pastor Brad Wetherell 
Isaiah 6:1-7 
 
 
Good morning, everyone. Let’s keep our Bibles open right there at Isaiah, Chapter 6. Today 
we’re beginning a short, three-week series called “Visions of God.” 
 
The greatest need in the church is always a greater vision of God. The more we see the glory 
and the majesty and the awesome nature of our God, the more passionately we will worship him 
and the more faithfully we will follow him. 
 
For example, in the book of Revelation, we get a glimpse into heaven, where people gaze upon 
the Lord, and here’s what they do:  They fall down, and they declare, “Worthy are you, our Lord 
and God, to receive glory and honor and power!”  There’s no doubt. There’s no hesitation. Just 
pure devotion. Because that’s what God deserves. And that’s what God’s people do when they 
see him face to face. 
 
But here’s our dilemma: We’re not in heaven. We don’t see him face to face. We’re in this world, 
looking to God with our faith, not with our eyes. And this world is full of distractions. Every 
advertisement, every source of entertainment, every bit of breaking news, every notification on 
our phones is screaming (or dinging) and saying, “look at me!” There are all sorts of good things 
that call for our attention. Our families and friends, our homes and our careers. 
 
There are challenging things that call for our attention too. Our struggles with sickness and 
sorrow and temptation are painful. And pain, whether it’s physical, emotional, or spiritual, is hard 
to ignore. Pain nags us. Sometimes it overwhelms us. It fills up our minds and our hearts. For all 
kinds of reasons in this world our attention is pulled in all kinds of directions, and we wrestle to 
keep our sights fixed on the Lord. Our focus gets fractured, and as a result, our devotion falters.  
 
But this is where the Bible is such a gift. God speaks to us through the Scriptures, enlightening 
the eyes of our hearts, and strengthening our faith. We see God in his Word. And in this series, 
we’re going to look at three Bible stories of three men, Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Ezekiel, each of 
whom encountered the Lord in a profound way. They had visions of God. They each 
experienced a unique moment of undistracted focus on the Lord. And my prayer is that as we 
consider what they saw. It will serve as a great help to us as we seek to fix our eyes on him as 
well. 
 
So, this morning we’re going to look at Isaiah’s vision. And here’s the first thing I want us to see: 
this is a vision full of encouragement for anyone who feels discouraged. 
 
1. A vision for the discouraged 
 
Verse 1 begins with these words: In the year that King Uzziah died… 
 
Why does Isaiah mention the death of Uzziah before sharing the details of his vision? Well, he’s 
setting the context, and he’s indicating that these were discouraging days. And a little history will 
help us see why. 
 
King Uzziah died around 740 B.C. after nearly 52 years on the throne in Judah. And there was 
plenty to celebrate about Uzziah’s reign. 2 Chronicles 26:4 tells us that when Uzziah took the 
throne, he did what was right in the eyes of the LORD. And as a result, he was blessed, and so 
was his kingdom. He experienced many military victories that led to prolonged peace. He 
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fortified the defenses in the city of Jerusalem, improving security. He invested in the work of 
farmers in the surrounding countryside, increasing prosperity. In all of this, 2 Chronicles 26:15 
tells us, he was marvelously helped by the Lord.  
 
But then we read this in verse 16: When he was strong, he grew proud, to his destruction. 
 
That is a sad, common trajectory, isn’t it? Someone experiences great success, but it leads to 
destructive pride. And this was Uzziah’s downfall. In his arrogance, he tried to assume the 
responsibilities of the priesthood, as if being king wasn’t enough for him. And as a punishment, 
the Lord struck him with leprosy. By Old Testament Law he was deemed unclean, and spent the 
rest of his life in isolation, forced to entrust his son with the governance of the kingdom, until the 
day he died. 
 
Uzziah’s reign was a fall from pride into destruction, from the light of God’s blessing into the 
darkness of his punishment. And when a leader fails, especially a good leader, it’s discouraging 
for everyone. So, Isaiah was undoubtably troubled by what happened to Uzziah.  
 
But, in the year that King Uzziah died, Isaiah was even more disheartened by what he saw 
happening to the nation. Following the pattern of their king, Judah was falling from light into 
darkness as well. In chapter 5, verse 30 Isaiah says, If one looks to the land, behold, darkness 
and distress; and the light is darkened by its clouds. Isaiah looks at the land, he looks at the 
kingdom, and he is discouraged. 
 
There was light! Now dark and distressing days are moving in like heavy grey clouds. And many 
of us resonate with that. Many of us feel like our world is plunging into darkness. We look back 
on better days in the past, and it seems like the light is fading in the present. Clouds are rolling 
in. Things are not the way they used to be. And we’re discouraged. 
 
Or perhaps it’s not so much the big wide world that discourages you, but your own personal 
circumstances. A darkness has crept into your family, your job, or some other aspect of your 
life. You long for what was, or what could have been, and you’re weary. 
 
Well, it’s in the thick of this deeply discouraging time that Isaiah sees the Lord. And what he 
sees is precisely what we need to see when we are battling discouragement ourselves. 
 
First, Isaiah sees that… 
 

A. The Lord is on the throne 
 
Look again at Isaiah 6 verse 1: In the year that King Uzziah died I saw the Lord sitting 
upon a throne, high and lifted up. 
 
King Uzziah has died. The kingdom of Judah is shrouded in darkness. Everything looks 
uncertain and unstable. But all of the sudden, Isaiah’s eyes are lifted through the clouds 
of discouragement into the heavenly places, and he is reminded that no matter what is 
happening on earth, the Lord is on his throne! 
 
He is reminded that human rulers and human kingdoms come and go, but the kingdom 
of God never changes and never ends. This was good news in the year that King Uzziah 
died, and it is good news this year as well. In a world full of instability, this is truth to 
stake your life on: the Lord is on his throne.  
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His kingdom is eternal. Psalm 9:7 tells us that, The Lord sits enthroned forever. His 
kingdom is all-encompassing. Psalm 47:8 tells us that, God reigns over the nations; God 
sits on his holy throne. The Lord rules all people in all places. The whole of humanity in 
the entirety of the earth is under the reign of Almighty God. 
 
The Lion King is a favorite movie in our house these days. And there’s a scene toward 
the beginning of the movie when Mufasa (the lion king) sits with his son Simba (the 
future lion king) looking out over their kingdom. And Mufasa says, “Everything the light 
touches is our kingdom.” And then Simba asks, “But what about that shadowy place over 
there?” And Mufasa replies, “That’s beyond our borders… You must never go there…” 
That kingdom is limited. There are dark places beyond the borders, where the king has 
no authority. 
 
But in God’s kingdom, there is no shadowy place beyond the borders. He reigns over 
every square inch of this planet, enthroned as king forever. In the year that King Uzziah 
died, in a year of great discouragement, Isaiah saw that the Lord was still seated on the 
throne. And in the year ahead of us, whatever discouragement we may face, whatever 
troubles may arise in our world and in our individual lives, the Lord will remain seated on 
the throne. 
 
Friend, in the darkest corners of this earth, in the darkest days of your life, the Lord is in 
control. Ask him for the strength to see that with the eyes of your heart. Ask him to 
increase your faith in his sovereign reign. And find the courage and the comfort that 
comes from knowing the Lord is on the throne. 
 
Next, Isaiah saw that… 
 
B. The Lord is near 
 
Look at verse 1 again: In the year that King Uzziah died I saw the Lord sitting upon a 
throne, high and lifted up; and the train of his robe filled the temple. 
 
Now this is subtle, and it would be easy to pass right over, but it’s so significant. Where 
is the Lord’s throne? Well, in Isaiah 66:1 we read this: Thus says the LORD: “Heaven is 
my throne…” God reigns in heaven - high and lifted up. And heaven can feel very far 
away. And yet, notice what Isaiah saw! He saw the Lord sitting upon his heavenly 
throne, but he also saw that the train of his robe filled the temple. 
 
And where is the temple? In Judah! In Jerusalem! So, the Lord is seated on his throne in 
heaven, but his presence fills the temple on earth as well. Isaiah is seeing that God is up 
high! And God is down here! He is a God who dwells among his people! And so Isaiah is 
reminded that in the darkness and discouragement, God remained his refuge and his 
strength, a very present help in trouble. We need to know this too. And as followers of 
Jesus, we have an even greater experience of God’s presence than Isaiah had.  
 
Here’s what I mean… Isaiah saw God’s presence filling up the temple. That’s one 
building in one city among one people. But now, the New Testament tells us that as 
believers in Jesus, we have become temples of God’s Holy Spirit. 1 Corinthians 3:16 
says to the church, Do you not know that you are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit 
dwells in you? 
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In Isaiah’s day, God’s presence filled one building in one city among one people. In our 
day, God’s presence fills every believer in every church everywhere his people are found 
on the earth! The Lord is near! And his presence is a source of great help in times of 
deep discouragement. 
 
Recently, I was talking with a friend of mine, listening as he shared about the hardest 
season of his life so far. He endured a massive loss and faced profound uncertainty 
about the future. Everything felt unstable, distressing, and dark. 
 
I asked him where he found comfort and strength. And he told me, “There were days 
when the only time I felt safe was when I was on my knees.” It was the presence of God, 
experienced through prayer, that brought light into my friend’s darkness. Like Isaiah, my 
friend was reminded that the Lord is near. And we need this reminder too. 
 
Church, God dwells with us. We can cast all our burdens on him in prayer, we can hear 
him speak through his Word, we can enjoy his presence together when we gather as his 
people. And as we do, we will find our hearts encouraged. 
 
Ask him for the strength to see this with the eyes of your heart. Ask him to increase your 
awareness of his presence. And find the courage and the comfort that comes from 
knowing the Lord is near. 
 
This is a vision for the discouraged: The Lord is on the throne. The Lord is near. And… 
 
C. The Lord is holy 
 
The Lord is on the throne. The Lord is near. But what kind of Lord is he? If he were an 
evil Lord, if he were an incompetent Lord, this would be no comfort at all. So, what is he 
like? Well, here’s what Isaiah sees next.  
 
Look at verse 2: Above him stood the seraphim. Each had six wings: with two he 
covered his face, and with two he covered his feet, and with two he flew. Isaiah sees 
these angelic beings who live in the presence of the Lord, and then he hears what they 
say. Look at verse 3: And one called to another and said: “Holy, holy, holy is the LORD 
of hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory!” This is what the Lord is like. He is holy, holy, 
holy. 
 
The book of Isaiah was originally written in Hebrew. And in ancient Hebrew there are no 
exclamation marks, there is no bold or italic or underlined text, there aren’t any of these 
methods to emphasize a point. So, if you want to add emphasis, you add repetition.  
 
Calling God holy is one thing. Calling him “holy, holy” would be emphatic. But to call him 
holy, holy, holy is to say in the strongest possible terms: This is what he is like! 
 
And what is God’s holiness? I love this simple definition from Alec Motyer. He says, 
God’s holiness is “his total and unique moral majesty.”1 God’s holiness means there is 
no flaw in him whatsoever. All he is and all he does is totally, uniquely, morally majestic. 
Unlike everything else we know, he is perfect. And this is such good news. 
 
If you’re disappointed with what you see in this world… If you’re discouraged… When 
you look to the Lord you will see something totally different! 

 
1 J. Alec Motyer, The Prophecy of Isaiah: An Introduction Commentary; (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1998), 77. 
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He is utter perfection. He carries out his lordship with spotless morality and complete 
competence. Everything he does is good and right. The Lord who is on the throne, the 
Lord who is near, is holy, holy, holy! Ask him for the strength to see that with the eyes of 
your heart. Ask him to increase your faith in his total and unique moral majesty. And find 
the courage and the comfort that comes from knowing the Lord is holy. 
 
Isaiah’s vision is a vision for the discouraged. Next, I want you to see how it is also… 

 
2. A vision for the sinful 
 
What Isaiah sees is encouraging, but it’s also devastating. He is confronted with the Lord seated 
on the throne of heaven, who is near, who is holy. And in the light of his presence, Isaiah not 
only sees the darkness around him, but also the darkness within him. He is confronted with the 
curse of sin. 
 

A. The curse of sin 
 
Look at verse 4: And the foundations of the thresholds shook at the voice of him who 
called, and the house was filled with smoke. 
 
Isaiah sees the presence of the Lord filling the temple, the angels are declaring his 
holiness, and the whole temple begins to shake violently and fill with smoke. And Isaiah 
is terrified, but not for the reason we might expect. It would be natural to think that Isaiah 
is afraid because the whole building is trembling. The temple was a massive structure of 
stone. If this earthquake caused by God’s presence continued the whole thing could 
come crashing down. But Isaiah’s fear has nothing to do with the mere fact that the 
temple is shaking. No, his fear is entirely the result of the One who is causing the temple 
to shake.  
 
Listen to what he says in verse 5. And I said: “Woe is me! For I am lost; for I am a man 
of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips; for my eyes have 
seen the King, the LORD of hosts!” 
 
It’s the sight of the Lord, that causes Isaiah to cry out, “Woe is me!”  
 
In the Bible, to pronounce woe upon someone is to pronounce a curse upon them. For 
example, just a few chapters after this story, in Isaiah 10:1-2, the Lord declares, Woe to 
those who decree iniquitous decrees, and the writers who keep writing oppression, to 
turn aside the needy from justice and to rob the poor of my people their right… What will 
you do on the day of punishment? 
 
God is saying to those committing acts of oppression and injustice, “Woe to you! You are 
committing egregious sin! And you will be punished!” But here in chapter 6, upon seeing 
the Lord, Isaiah declares, “Woe is me!” “I am lost,” he says. Or, as some other English 
translations put it, “I am ruined. I am destroyed. I am doomed.” 
 
And why is Isaiah doomed? He tells us… For I am a man of unclean lips. Isaiah is 
confronted with the perfect holiness of the Lord, and as a result, he sees the 
imperfection of his own life, even the imperfection of his lips. He knows that his mouth, 
which, as a prophet, has been used to speak the Word of God, has also been used to 
sin against God.  
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Like all of us, he belongs to the fallen human race, where no part of us remains 
unstained by the curse of sin. Our mouths praise God in one moment and dishonor him 
in another. Our eyes gaze upon the beauty of his creation and then turn and linger on 
utter impurity. We use our hands to help others and to do harm. And the unclean parts of 
our lives may seem small and subtle, to the point where we might even forget they are 
there, until we are confronted with the holiness of God. 
 
Then, as if we were staring into one of those make-up mirrors with the magnifying glass 
and the bright light, all our blemishes are revealed. And apart from God’s grace, all there 
is to say is, “Woe is me. I am lost.” But God gives grace! And Isaiah’s vision reveals the 
curse of sin, but also the cleansing of sin that the Lord alone provides. 
 
B. The cleansing of sin 
 
Look at this beautiful example of the mercy of God in verses 6-7: Then one of the 
seraphim flew to me, having in his hand a burning coal that he had taken with tongs from 
the altar. And he touched my mouth and said: “Behold, this has touched your lips; your 
guilt is taken away, and your sin atoned for.” Isaiah is standing there, awestruck by the 
presence of God, and completely devastated by the reality of his sin. I wonder what he 
expected to happen next.  
 
In all likelihood, he thought he would die. But one of the angels picks up a burning coal 
from the altar, the place of sacrifice in the temple, where animals died as substitutes for 
the people. And the angel takes that coal, he touches Isaiah’s mouth and says, Behold, 
this has touched your lips; your guilt is taken away, and your sin atoned for. The coal 
from the altar touches the precise place in Isaiah’s life where he identified his guilt. And 
by God’s grace, that guilt is taken away. That sin is atoned for, covered, by the sacrifice 
on the altar. There’s no more woe. There’s no more doom. And Isaiah can now stand 
with confidence in the presence of his God.  
 
And friend, this is precisely what happens when we bring our sin to the Lord today. 1 
John 1:9 says, If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. Why? Because the ultimate sacrifice has been 
made on the altar. The Lord himself, he who is high and lifted up, descended into the 
darkness of this world, and laid down his life on the cross.  
 
His death was a sacrifice sufficient to cover every single sin for every single person who 
will turn to him in repentance and faith. And when you come and confess your sin to him, 
he will touch that area of your life, that precise place that fills you with guilt and shame, 
and he will take it away, covering your uncleanness with grace. There will be no more 
woe. No more doom. And you will be able to stand with confidence in the presence of 
your God! 
 
So, what is the part of your life that you know is unclean? Where do you know there is 
guilt? What causes you to feel shame? If you can’t name anything… If you can’t see 
anything… then you have not yet seen what Isaiah saw… You haven’t seen God’s 
holiness.  
 
Because when we do, we see our uncleanness. And when we see it, we can bring it to 
him, in honest confession. And the Lord Jesus himself will touch that part of our lives 
with cleansing mercy, taking away our guilt, and atoning for our sin. 
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Friend, if you have never confessed your sin to Jesus, do it today, and experience his 
grace! And brothers and sisters in Christ, may we never lose our awe that our Lord loves 
us, and gave himself for us. May we come to him regularly, in honest confession, 
knowing that he is faithful, and he is just to forgive us and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. 

 
Conclusion 
 
This is Isaiah’s vision of God. It’s a vision for the discouraged. It’s a vision for the sinful. But 
here’s something crucial to see as we wrap this up today: we cannot have the first without the 
second. We cannot be encouraged by the Lord’s reign, presence, and holiness if our guilt 
remains. In fact, these things will be a terror to us. They will only mean woe. They will only 
mean doom. 
 
But when we know that he has taken away our guilt and atoned for our sin everything changes. 
The fact that the Lord is on the throne becomes our greatest source of stability. The fact that the 
Lord is near becomes our greatest source of strength. The fact that the Lord is holy becomes 
our greatest reason to rejoice. 
 
In the year that King Uzziah died, Isaiah saw the Lord. In this new year, may we fix our eyes on 
the Lord as well. 


