
 
 
It is a joy to be back, and to open the Word of God with you today. It will soon be Christmas when we 
celebrate the coming of Jesus Christ into the world. God came down from heaven and entered our 
world. The Word became flesh and dwelt among us. 
 
Why did Jesus come? 
The entire New Testament answers that question.  
 

• Paul tells us that Jesus came to reconcile us to God. “In Christ, God was reconciling the 
world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them” (2 Cor 5:19). 

• John tells us that “The Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world” (1 Jn 4:14). 

• Hebrews tells us that He “came to destroy the one who has the power of death…and to 
bring many sons to glory” (Heb 2:10, 14).  

• Revelation tells that that he came to “ransom people for God from every tribe and language 
and people and nation” (Rev 5:9). 

 
Did Jesus Himself ever speak directly about why He came into the world? Did he ever say, “Here’s why I 
have come”? Yes, He did. Perhaps the best-known example is when Jesus said, “I came that they may 
have life and have it abundantly” (Jn 10:10). What a marvelous promise! 
 
When I followed this track, I found seven occasions when Jesus spoke directly and personally about why 
He came into the world. There were other occasions when Jesus spoke about why He came indirectly: 
“The Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost” (Luke 19:10). “The Son of Man, came…to serve and 
to give his life as a ransom for many” (Mk 10:45). 
 
But there are 7 occasions where Jesus tells us directly and personally why He came into the world. 
Three of them are recorded in Matthew and Luke, and four of them are recorded in John. There are 
three weekends before Christmas this year, so I want us to hear Jesus own words about why He came 
into the world, from Matthew and Luke, and perhaps next Christmas we will complete the series from 
the Gospel of John.  
 
So please turn with me to Matthew 5, where we find the first of our Lord’s own statements about why 
He came: “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish 
them but to fulfill them” (Matt 5:17).  
 
1. Jesus Did Not Come To Abolish The Law 
 
“Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets” (Matt 5:17).  
A good teacher always anticipates misunderstanding, and here, Jesus corrects a false assumption. 
 
If you thought that the message of the Bible is that we are all sinners and were once under the 
condemnation of God’s Law but Jesus has come, and He paid the price of our sins, so now we can get on 
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with our lives much as we did before, though we must always remember to thank Him for what He has 
done, that would be a complete misunderstanding.  
 
Jesus says, “Do not think that I have come to abolish the law and the prophets.” Then He says, “For 
truly, I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not an iota, not a dot, will pass from the Law until 
all is accomplished” (v18). 
 
One day, heaven and earth will pass away. On that day, God will create new heavens and a new earth  
This old planet will be renewed and restored; Finally released from its pain and its groaning.  
 
When that days comes, the law will pass away because its work will be done. The righteousness will be 
declared “not guilty” and the wicked will be condemned.  
 
When that day comes, the prophets will pass away because all that they predicted will be accomplished. 
Faith will be turned to sight: God will be with His people and He will wipe all tears from our eyes. The 
new heaven and the new earth will be the home of righteousness, and the wicked will be outside 
forever. 
 
When “all is accomplished” (v18), the law and the prophets will pass away, but until that days comes, 
the law and the prophets remain. Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets 
(Matt 5:17). Jesus did not come into the world so that we might say, “There’s no more law.” The law 
stands as God’s definition of righteousness. God tells us what a good life looks like and it would be a 
complete misunderstanding to think that because Jesus came, we have no more duty towards the law of 
God. 
 
1. Jesus Did Not Come To Abolish The law. 
2. Jesus Came To Fulfill The Law 
a. In His Life 
 
“Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but 
to fulfill them” (Matt 5:17).  
 
The prophets had spoken about one who would come on whom the hopes of all depend. Isaiah said that 
a “virgin would conceive and bear a son” (Isa 7:14). And when Mary bore Jesus that prophecy was 
fulfilled. 
 
The prophet Micah said that the One who would rule and shepherd God’s people would come out of 
Bethlehem (Mic 5:2). And when Jesus was born in Bethlehem, that prophecy was fulfilled. 
 
Jesus fulfilled the prophets in His life, and Jesus fulfilled the law in His life. Jesus said to them, “My food 
is to do the will of him who sent me and to accomplish his work” (Jn 4:34). 
 
Jesus loved doing the Father’s will. It was food to Him. He could say supremely, “I delight to do your will, 
O my God; your law is within my heart.” (Ps 40:8). 
 
“He said, I have come down from heaven, not to do my own will but the will of him who sent me.” (Jn 
6:38). On another occasion, He said, “He who sent me is with me. He has not left me alone, for I always 
do the things that are pleasing to him” (Jn 8:29).  
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By God’s grace, we can sometimes say that we do the things that please the Father but only Jesus could 
say “I always do the things that are pleasing to him. Jesus could say, I have kept my Father's 
commandments and abide in his love” (Jn 15:10). 
 
He fulfilled – lived out – all that the law requires in His life.  
b. In His Death 
 
The prophets spoke about a suffering servant who would be “pierced for our transgressions” and 
“crushed for our iniquities” (Isa 53:5). In Psalm 22, David depicts the suffering of a man whose hands 
and feet are pierced (v16). He is mocked (v7). His bones are pulled out of joint, (v14). His garments are 
divided by casting lots, (v18) and He cries out, “My God, my God why have you forsaken me?” (v1).  
 
Jesus fulfilled the prophets in his death. And Jesus fulfilled the law in His death. The law prescribes 
penalties as well as requirements. Blessings would follow obeying God’s law. Curses would follow 
breaking God’s law. 
 
When God’s people entered the Promised Land, they walked through a valley at the bottom of Mount 
Ebal. Heralds were sent to the top of the mountain and, as people walked through the valley, they 
shouted out the curses that world come on them if they broke God’s law.  
 
“‘Cursed be anyone who dishonors his father or his mother.’ And all the people shall say, ‘Amen.’ 
‘Cursed be anyone who moves his neighbor's landmark.’ And all the people shall say, ‘Amen.’ ‘Cursed be 
anyone who does not confirm the words of this law by doing them.’ And all the people shall say, ‘Amen.’ 
(Deut 27:16-17, 26). 
 
Can you imagine walking past mount Ebal, hearing these curses, and saying to yourself, “If I break the 
law of God, I am under a curse.” 
 
We have an obligation to the law of God that we have not fulfilled. And our failure to fulfill the law 
brings a curse. 
 
But Jesus came on a mission to fulfill the law. He fulfilled the requirements of the law in His life and He 
paid the penalties of the law in His death. “Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a 
curse for us—for it is written, “Cursed is everyone who is hanged on a tree” (Gal 3:13). 
 
The curse that would have been on us, fell on Him. That is why there is therefore now, no condemnation 
for those who are in Christ Jesus (Rom 8:1). Jesus came to fulfill the law.  
 
He fulfilled The law In His life 
He fulfilled the law In His death... 
c. In His People  
 
“For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter 
the kingdom of heaven” (Matt 5:20). Here we come to the astonishing statement of Jesus in v20, “For I 
tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the 
kingdom of heaven” (Matt 5:20).  
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How is that possible? The scribes and the Pharisees devoted their entire lives to the pursuit of 
righteousness.  To follow the law was their vocation. How can my righteousness exceed that of the 
scribes and the Pharisees? 
 
Jesus was scathing in His critique of the Pharisees and their supposed righteousness. First, because their 
righteousness was arrogant. The Pharisees liked to pray where they could be seen. Jesus said to his 
disciples, you do your praying in private “When you pray, go into your room and shut the door and pray 
to your Father who is in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will reward you.” (Matt 6:6).   
 
The Pharisees liked people to know what they were giving: Jesus said to His disciples, ‘when you give to 
the needy, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing. “Then your father who sees in 
secret will reward you” (Matt 6:3-4). 
 
Your righteousness had better exceed that of the Pharisees because theirs is arrogant.   
 
Then Jesus was scathing in His critique of the Pharisees because their righteousness was external   
“You clean the outside of the cup…but inside you are full of greed and self indulgence” (Matt 23:25). 
 
You are like whitewashed tombs: You look fine on the outside, but full of dead people’s bones on the 
inside (v27). Man looks on the outward appearance but God looks on the heart. And Jesus says, ‘If you 
are going to enter heaven you need a better righteousness than the Pharisees. “I tell you, unless your 
righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.” 
(v20). 
 
Now it would be easy at this point to say, “This is why we need to trust Jesus as Savior so that we will 
have His perfect righteousness which is better by far than that of the Pharisees. And that of course is 
true. But I don’t think that is what Jesus is saying here.   
 
Jesus is calling his disciples to the pursuit of a righteous life.  
unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of 
heaven, (v20). Christ calls us to pursue a righteousness that is better than the Pharisees. A righteousness 
that is humble and that comes from the heart. 
 
Jesus came to bring about the New Covenant, and the central blessing of the New Covenant is that God 
will write His law on our hearts. I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts (Jer 
31:33) 
 
Jesus came into the world so that we should live new and different that are pleasing to God. He came to 
fulfill the law in His life and in His death but He also came to fulfill the law in His people. “He died for all, 
that those who live might no longer live for themselves but for him who for their sake died and was 
raised” (2 Cor 5:15).   
 
“He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness” (1 
Pet 2:24) . 
 
“For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do, by sending his own Son in the 
likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, in order that the righteous 
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requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to 
the Spirit” (Rom 8:3-4). 
 
It is a wonderful truth that Jesus fulfilled the righteous requirements of the law for us. But what Paul 
says here is that God sent His Son into the world “In order that the righteous requirements of the law 
might be fulfilled in us.” 
 
How is that possible? How can you live the life to which God calls you? The Pharisees believed that it 
was a matter of focused effort. That was why they were so arrogant and so condemning of other 
people. “We are making the effort, and you are not.”   
 
I suspect that the greatest misunderstanding of the gospel is the idea that Jesus was simply a good 
moral teacher who told us how to live. And that if we want to please God, we must follow His teaching.  
 
If you have tried to do that, you will know that it is unsustainable. You say, “If I really focus my energy, 
and exercise self-discipline, I can do this. I can live a life that will be pleasing to God.” That’s what the 
Pharisees did. 
 
In your heart you are trying to be something that you are not, and sooner or later, it will catch up with 
you. One day you will find yourself saying, “I can’t do this any longer” I have to give way to what I really 
want. 
 
The only way you can to live the life to which Christ calls you is that righteousness should become your 
deepest desire. That is why Jesus said to a Nicodemus, “you must be born again.” You are trying to live a 
righteous life, but unless the Holy Spirit brings you to a new birth, you “cannot see the kingdom of God”, 
(John 3:3). 
 
Christ calls you to pursue a life of love a righteous life, and that is only possible by the power of the Holy 
Spirit. 
 
But here’s the good news: The life to which Jesus calls you is possible by the power of the Holy Spirit 
“For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do, by sending his own Son in the 
likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, in order that the righteous 
requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to 
the Spirit” (Rom 8:3-4). 
 
The purpose of grace, the reason Jesus came into the world, is that you may be able to live a new life – a 
life of love - that is pleasing to God and this life is made possible for you by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 
There’s a great story about a man serving time in prison because he was a thief. Stealing had been his 
way of life, until the long arm of the law caught up with him. During his time in prison, he heard the 
good news of Jesus Christ and was wonderfully converted. 
 
When the time came for his release, the man knew that he would face a great struggle. Most of his old 
friends were thieves, and he knew it would not be easy for him to break the pattern of his old way of 
life. 
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On the first Sunday of his new freedom, he slipped into a church building. The Ten Commandments 
were inscribed on a plaque at the front, and his eyes were immediately drawn to the words of the 
command that seemed to condemn him: “You shall not steal.” 
 
That’s the last thing that I need, he thought to himself. I know my weakness. I know my failure, and I 
know the battle I’m going to have. As the service progressed, he kept looking at the plaque. And as he 
reread the words, they seemed to take on a new meaning. Previously he had read these words in the 
tone of a condemning command: “You shall not steal!” But now it seemed that God was speaking these 
same words to him as a liberating promise: “You shall not steal!” The man was a new person in Christ, 
and God was promising that the Holy Spirit would make it possible for him to overcome his old way of 
life. 
 
When you believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, God will give you His Holy Spirit so that you can live a life that 
is pleasing to Him. His power will make the difference between a struggle in which you are destined for 
defeat and a battle in which you will have ultimate victory.  
 
I want to end today with three invitations: 
 
1. Listen To Jesus 
Jesus did not come to abolish the law. Not a dot will pass from it till all has been accomplished. So, own 
your obligation to the law of God and confess to Him that you have not fulfilled it. 
 
2. Trust Jesus 
He came to fulfill the law, and He has fulfilled it. Jesus bore the penalty of the law when He died for 
sinners, so you can come to Him humbly and ask Him for mercy and grace: Ask Him to forgive your sin; 
Ask Him to change your heart by the power of His Holy Spirit.   
 
3. Follow Jesus 
Our first response to Advent should be to follow Jesus by committing ourselves to the pursuit of better 
lives. He calls us to a righteousness that exceeds that of the Pharisees and He gives us His Spirit for that 
very purpose.  
 
When the Spirit of God lives in you, your righteousness will exceed that of the Scribes and the Pharisees. 
There won’t be any arrogance or swagger about you, because you know that your righteousness did not 
come from yourself. It came from Jesus, whose Holy Spirit lives in you.  
 
And you won’t be trying to pretend you are something you are not. The Holy Spirit of God will fan the 
flame of your new love for Christ and your new desire for righteousness. So that the righteous 
requirements of the law may be fulfilled in you as you walk not according to the desires of the flesh but 
according to the desires of the Spirit. 
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