
We Retract 
 
We are retracting our open letter published in the Harvard Crimson on February 4th, 2022. Our concerns 
were transparency, process and university procedures, which go beyond the merits of any individual 
case. We failed to appreciate the impact that this would have on our students, and we were lacking full 
information about the case. We are committed to all students experiencing Harvard as a safe and 
equitable institution for teaching and learning. Indeed we share the sentiments expressed in our 
colleagues’ letter of Feb. 8 regarding the need to seek “better protections and more expedient, 
transparent, equitable, and independent investigative procedures,” and acknowledge this must be done 
“without presuming to know the full findings of confidential investigations or acting in ways that 
intimidate students and inhibit them from divulging experiences of harm. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Carolyn Abbate 
Paul and Catherine Buttenwieser University Professor 
 
Sven Beckert 
Laird Bell Professor of History, Harvard University 
 
Homi Bhabha, Anne F. Rothenberg Professor of the Humanities, Harvard University 
 
Jacqueline Bhabha 
Professor of the Practice of Health and Human Rights, Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health  
 
Caroline Elkins 
Professor of History and African and African American Studies, Harvard University 
 
Paul Farmer 
Kolokotrones University Professor, Harvard University 
 

Alejandro de la Fuente Professor of African and African American Studies and of History, Harvard 

University 
 
Henry Louis Gates Jr 
Alphonse Fletcher University Professor, Harvard University 
 
Theodore Gilman 
Executive Director, Weatherhead Center for International Affairs, Harvard University 
 
Stephen Greenblatt  
Cogan University Professor of the Humanities, Harvard University 
 
Susan Greenhalgh  
John King & Wilma Cannon Fairbank Research Professor of Chinese Society, Harvard University 
 
Evelynn Hammonds 
Barbara Gutmann Rosenkrantz Professor of the History of Science, 



Professor of African and African American Studies, Harvard University 
 
Michael Herzfeld 

Ernest E. Monrad Research Professor of the Social Sciences Emeritus, Department of Anthropology, 
Harvard University 
 
Evelyn Brooks Higginbotham 
Victor S. Thomas Professor of History and of African and African American Studies, Harvard University 
 
Jennifer Hochschild 
H.L. Jayne Professor of Government and Professor of African and African American Studies 
 
Jay H. Jasanoff 
Diebold Professor of Indo-European Linguistics and Philology, Harvard University 
 
Maya Jasanoff 
X.D. and Nancy Yang Professor, Coolidge Professor of History, Harvard University 
 
Sheila Jasanoff 
Pforzheimer Professor of Science and Technology Studies, Harvard Kennedy School 
 
Biodun Jeyifo 
Professor of African and African American Studies and of Comparative Literature, Harvard University, 
Emeritus 
 
Jamaica Kincaid 
Professor of African and African American Studies, Harvard University 
 
Michèle Lamont 
Professor of Sociology and of African and African American Studies and the Robert I. Goldman Professor 
of European Studies, Harvard University 
 
Jill Lepore 
David Woods Kemper ’41 Professor of American History, Harvard University 
 
Lisa McGirr 
Professor of History, Harvard University 
 
Ingrid Monson 
Quincy Jones Professor of African American Music 
Professor of Music and African and African American Studies, Harvard University 
 
Marcyliena Morgan 
Ernest E. Monrad Professor of the Social Sciences, Professor of African and 
African American Studies, Harvard University 
 
John Mugane, Professor of the Practice of African Languages and Cultures, Department of African 
and African Studies, Harvard University 



 
Carol Oja 
William Powell Mason Professor of Music, Harvard University 
 
Jacob Olupona 
Professor of African and African American Studies and Professor of African Religious Traditions, Harvard 
Divinity School, Harvard University 
 
Eugene Richardson 
Assistant Professor of Global Health and Social Medicine, Harvard Medical School 
 
Kay Kaufman Shelemay 
G. Gordon Watts Professor of Music and Professor of African and African American Studies, Harvard 
University 
 
Mariano Siskind 

Professor of Romance Languages and Literatures and Comparative Literature, Harvard 
University 
 
Doris Sommer 
Ira Jewell Williams, Jr.  Professor of Romance Language 
and Literatures, Harvard University  
 
Diana Sorensen 
James F. Rothenberg Professor of Romance Languages & Literatures, and of Comparative Literature, 
Harvard University 
 
Lucie White 
Louis A. Horvitz Professor of Law at Harvard Law School 
 
 
 


