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The Power of Worship  
Sunday, March 6 – Pastor Jimmy Witcher 
Face to Face With God 
 
Acts 15:13-19 (TPT) 
When they had finished, Jacob took the floor and said, “Ladies and gentlemen, listen. Peter has explained 
thoroughly that God has determined to win a people for himself from among the non-Jewish nations. And the 
prophet’s words are fulfilled: ‘After these things I will return to you and raise up the tabernacle of David that 
has fallen into ruin. I will restore and rebuild what David experienced so that all of humanity will be able to 
encounter the Lord including the gentiles whom I have called to be my very own,’ says the Lord. For I have 
made known my works from eternity!’ “So, in my judgment, we should not add any unnecessary burden upon 
the non-Jewish converts who are turning to God.” 
 
John 4:21-24 (TPT) 
Jesus responded, “Believe me, dear woman, the time has come when you won’t worship the Father on a 
mountain nor in Jerusalem, but in your heart. Your people don’t really know the One they worship. We Jews 
worship out of our experience, for it’s from the Jews that salvation is made available. From here on, 
worshiping the Father will not be a matter of the right place but with the right heart. For God is a Spirit, and he 
longs to have sincere worshipers who worship and adore him in the realm of the Spirit and in truth.” 
 
1. Worship is an action of affection expressed physically, emotionally, & spiritually. 
 
Exodus 33:12-16 (NLT) 
One day Moses said to the Lord, “You have been telling me, ‘Take these people up to the Promised Land.’ But 
you haven’t told me whom you will send with me. You have told me, ‘I know you by name, and I look favorably 
on you.’ If it is true that you look favorably on me, let me know your ways so I may understand you more fully 
and continue to enjoy your favor. And remember that this nation is your very own people.”  
The Lord replied, “I will personally go with you, Moses, and I will give you rest—everything will be fine for 
you.” Then Moses said, “If you don’t personally go with us, don’t make us leave this place. 16 How will anyone 
know that you look favorably on me—on me and on your people—if you don’t go with us? For your presence 
among us sets your people and me apart from all other people on the earth.”  

2. Worship opens us up to the Personal Presence of God. 

1 Samuel 4:1-5,10,11 (NLT) 
 At that time Israel was at war with the Philistines. The Israelite army was camped near Ebenezer, and the 
Philistines were at Aphek. The Philistines attacked and defeated the army of Israel, killing 4,000 men. After the 
battle was over, the troops retreated to their camp, and the elders of Israel asked, “Why did the Lord allow us 
to be defeated by the Philistines?” Then they said, “Let’s bring the Ark of the Covenant of the Lord from 
Shiloh. If we carry it into battle with us, it will save us from our enemies.” So they sent men to Shiloh to bring 
the Ark of the Covenant of the Lord of Heaven’s Armies, who is enthroned between the cherubim. Hophni and 
Phinehas, the sons of Eli, were also there with the Ark of the Covenant of God. When all the Israelites saw the 
Ark of the Covenant of the Lord coming into the camp, their shout of joy was so loud it made the ground 
shake! 
So the Philistines fought desperately, and Israel was defeated again. The slaughter was great; 30,000 Israelite 
soldiers died that day. The survivors turned and fled to their tents. The Ark of God was captured, and Hophni 
and Phinehas, the two sons of Eli, were killed.  
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1 Samuel 5:2-4 (NLT) 
They carried the Ark of God into the temple of Dagon and placed it beside an idol of Dagon. But when the 
citizens of Ashdod went to see it the next morning, Dagon had fallen with his face to the ground in front of the 
Ark of the Lord! So they took Dagon and put him in his place again. But the next morning the same thing 
happened—Dagon had fallen face down before the Ark of the Lord again. This time his head and hands had 
broken off and were lying in the doorway. Only the trunk of his body was left intact. 
 
1 Samuel 5:6,7 (NLT) 
Then the Lord’s heavy hand struck the people of Ashdod and the nearby villages with a plague of tumors. 
When the people realized what was happening, they cried out, “We can’t keep the Ark of the God of Israel 
here any longer! He is against us! We will all be destroyed along with Dagon, our god.” 
 
1 Samuel 6:1-6 (NLT) 
The Ark of the Lord remained in Philistine territory seven months in all. Then the Philistines called in their 
priests and diviners and asked them, “What should we do about the Ark of the Lord? Tell us how to return it to 
its own country.”  
“Send the Ark of the God of Israel back with a gift,” they were told. “Send a guilt offering so the plague will 
stop. Then, if you are healed, you will know it was his hand that caused the plague.” 
“What sort of guilt offering should we send?” they asked.  
 And they were told, “Since the plague has struck both you and your five rulers, make five gold tumors and five 
gold rats, just like those that have ravaged your land. Make these things to show honor to the God of Israel. 
Perhaps then he will stop afflicting you, your gods, and your land. Don’t be stubborn and rebellious as Pharaoh 
and the Egyptians were. By the time God was finished with them, they were eager to let Israel go.  
 
1 Samuel 7:1,2 (NLT) 
So the men of Kiriath-jearim came to get the Ark of the Lord. They took it to the hillside home of Abinadab and 
ordained Eleazar, his son, to be in charge of it. The Ark remained in Kiriath-jearim for a long time—twenty 
years in all. During that time all Israel mourned because it seemed the Lord had abandoned them. 
 
Matthew 27:50,51 (TPT) 
Jesus passionately cried out, took his last breath, and gave up his spirit. At that moment the veil in the Holy of 
Holies was torn in two from the top to the bottom. 

3. Jesus’ death opened the way to the Personal Presence of God. Worship is how we enter it. 


