
  

Light on a Hill 
Sunday, June 19 – Pastor Jimmy Witcher 
Truth & Love 
 
Matthew 5:14-16 (NLT) 
“You are the light of the world—like a city on a hilltop that cannot be hidden. No one lights a lamp and then 
puts it under a basket. Instead, a lamp is placed on a stand, where it gives light to everyone in the house. In 
the same way, let your good deeds shine out for all to see, so that everyone will praise your heavenly Father. 
 
Ephesians 1:21-23 (NLT) 
Now [Christ] is far above any ruler or authority or power or leader or anything else—not only in this world but 
also in the world to come. God has put all things under the authority of Christ and has made him head over all 
things for the benefit of the church. And the church is his body; it is made full and complete by Christ, who fills 
all things everywhere with himself. 
 
Ephesians 2:1-6 (NLT) 
Once you were dead because of your disobedience and your many sins. You used to live in sin, just like the 
rest of the world, obeying the devil—the commander of the powers in the unseen world. He is the spirit at 
work in the hearts of those who refuse to obey God. All of us used to live that way, following the passionate 
desires and inclinations of our sinful nature. By our very nature we were subject to God’s anger, just like 
everyone else.  
But God is so rich in mercy, and he loved us so much, that even though we were dead because of our sins, he 
gave us life when he raised Christ from the dead. (It is only by God’s grace that you have been saved!) For he 
raised us from the dead along with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms because we are 
united with Christ Jesus. 
 
1. As a Christian, you are seated with Jesus above the devil! 
 
Ephesians 3:20-4:6 (NLT) 
Now all glory to God, who is able, through his mighty power at work within us, to accomplish infinitely more 
than we might ask or think. Glory to him in the church and in Christ Jesus through all generations forever and 
ever! Amen. 
Therefore I, a prisoner for serving the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of your calling, for you have been 
called by God. Always be humble and gentle. Be patient with each other, making allowance for each other’s 
faults because of your love. Make every effort to keep yourselves united in the Spirit, binding yourselves 
together with peace. For there is one body and one Spirit, just as you have been called to one glorious hope 
for the future. There is one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all, who is over all, in all, and 
living through all.  
 
Ephesians 4:7-13 (NLT) 
However, he has given each one of us a special gift through the generosity of Christ. That is why the Scriptures 
say, “When he ascended to the heights, he led a crowd of captives and gave gifts to his people.”  
Notice that it says “he ascended.” This clearly means that Christ also descended to our lowly world. And the 
same one who descended is the one who ascended higher than all the heavens, so that he might fill the entire 
universe with himself.  
Now these are the gifts Christ gave to the church: the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, and the pastors 
and teachers. Their responsibility is to equip God’s people to do his work and build up the church, the body of 
Christ. This will continue until we all come to such unity in our faith and knowledge of God’s Son that we will 



  

be mature in the Lord, measuring up to the full and complete standard of Christ.  
 
2. The purpose for gathering as “the church” in here, is to equip us to be the Church out there. 
 
Ephesians 4:14-16 (NLT) 
Then we will no longer be immature like children. We won’t be tossed and blown about by every wind of new 
teaching. We will not be influenced when people try to trick us with lies so clever they sound like the truth. 
Instead, we will speak the truth in love, growing in every way more and more like Christ, who is the head of his 
body, the church. He makes the whole body fit together perfectly. As each part does its own special work, it 
helps the other parts grow, so that the whole body is healthy and growing and full of love.  
 
John 3:17 (NLT) 
God sent his Son into the world not to judge the world, but to save the world through him. 
 
Matthew 7:1-5 (NLT) 
“Do not judge others, and you will not be judged. For you will be treated as you treat others. The standard you 
use in judging is the standard by which you will be judged.  
“And why worry about a speck in your friend’s eye when you have a log in your own? How can you think of 
saying to your friend, ‘Let me help you get rid of that speck in your eye,’ when you can’t see past the log in 
your own eye? Hypocrite! First get rid of the log in your own eye; then you will see well enough to deal with 
the speck in your friend’s eye. 
 
3. By seeing the lies and then speaking truth in love, we unlock hearts for Jesus. 


