
HEARING GOD 

Recognizing His Voice in Your Life 

PART IV: THE SPEAKING SHEPHERD 

 

John 10:1-5 

“Most assuredly, I say to you, he who does not enter the sheepfold by the door, but 

climbs up some other way, the same is a thief and a robber. 2 But he who enters by the 

door is the shepherd of the sheep. 3 To him the doorkeeper opens, and the sheep hear 

his voice; and he calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 4 And when he 

brings out his own sheep, he goes before them; and the sheep follow him, for they know 

his voice. 5 Yet they will by no means follow a stranger, but will flee from him, for they do 

not know the voice of strangers.”  

 

John 10:16 

And other sheep I have which are not of this fold; them also I must bring, and they will 

hear My voice; and there will be one flock and one shepherd.  

 

John 10:27 

My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me.  

 

LEARNING TO RECOGNIZE GOD’S VOICE 

 

John 10:4b-5 

“… he goes before them, and the sheep follow him, for they know his voice. 5 Yet they 

will by no means follow a stranger, but will flee from him, for they do not know the voice 

of strangers.” 

 

THREE ELEMENTS JESUS DESCRIBES IN A SUCCESSFUL 

RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN HIM AND HIS FOLLOWERS: 

 

1. They know (recognize and acknowledge) His voice. 



 

2. They follow Him according to what they hear Him saying. 

 

3. They do not “know” the voice of “strangers” and will not follow 

them. 

 

James 4:6-7 

God resists the proud, but gives grace to the humble. 7 Submit to God, then resist the 

devil and he will flee.   

SEVEN WAYS GOD SPEAKS 

 

1. HIS WORD 

 

2 Timothy 3:16-17 

All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 

correction, for instruction in righteousness, 17 that the man of God may be complete, 

thoroughly equipped for every good work. 

 

2. HIS SPIRIT 

 

John 14:26 

But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you 

all things, and bring to your remembrance all things that I said to you. 

 

John 16:12-14 

I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. 13 However, when 

He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth; for He will not speak on 

His own authority, but whatever He hears He will speak; and He will tell you things to 

come. 14 He will glorify Me, for He will take of what is Mine and declare it to you.  

 

Acts 13:2 



As they ministered to the Lord and fasted, the Holy Spirit said, “Now separate to Me 

Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.”  

 

3. HIS PEACE 

 

Colossians 3:15 

And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to which also you were called in one body; 

and be thankful.  

 

Exodus 28:30 

And you shall put in the breastplate of judgment the Urim and the Thummim, and they 

shall be over Aaron’s heart when he goes in before the Lord. So Aaron shall bear the 

judgment of the children of Israel over his heart before the Lord continually.  

 

John 14:26-27  

But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you 

all things, and bring to your remembrance all things that I said to you. 27 Peace I leave 

with you, My peace I give to you; not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your 

heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.  

 

4. AUTHORITY 

 

Romans 13:1-5 

Let every soul be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except 

from God, and the authorities that exist are appointed by God. 2 Therefore whoever 

resists the authority resists the ordinance of God, and those who resist will bring 

judgment on themselves. 3 For rulers are not a terror to good works, but to evil. Do you 

want to be unafraid of the authority? Do what is good, and you will have praise from the 

same. 4 For he is God’s minister to you for good. But if you do evil, be afraid; for he does 

not bear the sword in vain; for he is God’s minister, an avenger to execute wrath on him 

who practices evil. 5 Therefore you must be subject, not only because of wrath but also 

for conscience’ sake.  

 



5. DREAMS AND VISIONS 

 

Acts 2:17-18 

‘And it shall come to pass in the last days, says God, That I will pour out of My Spirit on 

all flesh; Your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, Your young men shall see 

visions, Your old men shall dream dreams. 18 And on My menservants and on My 

maidservants I will pour out My Spirit in those days; And they shall prophesy.  

 

6. FELLOW BELIEVERS 

 

1 Corinthians 12:4-11 

There are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. 5 There are differences of ministries, 

but the same Lord. 6 And there are diversities of activities, but it is the same God who 

works all in all. 7 But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to each one for the profit of all: 

8 for to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, to another the word of 

knowledge through the same Spirit, 9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts 

of healings by the same Spirit, 10 to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, 

to another discerning of spirits, to another different kinds of tongues, to another the 

interpretation of tongues. 11 But one and the same Spirit works all these things, 

distributing to each one individually as He wills. 

 

7. CONFIRMING OR CORRECTIVE CIRCUMSTANCES 

 

Revelation 3:7-8 

“And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write, ‘These things says He who is holy, 

He who is true, “He who has the key of David, He who opens and no one shuts, and 

shuts and no one opens”: 8 “I know your works. See, I have set before you an open door, 

and no one can shut it; for you have a little strength, have kept My word, and have not 

denied My name.” 

 

THE SEVEN-FOLD NATURE OF GOD’S VOICE 

 

1. LOVING / GRACIOUS 



 

Romans 8:1 

There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus, who do not 

walk according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit. 

 

1 John 4:7-8 

Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of God; and everyone who loves is born of 

God and knows God. 8 He who does not love does not know God, for God is love. 

 

2. PEACEFUL 

 

Colossians 3:15 

And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to which also you were called in one body; 

and be thankful. 

 

John 14:27 

Peace I leave with you, My peace I give to you; not as the world gives do I give to you. 

Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid. 

 

3. PERSONAL 

 

Matthew 6:25-33 

25 “Therefore I say to you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will 

drink; nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than food and the body 

more than clothing? 26 Look at the birds of the air, for they neither sow nor reap nor 

gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than 

they? 27 Which of you by worrying can add one cubit to his stature? 28 “So why do you 

worry about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they neither toil nor 

spin; 29 and yet I say to you that even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of 

these. 30 Now if God so clothes the grass of the field, which today is, and tomorrow is 

thrown into the oven, will He not much more clothe you, O you of little faith? 31 “Therefore 

do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we 

wear?’ 32 For after all these things the Gentiles seek. For your heavenly Father knows 



that you need all these things. 33 But seek first the kingdom of God and His 

righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you. 

 

4. BIBLICAL 

 

 

John 16:13 

However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth; for He 

will not speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears He will speak; and He will tell 

you things to come. 

 

5. SPIRITUAL 

 

1 Corinthians 2:9-14 

But as it is written: "Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, Nor have entered into the heart of 

man The things which God has prepared for those who love Him."  10But God has 

revealed them to us through His Spirit. For the Spirit searches all things, yes, the deep 

things of God. 11For what man knows the things of a man except the spirit of the man 

which is in him? Even so no one knows the things of God except the Spirit of God. 

12Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that 

we might know the things that have been freely given to us by God. 13These things we 

also speak, not in words which man's wisdom teaches but which the Holy Spirit teaches, 

comparing spiritual things with spiritual. 14But the natural man does not receive the 

things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; nor can he know them, 

because they are spiritually discerned. 

 

6. CONSISTENT 

 

Hebrews 13:7-9 

Remember those who rule over you, who have spoken the word of God to you, whose 

faith follow, considering the outcome of their conduct. 8Jesus Christ is the same 

yesterday, today, and forever. 9Do not be carried about with various and strange 

doctrines. For it is good that the heart be established by grace, not with foods which 



have not profited those who have been occupied with them. 

 

7. FRUITFUL 

 

Matthew 7:24 

"Therefore whoever hears these sayings of Mine, and does them, I will liken him to a 

wise man who built his house on the rock:...” 


