
I'll Be There For You 

The One Where You Forgive 

Forgiveness is Non-Negotiable - Day 3 

 

All of us at some point or another have experienced both suggestions and directives. 
While both typically offer a point of instruction intended for our good, suggestions leave 
the decision about whether or not to follow-through up to you. Directives, on the other 
hand, insist that follow-through is both expected and required.  
  
Often, we view the choice to forgive through the lens of a suggestion – believing that the 
uniqueness of our circumstances or pain warrants a little more autonomy in how and 
when we choose to forgive. The trouble with the suggestion lens, is that Jesus didn’t 
suggest we forgive others, he commanded it! This was a directive.  
  
In Matthew Jesus explains forgiveness through a story about a man who owes a 
massive debt to the king. The king, rather than punishing the man, chooses to have 
mercy and completely forgives the debt. The man is free! This same man then goes and 
meets with a person who owes him a very small sum of money. Instead of passing 
along the same mercy and forgiveness he has just received from the king, this man 
chooses to throw the person in prison until the debt can be repaid. When the king finds 
out he is furious and sends the man to prison until his debt can be repaid!  
  
Jesus follows this story by saying, “In this same way, my heavenly Father will deal with 
any of you if you do not release forgiveness from your heart toward your fellow believer” 
(Matthew 18:35 (TPT). Because of the great forgiveness and mercy we have received 
from God, it is a non-negotiable that we also choose to forgive others.  
  
As you are considering forgiveness as non-negotiable, think about the following 
things:  

• How has the gift of forgiveness and mercy changed your life? 
• Where is an area you have viewed forgiveness as a suggestion? 
• How can you encourage someone else in understanding that forgiveness is non-

negotiable? 
 
 


