
THE LEADER // THE LEADER IS FAITH-FILLED 
  
Numbers 13:26-14:4 
Now they departed and came back to Moses and Aaron and all the congregation 
of the children of Israel in the Wilderness of Paran, at Kadesh; they brought back 
word to them and to all the congregation, and showed them the fruit of the land. 
27 Then they told him, and said: “We went to the land where you sent us. It truly 
flows with milk and honey, and this is its fruit. 28 Nevertheless the people who 
dwell in the land are strong; the cities are fortified and very large; moreover we 
saw the descendants of Anak there. 29 The Amalekites dwell in the land of the 
South; the Hittites, the Jebusites, and the Amorites dwell in the mountains; and 
the Canaanites dwell by the sea and along the banks of the Jordan.” 30 Then 
Caleb quieted the people before Moses, and said, “Let us go up at once and take 
possession, for we are well able to overcome it.” 31 But the men who had gone up 
with him said, “We are not able to go up against the people, for they are stronger 
than we.” 32 And they gave the children of Israel a bad report of the land which 
they had spied out, saying, “The land through which we have gone as spies is a 
land that devours its inhabitants, and all the people whom we saw in it are men of 
great stature. 33 There we saw the giants (the descendants of Anak came from 
the giants); and we were like grasshoppers in our own sight, and so we were in 
their sight.” 
14 So all the congregation lifted up their voices and cried, and the people wept 
that night. 2 And all the children of Israel complained against Moses and Aaron, 
and the whole congregation said to them, “If only we had died in the land of 
Egypt! Or if only we had died in this wilderness! 3 Why has the Lord brought us to 
this land to fall by the sword, that our wives and children should become victims? 
Would it not be better for us to return to Egypt?” 4 So they said to one another, 
“Let us select a leader and return to Egypt.” 
 
THE THREE CHARACTERISTICS OF FAITH-FILLED LEADERSHIP 

 
1. Faith-filled leadership focuses on God – not people or problems. 
 
Leadership Principle 
The leader has to have the steadiest hand on deck. If you have fear or 
uncertainty you have to deal with it before God or with another leader – but not in 
the presence of those you lead.  
 
 



 
Numbers 14:6-10 
But Joshua the son of Nun and Caleb the son of Jephunneh, who were among 
those who had spied out the land, tore their clothes; 7 and they spoke to all the 
congregation of the children of Israel, saying: “The land we passed through to 
spy out is an exceedingly good land. 8 If the Lord delights in us, then He will bring 
us into this land and give it to us, ‘a land which flows with milk and honey.’ 9 Only 
do not rebel against the Lord, nor fear the people of the land, for they are our 
bread; their protection has departed from them, and the Lord is with us. Do not 
fear them.” 
 
Psalm 16:8 
I have set the Lord always before me; Because He is at my right hand I shall not 
be moved. 
 
Isaiah 26:3 
You will keep him in perfect peace, Whose mind is stayed on You, Because he 
trusts in You. 
 
2. Faith-filled leadership speaks positive, inspiring words of truth. 
 

OUR LIPS DETERMINE OUR LEVEL OF LEADERSHIP 
 
2 Timothy 4:1-2 
In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who will judge the living and the 
dead, and in view of his appearing and his kingdom, I give you this charge: 
2 Preach the word; be prepared in season and out of season; correct, rebuke and 
encourage—with great patience and careful instruction. 
 

SEVEN SINS OF OUR MOUTHS THAT LIMIT OUR ABILITY TO LEAD 
 
a. Negativity: Seeing the glass half empty 
b. Unbelief: Doubting God’s Word or will 
c. Cynicism: Hopeless disbelief 
d. Grumbling: Spreading strife to others 
e. Harshness: Impatience – Insensitivity to those we lead. 
f. Self-pity: Making it about us rather than the bigger picture and the Kingdom of 
God. 
g. Vulgarity and cursing: Using worldly words and means to try to accomplish a 
task. 



 
3. Faith-filled leadership is willing to stand alone as long as it is 
standing on God’s side. 
 
Numbers 14:9-10 
Only do not rebel against the Lord, nor fear the people of the land, for they are 
our bread; their protection has departed from them, and the Lord is with us. Do 
not fear them.” 10 And all the congregation said to stone them with stones. 
 
1 Samuel 17:41-51 
 So the Philistine came, and began drawing near to David, and the man who bore 
the shield went before him. 42 And when the Philistine looked about and saw 
David, he disdained him; for he was only a youth, ruddy and good-looking. 43 So 
the Philistine said to David, “Am I a dog, that you come to me with sticks?” And 
the Philistine cursed David by his gods. 44 And the Philistine said to David, “Come 
to me, and I will give your flesh to the birds of the air and the beasts of the field!” 
45 Then David said to the Philistine, “You come to me with a sword, with a spear, 
and with a javelin. But I come to you in the name of the Lord of hosts, the God of 
the armies of Israel, whom you have defied. 46 This day the Lord will deliver you 
into my hand, and I will strike you and take your head from you. And this day I 
will give the carcasses of the camp of the Philistines to the birds of the air and 
the wild beasts of the earth, that all the earth may know that there is a God in 
Israel. 47 Then all this assembly shall know that the Lord does not save with 
sword and spear; for the battle is the Lord’s, and He will give you into our hands.” 
48 So it was, when the Philistine arose and came and drew near to meet David, 
that David hurried and ran toward the army to meet the Philistine. 49 Then David 
put his hand in his bag and took out a stone; and he slung it and struck the 
Philistine in his forehead, so that the stone sank into his forehead, and he fell on 
his face to the earth. 50 So David prevailed over the Philistine with a sling and a 
stone, and struck the Philistine and killed him. But there was no sword in the 
hand of David. 51 Therefore David ran and stood over the Philistine, took his 
sword and drew it out of its sheath and killed him, and cut off his head with it.  
And when the Philistines saw that their champion was dead, they fled. 


