TOTAL FREEDOM
THE DEVIL’S PLAYBOOK
John 8:31-32
Jesus said to the people who believed in him, “You are truly my disciples if you remain
faithful to my teachings. And you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”
Ephesians 6:10-12
A final word: Be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. Put on all of God’s armor so
that you will be able to stand firm against all strategies of the devil. For we are not
fighting against flesh-and-blood enemies, but against evil rulers and authorities of the
unseen world, against mighty powers in this dark world, and against evil spirits in the
heavenly places.

1. THE DEVIL AND HIS DEMONS ARE REAL
2. THEY HAVE A PLAN
Matthew 16:15-17
Then he asked them, “But who do you say I am?” Simon Peter answered, “You are the
Messiah, the Son of the living God.” Jesus replied, “You are blessed, Simon son of John,
because my Father in heaven has revealed this to you.”
Matthew 16:21-23
From then on Jesus began to tell his disciples plainly that it was necessary for him to go
to Jerusalem, and that he would suffer many terrible things at the hands of the elders,
the leading priests, and the teachers of religious law. He would be killed, but on the third
day he would be raised from the dead. But Peter took him aside and began to reprimand
him for saying such things. “Heaven forbid, Lord,” he said. “This will never happen to
you!” Jesus turned to Peter and said, “Get away from me, Satan! You are a dangerous
trap to me. You are seeing things merely from a human point of view, not from God’s.”

3. DEMONS SEEK ACCESS TO INFLUENCE US AWAY FROM
GOD’S PLAN AND PURPOSES
Genesis 2:15-17
The Lord God placed the man in the Garden of Eden to tend and watch over it. But the
Lord God warned him, “You may freely eat the fruit of every tree in the garden—except
the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. If you eat its fruit, you are sure to die.”

Genesis 3:1-7
Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the Lord God had
made. He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in the
garden’?”

STEP 1: Accuse God of Withholding Good
And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden,
but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst of the garden,
neither shall you touch it, lest you die.’”

STEP 2: Legalize the Issue, Making it About the Rule Following Not the
Relationship
But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely die. For God knows that when
you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.”

STEP 3: Put Ourselves into God’s Rightful Place in Our Lives
So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the
eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate,
and she also gave some to her husband who was with her, and he ate.

STEP 4: Justification – Building a Case for the Sin
At that moment their eyes were opened, and they suddenly felt shame at their
nakedness. So they sewed fig leaves together to cover themselves.

STEP 5: Condemn and Accuse
Ephesians 6:13-17
Therefore, put on every piece of God’s armor so you will be able to resist the enemy in
the time of evil. Then after the battle you will still be standing firm. Stand your ground,
putting on the belt of truth and the body armor of God’s righteousness. For shoes, put on
the peace that comes from the Good News so that you will be fully prepared. In addition
to all of these, hold up the shield of faith to stop the fiery arrows of the devil. Put on
salvation as your helmet, and take the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.

4. GET DRESSED TO MAKE YOUR STAND

