
 

 

God Empowers You 

 
2 Corinthians 12:1-10 

It is doubtless not profitable for me to boast. I will come to visions and revelations of 
the Lord: I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago—whether in the body I do 
not know, or whether out of the body I do not know, God knows—such a one was 

caught up to the third heaven. And I know such a man—whether in the body or out of 
the body I do not know, God knows— how he was caught up into Paradise and heard 
inexpressible words, which it is not lawful for a man to utter. Of such a one I will 
boast; yet of myself I will not boast, except in my infirmities. For though I might 
desire to boast, I will not be a fool; for I will speak the truth. But I refrain, lest 

anyone should think of me above what he sees me to be or hears from me. And lest I 
should be exalted above measure by the abundance of the revelations, a thorn in the 

flesh was given to me, a messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest I be exalted above 
measure. Concerning this thing I pleaded with the Lord three times that it might 

depart from me. And He said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for My strength 
is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore most gladly I will rather boast in my 

infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me. Therefore I take pleasure in 
infirmities, in reproaches, in needs, in persecutions, in distresses, for Christ’s sake. 

For when I am weak, then I am strong. 
 
Paul does an amazing thing here that few believers or leaders would ever do - he 
openly admits his weaknesses to them and the reason for them. In the footsteps of 
Jesus, Paul becomes a truly humble leader who demonstrates a superior spirit. Rather 
than placing himself on a pedestal to be worshipped, he places himself among the 
masses of the imperfect and weak and then explained the secret of why God uses 
him. 

 
Activation – Admit Weakness 

 
2 Corinthians 10:7-11 

You are judging by appearances. If anyone is confident that they belong to Christ, 
they should consider again that we belong to Christ just as much as they do. So even 



if I boast somewhat freely about the authority the Lord gave us for building you up 
rather than tearing you down, I will not be ashamed of it. I do not want to seem to 

be trying to frighten you with my letters. For some say, “His letters are weighty and 
forceful, but in person he is unimpressive and his speaking amounts to nothing.” Such 
people should realize that what we are in our letters when we are absent, we will be 

in our actions when we are present. 
 
Only God’s unmerited blessing and favor will give you the ability to measure up in 
your weaknesses and in your strengths. Even more so, God's favor appears more 
obvious in your weaknesses. Only by God’s grace can you overcome! True success in 
life is only possible as you admit your weaknesses and turn them to God’s grace. 
 
Paul began by stubbornly refusing His thorn, but ended up praising God for His 
weaknesses as He embraced God’s power being perfected in him. This is a road you 
must travel if you are going to be close to God. You have to be honest with 
yourself about the weaknesses you have, so you can allow God's grace to be your 
strength and success in life. 

 
Father God, thank You that You have designed me, made me, and set me in this 
place, in this time, with these people for such a time. I give You thanks for the areas 
You have naturally gifted me in and I give You thanks for the areas where I am weak 
so that I continually and regularly depend and lean on You. Thank You for Your Spirit 
that empowers and strengthens me and Your power that is made perfect in my 
weakness. Help me to lean into complete dependence and reliance on You today! 
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