The Gift of Grace
The Glory of Grace
John 1:14-18
And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as
of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth. John bore witness of Him and
cried out, saying, “This was He of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me is preferred
before me, for He was before me.’” And of His fullness we have all received, and grace
for grace. For the law was given through Moses, but grace and truth came through Jesus
Christ. No one has seen God at any time. The only begotten Son, who is in the bosom of
the Father, He has declared Him.
Exodus 34:5-7
Now the LORD descended in the cloud and stood with him there, and proclaimed the
name of the LORD. And the LORD passed before him and proclaimed, “The LORD, the
LORD God, merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and abounding in goodness and truth,
keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, by no means
clearing the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children and the
children’s children to the third and the fourth generation.”
Exodus 25:21-22
You shall put the mercy seat on top of the ark, and in the ark you shall put the
Testimony that I will give you. And there I will meet with you, and I will speak with you
from above the mercy seat, from between the two cherubim which are on the ark of the
Testimony, about everything which I will give you in commandment to the children of
Israel.

Why Grace Goes First
1. It makes God desirable
Hebrews 4:14-16
Seeing then that we have a great High Priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus
the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. For we do not have a High Priest who
cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but was in all points tempted as we are, yet
without sin. Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain
mercy and find grace to help in time of need.
John 13:34-35
“A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have loved you,
that you also love one another. By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you
have love for one another.”

2. It makes truth bearable
3. It makes the Word understandable

G.R.A.C.E
G – Giving away something that is undeserved
John 3:16
For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in
Him should not perish but have everlasting life.
Ephesians 2:4-9
But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, even
when we were dead in trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have
been saved), and raised us up together, and made us sit together in the heavenly places
in Christ Jesus, that in the ages to come He might show the exceeding riches of His grace
in His kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. For by grace you have been saved through
faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should
boast.
R – Redemptive love
1 Peter 2:21-25
For to this you were called, because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example,
that you should follow His steps: “Who committed no sin, nor was deceit found in His
mouth”; who, when He was reviled, did not revile in return; when He suffered, He did
not threaten, but committed Himself to Him who judges righteously; who Himself bore
our sins in His own body on the tree, that we, having died to sins, might live for
righteousness—by whose stripes you were healed. For you were like sheep going astray,
but have now returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.
1 Peter 3:1
Wives, likewise, be submissive to your own husbands, that even if some do not obey the
word, they, without a word, may be won by the conduct of their wives.
1 Peter 3:7
Husbands, likewise, dwell with them with understanding, giving honor to the wife, as to
the weaker vessel, and as being heirs together of the grace of life, that your prayers may
not be hindered.
1 Peter 3:8-9
Finally, all of you be of one mind, having compassion for one another; love as brothers,
be tenderhearted, be courteous; not returning evil for evil or reviling for reviling, but on

the contrary blessing, knowing that you were called to this, that you may inherit a
blessing.
A – Accepting and befriending people who are unlike us, who are rejecting, or who are
unkind to us
Luke 6:32-35
“But if you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love
those who love them. And if you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is
that to you? For even sinners do the same. And if you lend to those from whom you
hope to receive back, what credit is that to you? For even sinners lend to sinners to
receive as much back. But love your enemies, do good, and lend, hoping for nothing in
return; and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High. For He is
kind to the unthankful and evil.
C – Creating a safe atmosphere for people who are weak or hurting
Matthew 12:18-24
“Behold! My Servant whom I have chosen, My Beloved in whom My soul is well pleased!
I will put My Spirit upon Him, and He will declare justice to the Gentiles. He will not
quarrel nor cry out, nor will anyone hear His voice in the streets a bruised reed He will
not break, and smoking flax He will not quench, till He sends forth justice to victory; and
in His name Gentiles will trust.” Then one was brought to Him who was demonpossessed, blind and mute; and He healed him, so that the blind and mute man both
spoke and saw. And all the multitudes were amazed and said, “Could this be the Son of
David?” Now when the Pharisees heard it they said, “This fellow does not cast out
demons except by Beelzebub, the ruler of the demons.”
E – Extending forgiveness and seeking peace and reconciliation whether it is deserved
or not
Luke 6:36-38
Therefore be merciful, just as your Father also is merciful. “Judge not, and you shall not
be judged. Condemn not, and you shall not be condemned. Forgive, and you will be
forgiven. Give, and it will be given to you: good measure, pressed down, shaken
together, and running over will be put into your bosom. For with the same measure that
you use, it will be measured back to you.”
Matthew 5:9
Blessed are the peacemakers for they shall be called sons of God.

