
 

Aspects of Friendship 

 
John 15:12-17 

“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. Greater love has no 
one than this, that someone lay down his life for his friends. You are my friends if you do what 

I command you. No longer do I call you servants, for the servant does not know what his 
master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all that I have heard from my Father I have 

made known to you. You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that you 
should go and bear fruit and that your fruit should abide, so that whatever you ask the Father 

in my name, he may give it to you. These things I command you, so that you will love one 
another. 

 
Friendship has three components:  
1. Center - the thing that brings us together as a group.  
2. Charge - something we do and look to produce.  
3. Currency- what allows the friend group to move - the reward for the individuals 

within the group. 
 
In John 15:12-17, Jesus breaks down the three components of friendship regarding his 
group of friends. Jesus called the disciples together - "I chose you and appointed you" - 
he is the center. He appointed them to produce lasting fruit - "you should go and bear 
fruit and...your fruit should abide" - the kingdom cause is their charge. Jesus instructed 

them to love each other - "love one another as I have loved you" - love is their reward, 
their currency. 
 

Activation – Check Your Reflection 
 

James 1:22-24 
But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. For if anyone is a hearer 
of the word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks intently at his natural face in a mirror. 

For he looks at himself and goes away and at once forgets what he was like. 
 
You know who you are as it is reflected back to you. The quality of the "mirror" 
dictates your reflection. Your squad and your interactions with them are the "mirrors" 
you have, and they will reflect back to you some aspect of your identity, and you will 
perceive your identity from those reflections. 



Is your SQUAD CENTER leading you towards a positive expression of your 
identity? Today ask the Lord to speak to you about your squad. 
 
Father, thank You for designing me to be in relationship with You and with others. Today, 
speak to me about my squad. Is my squad center leading me to toward a positive expression 
of my identity? In what ways is it? In what ways is it not? What would You have me 
change? Thank You for leading me, guiding me, and directing me as I grow with my squad. In 
Jesus' name. Amen.  
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