
THE OVERCOMING LIFE 
Overcoming Comparison 

 
 
John 21:15-24 
So when they had eaten breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon, son of Jonah, do 
you love Me more than these?” He said to Him, “Yes, Lord; You know that I love You.” 
He said to him, “Feed My lambs.” He said to him again a second time, “Simon, son of 
Jonah, do you love Me?” He said to Him, “Yes, Lord; You know that I love You.” He said 
to him, “Tend My sheep.” He said to him the third time, “Simon, son of Jonah, do you 
love Me?” Peter was grieved because He said to him the third time, “Do you love Me?” 
And he said to Him, “Lord, You know all things; You know that I love You.” Jesus said to 
him, “Feed My sheep. Most assuredly, I say to you, when you were younger, you girded 
yourself and walked where you wished; but when you are old, you will stretch out your 
hands, and another will gird you and carry you where you do not wish.” This He spoke, 
signifying by what death he would glorify God. And when He had spoken this, He said to 
him, “Follow Me.” Then Peter, turning around, saw the disciple whom Jesus loved 
following, who also had leaned on His breast at the supper, and said, “Lord, who is the 
one who betrays You?” Peter, seeing him, said to Jesus, “But Lord, what about this 
man?” Jesus said to him, “If I will that he remain till I come, what is that to you? You 
follow Me.” Then this saying went out among the brethren that this disciple would not 
die. Yet Jesus did not say to him that he would not die, but, “If I will that he remain till I 
come, what is that to you?” This is the disciple who testifies of these things, and wrote 
these things; and we know that his testimony is true. 
 

THE CURSE OF COMPARISON 
 
1. Produces arrogance (superiority), insecurity (inferiority) – or both. 
 
2. It keeps me self-focused and focused on others rather than focusing on 
God. 
 
Romans 8:3-8 
For what the law could not do in that it was weak through the flesh, God did by sending 
His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, on account of sin: He condemned sin in the 
flesh, that the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us who do not walk 
according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. For those who live according to the 
flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the 
Spirit, the things of the Spirit. For to be carnally minded is death, but to be spiritually 
minded is life and peace. Because the carnal mind is enmity against God; for it is not 
subject to the law of God, nor indeed can be. So then, those who are in the flesh cannot 
please God. 



3. On some level, it keeps me mistrustful of God and offended at Him. 
 
4. It causes me to be resentful and rejecting of others who have what I 
want. 
 
5. I try to be something I am not in order to measure up and feel good 
about myself. 
 
6. It is an open door for the devil to work. 
 
James 3:14-16 
But if you have bitter envy and self-seeking in your hearts, do not boast and lie against 
the truth. This wisdom does not descend from above, but is earthly, sensual, demonic. 
For where envy and self-seeking exist, confusion and every evil thing are there. 
 
CONSIDERATIONS CONCERNING COMPARISON 
1. No one gets the whole package. 
 
2. The greater a person’s influence, the less their impact. The more your impact, the less 
your influence. 
 
3. God gives the most profound giftings in people and places we least expect! 
 
1 Corinthians 12:23-25 
And those members of the body which we think to be less honorable, on these we 
bestow greater honor; and our unpresentable parts have greater modesty, but our 
presentable parts have no need. But God composed the body, having given greater 
honor to that part which lacks it, that there should be no schism in the body, but that 
the members should have the same care for one another. 
 
4. EVERYONE HAS PAIN! Many times, it is very private. We look at people in a one-
dimensional manner, choosing what we desire but not realizing what comes with it. 
 

CAUSES OF COMPARISON 
 

1. LACK OF ACCEPTANCE IN WHO GOD MADE ME TO BE 
 
2. LACK OF SECURITY AND IDENTITY IN GOD 
 
Jeremiah 17:5-8 
Thus says the LORD: “Cursed is the man who trusts in man and makes flesh his strength, 
whose heart departs from the LORD. For he shall be like a shrub in the desert, and shall 



not see when good comes, but shall inhabit the parched places in the wilderness, in a 
salt land which is not inhabited. “Blessed is the man who trusts in the LORD, and whose 
hope is the LORD. For he shall be like a tree planted by the waters, which spreads out its 
roots by the river, and will not fear when heat comes; but its leaf will be green, and will 
not be anxious in the year of drought, nor will cease from yielding fruit. 
 
3. GREED 
 
4. THE WRONG CONCEPT OF GOD 
 
5. LACK OF LOVE FOR OTHERS 
 

CURING COMPARISON 
 
1. Thank God for who He has made me to be and accept myself. 
 
2. Trust God with my needs, with my desires, and to make me into the 
person I want to become. 
 
3. Trust God with other people and stop interfering with His work in their 
lives. 
 
4. Bless others in their advantages and be a giver and encourager. 


