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Outlier – Standing Up When You Stand Out  
Sunday, January 23 | Pastor Jimmy Witcher  
The Cost of Promotion 

1 John 4:3 (TPT)  
Everyone who does not acknowledge that Jesus is from God has the spirit of antichrist, which you heard was coming and 
is already active in the world. 

Daniel 1:8-16 (NLT) 
But Daniel was determined not to defile himself by eating the food and wine given to them by the king. He asked the chief 
of staff for permission not to eat these unacceptable foods. Now God had given the chief of staff both respect and 
affection for Daniel. But he responded, “I am afraid of my lord the king, who has ordered that you eat this food and wine. 
If you become pale and thin compared to the other youths your age, I am afraid the king will have me beheaded.” Daniel 
spoke with the attendant who had been appointed by the chief of staff to look after Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and 
Azariah. “Please test us for ten days on a diet of vegetables and water,” Daniel said. “At the end of the ten days, see how 
we look compared to the other young men who are eating the king’s food. Then make your decision in light of what you 
see.” The attendant agreed to Daniel’s suggestion and tested them for ten days. At the end of the ten days, Daniel and his 
three friends looked healthier and better nourished than the young men who had been eating the food assigned by the 
king. So after that, the attendant fed them only vegetables instead of the food and wine provided for the others.  

1. Don’t let the big picture discourage you from beginning. You have everything you need for today. 
 
Matthew 14:15-21 (TPT)  
Later that afternoon the disciples came to Jesus and said, “It’s going to be dark soon and the people are hungry, but 
there’s nothing to eat here in this desolate place. You should send the crowds away to the nearby villages to buy 
themselves some food.” “They don’t need to leave,” Jesus responded. “You can give them something to eat.” They 
answered, “But all we have is five barley loaves and two fish.” “Let me have them,” Jesus replied. Then he had everyone 
sit down on the grass as he took the five loaves and two fish. He looked up into heaven, gave thanks to God, and broke 
the bread into pieces. He then gave it to his disciples, who in turn gave it to the crowds. And everyone ate until they were 
satisfied, for the food was multiplied in front of their eyes! They picked up the leftovers and filled up twelve baskets 
full! There were about five thousand men who were fed, in addition to many women and children!  

2. Be willing to pay the price. 

Daniel 1:12,13 (NLT) 
“Please test us for ten days on a diet of vegetables and water. At the end of the ten days, see how we look compared to 
the other young men who are eating the king’s food. Then make your decision in light of what you see.” 
 
Luke 14:25-33 (TPT) 
As massive crowds followed Jesus, he turned to them and said, “When you follow me as my disciple, you must put aside 
your father, your mother, your wife, your sisters, your brothers—yes, you will even seem as though you hate your own 
life. This is the price you’ll pay to be considered one of my followers. And anyone who comes to me must be willing to 
share my cross and experience it as his own, or he cannot be considered to be my disciple. So don’t follow me without 
considering what it will cost you. For who would construct a house before first sitting down to estimate the cost to 
complete it? Otherwise he may lay the foundation and not be able to finish. The neighbors will ridicule him, saying, ‘Look 
at him! He started to build but couldn’t complete it!’ “Have you ever heard of a commander who goes out to war without 
first sitting down with strategic planning to determine the strength of his army to win the war against a stronger 
opponent? If he knows he doesn’t stand a chance of winning the war, the wise commander will send out delegates to ask 
for the terms of peace. Likewise, unless you surrender all to me, giving up all you possess, you cannot be one of my 
disciples.” 

Daniel 1:17-20 (NLT) 
God gave these four young men an unusual aptitude for understanding every aspect of literature and wisdom. And God 
gave Daniel the special ability to interpret the meanings of visions and dreams. When the training period ordered by the 
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king was completed, the chief of staff brought all the young men to King Nebuchadnezzar. The king talked with them, and 
no one impressed him as much as Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah. So they entered the royal service. Whenever 
the king consulted them in any matter requiring wisdom and balanced judgment, he found them ten times more capable 
than any of the magicians and enchanters in his entire kingdom.  

3. As we trust God and act in faith, he provides what we need to grow in influence to impact our culture! 

 


