
 

God Takes Forgiveness Seriously 

 
Matthew 18:33-35 

Should you not also have had compassion on your fellow servant, just as I had pity on you?’ 
And his master was angry, and delivered him to the torturers until he should pay all that was 
due to him. “So My heavenly Father also will do to you if each of you, from his heart, does not 

forgive his brother his trespasses.” 
 
If you do not forgive from the heart, you will be turned over to unforgiveness. When 
you hold unforgiveness against someone, it puts your body under more stress than you 
can handle. God takes it seriously because unforgiveness is a state of bondage and 
torture! 
 

Activation – Forgive from the Heart 
 

Galatians 3:13 (NLT) 
But Christ has rescued us from the curse pronounced by the law. When he was hung on the 
cross, he took upon himself the curse for our wrongdoing. For it is written in the Scriptures, 

"Cursed is everyone who is hung on a tree." 
 
To forgive from the heart, you must remember that your sin - everyone's sin - cost 
Jesus his life! You and I put Jesus on the cross, but that doesn't change his love - he 
loves you more than you could ever understand. You are righteousness because of the 
goodness of Jesus. God forgives you and it is from that place that you extend the 
same forgiveness you have been offered. 
  
Today, read Colossians 3:12-15. As you do, give thanks to God in Christ Jesus for the 
forgiveness that He has offered you and let that begin to move you toward releasing 
those you are holding in contempt. 

 
Colossians 3:12-15  

Since God chose you to be the holy people he loves, you must clothe yourselves with 
tenderhearted mercy, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience. Make allowance for each 
other’s faults, and forgive anyone who offends you. Remember, the Lord forgave you, so you 

must forgive others. Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds us all together in 



perfect harmony. And let the peace that comes from Christ rule in your hearts. For as 
members of one body you are called to live in peace. And always be thankful. 

Father God, thank You for who You are and for being my Almighty God. Thank You that Your 
word clearly states in Colossians 3 that You have forgiven me. You have brought my account 
to 0 and You invite me into your family through Christ’s life, death, burial, and resurrection. 
God, search me and know my heart, show me any person I am holding in contempt and help 
me to being to forgive them as you forgave me. Today, clothe me in Your love and let the peace 
of Christ rule in my heart. In Jesus' name!  
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