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Living Sacrifices

2 Corinthians 9:6-11 (NLT)

Remember this—a farmer who plants only a few seeds will get a small crop. But the one who plants generously will get a
generous crop. You must each decide in your heart how much to give. And don’t give reluctantly or in response to
pressure. “For God loves a person who gives cheerfully.” And God will generously provide all you need. Then you will
always have everything you need and plenty left over to share with others. As the Scriptures say, “They share freely and
give generously to the poor. Their good deeds will be remembered forever.”

For God is the one who provides seed for the farmer and then bread to eat. In the same way, he will provide and
increase your resources and then produce a great harvest of generosity in you. Yes, you will be enriched in every way so
that you can always be generous.

Matthew 21:6-13 (NLT)

The two disciples did as Jesus commanded. They brought the donkey and the colt to him and threw their garments over
the colt, and he sat on it. Most of the crowd spread their garments on the road ahead of him, and others cut branches
from the trees and spread them on the road. Jesus was in the center of the procession, and the people all around him
were shouting, “Praise God for the Son of David! Blessings on the one who comes in the name of the Lord! Praise God in
highest heaven!”

The entire city of Jerusalem was in an uproar as he entered. “Who is this?” they asked. And the crowds replied, “It’s
Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth in Galilee.” Jesus entered the Temple and began to drive out all the people buying and
selling animals for sacrifice. He knocked over the tables of the money changers and the chairs of those selling doves. He
said to them, “The Scriptures declare, ‘My Temple will be called a house of prayer,’ but you have turned it into a den of
thieves!”

Romans 12:1,2 (NLT)

And so, dear brothers and sisters, | plead with you to give your bodies to God because of all he has done for you. Let
them be a living and holy sacrifice—the kind he will find acceptable. This is truly the way to worship him. Don’t copy the
behavior and customs of this world, but let God transform you into a new person by changing the way you think. Then
you will learn to know God’s will for you, which is good and pleasing and perfect.

Romans 12:3 (NLT)
Because of the privilege and authority God has given me, | give each of you this warning: Don’t think you are better than
you really are. Be honest in your evaluation of yourselves, measuring yourselves by the standard of our God given faith.

James 2:14,17-20 (NLT)

14 What good is it, dear brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but don’t show it by your actions? Can that kind of
faith save anyone?

1720 56 you see, faith by itself isn’t enough. Unless it produces good deeds, it is dead and useless. Now someone may
argue, “Some people have faith; others have good deeds.” But | say, “How can you show me your faith if you don’t have
good deeds? | will show you my faith by my good deeds.” You say you have faith, for you believe that there is one God.
Good for you! Even the demons believe this, and they tremble in terror. How foolish! Can’t you see that faith without
good deeds is useless?

Romans 12:4-8 (NLT)

Just as our bodies have many parts and each part has a special function, so it is with Christ’s body. We are many parts of
one body, and we all belong to each other. In his grace, God has given us different gifts for doing certain things well. So if
God has given you the ability to prophesy, speak out with as much faith as God has given you. If your gift is serving
others, serve them well. If you are a teacher, teach well. If your gift is to encourage others, be encouraging. If it is giving,
give generously. If God has given you leadership ability, take the responsibility seriously. And if you have a gift for
showing kindness to others, do it gladly.




Romans 12:9-16 (NLT)

Don’t just pretend to love others. Really love them. Hate what is wrong. Hold tightly to what is good. Love each other
with genuine affection, and take delight in honoring each other. Never be lazy, but work hard and serve the Lord
enthusiastically. Rejoice in our confident hope. Be patient in trouble, and keep on praying. When God’s people are in
need, be ready to help them. Always be eager to practice hospitality. Bless those who persecute you. Don’t curse them;
pray that God will bless them. Be happy with those who are happy, and weep with those who weep. Live in harmony
with each other. Don’t be too proud to enjoy the company of ordinary people. And don’t think you know it all!

Romans 12:17-21 (NLT)

Never pay back evil with more evil. Do things in such a way that everyone can see you are honorable. Do all that you can
to live in peace with everyone. Dear friends, never take revenge. Leave that to the righteous anger of God. For the
Scriptures say, “I will take revenge; | will pay them back,” says the Lord. Instead, “If your enemies are hungry, feed them.
If they are thirsty, give them something to drink. In doing this, you will heap burning coals of shame on their heads.”
Don’t let evil conquer you, but conquer evil by doing good.

Matthew 21:18-22 (NLT)

In the morning, as Jesus was returning to Jerusalem, he was hungry, and he noticed a fig tree beside the road. He went
over to see if there were any figs, but there were only leaves. Then he said to it, “May you never bear fruit again!” And
immediately the fig tree withered up. The disciples were amazed when they saw this and asked, “How did the fig tree
wither so quickly?” Then Jesus told them, “I tell you the truth, if you have faith and don’t doubt, you can do things like
this and much more. You can even say to this mountain, ‘May you be lifted up and thrown into the sea,” and it will
happen. You can pray for anything, and if you have faith, you will receive it.”




