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JIM LAFFOON: Well, it's just great to be here in Amarillo. Back when I was growing up, we used to pass 1 

through Amarillo on the way to Arkansas, and when I was 18, 19, I was serving in the 82nd Airborne 2 

Division. I know I look 24, it's not true. It was about 40 years ago. But anyway, so I was serving in the 3 

82nd Airborne Division and I passed through Amarillo from Fort Bragg on the way to California to recruit 4 

paratroopers, and I saw the big steak -- Big Texan and I ate one of those big 72-ounce steaks.  5 

So, I've held a fond memory for this place ever since. Okay. Even had the apple pie. Anyway, so when I 6 

saw the Big Texan, I thought, "Man, it's a sin to be fasting by my historic restaurant." Okay. So, it's just 7 

so great to be here. 8 

Well, I want to prophesy over four or five people, and then I want to kind of prophesy over -- toward 9 

our executive team and then speak. And there is a young man up here playing the keyboard. I think I 10 

might've seen you in the green room. Please come up. You have a wife here somewhere with you, too? 11 

Oh, good. Bring her up. Come right up. Come right -- oh, yeah, get up here, please. Thank you. 12 

 Okay. What are your names? Stop right there. What's your name? 13 

KADEE: Kadee. 14 

TEEL: Teel. 15 

JIM LAFFOON: Teel, I want you to know I'm bringing you to the next level. My hand is going to come on 16 

you, son. You're -- you've got a technical genius about you. You're not just musical. There's really 17 

nothing you can't do. You're good with apps, computers, technology, musical sounds. Things drive you 18 

crazy and move -- that doesn't drive anyone else crazy. Colors, how they sound. Your wife almost hates 19 

to go to anything technical with you. You'll always find something you don't like. You could almost be a 20 

technology snob. 21 

Like lighting will worry you. That sound was off a decibel, it aggravates me. Your wife goes like, “Why 22 

do I even go with you? You ruin it.” Like you're into plots, subplots. They -- you go, “Do you realize 23 

what kind of film they use when they did that or what digital thing?” But I want you to know there's 24 

also a spirit of prophecy that dwells in you.  25 

You hear me. You even dream at night. You tried to suppress it for a number of years. In fact, 15 to 17 26 

were very interesting years for you. Wasn't just oppressed, you were depressed, and depression 27 

hounded you and beat at you. In fact, the enemy tried to bring a despair into your soul for you to end 28 



it. The fact of it is you've got kind of a tortured artistic soul. Your wife knows you can just get lost in the 29 

depth of your own soul. But, son, my hand is going to come on you more and more and I am going to 30 

use you in this place. There's a unique grace, there's going to be a spirit of evangelism that rustles over 31 

this church in a unique way. In fact, there will be a season of evangelism that comes over this church 32 

that has not been seen in years. People have been saved consistently, but in numbers, it will be mind 33 

boggling, says the Lord. And I want you to know I'm going to use you more and more.  34 

You are the reluctant leader. You're very good with responsibility, but you run away not from work, but 35 

you run away from the limelight. Like you'd rather not even step out to sing, you'd rather stay behind 36 

the scenes and hide. That's just the truth of it. And you've seen the best and worst of faith. You've seen 37 

the faith fire, you've seen faith burn out. Even in your own family there was some burnout in faith, and 38 

there was some war against those that had faith in your own family. My call has been on you a long 39 

time. It wasn't even easy to have you embrace it, but I want you to know I'm taking you by the hand 40 

and bringing you up to the next level. Keen words of knowledge are going to come on you. You hold 41 

back at times as well.  42 

Sometimes in worship you hear choruses you've never even heard sung before and ignore them. Like 43 

there are spontaneous songs that come to your mind and worship that comes to your mind. Even 12 to 44 

16 months ago, your roots in stability were tested here for a season. It's like another door cracked, but 45 

you're right to stay here because your greatest years are ahead. In fact, says the Lord, the greatest 46 

years of this house are ahead. 47 

 Do y'all have children, Kadee? 48 

 KADEE: Yes. 49 

 JIM LAFFOON: How many do you have? 50 

 KADEE: Two. 51 

 JIM LAFFOON: Boys, girls? 52 

 KADEE: A boy and a girl. 53 

 JIM LAFFOON: Okay. What are their names and ages? 54 

 KADEE: Lennox is four and Jude – Lennox is five, Jude is three. 55 

 JIM LAFFOON: Jude is your -- he's a boy. 56 

 KADEE: Yes. 57 

 JIM LAFFOON: Lennox is a girl. 58 

 KADEE: Yes. 59 



JIM LAFFOON: My hand is on Jude, I want you to know that. There's been some warfare with that 60 

little life already. It's like unusual pressure has come on that boy and it's not been easy. Even the third 61 

trimester of that pregnancy was unusual.  62 

Katie, your husband married well, to say the least. He would say he married like way downstream from 63 

you. He would say he doesn't know anyone with better character than you. I mean someone could be 64 

too compassionate and too tender, that would be you. It's not you can't be highly organized and 65 

executive, but you're filled with tenderness, says the Lord. There's a deep spirit of wisdom on you. 66 

People that have known you, knew you were born an -- you're an old soul. By the time you were six, 67 

you were like 16. I don't mean in a snotty precocious way either. I mean in wisdom, in character, in 68 

love.  69 

And I want you to know my hand is on that little boy of yours, and I love him more than yours and I'm 70 

working down into his systems even right now. You're not to be afraid. My hand is on him. Before I'm 71 

done with him, prodigy level talent will flow out of his soul. He'll have the gift of hearing music. He's 72 

unusually sensitive to sounds already, like what wakes him up. Like he can freak out over volumes, over 73 

decibel levels. Like he can hear like the strangest little things. My hand is on him.  74 

Do you have siblings, Kadee? 75 

KADEE: I do. I have a brother. 76 

JIM LAFFOON: Okay. Married? 77 

KADEE: He's married. 78 

JIM LAFFOON: Okay. You were raised here? 79 

KADEE: Yes. 80 

JIM LAFFOON: I don't understand what this means, but we're going to say it. I -- sometimes I hear the 81 

word sister. I don't know if it's sister-in-law or like spiritual sister, but there's one dear to you, a 82 

woman, that seems to be lost at sea right now, like dragged out. Even over the holidays, that pressed 83 

your heart, and I want you to know I'm going to bring her back and I love her more than you do.  84 

Your husband knows you don't forget friends. You're the kind of crazy -- whether you think it's a first 85 

grade friend, second grade friends. You wonder about your kindergarten buddies. But she's coming 86 

back. Her life's been torn by hell itself and there's been a rip down her soul. And this is a beloved 87 

person to you, like deeply bosom beloved, and there's been a gash in her soul with internal bleeding 88 

for 27 months that you've not known what to do about. But I'm coming by my spirit and asking for your 89 

prayers.  90 



Your own life was stretched unusually before you were ten for that matter. There were stretchings that 91 

rippled through your young life at six, seven, and eight -- Put your hand on your wife's heart for me. -- 92 

that I have not wasted. You've never been one to waste your pain, and you didn't just grow tender by 93 

revelation, you grew tender by pain. You've already known at your young age what it is to be in 94 

caregiving situations, what it is to be like an air traffic controller. Even as a child, you carried adult level 95 

burdens at times and I saw it. And my hand's on you and I'm pleased with you, Katie, and my grace is 96 

coming to you. Fear not.  97 

Well, all righty. Praise the Lord. 98 

Let's have this couple sitting next to Josh. Come up, please. Yes, you. That wasn't a word of knowledge. 99 

Josh and I have talked by phone before. Okay. Don't be impressed, like, “Oh, my God, he called him by 100 

his name.” No, I didn't. Okay. What's your name? 101 

AMY: Amy. 102 

JIM LAFFOON: Nice to meet you, Amy. 103 

AMY: Thank you. 104 

MATT: I'm Matt. 105 

JIM LAFFOON: Do you guys have children? 106 

AMY: Yes. 107 

JIM LAFFOON: How many? 108 

AMY: Three. 109 

JIM LAFFOON: Names, starting with the oldest at age -- I ask that because a lot of times children come 110 

into my mind and that's why I do that. Names of -- 111 

AMY: Hannah is 14. 112 

JIM LAFFOON: 14. 113 

AMY: Conner is 13. 114 

JIM LAFFOON: Conner is 13. 115 

AMY: Maddie is 11. 116 

JIM LAFFOON: Maddie is 11. Boy, two girls. 117 

AMY: Conner is a boy and then two girls. 118 

JIM LAFFOON: Okay. So, first name Hannah, then Maddie. 119 

AMY: Hannah, then Conner, then Maddie. 120 

JIM LAFFOON: Got it. All righty. Thank you. Let's get our hands out to them.  121 



(To Matt) Son, there's not anything you can't do. Your wife knows it. I mean, there's an old term called 122 

the jack of all trades, but the fact of it is you're a master of many things. It's really interesting. You're 123 

one of the rare people whose EQ is as high as they're IQ. You're very smart. You're the smartest person 124 

in many rooms you're in, and you've got an inquiring mind and you always have. Your wife knows it can 125 

almost drive her crazy. Like you're kind of a Renaissance man. You're interested in so many little things, 126 

trivia, facts about things. You take well to academics, but you love people as well.  127 

You're really good at making everything better around you. It's been that way since your boyhood. 128 

Your dad was an incredibly talented man for that matter as well, but there were things in his soul that 129 

broke him earlier than it should've. And I want you to know by my presence, you're one that can make 130 

tons of money, do tons of things, you've chosen to serve me instead. And I've made you an integral 131 

part of this church. You have an eye for things in this church that no one else can see.  132 

And you have a photographic memory. Your wife knows it. You can remember everything. Sometimes 133 

that's good, sometimes that's bad. You can remember conversations, scenes from your childhood, 134 

faces. You're unusual that way. And you're not just a big-brained man, you're a deeply spiritual man. 135 

You really do pray. Your wife sometimes thinks, “I thought I was to be the crier in the family, what 136 

happened?” Because you could have big tear ducts in my spirit as well.  137 

You got a funny, quirky, artistic bent about you. You kind of have the mad scientist personality, 138 

honestly. Yet you also like to challenge yourself physically. And I'm going to use you to architect some 139 

things in this church because this church is coming into a spiritual remodel over the next five years, and 140 

it's coming into remodel because of all the additions I'm going to do with people. And I'm going to use 141 

you and bless you.  142 

(To Amy) I want you to know Hannah has an unusual leadership gift. Hannah is like 14 going on 24 143 

sometimes. She's like -- I mean, she's -- sometimes you wonder: Is this my daughter or my friend that 144 

was born to me? Highly responsible, amazing girl. She's going to love other countries as well. She's 145 

going to love mission trips, and I hate to tell you, they won't all be short term. There will be a season of 146 

her life spent far away from here. It's going to come by my spirit, and you know it.  147 

And you love that girl, you love all your children, but she's an unusual friend to you. Like it's very rare 148 

to have a child that age lift you up. In fact, normally you're hoping to lift them up. She will…she's 149 

unusually tender. She's so -- even though she's like super smart, she's so tender she would dumb 150 

herself down not to make her friends feel bad. Like she doesn't like to talk about herself. And my hand 151 

is going to come on Hannah and she's rightly named for a depth of spirit that will characterize that 152 



child, says the Lord, is going to be unusual. Unusual in prayer, unusual in worship, unusual in hearing 153 

me.  154 

Daughter, I'm so pleased with you as well. You're a fighter by your very nature. I mean by that you'll 155 

fight for those you love. And you knew what it was to be pressed at some of the most vulnerable years 156 

in your life and have to fight. Depression just wore down your family. Rippled over your mama, who 157 

you loved dearly, just like a choking thing. And from time to time, you feel those same tendrils pressing 158 

around you. In fact, you hit a season toward the end of last year that was unusual in its depth. It's 159 

because there's been some unusual tensions in part of your extended family that have pulled and 160 

pulled and pulled.  161 

Even as you came into November, in fact toward the middle of October, you almost felt like you were 162 

on a rack, you were pulled in so many directions. It hit you so much it affected you physiologically. You 163 

could literally feel it in your muscles, your joints, your skeletal structure.  164 

Put your hand on the back of your wife's neck for me, Brother. In fact, right now, says the Lord, I'm 165 

alleviating some things that slipped in there right now. Where they've slipped, I'm alleviating them by 166 

my spirit, I'm touching them by my spirit and by my power. Daughter, I'm so proud of you and stop 167 

second-guessing yourself. It's not like intuition. It's not like you're feeling -- you really do hear me. You 168 

really do know me. There really is a deep passion.  169 

Sometimes at night you lay awake and wonder if it's insomnia. You can literally feel heavy burdens just 170 

fall on you in bed. I want you to know it's not insomnia, it's the Holy Ghost and I am burdening you to 171 

pray and touching you.  172 

(To Matt) Do you have any siblings? 173 

MATT: I do. Two. I'm the middle son of two other boys. 174 

JIM LAFFOON: I'm hunting a brother, says the Lord, to bring him back to what was lost. A brother dear, 175 

a brother once near. It's like for two years, a ball and -- a ball and like a crane has been hitting his life. 176 

Some of the very foundations have been broken down. And you're not just a great brother, you're a 177 

fine son. And to follow me, you walked away from some things that others would've died to have. 178 

Massive inheritance lies in your family and you've always been the glue in that family. You've always 179 

been the one to give up rights. You've always been the one not to fight for things. And one of the lies 180 

of the enemy to you is that somehow, you've failed your family. And I want you to know it's not true, 181 

you tremendous son, tremendous brother. 182 



And I'm touching a deep emotional place in your youngest brother as well where some pain has nested 183 

in there. I'm touching him supernaturally. Know my hand is on the two of you. 184 

There was another couple that was sitting by them. Can I have you up as well? What's your name? 185 

PAM: Pam. 186 

JIM LAFFOON: Hi, Pam. Nice to meet you. What's your name? 187 

MERRITT: Merritt. 188 

JIM LAFFOON: Nice to meet you, Merritt. You guys have kids, too? 189 

PAM: Yes. 190 

MERRITT: We do. 191 

JIM LAFFOON: How many? 192 

PAM: Four. 193 

JIM LAFFOON: Start with the oldest and tell me their names. 194 

PAM: Brittany is 29. 195 

JIM LAFFOON: Okay. 196 

PAM: Merritt's 25. 197 

JIM LAFFOON: Okay. 198 

PAM: Audrey is -- or Taylor is 24. 199 

JIM LAFFOON: Okay. 200 

PAM: And Audrey is 21. 201 

JIM LAFFOON: You got one boy or two boys? 202 

PAM: One boy. 203 

JIM LAFFOON: Okay. I thought so. One boy, three girls. All righty. Any -- any married yet of the kids? 204 

PAM: Uh-huh, two. 205 

JIM LAFFOON: And it's -- 206 

PAM: Brittany and Taylor are married. 207 

JIM LAFFOON: Good. Any grandchildren yet? 208 

PAM: Yes. 209 

JIM LAFFOON: They're wonderful deals, aren't they? 210 

PAM: Yes. 211 

JIM LAFFOON: I have eight of those rascals myself. All righty. So, Merritt and -- 212 

PAM: Pamela. 213 



JIM LAFFOON: Let's get our hands out.  214 

(To Merritt) You're a wise master builder, son. You have a unique ability to build things that last. Not 215 

just a great marriage, not just great kids, great organizations. You've always been that way. If you talk 216 

about level five leaders, that's you. You're self-deprecating. You don't care about the limelight. You 217 

have a gift of making others successful wherever you went. It's never been about you. You inherited 218 

things out of your family. In fact, like it speaks of David, you restored a fallen tent in your own family. 219 

You tended to things from your dad, from a grandfather, others would've told you not to.  220 

You're very bright, but you've always put others in front of yourself. Even educationally, you turned 221 

down other opportunities because it wasn't best for your family. By the time you were 14, you were 222 

like a person 40. You were already caring. You were the glue of that family. There was some 223 

personality things that would flare up in your extended family as much as you love them and you were 224 

the one that negotiated them. You're a tremendous man. You're a generous man. You're one of the 225 

most generous men in this church. Your wife knows you will give and give and give and give. People 226 

have tried to hire you away. You could've left this city to bigger and better things, but you've never 227 

wanted anything but the best of My will. And I've seen that, and I'm going to bless you and use you. 228 

What is your second child's name? 229 

PAM: Merritt. 230 

JIM LAFFOON: Merritt. That's your boy. 231 

PAM: That's my boy. 232 

JIM LAFFOON: Is he married yet? 233 

PAM: No. 234 

JIM LAFFOON: My hand is on Merritt, and I want you to know, says the Lord, I've been dealing with his 235 

rudder. And he hit an unusual storm that blew through his life. He was filled with confidence and that 236 

storm kicked his confidence some. It slipped right through his professional life, and to be honest, 237 

you're not to be afraid. It's the best thing that could've happened to him because there's a tremendous 238 

leadership gift on that boy, as you know. And he's so filled with thoughts and depth, but at times to 239 

articulate it's hard for him. And I'm coming on that boy because what you thought and worried would 240 

cast away his confidence, he casted away in himself and he's going to find me in a whole new fresh 241 

way. And I'm going to use him and bless him and touch him.  242 

Is your oldest daughter married? 243 

PAM: Yes. 244 



JIM LAFFOON: I'm doing a fresh touch on your oldest daughter. I'm doing a fresh touch in fact on their 245 

life together and it's not that it's bad, but I am coming by my spirit. They've been like becalmed and 246 

he's been frustrated. It's like the wind was knocked out of their sails for a season. But I want you to 247 

know I've allowed it because I am reawakening a heritage in that man and coming to breathe on that 248 

which seemed dormant.  249 

(To Merritt) I'm coming by my spirit. I'm coming by my power. I'm sending -- it's been an interesting 250 

five-year period, says the Lord. You've done some things and took some things you thought you never 251 

would. In fact, you could've been tempted to retire five years ago. It wasn't money that kept you in the 252 

game and I have you again reorganizing and doing something that you did not mess up.  253 

It proved two years ago to even be more challenging than you expected. In fact, you're not one to tear 254 

your hair out, you're not normally ever anxious and your wife wondered, “He's never anxious, this isn't 255 

good.” Like you like worried unusually. “But I did it. And I'm getting ready,” says the Lord, “to help you 256 

pass the baton in a very critical area. And the person you had your eye on can't carry it like you thought 257 

and you've wondered what to do, but you're not to be afraid, he's in the mix and you'll see him.”  258 

(To Pam) Daughter, my hand is on you. Some people are way too easy on themselves, that's not you. In 259 

fact, as much as you know my love and the love of this man and this church, you can still be too hard 260 

on yourself. I mean the enemy rarely ever needs to like beat you up, the Holy Spirit rarely needs to – 261 

you convict yourself. I mean you will look and look and look, and if ever there's a problem, you 262 

automatically blame yourself. And I want you to know, I want to tell you now how proud I am of the 263 

woman you are.  264 

And I know even before you met this man how your esteem was thrashed some. And there was 265 

someone, when they get out of control, they would use your soul as a dartboard. I know that. And 266 

from time to time you can still feel that. In fact, there's one member of your extended family to this 267 

day just being around them you can feel that again.  268 

And I want you to know, daughter, I'm --Put your hand on her heart for me. -- I'm doing some unique 269 

healing. Things -- it's been an interesting 16-month season to you for that matter. Things you thought 270 

were just pretty much gone, you were never going to do it, they began to crop back up, and that's 271 

because I've been healing them at a deeper level. You're not to be afraid of that. You're to know my 272 

spirit and power is on you and I am moving back into your extended family. And the one you said, 273 

“she'll never fully find faith,” watch what I do by my spirit and power. I am moving. This is a year where 274 

I'm breaking dams and answering prayers.  275 



Well, all right. Let's give the Lord a hand.  276 

All right. Pastor Jimmy, I want you and the executive team and spouses to come up, please. I want you 277 

to stand right down there together before -- and then come up together. You wait right there together 278 

and all walk up in one group is what I want. Every once in a while, what we'll have is -- do a little 279 

prophetic action. This is one of them. Let's give our great executive team a hand right now. 280 

(To Executive Pastor Team) I want you to know, says the Lord, you're walking into a new era. And 281 

you're not to say as a team, “our greatest history is behind us.” For I want you to know,” says the Lord, 282 

“even as you're transitioning into a new era, you're transitioning into a new generation. 283 

And I am going to remodel this house and you're going to find yourself in a five-year construction 284 

phase and that's going to be spiritual, emotional and strategic construction. I'm going to be knocking 285 

down walls, redesigning rooms, and there is going to be an ingathering of millennials, an ingathering of 286 

a new generation. 287 

It will shock you, says the Lord. And there is going to be a spirit of evangelism that roars over this 288 

church and you will see more people saved in a concentrated period of time than you've seen in 289 

decades. They'll be saved in the services, they'll be saved outside the services, and there is going to 290 

come a new edge on this.  291 

In fact, says the Lord, you're going to look back at the end of this five years and realize, man, our 292 

leadership team is younger than ever before. You're going to look back and say, “man, our elders aren't 293 

all as old as they used to be.” For there is going to be even, says the Lord, as a new generation goes 294 

into the promised land, as a new generation crosses over, I am going to break down every wall that will 295 

keep the harvest away. I am going to break it down. And you will see a flood tide of the young come, 296 

and you will see a flood tide of millennials come. And you will look up and say, "Is this a youth 297 

conference?" before I'm done.  298 

For those, says the Lord, that have walked in this house and you've taken casualties in your nieces and 299 

your nephews and your sons and your daughters, there will be an ingathering of the prodigal, and 300 

there will be an unusual tug of my spirit and a breath of my spirit and I will draw people.  301 

And I've even been working in the foundations of the worship ministry of this church. There was an 302 

interesting two-year season where I worked to refine yourself again, and what made it so hard is it 303 

wasn't about finding yourself for the present, it was about finding yourself for the future.  304 

And I want you to know you're hitting your stride there and I am moving by my spirit and I am moving 305 

by my power. And there is going to come an increase of young church planters, and the apostolic 306 



destiny of this house is going to grow and grow and grow. It'll be -- you'll even find a church planter's 307 

training arm here. Almost like a mini pastor's college.  308 

And I am going to begin to bring them and you are going to fly that banner for you are not to say the 309 

greatest church planting days of this house are passed. You are not to say the greatest missional days 310 

of this house is the past for I am knocking out walls, I am doing additions.  311 

And you're not to be afraid when there seems to be a tilt in the nation. You're not to be afraid where 312 

it’s said, “man, our nation is sliding. We're sliding toward economic chaos. We're sliding toward war.” 313 

And many will cry out. But when you hear the number 17 in months have come, when that season 314 

comes, you are to know the only place America is sliding is into revival for I will answer your prayers by 315 

my spirit.  316 

And when everything seems to tilt, like when it seems to tilt slipping from West to East and even 317 

economic things shake, you are not to shake and be afraid of what others are afraid of. For in that tilt, 318 

in that shaking, I will outstretch the arms of revival and a spirit of evangelism will sweep from one side 319 

of this nation to another.  320 

(To Jimmy Witcher) And, Jimmy, my son, I want you to know the gift of wisdom I've given you. That in 321 

years you built business, you always left wherever you were with great people. That will be replayed 322 

here for I am going to make you a wise master builder. And there is a I Corinthians 12 gift of wisdom 323 

that's going to operate in you. And you're never to worry, you'll always know what to do. You trust me, 324 

you're not to be in a hurry, through wisdom the house is built, and I am building this one, says the 325 

Lord.  326 

Well, praise the Lord. You all can step down.  327 

This is my new big -- this is my new big technological wonder for the new year, a new iPad cover. Okay. 328 

You know, you get to be my age, you mess with technology, you're not a digital immigrant, you're a 329 

digital alien. When I heard I was coming to Amarillo in my week of fasting, I told the Lord, I said: Lord, 330 

would it be right for me to come here and not eat at the Big Texan? And there was a strange silence in 331 

heaven which I interpreted as I probably shouldn't eat a big steak tonight, though I asked Him even 332 

three times and He told me His grace is sufficient. Okay.  333 

Now, I want to share a message with you tonight. I'm just going to call it Remodel. And when I was on 334 

the airplane flying over, God just kept speaking this word to me: remodel, remodel, remodel. Now, 335 

Lord, help us by your spirit in these moments just to speak together. You know, it's interesting, 336 

beloved, God can do a lot of things in your life. We know from I Corinthians 3:9 that we are God's field, 337 



we're God's building. Now, we go, oh, you think it's nice to be God's building, yes. But what that really 338 

means is He's always working with you, always working on you. And your level of satisfaction -- where 339 

you are as a church or in your spiritual life, in your marriage -- He may not share that. What you begin 340 

to find as a Christian is it's His level of satisfaction that determines how hard He works on you.  341 

Now, I want to give this promise to this church out of Haggai 2:3-9: Who is left among you, has been 342 

here from the beginning? Who is left among you that built this building? Who is left among you? And I 343 

understand the church was 40 years old, going into its forty-first year. Who? You saw it in its glory, how 344 

do you see it now? Does it seem as nothing? Oh, be strong, Zerubbabel. Be strong, Joshua, and work for 345 

I am with you, according to the covenant that I made with you when you came out of Egypt. My spirit 346 

remains in your midst. Fear not, for thus, says the Lord of Hosts, hence once more in a little while I will 347 

shake the heavens and the earth and the sea and the dry land. I will shake all nations so the treasures 348 

of nations shall come in. I'll fill this house with glory. Silver is mine, gold is mine. The latter glory of this 349 

house will be greater than the former glory.  350 

As you're crossing over into your forty-first year, God is remodeling you to prepare you for the next 351 

generation. And this generation will come into a promise land of evangelism, a promise land of 352 

missions, a promise land of reaching out, a promise land of creativity of worship. And when you're 353 

looking back years ago, you'll realize, man, the first 40 years was great, the second 40 years started 354 

even greater.  355 

Now, how does that happen? How does God do that? Whether we're talking about our marriage or our 356 

business or our life or our church. And there's typically four phases God takes us through. Concept, 357 

contract, construction and conflict. Basically, when God gets ready to sell us on His concept, His 358 

concept for our life -- that's not always easy, especially if we like where we are currently or we're 359 

satisfied where we are currently. And there are three ways He can shape your concept. When He 360 

wants to get your attention and He wants to change things, there are three things – ways He can do it.  361 

Ezekiel 43:10 said, He tells Ezekiel, “Describe what I'm going to do. Describe what I have for my people, 362 

and if that motivates them, then give them the full plan.” And let me tell you, when God begins to 363 

describe what He wants in your life, I encourage you just to say yes then, because the longer you wait, 364 

the other stages aren't quite so pleasant. And if you don't move with God, He moves along, you get 365 

dissatisfied. If that doesn't work, He's even been known to demolish some things and allow them to be 366 

demolished, and you don't have a remodel, you have a rebuild.  367 



Now, once God does that and He gets us out of the concept stage, He brings into the contract stage. 368 

And He begins to remind us who's in charge of this. See, what God is going to do and has begun to do 369 

in this next five-year season -- as much as it sounds great to sit here tonight and talk about it, when 370 

God begins to remodel our lives, when God begins to remodel our church, when God begins to tear out 371 

a wall or two, when God begins to remodel a cherished room, when God begins to bring an addition, 372 

it's not pleasant. How many have ever had your house remodeled? Raise your hand. Live with the dust 373 

-- and how many know it's awful? It always takes longer, people are in your house. It's the same in a 374 

church.  375 

God's at work. But what did He tell Peter in Matthew 16:18: Tell your -- Peter, on this rock, I'll build my 376 

church. Only Jesus can build a church that will stand. And this church has done extraordinarily well, 40 377 

years, and now He's remodeling things. He's working on things in your foundation. He'll deal with your 378 

value system. Why? Because He's remodeling you for the greatest harvest you've ever known.  379 

We know from Psalms 127:1 and 2, says, Unless the Lord builds the house, those who build it labor in 380 

vain. Unless the Lord watches over the city, the watchmen stay awake in vain. It's vain that you rise up 381 

early, vain that you go to rest. Eating the bread of anxious toil, He'll give you sleep. Now, when God 382 

begins the construction program -- and trust me, He's been remodeling things here and it's going to 383 

continue -- there are typically three things that happen.  384 

When you look, in fact, at the rebuilding of the temple in the Book of Ezra and Nehemiah, and after, 385 

you know, they've been ethnically cleansed, Jerusalem destroyed, temple gone, ark disappearing, for 386 

70 years they end back up and it's time to build the temple. But we know from Ezra 3:1-6, that when 387 

they got there, the first thing they did before they ever built the temple, before they ever worried 388 

about walls or an army is they established an altar and began to have corporate worship. And when 389 

you're in a season like this, whenever God is constructing something in your life, something in your 390 

marriage, something in your church, it is critical that you stay connected with Him both individually and 391 

corporately, because if you don't, you're not going to have the grace and the faith and the power to 392 

change.  393 

When you're flooded with God's spirit, they're like shock absorbers for change. One of the reasons God 394 

wants to intoxicate you in the services is so you'll agree to things you never would sober. That ever 395 

happen to you? You get in church, you're high in worship, you say, “God, I'm going to give this much 396 

money. God, I'm going to commit to this ministry.” Then you sober up at home and wonder how you 397 

could ever do that drunk on the spirit. And so, one of the things God does is He's -- we get intoxicated 398 



with Him and He leads us on. Then once we've reconnected with Him corporately, once we've 399 

reconnected with Him individually, He begins to deal with the foundations of our life. And He doesn't 400 

just deal with our vision. Your church has an incredible vision. Yes, he's going to re-articulate it 401 

apostolically. Yes, you're going to find yourself in an interesting missional season as you come from one 402 

5-year season to the next.  403 

But the -- it's the values. And it's funny, as we get older we value certain things. And I've been a 404 

Christian since I was eight years old, I'm 64 now. I was called to preach at the age of 17. And you begin 405 

to find when God works in your church, when God begins to knock out walls, when God begins to deal 406 

with worship styles, when all of a sudden the complexity of the church begins to change, you begin to 407 

wonder what is your highest value. Is your highest value being around your friends? Is your highest 408 

value like the way it's always been, it's been great, I'm used to it now? Or is your highest value to 409 

always see God touch a generation, to always be a part? And there are many of you, like me, you've 410 

walked with God a long time. You've walked with God decades and God wants to add to you the spirit 411 

of Caleb who said at 80, “Give me that mountain.” The spirit of Caleb who walked in with a young 412 

generation in his eighties.  413 

God deals with our value system. What do I value most? You know, my grandchildren are all over the 414 

world. I've had grandchildren born on the Syrian border. I've had -- I have grandchildren over in the 415 

Middle East. Crazy places. I've got kids in dangerous places every day. But what do I value, God's will 416 

for their life or me wanting them close? What do I value? Is my highest value on having my 417 

grandchildren close to me or their parents in the middle of God's will? And God will touch that value 418 

system in you. He'll deal with you. I have kids in harm's way every day in dangerous places, every day. 419 

Just put a daughter on the plane to a dangerous place. This is the reality of my life. He'll touch your 420 

value system. Still -- or is it -- seek first the kingdom, is it? And God has to solidify your value system 421 

because it's your value system that enables you to pay the cost to change. It's not just the vision of it, 422 

it's the values of it on the inside.  423 

Now, once God does that, He begins to construct the house. And once the altar is in place, foundations 424 

are strengthened, then God refurbishes, remodels, rebuilds in you. It's a remodel. And I see God doing 425 

two things here. He's getting ready to knock out some walls in this church. Now, I'm not talking about 426 

buildings. I'm talking about spiritual walls, strategic walls, and cultural walls. He is going to knock them 427 

out.  428 



You ever had a remodeling in your house -- it sounds fun until it happens. Knocking things out, ripping 429 

out your appliances, and God is coming by His spirit to deal with any cultural, spiritual or strategic wall 430 

that would keep out the next generation of a harvest coming to this church. He's going to knock some 431 

out.  432 

And the verse He gave me which we normally think of with Jews and Gentiles and Christ's sacrifice hit 433 

me on the plane. I'll read you part of it. He is our peace. He's made us both one and has broken down 434 

in His flesh the dividing wall of hostility by abolishing the law of commandments expressed in 435 

ordinances that He might create one new man in the place of two. And He is coming afresh to break 436 

down walls, and the demographic composition of this church is going to change. It's going to get 437 

younger and not just because we're going on to our promised land.  438 

There are hundreds and hundreds of young millennials and even younger God wants to bring here, and 439 

He has begun the work of knocking down any barrier that would keep them back. And that is not easy. 440 

Why? Because when God does that, we face four things. One is dust. It gets confusing. When God 441 

begins to tear things up, it can temporarily change the atmosphere. There are particles loose in the 442 

atmosphere. You can't see as well, you can't figure it out. It's a little disorienting. Things you've always 443 

counted on shift and change. Like I can't see it as clear as I used to. The vision is not as focused. Trust 444 

me, when the dust clears, you'll see God moving in an extraordinary way. Unfortunately, when God 445 

begins to construct, some people say, “I can't see like it is. I don't have the same breathing space 446 

here.” And they leave before the dust settles, never realizing they're leaving the answer to their 447 

prayers.  448 

When we begin to pray, as this church has prayed, bring in the next generation. As we begin to pray as 449 

this church has prayed, crossing into your forty-first year, bring a new generation with us. Bring us into 450 

our new promised land. Even when we're intoxicated by the Holy Spirit, God takes this serious and He'll 451 

knock down walls. And that generational transition over the next years will affect your leadership 452 

team, your elder team. It is going to be astonishing what God does. But there's dust and there's also 453 

debris.  454 

Now, you've heard the term: What one man's trash is another man's treasure. When God begins to 455 

remodel a church, it's the same way. We just bought -- when we moved back to Tennessee, we bought 456 

a home that a couple had owned years and years and raised their kids in, and we could tell things we 457 

wanted to change were sacred to them. Like their kids' touched it, they did it. They come by from time 458 

to time. Like if -- they've got these two trees that shed all over my car, but they planted them both at 459 



the death of parents. I'll never pull them out. I might rather have another tree. It's immaterial. It's like 460 

sacred to them. And so what one generation says take out, "Let's get going," another generation says, 461 

"I got sacred memories in that. Like that means something to me. I miss that song, Jim. I miss that 462 

style. What makes my eyes moist -- what – your music makes my ears hurt."  463 

And so, what's debris? And all of a sudden when God begins to remodel a church, you've got the dust 464 

not yet settled, you've got debris everywhere, but what might be debris to one generation is just some 465 

amazing thing to you and I. It's just a fact. You know, my rule of church is, if I liked it too much, my kid's 466 

might not like it as much, especially worship. You know, I wanted to be in a place where my kids were 467 

just excited to worship. There's also delay. How many of you know building has one middle word, 468 

delay? Raise your hand. The one thing you're sure about building is it's never done when they say 469 

typically, and it's never their fault is the other thing.  470 

So, delay comes. And the Bible says: For still the vision awaits. It's an appointed time. It hastens to the 471 

end. It will not lie. If it seems slow, wait for it. It'll surely come, it'll not delay. Delays come. And one 472 

thing I love when they crossed into the promise land -- hear this. When those priests took that ark, 473 

they stood in the middle of the river until everyone crossed. Our goal is not to cross over into this new 474 

era fast. Our goal is to cross fast enough to have God's will, and slow enough for everyone called to 475 

come with us. And what you learn in these crossings -- beloved, what you learn in these crossings when 476 

you learn -- Joshua: I want you to go and get one stone for each tribe and move a monument. And 477 

what happened is when God did that great miracle to bring them over, the things they learned in their 478 

crossing laid the foundation for the next era. God's adding to this foundation.  479 

The fourth thing this brings, beloved, is demonic conflict. The enemy -- this is on one of the enemy's 480 

lists of least favorite churches in America. You birth churches, touch people. Everyone talks about 481 

Gateway in Dallas, it's amazing, and the fact of it is that team was birthed out of this church, this 482 

church's faith. Churches all over the world have been influenced here. Thousands of marriages touched 483 

through what grew out of here. And the enemy hates it.  484 

And when you look, beloved, and there in the Book of Deuteronomy and even back into Numbers, 485 

they're at a place called Shittim and they're there getting ready to cross over. And at Shittim that's 486 

where Balak called Balaam the False Prophet to attack them demonically. That's where a whole 487 

generation was touched in a morality moment and had to be saved. And I tell you now, the enemy will 488 

resist it. And never forget He comes as the accuser of the brother. “It's this. It's that. It's changed. 489 



Where do you fit in?” And if He cannot destroy you with his whispers, trust me, the thing the enemy 490 

attacks the most is a sign you're in the right place.  491 

The spiritual warfare will rise up to stop you. It'll come subtle. It'll come in different ways. There's even 492 

been funny sicknesses breaking out in the church of late. Sometimes it's organic. Sometimes yes, it's 493 

just a virus. Other times the enemy comes to heighten it. And there are times when it's not just about 494 

antibiotics and doctors, it's about taking a stand and fighting.  495 

So, you're at a time where there's going to be dust, debris, delay, demonic assault, but is it worth it? 496 

Oh, you better believe it. And this is the promise the Lord gave me for you. It's in Ezra 3:12 and 13, 497 

reading out of the ESV. And at this point they hadn't even finished it, they'd just gotten the 498 

foundations. And of course they weren't in a remodel, they were in a rebuild. You're in a remodel, 499 

that's easier. But many of the priests and Levites and heads of the fathers' houses, old men who had 500 

seen the first house, wept with a loud voice when they saw the foundation of this house being laid, so -501 

- though many shouted aloud for joy, so the people could not distinguish the sound of the joyful shout 502 

from the sound of the people's weeping, for the people shouted with a great shout, and the sound was 503 

heard far away.  504 

Thus sayeth the Lord, there's a new sound that will come out of this church. And I'm going to bring two 505 

and three and four generations together and make them one. And the sound of the older generation 506 

weeping as their dreams are fulfilled will even blend, says the Lord, with the shouts of the younger 507 

generation living in their vision. And thus sayeth the Lord, it'll be a great shout, it'll be heard far away. 508 

The sound of this church is being tweaked by the Holy Spirit. It's being tweaked. The stability of the old 509 

with the vision of the new. God's -- it's like God's just tweaking it, the Divine Sound Engineer, and when 510 

He's finished, the Bible says, it was a great shout and the sound was heard far away. And not just a 511 

penetrating power but the range of the voice of this church. There are nations He's going to drop into 512 

this church that are going to be astonishing. Watch and see what He does.  513 

Let me summarize this tonight. God's remodeling you and it corresponds with coming into your forty-514 

first year. Once I got here and heard you'd been 40 years old, I understood what God was saying to me, 515 

that because of the ingathering, because of what you're crossing into, because of this younger 516 

generation who God is capturing, He's knocking down some walls. And it's easy to say amen until the 517 

dust flies. It's easy to say amen until the walls begin to fall, and people thought what was so precious 518 

to you is debris or there's delays and there's warfare.  519 



But, beloved, let me tell you, He's also -- this -- what I don't see as clearly, there's either an addition or, 520 

what's the right word, a redesign of the apostolic arm of this church. It's like there's going to be a 521 

reaching out in sights and a reaching out in planting. You're going to look back and say, “The force and 522 

the power of that we've not seen in years.” God's up to something here. You'd say tonight, “I want God 523 

to remodel my life, my family in this church.” I say, “Amen.” Stand to your feet right now.  524 

Holy Spirit, I thank you for this great church. I thank you for it. Let's say this, “Jesus, remodel us as 525 

individuals, as families, as spiritual family.” Now, let me pray. Lord, as you continue this remodeling for 526 

five years, people begin to stream in evangelistically, I pray you'd shield this church. I pray you'd shield 527 

every family. I thank you, Lord, their greatest years are ahead. You're tweaking their sound, you're 528 

blending generations together here, and when it's done, it's going to project with a new power. Thank 529 

you, Lord, for 40 astonishing years. Now we thank you for even 40 greater years. We thank you for 530 

what you're doing. Amen. 531 


