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Thank you, thank you, thank you. I am honored to be here. I didn't know that you guys benchmarked 1 

us, though, and my grandma always said that everybody is good for something even if it's just to be a 2 

bad example. And so I hope that worked out for you guys.  3 

I am honestly just so honored to be here with you. I want to welcome those of you at other campuses. 4 

We do -- we have 14 campuses in the North Carolina and South Carolina area down on the east coast, 5 

and I don't know if you guys do college football out here in West Texas. I know we got some Cowboy 6 

fans, but I'm in -- there you go. I figured, I figured. I'm in Clemson territory and so this -- I was thinking 7 

about this stage and I've never done this round. And I told Pastor Jimmy, "I don't want to get all 8 

confused and start looking like the Alabama secondary." And so, you know, I -- but I said, "Hopefully 9 

we'll do okay and we'll have some fun."  10 

But I honor Pastor Jimmy and Pastor Kim, and we're just so thankful that you've allowed us to come 11 

out and hang out and be a part of this incredible experience. Are you grateful for pastors who create 12 

space and room for the Holy Spirit to show up and for miracles to happen and for the power of God to 13 

work in our lives? And our church has been also blessed by your church. We've had Pastor Jimmy Evans 14 

come out and do a marriage conference. I know my own marriage and so many in our church have 15 

been blessed by his ministry and by your ministry, and so whether you like me or not, we're family and 16 

I'm excited to be with you.  17 

Since we haven't met, I thought I'd show you a quick picture of my family just to introduce you to 18 

them, and I don't know if we have that up on the screens. That's my wife Lisa in the orange and I've got 19 

three kids. That's Miles, Greta-Kate -- yes, we are from the South, so that's a double name. And then 20 

Ellie, who goes by Bean, because when we were pregnant with her, the other two knew her as the 21 

bean in Mommy's belly, and so to this day she goes by Bean. And then we have a little French bulldog 22 

there. That's our crew, and they send their greetings and wish that they could be here with you.  23 

And then we do ministry kind of as a family, so I've got an older brother and then two younger sisters 24 

and we're all kind of in ministry together. There's 14 -- Oh, okay. I wasn't necessarily going to show 25 

this, but that was the Polar Bear Plunge at the beginning of the year. And go ahead and show the next 26 

picture just because I have it. That's the moment I hit the water. That's called regret right there is the 27 

look on my face. And so, you know, we -- on the coast, we jump in the water at opportune times, so -- 28 



But we do ministry together as a family. And so not long ago, we did a family vacation where we kind 29 

of all wanted to hang out and did a beach house together and having a good time. There's 14 children 30 

that are seven years apart. The oldest is seven years older than the youngest, and so that's a whole lot 31 

of kids kind of tied up in one beach house that we were in. And so my brother, who is a hunter -- I 32 

don't know if any of you guys are hunters. Got any hunters in the house? Okay.  33 

I know Pastor Matt showed me a picture of -- yeah, he's a hunter and his daughter is a hunter which is 34 

pretty awesome. I am not. I am kind of the Jacob to the Esau. I've got an older brother who is a hunter 35 

and he convinced us -- me, my two brother-in-laws and him -- to leave the beach house to go hunting 36 

on a farm that one of our campus pastors owned about an hour and a half away. And I'm thinking: Why 37 

would we leave a beach house to go hunting, but whatever, I'll do it. 38 

And I go and we put on all this camo. You spray yourself down with like deer urine. I don't know if 39 

you're familiar with that, but like you kind of – you got to have the right scent and all of that. And they 40 

put me up in a stand, and I'm sitting up there and I didn't see a single deer. It may be because I had to 41 

use the bathroom fairly early on and I went right there next to my stand. I heard that's not something 42 

you're supposed to do. 43 

So -- but I'm sitting in the stand and the sun is going down and I heard two separate gunshots. And so, 44 

after the sun went down, I thought, “I'm going to go figure out what's going on.” So, I walked over to 45 

one of the stands. Again, not advised. I don't think that you do that. But I walked over, and my brother-46 

in-law had got a deer, but when he was shooting it, he had to hold the gun at kind of a weird angle, 47 

and so when he shot it, the gun kicked him back in the head. And so, the deer was laying down on a 48 

pile of corn and he was laying down in the deer stand with blood running down his face. He was okay, 49 

but it was like, okay, this is bad for everybody. 50 

Then we go and find my brother and my brother had shot a deer, but the deer had run, you know, and 51 

so we had to go track this deer. And so now it's nighttime and we're wandering through the forest 52 

looking for a deer that's either dead or very upset with us, and so -- and I'm freaking out a little bit. 53 

Kind of just a little nervous. Let me be honest with you, I'd never done this before, but we end up 54 

finding this deer.  55 

We have to drag it like 300 yards and there's a fence that we had to get across to get back to our truck. 56 

And so, I grab the legs and somebody else grabbed the other deal and we had to kind of throw the 57 

deer over the fence, and so we get that thing over. And my brother decides -- it's a barbed wire fence 58 

and it's got one of these wood slats across the top. My brother decides to kind of go over the top of 59 



the fence. And so, he gets right kind of halfway over the fence and the wood slat breaks and he falls 60 

right on top of the fence. So, I won't get too graphic, but you can imagine this was not a good scenario 61 

for him. 62 

So, he falls off of the fence and he's like, "I'm bleeding out. I'm going to die. We've got to get to the 63 

hospital. I think I got an artery." And he's just, you know, freaking out, so we're like we got to go -- we 64 

got to figure out now how to get across this fence. And so, my other brother-in-law decides to go 65 

under -- between two of the wires. And so, he sticks one leg over one wire, and he gets right to the 66 

middle, and the wire that he had gone over was a hot wire. And so he hit it as well in a similar region 67 

and he went flying. I mean like 10 yards. He's laying on the ground. 68 

And I got to tell you, guys. I hope -- I don't want to offend you, but this is a very pure-hearted man. 69 

He's my brother-in-law. He's great. He's never said a bad word in his life. He's laying on the ground and 70 

his arms are in the air, his legs are in the air and he's yelling, "Holy hell, holy hell." I'm, like, that's not 71 

even true, man. It's, like, hell is not holy. What's going on?  72 

And so we find ourselves -- all I want to do is go back to the beach. Like that's all I want to do is get 73 

back to the beach, but there's this deadly fence between me and where I need to be. And so that tells 74 

you a little bit about me. I'm kind of a pansy, but that's where we are. 75 

But I was thinking about that, and I think you may be able to relate to there's a place where you want 76 

to go -- maybe even as 2019 has turned a new chapter, there's a story that you want God to write in 77 

your life, but sometimes we feel like there's just something between us and there, and we don't know 78 

how quite to get there. We don't know how quite to get to where we want to go or we feel like God is 79 

taking us to that place. 80 

And I just want to encourage you for a few minutes tonight -- and again, I'm so thankful to be here and 81 

I'm honored to stand on the same platform as some of the speakers that have been here before. And I 82 

just want to share what would it look like for God to write a new story in our lives in 2019. 83 

Does anybody want something new? I don't think God wants to repeat something from the past. I think 84 

He's got something new. In fact, his word says: Behold, I'm doing a new thing. He wants to bring rivers 85 

in the wasteland. 86 

But how do we get there? How do we let him author that kind of a story? And I think it comes down to 87 

this question: Who is the author of your story? Have you ever thought about that? Who is the author 88 

of your story? 89 



Some of you, you know, may wouldn't say it, but the truth is you go, “I guess I'm the author of my 90 

story. I mean, I'm the one making the new year's resolutions, right? I'm the one kind of making the plan 91 

and figuring things out.” And if you -- if that's you, you're kind of like children. If you have children, 92 

you've had them at this age, too. They get to about 18 months, two years old, and all of a sudden, they 93 

think they can do everything, right? So, their favorite word is: I do that, I do that. 94 

I give -- I remember giving my daughter a gift and it was -- she didn't even know how to open the 95 

stinking present. And I'm like, "Can Daddy help you?" "No, I do it, I do it, I do it." And I'm, "Okay. Have 96 

it your way." And what happens is she'll eventually get frustrated and she'll finally get to a point where 97 

she says, "Daddy help, Daddy help." 98 

And if you're authoring your story, I pray that as this new season turns over in a new year, that you 99 

would come to a place where you go, “Dad, help.” I believe God wants to author our story. In fact, He's 100 

been authoring the story -- I mean, the very beginning of the story, Genesis Chapter 1: In the 101 

beginning, God created. He began to write a story, and we continue to be a part of that story today. I 102 

want to show you a verse in Psalm 139:16. Says: You saw me before I was born. Every day of my life 103 

was recorded in your book, every moment was laid out before a single day had passed. In other words, 104 

God has a vision for your life. 105 

2019 is full of opportunities, divine appointments that He has laid out before us, and our job, if we 106 

want to live out that story that He wants to do, is to align ourselves with what God is doing. Say, “God, 107 

I want to get on board with what you're doing in my life. I want you to be the author of my story.”  108 

And so how does that happen? I've got three simple thoughts for you. I want to teach you out of a 109 

story. If you have Bibles tonight, we're going to hang out most of our time in Acts Chapter 9, tell a story 110 

of God getting the pen and authoring a story. But three thoughts for us, if God is going to write a new 111 

story in my life, if I'm going to get to some of those places that I know I want to go, but I'm just not 112 

sure how to get there. The first thought is this: If God is going to author a new story in me this year, I 113 

need to put down my pen. I need to put down my pen, because if God is the author of the story, that 114 

means that I'm not. 115 

And so often we start our years from the perspective of: This is what I want to accomplish. This -- I 116 

need to lose this weight. I want to – and I'm not saying that we shouldn't have vision and dreams for 117 

our lives, but I'm saying that we need to remind ourselves who the author is. I often wonder this next 118 

verse in James Chapter 4, if it was written during a new year season, because James says: Come now 119 



you who say today or tomorrow we will go into such and such a town and spend a year there and trade 120 

and make a profit. 121 

And I kind of get the sense it's like I'm going to lose some weight, I'm going to do this -- you get that 122 

kind of new year sense out of that. He says: Yet you don't know what tomorrow will bring. What is your 123 

life? For you are a mist that appears for a little time and then vanishes. Instead, you ought to say if the 124 

Lord wills, we will live and we will do this and we will do that. 125 

And again, I'm not saying that we shouldn't have vision for our life, but I'm saying we need to -- there's 126 

a major difference between I'm going and doing this, and, God, I'm surrendered to you. And a lot of 127 

times I see these kind of Instagram posts of, you know, the new year and it's like we've got our fists 128 

pulled up and it's: I'm going to own 2019. Right? I'm going to take it down. And I wonder if God doesn't 129 

want us to kind of go: No, I'm going to surrender 2019. I'm going to give it to you. Wherever you want 130 

to take me, you be the author of the story.  131 

And like I said, in Acts Chapter 9, we meet a guy named Saul and I trust that you guys are fairly familiar 132 

with this guy's story. There's two Sauls that are in the Bible. One is in the Old Testament, first king of 133 

Israel. This is Saul from the New Testament and he's known by two names, Saul and Paul. And the 134 

reason he's known by two names is because he was actually a Jewish man and his Jewish name was 135 

Saul, but he was also a Roman citizen and so the Roman name was Paul.  136 

And so, when we hear him write these letters to the gentiles, we hear him refer to himself as Paul. But 137 

when we meet him, he's not in a very good place, at least as far as I can tell. He's very driven. He's a 138 

Type A leader. He's motivated. I think he's well intentioned. He's religious. He might have even been a 139 

guy who would've shown up to a Zion revival meeting because he was very religious. He loved God. But 140 

there was this movement that had started by this man named Jesus and it was beginning to make 141 

some waves in Israel. And Saul had decided: I'm going to do whatever it takes to stop this. He was 142 

writing a story and he was going to stop it. 143 

We meet him in Acts Chapter 7, and he oversees the martyr of one of the early leaders of the church, 144 

Stephen. But I want to show you the story in Acts Chapter 9 and kind of how he turns his life over and 145 

gives the pen to God. Says: Meanwhile, Saul was uttering threats with every breath. He was eager to 146 

kill the Lord's followers. So, he went to the high priests and he requested letters addressed to the 147 

synagogues in Damascus asking for their cooperation in the arrest of any followers of the Way that he 148 

found there. He wanted to bring them, both men and women, back to Jerusalem in chains, in chains. 149 



Now, let me ask you a question. In this story, is Saul the villain or the hero of this story? What would 150 

you guys say? Villain, right? Right? Well, here's what I would say. I would say it depends on who is the 151 

author of the story. See, if Saul is the author of the story, he's not -- he's a hero. I mean, there's some 152 

stuff that is going on that is threatening the Jewish faith and that he has a lot of trouble with, and 153 

somebody needs to step up and have a backbone and stand against this thing.  154 

So, if he's the author of the story and the people that see the world like he does, he's the hero. He's 155 

doing the right thing. He's well intentioned. But if you're a part of the church, he's a villain, right? I 156 

mean, this guy is literally killing people. He is making life so difficult for this new movement of Jesus' 157 

followers. In fact, if Saul were to show up today at Zion, I imagine there would be a clash between him 158 

and the security team here, and it would not go well for Saul because he is not a guy we want around 159 

here, right? Can I get an amen from the security team up here? Yeah, because he's a villain. 160 

But if God is the author of the story, if God is the author of the story, this is a man with all kinds of 161 

potential because his story hasn't been written yet. There's a new story that can be written. And God 162 

looks at this guy and He goes: You know what, this is the kind of guy that I could use to build a church. 163 

This is the kind of guy that I could use to create a movement of followers of Jesus.  164 

See, there's a big difference when God is authoring the story. God is just going, “I just need to get the 165 

pen out of his hands.” And He does. If you look at the next verse in Acts Chapter 9, Saul kind of decides 166 

he's going to go to Damascus. It says this: He was approaching Damascus on this mission. A light from 167 

heaven suddenly shown down around, and he fell down to the ground. He heard a voice saying to him, 168 

"Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?" "Who are you, Lord," Saul asked. And the voice replied, "I am 169 

Jesus, the one that you're persecuting. Now, get up, go into the city and you will be told what you must 170 

do." 171 

 See, this road trip for Saul, it started with him very much in charge. He knew the plan, he knew where 172 

he was going. And in one encounter with God, all of the sudden God is calling the shots. You go to the 173 

next city and wait and I'll tell you what to do. Imagine how hard that would be for a Type A leader, a 174 

driven leader. But God gets the pen out of his hands. And now, all of the sudden, Jesus wants to start 175 

to write a new story through this guy Saul. 176 

See, this is the moment for him when the new story began to be authored. And what's so cool about 177 

letting God author your story is that He is not only the author, He also has editorial control of your life. 178 

Did you know that? 179 



I don't know if any of you guys, athletes, did you play sports in high school or college, any of you guys? 180 

Okay. Not many. I was an athlete as I'm sure you've already guessed by my stature and -- you know, 181 

that's kind of a joke. But I did play a lot of sports. And what you do if you're an athlete and you want to 182 

play at the next level is you create a highlight reel, right? And so you create a reel and you send it off to 183 

colleges and you want them to see your highlight reel so that they'll find out whether you're good 184 

enough to go play for their team. 185 

And so when I was a high school basketball player, I wanted to play at the next level and so we put 186 

together a highlight reel from my days playing basketball. Now, no coaches were interested, but my 187 

mom saw it and she thought it was really good and so I feel good about that. But if you were to watch 188 

my highlight reel, what you would find is, you would go, “Man, that guy never misses a shot, that guy 189 

has never made a bad pass. Wow, he is amazing. He's never made a mistake.” And it kind of looks like 190 

some of your Instagram, you know, stories. Like it's just the best of. 191 

But here's what's so cool. When you give God editorial control of your life, literally through Jesus 192 

Christ, He literally sees you through your highlight reel. The Bible says that the sin, the shame, the guilt 193 

that we've -- the things that we've done that were -- grieved the heart of God and that caused 194 

problems in our relationships, He doesn't even see them when He looks at you. Why would you not 195 

want God to author a story when He sees you in that way?  196 

The Bible says: As far as the east is from the west, He chooses not even to remember our sin. He begins 197 

to write a new story in our lives. So how do we do that? How do we give him the pen of our life? I think 198 

it depends on how hard and tightly we're holding onto the pen, right? I mean for Saul there was a bit of 199 

a wrestling match there and he had to be knocked onto his -- literally onto his bottom in order to get 200 

the pen out of his hand. But my prayer for us here at Zion at Trinity is we kind of think about the year 201 

ahead. But just the turning of a new year is an opportunity for a blank slate for us to go, “God, I want 202 

to give you the pen. You're in charge. You write the story.” 203 

That's why we start off a new year with things like Zion, with things like prayer and fasting. And I know 204 

Pastor Jimmy has called the church to pray and to fast, and he's done some teaching on that, but I 205 

want to give you just a little bit of insight into why do we do this, why do we pray and fast at the 206 

beginning of a year. Ultimately, it's about surrender. It's about saying, “God, I want to give you the pen 207 

and I want you to write the story. I want you to take the reins.” 208 



There's a story in Matthew Chapter 17. There's a dad, he's got a son who is having all kinds of 209 

problems. He's got this issue, he's having seizures, he's possessed by evil spirits and the dad wants 210 

nothing more than to see his son to be healed, for God to write a new story in his son's life. 211 

And so he brings his son to the disciples and they're not able to do anything. They pray over him and 212 

this is just one of these moments where nothing happens. And so he comes to Jesus and he asks Jesus, 213 

“Hey, would you pray for my son? Can you heal him? Your disciples couldn't heal him.” And Jesus, in 214 

just a loving way, approaches this man in Matthew 17:17, and He says -- it says: Then Jesus answered 215 

and said, "Oh, faithless and perverse generation." Like, Jesus, couldn't you be a little bit nicer? I mean 216 

this guy's hurting. Like -- but faithless and perverse. And He's not just talking to the man, He's talking to 217 

the disciples. Why would Jesus say something like that to this guy? It seems so insensitive. It seems 218 

like, I don't know, harsh. 219 

But if you think about those two words, faithless and perverse, essentially what Jesus is saying -- 220 

faithless is: I'm not connected enough to God. You're not connected enough to God. And I can even tell 221 

you as a pastor I have to refresh this a few times a year, and this new year, this time of prayer and 222 

fasting is a time to go, “God, I want to be connected to you.” 223 

And perverse is: I'm too connected to the world. Right? So, He says you're not connected enough to 224 

God and you're too connected to some things on this earth. And so, as you go after God and you take 225 

those two minutes a day that pastors challenge you to pray in the Spirit -- and some of you may get 226 

into those moments and for a while you may not feel or sense anything, but just know that you're in a 227 

process of saying: God, I want to be connected to you. I want to be connected to you in a new way, in a 228 

fresh way. I want to be surrendered to you. 229 

 And as you consider fasting and going, “God, I want to be less connected to the world” -- because in 230 

Verse 21 in this passage, Jesus actually tells them, hey, sometimes the breakthrough only comes 231 

through prayer and fasting. Sometimes the new story is only written through prayer and fasting. 232 

And so some of us are a little bit too connected to some things here on this earth. For me, some food. I 233 

mean, come on. December, I got a little too connected to some food and so I'm fasting some food 234 

items.  235 

And I'm fasting media for 21 days. Saying, I'm not doing -- I actually took my phone out and deleted 236 

every app that is a game or that's a social media or that's just -- because I -- and it's not that those are 237 

bad things, it's just that I wanted to disconnect from all of that. Except for the national championship 238 



last night because I knew that the Lord would be watching Clemson and I wanted to be with him and 239 

connected with him in that. 240 

And so as you go into this year and you're praying and you're fasting, just know that you're saying, 241 

“God, I'm giving you the pen. I want you to author the story.” If God's going to author the story, after 242 

you give him the pen, second thought for us is: I need to embrace the other characters. I need to 243 

embrace the other characters. See, if God is writing the story, that means it's not just about me 244 

anymore. That means I'm now a part of a bigger story that involves other people in our lives. 245 

And as I was praying, coming out here to this conference, I'm just praying and believing that for some 246 

of you -- you've come to things like this and you've been on the weekend and that's fantastic, but you 247 

haven't taken that next step to get on the Dream Team or to get connected into a small group. And 248 

there's some things that God wants to do in your story that is not going to happen unless you commit 249 

to being a part of other people's stories as well.  250 

Last night, the prophetess was so awesome in talking about God wants to work miracles through you, 251 

and we see that in Saul's story. Look what happens with Saul. So now he's had this encounter with 252 

Jesus, he's now blind. He goes to Damascus and he waits for what's next. Well, at the same time, in 253 

Acts Chapter 9, Verse 10 through 19, it says: There was a disciple at Damascus named Ananias and the 254 

Lord said to him in a vision, "Ananias." And he said, "Here I am, Lord." And the Lord said to him, "Rise 255 

and go to the street called Straight. And at the house of Judas, look for a man of Tarsus named Saul for, 256 

behold, he is praying and he has seen in a vision a man named Ananias come in and lay his hands -- " 257 

See the prophetic already at work in this story. "He's seen a man coming in and laying hands on him so 258 

that he might regain his sight." 259 

But Ananias does what so often we do. He's like, “Wait a minute. If I were writing this story, I wouldn't 260 

do it this way. God, I've got some information that you may not be privy to that I want to let you know 261 

about.” So, he says, "Lord, I've heard from many about this man, how much evil he has done to your 262 

saints at Jerusalem, and hear he has authority from the chief priest to bind all who call on your name." 263 

Don't we have that tendency. God, you can have the pen until you start doing something that's 264 

different than the way I would do it, and then I want to take the pen back and do it my way. Right? 265 

And Ananias is like: Man, if I were writing this, I wouldn't do it this way because there's some fear, 266 

there's some risk. I've got to go to some deeper places that I don't feel very comfortable going to. But 267 

God tells him, "Go, for he's a chosen instrument of mine, to carry my name before the gentiles and 268 

kings and children of Israel." 269 



 And I think He does this next verse just to kind of help Ananias get the courage to go. He says, "For I 270 

will show him how much he must suffer for the sake of my name." And Ananias goes, “Okay. If this 271 

creep is going to have to suffer, I'll go be a part of it.” But that's just my way of seeing it. 272 

But so: Ananias departed and entered the house and laying his hands on him, he said, 'Brother Saul, the 273 

Lord Jesus who appeared to you on the road by which you came has sent me so that you may regain 274 

your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit. And immediately something like scales fell from his eyes 275 

and he regained his sight and then he rose and was baptized. Taking food, he was strengthened. 276 

Here's what I want you to see in this. This is so cool. I mean literally his life is changed just between him 277 

and Jesus on the road to Damascus, but you know when he was healed, when he got vision and when 278 

he was strengthened, it was when he started interacting with other people who are Christ's followers. 279 

God could've healed him, God could've given him vision, God could've strengthened him. He could've 280 

done all of that in one fell swoop, but there's this thing that God wants for us in this connecting with 281 

other believers, that He wants us to strengthen others and He wants others to strengthen us.  282 

So, we got to lean into that, guys, this year. In 2019, let's let this be the year that we do it. Man, I'm a 283 

pastor of a great church and I cannot do this life on my own. In fact, an hour ago I texted my small 284 

group and I said, "Guys, God has put a word on my heart for this church in West Texas. Would you pray 285 

because I want the fire of God to come down." And so right now there's a group of people back in 286 

Charleston, South Carolina that are praying for this because I can't do this on my own. I need the 287 

presence of God, but I need brothers and sisters to walk this journey out with me and so do you. So did 288 

Paul. 289 

 So, the relationship that would change Paul's story was right around the corner for him and I'm 290 

believing that for some of us today. The relationship that's going to change your story is right around 291 

the corner. Right around the corner. Make a decision this year, during even the ministry time today, 292 

that I'm going to let somebody else pray for me. I'm going to be open to doing this and maybe even 293 

being open to a prophetic word that God would give me for somebody else because we need each 294 

other. 295 

 If the Apostle Paul, the guy who wrote most of the letters of the New Testament, couldn't move 296 

forward in his spiritual growth without the help of someone else, what makes us think that we can? 297 

We got to be submitted. We got to pay attention to the other characters in the story. 298 

The last thought for me -- for us today is that I need to stay present in my current chapter. See, if God 299 

is going to write a new story in my life this year, I have to stay present in my current chapter.  300 



See, human nature is to really do one of two things. You know, for some of us we have a temptation, 301 

even as we look at this next year, even as we think about what God might do next for us, we're 302 

immediately going back to a place where we used to be. It could be a relationship that is over, a 303 

chapter of our life that's over and we're constantly trying to go back, or maybe a pain or a habit or 304 

something that happened to us way back when. And I don't mean to belittle that at all, but we have 305 

this kind of gravitational pull to live out of that pain, to live out of the previous chapter. And God's 306 

saying, "I want to do a new thing in you in this year. You can't be going back to that." 307 

You know, we can learn from the past, but we're not going to live in the past. We're not going to revisit 308 

the past. We're going to live in the future. We're going to embrace what God wants to do for us. And 309 

then there are others of us -- and honestly, when you're a young parent like I am, I think sometimes we 310 

get into this mode where we're constantly thinking about the next chapter. We want the current one 311 

to end. Maybe you're here today and you're a student, you're in school, and you're constantly thinking 312 

about what's next for me and I can't wait to get there. But the problem is if we think about the next 313 

chapter -- Some of you are like me. Did you ever use CliffsNotes back in school? I love CliffsNotes. If 314 

you're a student, I think that you shouldn't do that because I think it's probably cheating, but thank 315 

God for CliffsNotes when I was growing up. We just want to kind of skim through it, we want to get the 316 

surface of it and then we want to find out how the story ends, right? But that's not how life works. 317 

See, I believe that there are some of us that we're in a chapter right now of our lives that it may be 318 

painful, it may be difficult for you and everything in you wants to kind of move through to the next 319 

chapter. And God's saying, "I need you to stay current in this chapter. There's some purpose that I 320 

want to bring out of that pain, and if you rush through it, you're not going to get healed appropriately. 321 

And then it's always going to be a wound and it's never going to become a scar that tells a story of a 322 

healing that took place because you're trying to rush through a chapter." 323 

You know, I'm experiencing this in my own life right now. I told you we've got a very close family and 324 

we're all kind of in ministry together. And about a month and a half ago, my youngest sister Jenny, 36 325 

years old, was diagnosed with an aggressive breast cancer, and it's rattled our family. And of course, 326 

we're praying and believing for healing and we're hoping for that, but honestly as soon as this thing hit, 327 

we gathered together, we cried, we mustered up faith. 328 

But all of us are like, “We just got to get through this chapter, we just got to get through this chapter, 329 

we just got to get through this chapter. We need to pray for healing and we believe that she is going to 330 

be healed.” 331 



In fact, I have no question in my mind. And the doctors agree with us, too, and it's really nice when the 332 

facts line up with the truth. But either way, I'm going to stand on the truth of God's word over 333 

whatever facts might be presented in my life. And so, we're believing for that. And as I was thinking 334 

about this season and this chapter and wanting to get through it, I felt like God spoke this word to me 335 

and said, "Josh, I need you to stay current in this chapter because there's some things that I want to do 336 

through this story that your sister and your family are going through that if you rush through it, we're 337 

going to miss it." 338 

And so God spoke to me and what He told me is, "Hey, I'm going to heal Jenny, but why not use this 339 

attack of the enemy to provide an opportunity for the entire church to experience healing." And so, on 340 

January 23rd, I want to ask you guys to be praying with us. We're going to do a night of healing where 341 

I'm believing God is not only going to heal her, but we're going to bring in thousands and thousands of 342 

people that are going to get healed. And then what the enemy meant for evil is going to be used for all 343 

kinds of good in that story because God doesn't want to waste anything. If God is the author of the 344 

story, there is nothing in your life that will be wasted. There's nothing that you've done, there's 345 

nothing that will happen to you that'll be wasted.  346 

And nobody knew that more than the guy we're talking about tonight, the Apostle Paul. He wrote most 347 

of his letters from prison cells. He told us things like: Do all things without grumbling and complaining. 348 

And it's like: Really, is that realistic? And then you realize he wrote it from a prison cell. It's like: Okay, I 349 

think if he could do it, maybe that should be a good guideline for me. 350 

And we take our church to Israel once a year and I know you guys are involved in Israel, and I'll never 351 

forget going to the town of Caesarea in Israel. It's a beautiful beach town, but it's an area that Paul for 352 

two and a half years of his life was put on house arrest. And we don't know of any letters that he wrote 353 

during that time. We don't know of any preaching that he did. You know, we have letters that came 354 

from prisons and all these things, but for two and a half years for a Type A strong leader who was 355 

always on the move, we don't know of any ministry that happened. Can you imagine how frustrated 356 

that would make you -- or him? 357 

Two years, we don't know that he was able to write anything. I'm thinking if I were him, I would be 358 

doing whatever I could to get out of this season. But then if you read some of the early Jewish authors 359 

what you find out is that during that time, Paul decided, “You know what, this isn't how I would write 360 

this story, but I'm going to give God the pen and I'm going to try to figure out what He's doing.” 361 



And he began to connect with a couple of other believers in that area, and one of them was a guy 362 

named Luke. Luke was a doctor and what we know now is that Luke wrote the Gospel of Luke and he 363 

also wrote the entire book of Acts. Paul wrote the most letters of the New Testament; Luke wrote the 364 

most content of the New Testament. And you know who his primary source material was, was a guy 365 

named Paul who was stuck in house arrest in Caesarea, because nothing is wasted if we'll give God our 366 

story. 367 

So, Zion, I'm praying for you that 2019 would be a year that God writes new stories in your lives and 368 

the lives of this church. That we'd be able to point back to this time where we gathered together for a 369 

week of revival and of faith and of believing that God's going to do a new thing, but it requires us, 370 

number one, to put down our pen. 371 

And I wonder if there is anybody that's here today that there is an area of your life that you just need 372 

to surrender. You just need to give it up. If you're like me, you put down the pen, but there are times 373 

you try to grab it again. When circumstances are going in a certain way or maybe there's an area of 374 

your life, a compartment of your life that you haven't fully surrendered to God. And I'm just believing 375 

tonight, as we minister together and as we respond to what God is doing, that some of us are going to 376 

go all in and go: God, I'm fully surrendered to you. And God's going to begin to write a new story in our 377 

lives. For some of us, we're going to need to kind of pay attention to the people that God has put in our 378 

lives. Experience his power, his vision, his strengthening of us, not necessarily just through him but 379 

through him through other people. And we're going to come and we're going to receive prayer and 380 

we're going to receive ministry together. And then there are some of us that we're in difficult chapters 381 

and we're going to make a decision, “God, if I'm going to walk through this season, I'm not going to 382 

rush through it. I'm going to pray that nothing would be wasted in you.” 383 

And so, can I pray over you as we close? Why don't you stand to your feet and let's just -- maybe if 384 

you're comfortable with it, let's just put our hands up in a position of surrender. Say, God, right now 385 

we surrender our lives to you.God, we surrender our stories to you. And we just pray, God, that as we 386 

give you the pen, that you would write new stories in this place. God, that you would write stories that 387 

would blow our minds, God, that wouldn't just transform this church, God, but that would transform 388 

the entire state of Texas, God. That you would write stories that are far above and beyond anything 389 

that we could ask or imagine. And, God, we surrender to you, we surrender to that God, the God that 390 

can do more than we could ever ask or imagine. And, God, I pray, Lord, that you would use us, God. 391 

That even as we respond together, that you would stir up the gifts of prophecy in our lives. That, Lord, 392 



we would be -- pay attention to maybe a word that you would have for us that would strengthen, that 393 

would give vision, God, that would bring healing to our brothers and sisters around us. And I pray that 394 

you would waste no pain in this room. God, that there is no story that couldn't be redeemed through 395 

your blood of your son, Jesus Christ. 396 

So, we surrender to you again today as we kick off 2019. We give you our stories and we pray that you 397 

would author new stories in us and through us in Jesus' name we pray. Amen, amen. God bless you. 398 

Thank you so much for having me. 399 


