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Israel and the Jewish People 
 
 
Deuteronomy 7:6 (NLT) 
For you are a holy people, who belong to the Lord your God. Of all the people on earth, the Lord your God has chosen 
you to be his own special treasure. 
 
Romans 9:1-5 (NLT) 
With Christ as my witness, I speak with utter truthfulness. My conscience and the Holy Spirit confirm it. My heart is filled 
with bitter sorrow and unending grief for my people, my Jewish brothers and sisters. I would be willing to be forever 
cursed—cut off from Christ!—if that would save them. They are the people of Israel, chosen for sonship. God revealed 
his glory to them. He made covenants with them and gave them his law. He gave them the privilege of worshiping him 
and receiving his wonderful promises. Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob are their ancestors, and Christ himself was an Israelite 
as far as his human nature is concerned. And he is God, the one who rules over everything and is worthy of eternal 
praise! Amen. 
 
Isaiah 66:8 (NLT) 
Who has ever seen anything as strange as this? Who ever heard of such a thing? Has a nation ever been born in a single 
day? Has a country ever come forth in a mere moment? 
 
Romans 10:1-13 (NLT) 
Dear brothers and sisters, the longing of my heart and my prayer to God is for the people of Israel to be saved. I know 
what enthusiasm they have for God, but it is misdirected zeal. For they don’t understand God’s way of making people 
right with himself. Refusing to accept God’s way, they cling to their own way of getting right with God by trying to keep 
the law. For Christ has already accomplished the purpose for which the law was given. As a result, all who believe in him 
are made right with God. 
For Moses writes that the law’s way of making a person right with God requires obedience to all of its commands. But 
faith’s way of getting right with God says, “Don’t say in your heart, ‘Who will go up to heaven?’ (to bring Christ down to 
earth). And don’t say, ‘Who will go down to the place of the dead?’ (to bring Christ back to life again).” In fact, it says, 
“The message is very close at hand; it is on your lips and in your heart.”  
And that message is the very message about faith that we preach: If you openly declare that Jesus is Lord and believe in 
your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For it is by believing in your heart that you are made 
right with God, and it is by openly declaring your faith that you are saved. As the Scriptures tell us, “Anyone who trusts 
in him will never be disgraced.” Jew and Gentile are the same in this respect. They have the same Lord, who gives 
generously to all who call on him. For “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” 
 
Luke 9:26 (NLT) 
If anyone is ashamed of me and my message, the Son of Man will be ashamed of that person when he returns in his 
glory and in the glory of the Father and the holy angels. 
 
Romans 11:13-18 (NLT) 
I am saying all this especially for you Gentiles. God has appointed me as the apostle to the Gentiles. I stress this, for I 
want somehow to make the people of Israel jealous of what you Gentiles have, so I might save some of them. For since 
their rejection meant that God offered salvation to the rest of the world, their acceptance will be even more wonderful. 
It will be life for those who were dead! And since Abraham and the other patriarchs were holy, their descendants will 
also be holy—just as the entire batch of dough is holy because the portion given as an offering is holy. For if the roots of 
the tree are holy, the branches will be, too.  
But some of these branches from Abraham’s tree—some of the people of Israel—have been broken off. And you 
Gentiles, who were branches from a wild olive tree, have been grafted in. So now you also receive the blessing God has 



 

promised Abraham and his children, sharing in the rich nourishment from the root of God’s special olive tree. But you 
must not brag about being grafted in to replace the branches that were broken off. You are just a branch, not the root. 
 
Genesis 12:1-3 (NLT) 
The Lord had said to Abram, “Leave your native country, your relatives, and your father’s family, and go to the land that I 
will show you. I will make you into a great nation. I will bless you and make you famous, and you will be a blessing to 
others. I will bless those who bless you and curse those who treat you with contempt. All the families on earth will be 
blessed through you.” 
 
Romans 11:25-29 (NLT) 
I want you to understand this mystery, dear brothers and sisters, so that you will not feel proud about yourselves. Some 
of the people of Israel have hard hearts, but this will last only until the full number of Gentiles comes to Christ. And so all 
Israel will be saved. As the Scriptures say, “The one who rescues will come from Jerusalem, and he will turn Israel away 
from ungodliness. And this is my covenant with them,  
that I will take away their sins.” Many of the people of Israel are now enemies of the Good News, and this benefits you 
Gentiles. Yet they are still the people he loves because he chose their ancestors Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. For God’s 
gifts and his call can never be withdrawn. 
  


