
In His Shoes 
Who Do You Say I Am? 

 
Matthew 16:13-20 
When Jesus came to Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples this question: “What are 
the people saying about me, the Son of Man? Who do they believe I am?” They 
answered, “Some are convinced you are John the Baptizer, others say you are Elijah 
reincarnated, or Jeremiah, or one of the prophets.” “But you—who do you say that I 
am?” Jesus asked. Simon Peter spoke up and said, “You are the Anointed One, the Son 
of the living God!” Jesus replied, “You are favored and privileged Simeon, son of Jonah! 
For you didn’t discover this on your own, but my Father in heaven has supernaturally 
revealed it to you. I give you the name Peter, a stone. And this truth of who I am will be 
the bedrock foundation on which I will build my church—my legislative assembly, and 
the power of death will not be able to overpower it! I will give you the keys of heaven’s 
kingdom realm to forbid on earth that which is forbidden in heaven, and to release on 
earth that which is released in heaven.” He then gave his disciples strict orders not to 
tell anyone that he was God’s Anointed One. 
 
• In the midst of all the world’s options, Peter notes, “You are THE Christ, the Son of the 
Living God!” 
 
• Upon this truth – the understanding of exactly who Jesus is – Jesus builds His church. 
 
• Jesus gives His church the keys to lock and unlock Heaven’s Kingdom Realm. 

 
 
Matthew 16:21-23 
From then on Jesus began to clearly reveal to his disciples that he was destined to go to 
Jerusalem and suffer injustice from the elders, leading priests, and religious scholars. He 
also explained that he would be killed and three days later be raised to life again. Peter 
took him aside to correct him privately. He reprimanded Jesus over and over, saying to 
him, “God forbid, Master! Spare yourself. You must never let this happen to you!” Jesus 
turned to Peter and said, “Get out of my way, you Satan! You are an offense to me, 
because your thoughts are only filled with man’s viewpoints and not with the ways of 
God.” 
 
• Jesus is Lord and He submits to the Father’s will – not ours! 
 
• It can be easy to fall into this trap – seeing Jesus for what He can do for us. 
 
• There is tremendous blessing in being a part of Jesus and His church, but it is on His 
terms. 
 



Matthew 16:24-26 
Then Jesus said to his disciples, “If you truly want to follow me, you should at once 
completely reject and disown your own life. And you must be willing to share my cross 
and experience it as your own, as you continually surrender to my ways. For if you 
choose self-sacrifice and lose your lives for my glory, you will continually discover true 
life. But if you choose to keep your lives for yourselves, you will forfeit what you try to 
keep. For even if you were to gain all the wealth and power of this world with 
everything it could offer you—at the cost of your own life—what good would that be? 
And what could be more valuable to you than your own soul? 
 
• To truly follow Jesus is to “reject and disown” our own life and begin living for HIS 
GLORY. 
 
• To share His cross is to choose self-sacrifice.  
 
• Death to searching for our own glory is the key to finding real life! 

 

1. We are His church, and we have the keys to His kingdom. 
 
2. As we daily choose to die to self and surrender to His ways, we find life. 
 
3. When we experience life with Jesus, we want to share it with others; we 
want to use the keys we have been given to lock up the enemy over their lives 
and unlock the blessings of God’s provision for them. 
 
 


