
 

 

The Fire Within 

 
Acts 1:2-11 (TPT) 

Just before he ascended into heaven, he left instructions for the apostles he had 
chosen by the Holy Spirit. After the sufferings of his cross, Jesus appeared alive 

many times to these same apostles over a forty-day period. Jesus proved to them 
with many convincing signs that he had been resurrected. During these encounters, 

he taught them the truths of God’s kingdom realm and shared meals with them. 
Jesus instructed them, “Don’t leave Jerusalem, but wait here until you receive the 

gift I told you about, the gift the Father has promised. For John baptized you in 
water, but in a few days from now you will be baptized in the Holy Spirit!” Every 
time they were gathered together, they asked Jesus, “Lord, is it the time now for 
you to free Israel and restore our kingdom?” He answered, “The Father is the one 

who sets the fixed dates and the times of their fulfillment. You are not permitted to 
know the timing of all that he has prepared by his own authority. But I promise you 
this—the Holy Spirit will come upon you and you will be filled with power. And you 
will be my messengers to Jerusalem, throughout Judea, the distant provinces—even 

to the remotest places on earth!” Right after he spoke those words, the disciples saw 
Jesus lifted into the sky and disappear into a cloud! As they stared into the sky, 

watching Jesus ascend, two men in white robes suddenly appeared beside them. They 
told the startled disciples, “Galileans, why are you staring up into the sky? Jesus has 
been taken from you into heaven, but he will come back the same way that you saw 

him ascend.” 
 
On this day of Pentecost, the whole city probably heard this tornado of fire sounding 
something like a freight train, and it surely startled everyone. This would have struck 
a chord in the midst, reminding the Jews present of when God showed up as a pillar 
of fire before in Exodus as it guided the Israelites into the promised land. This group 
of people would have remembered this!  

 
Activation – Receive Holy Spirit's Fire 

 
Acts 1:7-8 (TPT) 



On the day Pentecost was being fulfilled, all the disciples were gathered in one 
place. Suddenly they heard the sound of a violent blast of wind rushing into the 

house from out of the heavenly realm. The roar of the wind was so overpowering it 
was all anyone could bear! Then all at once a pillar of fire appeared before their 

eyes. It separated into tongues of fire that engulfed each one of them. They were all 
filled and equipped with the Holy Spirit and were inspired to speak in tongues—

empowered by the Spirit to speak in languages they had never learned! Now, at that 
time there were Jewish worshipers who had emigrated from many different lands to 
live in Jerusalem. When the people of the city heard the roaring sound, crowds came 

running to where it was coming from, stunned over what was happening, because 
each one could hear the disciples speaking in his or her own language. Bewildered, 

they said to one another, “Aren’t these all Galileans? So how is it that we hear them 
speaking in our own languages? 

 
The difference here on the Southern Steps is that the fire moves toward the people 
and everyone gets the fire on them. Where God used to lead them externally with a 
fire, now He puts His fire in them - and in you to direct, protect, and give you His 
power. The church is born there on the Southern Steps in Jerusalem, and thousands 
hear Peter's sermon about Christ! 

 
Holy Spirit is available and ready to come in and fill you up! Allow Him to move in 
your life and direct and protect you. Just like the church was born thousands of years 
ago by the power of Holy Spirit, God wants to speak life into areas of your life that 
you need to be empowered. Is it finances? Relationships? School? Work? Health? 
Whatever it is, Holy Spirit can come in and change everything. Let Him move in and 
spread His fire on the areas that you need breakthrough in today. 

 
Father, thank You for the plan You had in Christ to put Your fire within me. Thank 
You for making a way for me to be reconciled to You and empowering me by sending 
Your Holy Spirit to burn within me. Today, help me to stay in tune with Your Spirit. I 
submit to Your work and Your move in my life, and I look for Your direction, Your 
protection, and Your empowering work. 
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