
 

 

 

Repentance and Righteousness 

 
Matthew 21:28-32 (TPT) 

Jesus said to his critics, “Tell me what you think of this parable: “There once was a 
man with two sons. The father came to the first and said, ‘Son, I want you to go and 

work in the vineyard today.’ The son replied, ‘I’d rather not.’ But afterward, he 
deeply regretted what he said to his father, changed his mind, and decided to go to 
the vineyard. The father approached the second son and said the same thing to him. 
The son replied, ‘Father, I will go and do as you said.’ But he never did—he didn’t go 

to the vineyard. Tell me now, which of these two sons did the will of his father?” 
They answered him, “The first one.” Jesus said, “You’re right. For many sinners, tax 
collectors, and prostitutes are going into God’s kingdom realm ahead of you! John 

came to show you the path of goodness and righteousness, yet the despised and 
outcasts believed in him, but you did not. When you saw them turn, you neither 

repented of your ways nor believed his words.” 
 
Jesus lists the three worst types of sinners and compares them directly to the 
Pharisees. Jesus is giving the final statements of righteousness and repentance. To 
repent means to feel regret, change your mind, and turn and go the other way. When 
you think of sin don't think of God as being far away judging your failure. Jesus is 
saying go to God. 

 
Activation – Seek Righteousness 

 
Romans 8:1-3 (TPT) 

So now the case is closed. There remains no accusing voice of condemnation against 
those who are joined in life-union with Jesus, the Anointed One. For the “law” of the 
Spirit of life flowing through the anointing of Jesus has liberated us from the “law” 
of sin and death. For God achieved what the law was unable to accomplish, because 

the law was limited by the weakness of human nature. Yet God sent us his Son in 
human form to identify with human weakness. Clothed with humanity, God’s Son 



gave his body to be the sin-offering so that God could once and for all condemn the 
guilt and power of sin. 

 
When you repent, the kingdom is near and it moves you into God’s blessing. The 
people were looking to get out of their temporal pain. Jesus is looking to set them 
completely free! It is Jesus who makes you righteous and free! To be righteous means 
to be right with God, and you can become right with God when you repent and turn 
away from sin and choose God. 

 
Father, I come to You and thank You for sending Jesus who overcame death. Thank 
You that all I need to do is repent, to simply turn and change my mind, and You are 
faithful to move me back into the Kingdom. I declare today that Jesus has set me 
free! There is no condemnation for me because I am in Christ, and He is in me! Holy 
Spirit, show me the areas that I need to change my thinking about and turn to submit 
to God the Father. I submit my life and choose today to live in the Kingdom of God.  
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