
 

 

The Final Days 

 
John 11:1-8 (TPT) 

In the village of Bethany there was a man named Lazarus, and his sisters, Mary and 
Martha. Mary was the one who would anoint Jesus’ feet with costly perfume and dry 
his feet with her long hair. One day Lazarus became very sick to the point of death. 
So his sisters sent a message to Jesus, “Lord, our brother Lazarus, the one you love, 
is very sick. Please come!” When he heard this, he said, “This sickness will not end in 

death for Lazarus, but will bring glory and praise to God. This will reveal the 
greatness of the Son of God by what takes place.” Now even though Jesus loved 

Mary, Martha, and Lazarus, he remained where he was for two more days. Finally, on 
the third day, he said to his disciples, “Come. It’s time to go to Bethany.” “But 

Teacher,” they said to him, “do you really want to go back there? It was just a short 
time ago the people of Judea were going to stone you!” 

 
Jesus was very purposeful and completely intentional here. He is setting up the final 
moments of His life. Jesus focused on the now to experience the fullness of being 
completely present. The miracle that He is going to perform with Lazarus will be the 
turning point that causes the religious leaders to take action against Jesus, and He 
knows it. Jesus is fully prepared to lay His life down for them, for everyone, and 
for you. 

 
Activation – Place God on the Throne of Your Life 

 
Genesis 2:15-17 

The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to work it and keep it. 
And the Lord God commanded the man, saying, “You may surely eat of every tree of 
the garden, but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for 

in the day that you eat[d] of it you shall surely die.” 
 
In the garden of Eden, God commanded Adam and Eve not to eat from the tree of 
knowledge of good and evil. The enemy lies and says they will be like God, or they 



will have what is best for them, if they eat the fruit. What this actually meant is they 
would take the position of God in their lives. 

 
This happens still today when you sit on the throne of your life and decide what is 
good and what is not. This idea is that you can be in control of your life and that you 
know better than God. This is the same situation as Eden. The other way of sitting in 
God’s seat is if you sit in judgement of those sinning. These are the two extremes 
Jesus is dealing with all the time. Jesus wants you out of God's seat of control so you 
can eat from the tree of life. What you will come to find is just how much you need 
Jesus to remain in His throne over your life. 

 
Today, ask God what areas of your life you have tried to take God's seat, then submit 
these areas to Him who knows you perfectly and loves you completely. 

 
Father, thank You that You are good. Thank You for the Way found in Jesus and His 
obedience to Your leading. Thank You for a way to be reconnected with You, to trust 
You, and to allow You to be in the seat of control of my life. Today, Holy Spirit, help 
me relinquish control in my life so that I can live from the tree of life and experience 
abundant life in every area. 
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